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Sugarvator  the  tool 
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Scott  Tractor  Bunkie 
Bunkie 

Switzer  Sales  &  Service 
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•  Financing  is  available  • 

Orthman  Mfg.  Inc.  800-658-3270 
Bob  Shires  318-323-2556 
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BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 
Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA,  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 


P        F  R  O  NT        W  I  T  H         i 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


LEAGUE 


High  Hopes  for  the  Grinding  Season 


I  don't  know  about  you,  but  it  seems 
that  this  year  went  by  a  lot  faster.  Not 
the  calender  year,  but  the  year  since 
the  start  of  last  year's  grinding.  Well, 
technically,  it  actually  is  several  weeks 
shy  of  the  last  year's  actual  beginning. 
How  relevant  that  is  will  be  seen  as  the 
season  progresses.  I  do  know  that  at  one 
growers  meeting  held  prior  to  grinding 
(September  15),  cane  test  results  were 
reported  for  that  day.  I  know  you'll  be 
reading  this  in  October  and  grinding 
will  be  in  full  swing,  but  it  was  still  quite 
impressive  to  hear  that  the  lowest  test 
was  at  220  pounds  of  sugar  (with 
Polada).  If  that  is  a  norm  for  this  crop, 
then  all  I  can  say  is  AYEEEE! 

Sugar  Prices 

Since  I  don't  always  see  the  other  writers 
in  this  journal's  articles  before  I  complete 
my  article,  I  sometimes  concern  myself 
whether  there  will  be  duplication.  I 
know  that  Don  Wallace's  article  will 
cover  the  WASDE  and  the  USDA's  han- 
dling of  the  TRQ  for  FY  '99.  Those  two 
items  will  give  you  all  the  raw  data  you 
will  need  in  order  to  understand  the 
price  situation.  But,  I  thought  I  would 
touch  on  the  practical  side  of  what  has 
happened. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  summer  the 
#14  price  wasn't  too  bad.  It  was  not  yet 
in  the  bottom  of  the  barrel  as  other  farm 
commodity  prices  had  been  through  the 
past  12-18  months.  But,  all  good  fortune 
is  never  eternal  and  now  we  in  the  sugar 


business  find  ourselves  square  in  the 
middle  of  the  price  dilemma.  I've  been 
asked  many  times  over  the  past  several 
months  as  to  what  has  happened.  Well, 
to  answer  that  question  simply,  the  Loui- 
siana sugar  farmer  has  gained  some  of 
those  efficiencies  that  we've  longed  for 
with  the  arrival  of  "384."  However,  here 
in  Louisiana  and  all  through  the  beet 
area,  multi-cropping  farmers  have 
looked  for  a  commodity  to  hopefully 
provide  positive  cash  flow  .  .  .  sugar 
appeared  to  be  the  answer.  Now,  realize 
that  I  am  not  being  critical  of  anyone  for 
looking  for  positive  cash  flow;  but,  that 
is  what  happened  and  Louisiana  can 
share  some  of  the  blame.  Additionally, 
across  the  beet  growing  area,  acreage  in- 
creased in  the  past  year  or  two  by  some 
20%.  We  in  Louisiana  increased  acreage 
by  about  10%.  Even  though  384  and  the 
combine  were  the  main  factors  in  the 
increase  in  sugar  production  in  our  state, 
new  acreage  is  also  a  contributing  factor. 
When  you  couple  these  factors  together, 
farm  policy  for  other  commodities  and 
the  evaporation  of  the  exporting  com- 
modities' traditional  markets,  it  resulted 
in  a  substantial  increase  in  sugar  pro- 
duction. I  firmly  believe  that  if  the  Con- 
gress will  address  the  concerns  of  the 
"grain  and  bean"  farmers,  we  too  (in  the 
sugar  business)  might  find  some  relief. 
Which  then  brings  us  to  the  issue  of 
trade.  Coupled  to  the  overproduction  of 
sugar  in  this  country  is  the  fact  that  sec- 
ond tier  tariff  sugar  has  been  bought  by 


a  domestic  refiner(s)  from  Mexico.  Addi- 
tionally, we  have  the  problem  created 
with  the  "stuffed  molasses'7  coming 
through  a  Michigan  facility  from  out  of 
the  country.  This  has  not  helped  the  situ- 
ation at  all.  These  two  occurrences  have 
accounted  for  over  250,000  tons  of  sugar 
added  to  the  equation.  It's  amazing  that 
just  that  amount  can  squirrel  the  domes- 
tic price  so  quickly.  Some  countries  will 
be  accusing  the  U.S.  of  protectionism  as 
we  move  to  the  GATT  Ministerial  Meet- 
ing in  Seattle  this  December,  but  the 
truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the  Louisiana 
and  U.S.  sugar  industry  is  competitive. 
We  can  compete  when  it  comes  to  com- 
paring farmers  in  the  U.S.  with  farmers 
in  other  countries.  Our  only  request  is 
that  our  government  and  its  trade  nego- 
tiators realize  the  enormous  subsidies 
and  supports  provided  by  other  govern- 
ments to  their  sugar  farmers.  The  fact 
that  a  majority  of  the  other  GATT  na- 
tions do  not  abide  by  similar  environ- 
mental laws  and  regulation,  work  force 
pay,  work  place  protection  (work  comp., 
ss,  etc.),  nor  do  they  have  much  concern 
with  sanitary,  phytosanitary,  or  food 
safety  issues  as  does  the  U.S.  and  other 
developed  nations.  In  the  meantime,  as 
I  have  expressed  on  many  previous  oc- 
casions ...  do  the  best  you  can  to  be  a 
good  cane  farmer  and  /or  processor,  and 
I  and  your  League  leadership,  along 
with  your  Washington  representatives, 
will  continue  to  do  our  best  to  keep  you 
in  business  so  that  one  day  you  may 
prosper  without  the  daily  concern  about 
government  policy  and  its  impact  on 
you.  I  don't  know  if  that  will  be  a  reality 
in  my  lifetime,  but,  I  can  try! 

HAVE  A  SAFE  GRINDING.  DON'T 
FORGET  THAT  THE  GVW  ON 
TRUCKS  IS  NO  MORE  THAN  100,000 
POUNDS  AND  PLEASE  PAY  CLOSE 
ATTENTION  WHEN  BURNING  YOUR 
FIELDS. 


General 

Farm 
Manager 
Needed 

Work  Description: 

Day  to  day  sugarcane  production 
management  of  large  expanding 
operation. 

Work  Requirements: 

1.  Willingness  to  relocate. 

2.  Willingness  to  do  hands-on  work 
and  supervision. 

3.  Minimum  of  five  years  farm 
management  experience. 

4.  Experienced  with  machinery  and 
fabrication. 

Company  Offerings: 

1.  Salary  -  Depends  on  experience. 

2.  A  company  vehicle. 

3.  Paid  vacation. 

4.  Uniforms. 

5.  Profit  sharing. 

Send  resume  to: 

Personnel  Department 
2513  E.  Admiral  Doyle 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 

HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters™ 

©  1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.       (31 8)  367-8233 


UAP 

MDSOUTH 


Thibodaux,  La. 

(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(225)638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(225)473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Raisin'  Cane 


•  18-month  LA  sugar  mill  calendar. 

•  1  aerial  photo  taken  of  each  mill 
during  the  1998-99  grinding  season. 

•  Brief  history  of  each  mill. 

•  Collectors'  item  -  Limited  edition. 

Cost  is  $12  U.S.  +  $3.50  U.S.  shipping. 

Please  send  check  or 

money  orders  payable  to: 

Louisiana  Safety  Consultants 

311  Willow  Wood  Dr. 

New  Iberia,  LA  70563 

1-318-369-6600 


You're  First  at  First  South  PC  A 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


First  South  PCA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


by  Don  Waliace 


September  WASDE  Projects  Higher  Production 


The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  (USDA)  has  released 
its  September  report  of  the  World 
Agriculture  Supply  and  Demand  Esti- 
mates (WASDE).  Projections  of  domestic 
production  were  increased  again,  thanks 
in  large  part  to  higher  forecasts  for  Loui- 
siana. Overall  estimates  for  the  1998/99 
domestic  crop  were  raised  by  103,000 
tons  to  a  total  of  8.329  million  tons, 
which  in  turn  led  to  the  same  increase  in 
beginning  stocks  for  the  coming  year. 
The  increase  results  in  an  end-of-season 
stocks-to-use  ratio  of  14.7%.  Projections 
for  the  coming  year  were  also  increased 
by  130,000  tons  to  a  total  of  8.885  million 
tons. 

Rising  production  in  Louisiana  was  a 
driving  force  behind  the  higher  projec- 
tions. Louisiana  production  for  1998/99 
was  increased  by  73,000  tons  to  1.333 
million  tons.  Expected  output  for  the 
coming  year  is  up  55,000  tons  to  1.615 
million  tons  due  to  an  increase  in  fore- 
cast harvested  area  and  higher  projected 
September  2000  production  from  the 
2000/01  crop. 

Hawaiian  production  is  also  up.  Es- 
timates for  both  the  past  year  and  next 
year  were  up  30,000  tons,  respectively. 
Higher  forecast  yields  has  led  to  an  in- 
crease of  45,000  tons  in  expected 
sugarbeet  output  for  next  year  to  a  total 
of  4.67  million  tons. 

The  higher  production  estimates  for 
1999/00  were  offset  slightly  by  a  down- 
ward revision,  from  100,000  to  10,000 


tons,  in  expected  imports  of  "stuffed 
molasses"  from  Canada,  due  to  the 
change  in  classification  announced  re- 
cently by  the  U.S.  Customs  Service. 

Total  domestic  use  should  be  10.425 
million  tons,  unchanged  from  last 
month's  WASDE  report. 

Conferees  to  Consider  Disaster  Relief 
Package 

As  The  Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press, 
House  and  Senate  conferees  are  prepar- 
ing to  meet  to  iron  out  the  FY  2000  agri- 
culture spending  bill,  including  a  disas- 
ter relief  package  to  help  farmers  suffer- 
ing from  low  commodity  prices  and 
poor  weather. 

The  Senate  completed  work  on  its 
version  just  before  leaving  town  for  its 
annual  August  recess.  A  relief  package 
put  together  by  Senator  Thad  Cochran 
(R-MS),  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Agricul- 
ture Appropriations  Subcommittee, 
would  provide  $7,649  billion  in  disaster 
funds  for  farmers.  It  includes  a  provision 
that  would  suspend  the  special  market- 
ing assessment  on  sugar  for  FY  2001- 
2002,  for  each  of  these  years  that  follows 
a  year  in  which  there  is  a  federal  budget 
surplus. 

The  House  version  did  not  provide 
funds  for  disaster  relief,  but  observers 
expect  House  conferees  to  approve  a  fi- 
nal package  similar  to  the  Senate  bill. 

A  report  on  the  progress  of  the  agri- 
culture spending  package  will  be  in- 
cluded in  next  month's  "Washington 


Update/' 

AD  and  CV  Duty  Orders  Against 
Europe  to  Remain  in  Place 

A  countervailing  duty  order  against 
the  European  Union  and  antidumping 
duty  orders  against  Belgium,  France, 
and  Germany  will  remain  in  force  for  at 
least  another  five  years,  as  a  result  of  a 
final  determination  recently  announced 
by  the  International  Trade  Commission 
(ITC).  The  ITC's  announcement  con- 
cluded a  sunset  review  of  the  duty  or- 
ders that  began  late  last  year.  Specifi- 
cally, the  ITC  determined  that  revoca- 
tion of  the  orders  would  be  likely  to  lead 
to  continuation  or  recurrence  of  material 
injury  to  the  domestic  industry  within  a 
reasonably,  foreseeable  time.  The  effect 
of  the  determination,  along  with  recent 
findings  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Commerce  (DOC),  is  to  maintain  duties 
on  sugar  that  would  be  imported  from 
these  countries. 

A  separate  determination  by  the  ITC 
regarding  an  antidumping  order  on 
sugar  and  syrups  from  Canada  found 
that  revocation  of  the  order  would  not 
be  likely  to  lead  to  continuation  or  recur- 
rence of  material  injury.  As  a  result,  the 
duty  order  against  Canada  will  be  re- 
voked, effective  January  1, 2000. 

The  duty  orders  were  reviewed  pur- 
suant to  the  sunset  review  process  re- 
quired by  the  Uruguay  Round  Agree- 
ments Act.  Under  this  law,  all  existing 
antidumping  and  countervailing  duty 
orders  must  be  revoked  after  five  years, 
unless:  (1)  the  DOC  determines  that 
such  revocation  would  be  likely  to  lead 
to  continuation  or  recurrence  of  the 
dumping  or  subsidies,  and;  (2)  the  ITC 
determines  it  would  be  likely  to  lead  to 
the  continuation  or  recurrence  of  mate- 
rial injury  to  the  affected  industries 
within  a  reasonably  foreseeable  time. 

The  orders  on  European  sugar  were 


first  instituted  in  the  late  1970s,  follow- 
ing a  period  in  which  the  absence  of  a 
domestic  sugar  program  resulted  in 
high  imports  from  European  suppliers. 
Another  sunset  review  of  these  orders 
will  be  conducted  in  about  five  years. 

Customs  Reclassifies  "Stuffed 
Molasses" 

In  the  July  edition  of  the  "Washing- 
ton Update,"  it  was  reported  that  the  U.S 
Customs  Service  had  proposed  to  re- 
voke a  tariff  classification  ruling  letter 
concerning  certain  sugar  syrups  com- 
monly known  as  "stuffed  molasses."  As 
indicated  above  in  the  comments  on  the 
September  WASDE,  this  Customs  pro- 
posal has  been  made  final,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  this  product 
outside  the  TRQ.  As  a  result  of  the  rul- 
ing, expected  imports  of  "stuffed  molas- 
ses" for  the  coming  year  were  reduced 
by  90,000  tons  to  a  total  of  10,000  tons. 


Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

•Fully  Automatic* 

•All  Hydraulic* 

*7fx25'  Carrying  Capacity* 

*1 5  acres  per  day  proven* 

•Stainless  Steel  Hoppers* 

Simple  ♦  Rugged  ♦  Reliable 

•*  Now  Available  •* 

3-row  Billet  Planters 

Planting  Rates  tip  to  50  acres  per  day 


Hearne  Consulting,  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave, 
Opelousas,  LA  70570 
To  place  your  order  call 

(318)942-8180      
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FARM        NO 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Planting  Nearly  Complete  -  Harvesting  Starts  -  BSD  Testing 


As  of  this  date  on  September  15, 
1999,  most  growers  have  com- 
pleted their  planting  for  the 
2000  crop.  This  year  saw  one  of  the 
smallest  plantings  in  quite  some  time 
since  most  growers  had  very  little  fallow 
ground.  This  was  due  to  the  unusually 
large  amount  of  older  stubble  resulting 
from  the  mild  winters  experienced  the 
last  few  years  and  the  good  stubbling 
ability  of  LCP  85-384.  There  are  still  a 
few  growers  in  nearly  all  areas  of  the  belt 
who  have  not  yet  completed  their  plant- 
ing, but  this  amounts  to  only  a  few  acres. 
Nearly  all  fields  planted  to  date  have 
had  adequate  rain  to  seal  in  moisture 
and  in  the  earlier  planted  fields,  cane 
stands  are  marking  the  row  well.  In  the 
more  recently  planted  fields,  growers 
are  now  getting  concerned  about  the 
slow  rate  of  germination  of  LCP  85-384. 
Growers  are  reminded  that  every  year 
we  talk  about  how  long  it  takes  this  va- 
riety to  make  a  stand  in  the  fall,  espe- 
cially in  fields  planted  after  mid-season. 
This  is  not  unusual  but  is  always  trou- 
bling to  growers  who  like  to  see  cane 
//jump,'  out  of  the  ground  and  make  a 
quick  stand. 

While  the  planting  operation  seems 
to  have  gone  very  well,  growers  are 
again  reminded  that  the  planting  opera- 
tion is  not  complete  until  herbicide  ap- 
plications are  made.  The  most  effective 
weed  control  normally  occurs  when  her- 
bicides are  applied  immediately  after 
planting.  However,  a  herbicide  applica- 


tion at  this  time  is  still  better  than  no 
application  at  all.  Complete  the  job  by 
making  sure  all  planted  fields  have  re- 
ceived an  application  of  an  appropriate 
herbicide  treatment. 

The  planting  operation  is  also  not 
complete  until  records  have  been  made 
on  the  seed  used  and  a  map  constructed 
of  where  each  variety  has  been  planted. 
Making  pretty  maps  is  not  just  some- 
thing that  you  can  brag  about  to  your 
neighbors.  It  is  an  important  aspect  of 
farming  if  you  truly  want  to  be  efficient. 
Knowing  where  each  variety  is  planted, 
where  the  seed  came  from,  what  pesti- 
cides were  applied  and  when  they  were 
applied,  records  of  other  materials  such 
as  soil  insecticides  or  pre-plant  fertilizer, 
planting  rates  of  billets  or  whole  stalks, 
and  any  other  pertinent  information  can 
be  extremely  important.  All  growers 
know  what  a  "pain"  it  is  to  keep  good 
records.  However,  growers  who  have 
the  most  control  over  their  operation 
know  how  valuable  these  records  can 
be.  Computer  software  is  available  to 
help  with  record  keeping  and  map-mak- 
ing, but  you  can  also  do  this  in  a  75  cent 
notebook  that  you  have  borrowed  from 
one  of  your  school  age  children!  The 
important  point  is  -  accurately  record 
what  you  have  done  and  you  will  be 
rewarded  for  it  in  the  future. 

Harvesting  Starts 

On  September  15,  two  factories 
started  crushing  cane  which  signaled 


the  beginning  of  the  1999  harvest  sea- 
son. During  the  next  week,  several  addi- 
tional factories  will  start  grinding  with 
all  factories  expected  to  have  started 
before  October  1.  September  15  is  the 
earliest  date  any  factory  has  ever  started 
in  Louisiana  and  never  before  have  all 
factories  begun  grinding  in  the  month  of 
September.  Even  with  the  early  start, 
most  pre-grinding  samples  have  shown 
normal  to  above  normal  levels  of  sugar. 
Tonnage  estimates  from  the  factories 
indicate  over  16  million  tons  of  sugar- 
cane are  expected  to  be  delivered  to  the 
18  factories  for  crushing.  About  75%  of 
this  tonnage  will  be  harvested  with  com- 
bine harvesters  and  the  remainder  with 
soldier  machines.  With  sugar  recoveries 
in  the  normal  range,  the  state  could  con- 
ceivably produce  over  1.6  million  tons  of 
sugar,  a  new  state  record.  However,  the 
likelihood  of  grinding  the  total  crop 
without  losing  any  to  freezing  tempera- 
tures is  not  that  good.  While  the  long 
range  forecast  calls  for  normal  to  above 
normal  temperatures,  the  average  date 
for  freezing  weather  in  the  sugarcane 
area  of  Louisiana  dictates  that  the  crop 
should  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 
This  year  there  will  be  more  than  10%  of 
the  state's  crop  left  in  the  field  when  the 
new  millennium  arrives.  Most  factories 
are  hoping  to  be  completed  by  then,  but 
one-third  will  probably  still  be  grinding 
on  that  date,  if  an  early  freeze  is  not  en- 
countered. This  is  not  a  pessimistic 
viewpoint,  this  is  simply  a  realistic  one 
based  on  the  average  dates  of  freezing 
temperatures. 

What  can  be  done  about  it?  While 
growers  should  always  follow  the  rec- 
ommendations on  making  a  harvest 
schedule,  those  who  expect  to  be  grind- 
ing late  can  take  a  few  extra  precautions. 
Some  growers  have  planned  to  keep 
some  older  stubble  (lighter  tonnage 
cane)  for  later  harvest  so  that  losses 


would  be  minimized.  Other  growers  feel 
that  having  a  larger  barrel  stalk  in  plant 
cane  following  a  freeze  might  enable 
them  to  extract  the  lighter,  damaged 
portion  of  the  stalk  in  combine  har- 
vested cane.  With  either  option,  growers 
are  reminded  to  make  sure  that  all  CP 
72-370  and  CP  79-318  is  harvested  earlier 
in  the  season  and  that  no  acreage  of  ei- 
ther of  these  varieties  is  unharvested 
once  the  threat  of  a  freeze  arrives.  Both 
of  these  varieties  can  deteriorate  rapidly 
after  freezing  temperatures.  The  best 
variety  to  have  in  the  field  following  a 
freeze  is  still  CP  70-321.  Growers  should 
keep  this  in  mind  as  they  plan  their  later 
harvesting  schedule.  LHo  83-153,  LCP 
85-384  and  HoCP  85-845  are  all  catego- 
rized as  good  in  post  freeze  deteriora- 
tion in  the  variety  recommendations. 
The  severity  and  date  of  any  freeze  will 
also  play  a  role  in  determining  the  exact 
schedule  that  each  grower  should  fol- 
low; but,  in  the  meantime,  these  general 
notes  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
since  the  possibility  of  freezing  weather 
during  this  long  harvest  campaign  is 
likely. 

RSD  Testing 

The  League  is  continuing  to  assist  in 
the  funding  of  the  sugarcane  disease 
testing  laboratory  at  LSU.  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  is 
operating  that  facility  and  wants  to  en- 
courage growers  to  take  advantage  of 
the  laboratory  and  the  disease  assays 
that  can  be  performed.  While  growers 
would  certainly  like  a  test  that  can  be 
used  prior  to  planting  to  indicate  the 
presence  or  absence  of  RSD,  no  such 
assay  is  available  which  can  easily, 
cheaply  and  accurately  make  that  early 
assessment.  However,  the  second  best 
option  is  to  test  commercial  fields  at  this 
time  to  measure  how  much  ratoon  stunt- 
ing disease  is  present  and  determine 
how  effective  the  seed  program  cur- 
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rently  being  used  is  working.  A  20  stalk 
sample  taken  from  each  field  is  the  rec- 
ommended procedure  for  testing.  There 
is  a  small  cost  for  running  the  samples 
($1  per  stalk  which  would  equal  $20  per 
sample),  but  this  is  minimal  given  the 
opportunity  to  evaluate  your  own  seed 
program.  Use  the  disease  testing  labora- 
tory and  it  will  help  insure  that  you  are 
running  as  effective  a  planting  operation 
as  possible. 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


Cane  Tractor  Parts 


We  ship  and  locate 
parts  nationwide. 


Toll  Free: 
1-800-259-3453 


Farm  Tractors 
and  Equipment. 
New,  Used  and 
Rebuilt  Parts. 


New,  Used  and  Rebuilt  Hi  crop 

and  Row  Crop  Tractor  Parts 

and  Hard-To-Find  Parts. 

Best  prices  on  bush  hogs, 

box  blades,  post  hole  diggers 

and  many  other  3  point  hitch  implements. 


(318)  276-3453  •  276-6230  •  Fax:  276-9232 
12617  E.  Hwy.  90  -  Jeanerette,  LA 


Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 

We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 

Tomorrow's  Success. 

No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning 
is  the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why 
the  Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a 
variety  of  loan  options  for  your  long-term 
credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association  of  South  Louisiana 


LAND  BANK 

Cf/jjocj&t/an 


Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942- 146 1        (225)  344-269 1 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


II 


IS  NOW 
CRYSTAL  CL£Mt^ 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    x\  Equipment 

LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(225)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    j 
CaseCredit  I 
financing 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


by  James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 


Bagasse  Boiler  HAPs  Testing/Rules 


The  bagasse  boiler  hazardous  air 
pollutants  (HAPs)  emissions  test- 
ing and  evaluation  situation  con- 
tinues to  develop.  At  least  one  of  the  de- 
velopments is  perplexing. 

In  the  latest  Sugar  Bulletin  report  on 
this  subject  (August  1999  issue),  it  was 
pointed  out  that  results  of  stack  emis- 
sions testing  conducted  at  three  Louisi- 
ana sugar  mill  bagasse  boilers  during 
the  1999  processing  season  were  com- 
pleted, and  that  the  results  indicate 
HAPs  emissions  from  these  three  re- 
cently built  (post-1990)  boilers  are  low  in 
comparison  to  fossil  fueled  boilers.  As- 
suming that  HAPs  emission  rates  from 
other  local  bagasse  boilers  are  similar,  no 
Louisiana  sugar  mill  emits  significant 
amounts  of  HAPs  and  none  is  affected 
by  current  rules  under  Section  112  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  (National  Emission  Stan- 
dards for  Hazardous  Air  Pollutants  or 
"NESHAPS").  However,  it  was  learned 
only  recently  that  stack  tests  made  con- 
currently at  six  bagasse  boilers  in  Florida 
detected  HAPs  emissions  that  are  sig- 
nificantly different  than  the  HAPs  emis- 
sions detected  in  the  three-boiler  Louisi- 
ana tests. 

The  problem  with  incompatible 
Florida  versus  Louisiana  HAPs  testing 
results  is  that  when  results  are  combined 
and  reported  to  the  U.S.  EPA,  which 
agency  is  currently  developing  new 
rules  regulating  boilers  of  all  types,  in- 


cluding bagasse  boilers,  questions  are 
bound  to  be  raised  as  to  why  there  is  a 
significant  difference  in  test  results  us- 
ing the  identical  testing  procedures.  It 
has  been  pointed  out  that  five  of  the  six 
tested  Florida  boilers  were  built  in  the 
1960s  whereas  all  three  of  the  Louisiana 
HAPs  tested  bagasse  boilers  were  built 
after  1990  under  more  stringent  new 
source  performance  standards.  Boiler 
design,  which  has  improved  in  more  re- 
cent years,  could  affect  combustion  effi- 
ciency as  far  as  air  pollutant  destruction 
is  concerned.  Other  factors  such  as  dif- 
ferences in  bagasse  composition  and 
boiler  operating  procedures  can  also  af- 
fect HAPs  emission  rates. 

In  order  to  answer  anticipated  ques- 
tions about  HAPs  emissions  from  older 
bagasse  boilers,  arrangements  are  being 
made  to  test  at  least  five  1960's  vintage 
Louisiana  boilers  during  processing  of 
the  1999  cane  crop.  These  tests  will  be 
made  for  criteria  "pollutants  only/'  and 
thus  will  not  be  as  costly  as  the  1998  tests 
for  the  full  range  of  individual  HAPs. 
This  lower  cost  testing  procedure  is  fea- 
sible because  we  now  know  the  order  of 
magnitude  and  kinds  of  HAPs  present 
in  bagasse  boiler  emissions.  It  is  quite 
low,  and  all  HAPs  that  are  present 
would  be  accounted  for  in  the  "criteria" 
test  for  total  organic  compounds  (VOC). 
Even  though  the  total  VOC  test  captures 
many  organic  compounds  that  are  not 
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hazardous,  the  test  does  prove  that 
HAPs  are  less  than  the  total  amount  of 
VOC  detected  during  testing.  Another 
advantage  of  relying  on  "criteria"  pol- 
lutants testing  is  that  complex  labora- 
tory analysis  procedures  are  avoided 
and  test  results  from  the  direct  reading 
analysis  instruments  are  available  im- 
mediately, and  most  likely  in  time  to 
answer  "old  boiler"  questions  before 
revised  rules  can  be  formulated  by  EPA. 
In  regard  to  EPA's  current 
rulemaking  initiative,  recent  informa- 
tion from  reliable  but  unofficial  sources 
indicates  that  proposed  rules  affecting 
bagasse  boilers  will  not  be  forthcoming 
until  after  1999.  There  is  also  an  indica- 
tion that  the  regulatory  baseline  for  boil- 
ers in  regard  to  HAPs  emissions  will  be 


based  on  the  best  performing  boilers  at 
"major"  emission  sources.  Although 
EPA  rulemakers  have  not  indicated  spe- 
cifically what  is  meant  by  "major" 
source,  Section  112  of  the  Clean  Air  Act 
(NESHAPS)  designates  major  sources  as 
those  sources  which  emit  10  tons  per 
year  or  more  of  any  specific  HAP,  and/ 
or  25  tons  per  year  or  more  of  aggre- 
gated HAPs. 

This  implies  that  bagasse  boilers  in 
Louisiana  will  not  necessarily  be  af- 
fected by  new  Section  112  rules  because 
no  Louisiana  sugar  mill  is  ever  expected 
to  become  such  a  "major"  source.  How- 
ever, it  will  undoubtedly  be  necessary  to 
prove  the  point,  and  testing  older  Loui- 
siana boilers  for  HAPs  is  intended  to 
assist  in  proving  that  point. 


ATTENTION! 

2000  BUS  TRIP  PLANNED 


The  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  is  in  the 
planning  stage  of 
hosting  a  bus  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  in 
late  February  or  early 
March.  Details  of  the 
trip  will  be 
forthcoming  as  they 
are  worked  out. 
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E        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Linda  Spradley 
Spradley  &  Spradley 


Many  Unopposed  in  Legislative  Election 


On  October  23,  the  people  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana  will  once 
again  go  to  the  polls  to  elect  the 
statewide,  Legislative  and,  in  some  ar- 
eas, local  officials  that  will  represent  us 
for  the  next  four  years.  As  is  always  the 
case  in  Louisiana,  the  politics  of  the 
races  are  never  dull  and  we  already  have 
seen  many  headlines  about  some  of  the 
more  fascinating  aspects  of  some  of 
those  races. 

One  of  the  more  surprising  factors  is, 
however,  one  that  has  received  little  at- 
tention from  the  mainstream  media,  that 
being  the  small  amount  of  turnover  that 
will  take  place  in  the  Legislature,  the 
smallest  percentage  in  years.  This  factor 
reveals  an  interesting  feature  of  the  elec- 
tions that  will  take  place:  most  people  in 
Louisiana  are  satisfied  with  their  current 
Legislator.  Indeed,  the  past  four  years 
have  seen  a  more  responsible  and  busi- 
ness-oriented legislative  body  than  ever 
imagined,  and  apparently  the  people  of 
this  state  like  it  that  way. 

Additionally,  there  are  several  very 
close  and  volatile  races  in  sugar  cane 
areas.  Following  is  a  brief  look  at  some 
of  the  legislative  races  in  your  areas. 

Senate 

Crowley  -  The  incumbent  Senator, 
Tommy  Casanova,  is  retiring  to  return  to 
his  medical  practice.  Fred  Hoyt,  a  Demo- 
crat from  Abbeville,  is  expected  to  win 
this  seat  over  Laurie  Hebert,  also  a 


Democrat. 

Lafayette  -  Incumbent  Sen.  Don  Cravins 
(Democrat  -  Arnaud ville)  faces  two  chal- 
lengers. Dwayne  Hargroder  (Democrat 
-  Opelousas)  is  making  the  stronger  run 
of  the  two  challengers  but  the  polls  have 
Cravins  slated  to  return  to  Baton  Rouge. 
Lafayette  -  Incumbent  Max  Jordan  (Re- 
publican) is  in  a  tough  battle  to  hold 
onto  his  seat  against  Rep.  Mike  Michot 
(Republican).  While  the  race  is  tight, 
oddsmakers  are  betting  on  Michot  to 
win. 

Maringouin  -  Incumbent  Sen.  Tom 
Greene  announced  his  retirement  before 
announcing  his  candidacy  for  Governor. 
Running  for  Senate  from  this  district  are 
Rep.  Rob  Marionneaux  (Democrat), 
former  Rep.  Clyde  Kimball  (Democrat) 
and  Tim  Johnson  (Republican).  The 
polls  show  Marionneaux  with  a  slight 
lead  over  Johnson  with  Kimball  running 
a  distant  third.  There  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  runoff  here. 

Morgan  City  -  Incumbent  Sen.  John 
Siracusa  is  retiring  from  the  Legislature. 
Rep.  Butch  Gautreaux  (Democrat),  Mike 
Domino  (Democrat)  and  George  Adams 
(Democrat)  are  running  for  this  seat, 
with  Gautreaux  and  Domino  expected 
to  be  in  the  runoff. 

LaPlace  -  Rep.  Joel  Chaisson  (Democrat) 
is  giving  incumbent  Sen.  Ron  Landry 
(Democrat)  a  run  for  his  money.  Too 

continued  on  page  18 
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1999  (1998  Crop) 

Louisiana  Sugarcane 

High  Yield  Award  Winners 


Top  20  Producers  Statewide 


Rank                 Name 

Parish 

Sugarcane 
Acres 

Sugar 
(LbJA) 

1 

Rebecca  Plantation 

Terrebonne 

778.3 

9,376 

2 

Denis  Lanaux,  III 

St.  Charles 

1,012.1 

7,988 

3 

Hebert  Farms 

Lafourche 

1,204.4 

7,872 

4 

Laurel  Valley  Plantation 

Lafourche 

751.6 

7,745 

5 

Thibodaux  Brothers,  Inc. 

Assumption 

922.3 

7,702 

6 

Woods  Farms,  Inc. 

Assumption 

1,749.3 

7,578 

7 

Martin  &  Poche,  Inc. 

St.  James 

658.0 

7,515 

8 

Landry  Farms 

Assumption 

959.6 

7,497 

9 

Rodrigue  Planting,  Co. 

St.  James 

995.9 

7,490 

10 

Bergeron/Walton  Partnership 

Assumption 

642.3 

7,479 

11 

Blackberry  Farms,  Inc. 

St.  James 

1,481.4 

7,398 

12 

Northside  Planting  Co. 

St.  Mary 

2,407.4 

7,390 

13 

Randall  G.  Riviere 

Iberville 

511.2 

7,381 

14 

E.G.  Robichaux  Co. 

Assumption 

4,066.7 

7,362 

15 

Blanchard  Farms,  Inc. 

Assumption 

675.0 

7,361 

16 

S  &  S  Farms 

St.  Mary 

948.3 

7,283 

17 

Ricky,  William  &  John  Broussard  Iberia 

168.7 

7,244 

18 

Riverland  Farms 

St.  John 

110.4 

7,239 

19 

Clement  Brothers,  Inc. 

St.  Mary 

952.6 

7,202 

20 

Davis  Callegan 

Iberville 

844.8 

7,199 

16 


Parish  Winners 


Sugarcane 

Sugar 

Parish 

Name 

Acres  Grown 

(Lb./A) 

Ascension 

McManor  Planting 

683.4 

6,684 

Assumption 

Thibodaux  Bros.,  Inc. 

922.3 

7,702 

Iberia 

Albert  Trappey 

78.1 

7,402 

Iberville 

Randall  G.  Riviere 

511.2 

7,381 

Lafourche 

Hebert  Brothers  Farm 

1,204.3 

7,872 

St.  Charles 

Denis  Lanaux,  III 

1,012.1 

7,988 

St.  James 

Martin  &  Poche,  Inc. 

658.0 

7,515 

St.  John 

Riverland  Farms 

110.4 

7,239 

St.  Martin 

Melancon  Sugar  Cane  Farms 

1,534.0 

6,919 

St.  Mary 

Donnie  Morris  &  Donald  Gilbert 

64.1 

8,454 

Terrebonne 

Rebecca  Plantation 

778.3 

9,376 

Sugarcane  producing  parishes  that  did  not  submit  qualified  nominees  include  Acadia, 
Avoyelles,  Calcasieu,  East  Baton  Rouge,  Evangeline,  Jefferson  Davis,  Lafayette,  Pointe 
Coupee,  Rapides,  St.  Landry,  Vermilion  and  West  Baton  Rouge. 


District  Acreage  Category  Winners 


Lbs. 

Sugar/ 

Category 

Name 

Parish 

Acres 

Acre 

River-Bayo 

u  Lafourche  District 

0-99.9 

Lawrence  Burt,  II 

Assumption 

17.7 

8,986 

100-299.9 

Riverland  Farms 

St.  John 

110.4 

7,239 

300-699.9 

Martin  &  Poche,  Inc. 

St.  James 

658.0 

7,515 

700-1499.9 

Rebecca  Plantation 

Terrebonne 

778.3 

9,376 

1500+ 

Woods  Farms,  Inc. 

Assumption 

1,749.3 

7,578 

Teche  District 

0-99.9 

Donnie  Morris 

&  Donald  Gilbert 

St.Mary 

64.1 

8,454 

100-299.9 

Ricky,  William 

&  John  Broussard 

Iberia 

168.7 

7,244 

300-699.9 

Ted  Broussard  Farms,  Inc. 

St.  Mary 

686.0 

7,090 

700-1499.9 

S  &  S  Farms 

St.  Mary 

948.3 

7,283 

1500+ 

Northside  Planting  Co. 

St.  Mary 

2,407.0 

7,390 

Northern  District 

(No  Qualified  Winners  Nominated) 
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(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


continued  from  page  15 

close  to  call  is  the  verdict  here. 
Raceland  -  Chris  Bollinger  (Republican) 
is  opposing  incumbent  Sen.  Mike 
Robichaux  (Democrat).  While  pollsters 
give  Robichaux  the  lead  at  this  time, 
they  are  quick  to  point  out  that 
Bollinger's  numbers  have  grown 
quickly  in  a  short  period  of  time  and 
continue  to  increase.  With  three  weeks 
remaining  before  the  primary,  this  race 
could  go  "neck  and  neck"  to  the  finish 
line. 

No  Opposition  -  Twelve  of  the  39  Sena- 
tors have  no  opposition  and  are  there- 
fore automatically  reelected.  Included  in 
that  number  are  Senators  Craig  Romero 
(New  Iberia),  Louis  Lambert 
(Prairieville),  Jerry  Theunissen 
(Jennings),  and  Don  Hines  (Bunkie). 


House  of  Representatives 

Because  of  the  number  of  representa- 
tives running  for  the  Senate,  there  are 
several  open  seats  in  the  House,  most  of 
which  have  several  candidates  for  each 
seat.  Their  races,  of  course,  will  be  de- 
cided in  the  general  election  in  Novem- 
ber. 

For  the  most  part,  the  incumbents 
who  have  opposition  are  expected  to  be 
reelected.  There  are,  however,  a  few  of 
these  races  where  the  outcome  is  too 
close  to  call. 

Incumbent  reps  from  sugar  cane  ar- 
eas that  have  no  opposition  are  as  fol- 
lows: Dan  Moorish  (Jennings),  Gil  Pinac 
(Crowley),  Wilfred  Pierre  (Lafayette), 
Jerry  Luke  LeBlanc  (Lafayette),  Sydnie 
Mae  Durand  (St.  Martinville),  Romo 
Romero  (New  Iberia),  Jack  Smith 
(Berwick),  Hunt  Downer  (Houma),  and 
Reggie  Dupre  (Houma). 
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A  S  S  I  F  I  E  D  S 


FOR        SALE 


•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter 

with  large  JD  engine  and  front 
wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  6'  Case 
End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts 
only) -$100;  1990  Case/lnt'I 
5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  - 
$22,500.  Call  Randy 
Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours: 
JD  7400  Hi-Crop  MFWD  w/ 
low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900 
hours;  int'l  1086  Hi-Crop  w/ 
tank  &  rack;  1394  Case 
MFWD;  1993  CamecoCHT 
2500  Chopper  Harvester; 
1981  Thompson  Single  Row 
Harvester;  (1)  Cameco  Hi- 
Dump  Wagon;  (2)  Tandem 
Axle  Transloader  Wagons; 
Midland  21'  Disk  w/hydraulic 
fold  wings;  (3)  Motorola  SP50 
Portable  Radios  w/chargers; 
1986  Peterbilt,  425  Cat, 
15speed,  64"  sleeper,  alumi- 
num wheels,  air  ride,  wet  kit. 
Call  (225)  937-0846  (day)  or 
(225)  627-9577  (evenings  - 
6pm-9pm),  ask  for  David 
Jarreau. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter, 

cab  &  air -$60,000.  WILL 
TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

•  3  Tandem  Basket  Wagons  - 

$4,500  each.  Call  (504)  369- 
7788. 


•  1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel 
drive  cane  cutter,  cab  &  air, 
excellent  condition  -  $45,000; 
J  &  L  4-wheel  Drive  Field 
Loader,  cab  &  air -$10,000; 
Drott  40  Excavator,  rubber 
tires,  4-wheel  drive,  cane  grab 
&  bucket  -  $20,000.  Call 
Jimmy  Jarreau  at  (225)  637- 
4873. 

•20 -New  16.9x28  R1W  tires; 
20 -New  16.9x30  R1W  tires 

$495  each.  Call  (318)  879-7932 
(W)  leave  message. 

•  3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2- 
row  Harvester.  Call  Roland 
Bourgeois,  Vacherie  at  (225) 
265-4452  (leave  a  message). 

•  1997  2-row  LaCane  Har- 
vester (last  2-row  built),  375 
hp,  4-wheel  drive.  Call 
Gonsoulin  Farms  at  (318) 
364-5885. 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader  with 
chain  pilar  and  backhoe;  3 
Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with 
60  ton  Army  Hitches,  extra 
wheels  and  hubs;  18-Wheeler 
quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with 
tongue  used  to  pull  trailers. 
Call  Russell  Judice  at  (318) 
394-4727. 

continue  on  page  20 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

-        FOR        S  A  L  E 

continued  from  page  19 

•  1983  Single-row  Broussard 

•  Northwest  18ft.  Tiller  with  2 

Harvester,  double  ends  & 

extra  belts  added  and  Row 

scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 

Markers  and  Row  Shapers; 

18-4-38  tires,  with  pulling 

Cameco  Dump  Cart  con- 

wheel, shredder  topper  - 

verted  to  Dipping  Vat  for  Billet 

$20,000;  JD  4840  with  new 

Seed  Cane;  JD  630  22ft.  Disc 

trans  &  engine  overhauled  in 

Harrow;  Cameco  3-row 

&lsquo;97- $14,000;  856  Hi- 

Hydraulic  Shaver;  Bigham 

Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3- 

Bros.  Covering  Tool  with 

row  Bottom  Type  Plow  Int'l, 

Gandy  Boxes;  3-row 

heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels 

Shopmade  Opening  Tool;  2- 

-  $3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with 

6000  Gal.  Fuel  Tanks;  3-row 

gauge  wheels  and  cyclers  - 

Shopmade  Roller  Packer; 

$3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clear- 

500 Gallon  3  Point  Hitch 

ance  1981;  1  front  mount 

Tank  with  Pump  Gauges  and 

spray  rig  with  200-gal.  tank  - 

3-row  Cane  Boom;  Broussard 

$100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy 

Planter  Aid.  Call  Melvin  Reed 

duty,  17'  -$2,000;  Rolling 

at  (318)  346-4388  or  Pete 

Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  - 

Hales  at  (318)  346-4836. 

$250;  Rolling  Cultivator, 

Lilliston,  3-row  -  $75;  Int'l  3- 

•  Family  Farm  equipment:  1997 

row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3 

2-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

one-row  shavers  -  best  offer. 

cab/air,  extended  front  end, 

Call  Damiam  Pierre  at  (318) 

extended  piling  gate,  JD 

229-6932. 

power.  1993  2-row 

Broussard  Harvester,  cab/ 

•1991  BarkoModel160-A,6 

air,  extended  front  end, 

cylinder  Cummins  engine, 

extended  piling  gate,  JD 

Rotobec  Grapple,  a/c  cab  - 

power.  Both  ready  and  re- 

$25,000; (8)  Bayou  Service 

paired.  6  sets  Direct  Haul 

Transloader  Wagons  - 

Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24 

$2,500  each.  Call  Aucoin 

grader  tires.  Call  (318)  365- 

Farms,  Inc.  at  (225)  687- 

5036  night  or  day  or  (318) 

9508,  Donald  at  (225)  687- 

373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 

2111,  or  Donald,  Jr.  at  (225) 

687-8100. 

20 


Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the 


S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 
P.O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  TX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp 
and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Material  Resources,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1183,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Regions  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Rohm  &  Haas 

503  S.  Michot  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southern  Agribusiness  Association 

5560  Frontage  Road,  1-55  South,  Suite  B, 
Jackson,  MS  39212 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 
206  E.  Bayou  Road 
Thibodaux,  LA    70301 


NONPROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

BULK  RATE 
U.S.  POSTAGE 

PAID 

Thibodaux,  La. 
PERMIT  NO.  43 


SERIALS  DEPT 

LOUISIANA  STATE  UNIV 

LIBRARY 

BATON  ROUGE  LA    70803 


Volume  78,  No.  2 


November  1999 


Official  Bulletin  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A. 


ISSUE 


Up  Front  With  the  League 3 

by  Charlie  Melancon 

Washington  Update 5 

by  Don  Wallace 

Farm  Notes 9 

by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 

Environmental  Perspective 11 

by  Cade  E.  Carter,  Jr.,  P.E.,  with  G.E.C.,  Inc. 

The  Baton  Rouge  Line 13 

by  Linda  Spradley,  with  Spradley  &  Spradley 

1999  (1998  Crop)  La.  Sugarcane  High  Yield  Award  Winners 14 

Classifieds 19 


The  Sugar  Bulletin  is  published  monthly  by  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc.,  a  nonprofit 

organization.  Subscriptions  are  domestic  $15  a  year  and  foreign  $50  a  year. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  The  Sugar  Bulletin,  206  E.  Bayou  Road,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

The  views  and  opinions  expressed  by  columnists  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of 

the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Views  and  opinions  expressed  in  advertisements  in  this  publication  are  those  of  the 

advertiser  and  not  necessarily  those  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 


The  Official  Organ  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 

Charles  J.  Melancon/Editor,  President  and  General  Manager 

Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D. /Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 

Windell  R.  Jackson /Senior  Agronomist 

Herman  Waguespack  Jr. /Agronomist 

John  Constant /Business  Manager 

Nannette  B.  Nickens /Secretary 

Paul  G.  Borron  Ill/Legal  Counsel 


Washington  Representative 

Don  Wallace  Associates  Inc. 
499  South  Capitol  Street,  S.W. 
Suite  600 

Washington,  D.C.  20003 
Phone:  (202)  554-1222 


Editorial  and  Executive  Office 
206  E.  Bayou  Rd. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301 
Phone:  (504)  448-3707 
FAX:  (504)  448-3722 
e-mail:  constant@amscl.org 


Washington  Consultant 

The  Macon  Edwards  Co. 

600  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  S.E.,  Suite  320 

Washington,  D.C.  20003 

Phone:  (202)  969-8110 


Baton  Rouge  Representative 
Spradley  and  Spradley 
7612  Picardy,  Suite  L 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70808 
Phone:  (504)  766-1359 


Officers  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 


Warren  Harang  III,  Donaldsonville,  La. 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Jackie  Theriot,  St.  Martinville,  La. 

Vice  Chairman 
Charles  J.  Melancon,  Thibodaux,  La. 

President  and  General  Manager 
Charles  A.  Richard,  Ph.D.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Vice  President  and  Director  of  Research 


Don  Wallace,  Washington,  D.C. 

Vice  President  of  Government  Relations 
Irving  Legendre  Jr.,  Thibodaux,  La. 

Secretary 
Craig  Caillier,  Franklin,  La. 

Treasurer 


Henry  Adolph,  Napoleonville,  La. 

David  Allain,  Jeanerette,  La. 

J.  G.  Beaud  Jr.,  New  Roads,  La. 

Branan  B.  "Bert"  Beyt,  Jeanerette,  La. 

Ronald  Blanchard,  Napoleonville,  La. 

Grady  Bubenzer,  Bunkie,  La. 

Michael  Daigle,  Belle  Rose,  La. 

Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 

John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La. 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Dean  Gravois,  Vacherie,  La. 

George  "Scrap"  Hymel,  Gramercy,  La. 

Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Robert  "Bobby"  ludice,  Franklin,  La. 

Buckley  Kessler,  White  Castle,  La. 

Wilson  LeBlanc,  leanerette,  La. 

A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  La. 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  HI,  St.  Martinville,  La. 

Chris  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 

Jerome  "lerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 


Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Anthony  Parris,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Rivers  Patout,  leanerette,  La. 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche,  Brusly,  La. 
Glynn  Rivet,  Rosedale,  La. 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  La. 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  La. 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Tommy  Thibodeaux,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  La. 
William  Vallot,  Abbeville,  La. 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 
Kirk  Walker,  Welsh,  La. 
Gerald  E.  Wood,  St.  James,  La. 


American  Sugar  Cane  League 
BUS  TRIP  2000 


The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  hoping  to  sponsor  a  bus  trip 
in  late  February/early  March.  Before  plans  are  finalized,  a  sense  of 
industry  interest  is  needed.  If  you  think  that  you  and/or  others  may 
be  interested  in  taking  a  bus  trip  to  Washington  D.C.,  please  take  the 
time  to  return  the  form  below.  If  there  is  little  response  to  this 
request,  a  trip  will  not  be  planned. 


Name  of  Interested  Person(s): 

(Additional  names  and  addresses  may  be  submitted  on  other  paper): 


Address: 


Daytime  Phone  Number  (  ) 

Evening  Phone  Number  (  )_ 


Please  mail  the  completed  form  to: 


American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bus  Trip 

P.O.  Box  938 

Thibodaux,  La.  70302-0938 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 
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R  O  N  T        W  I 


THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Solve  One  Problem,  Another  Takes  It  Place 


Throughout  my  tenure  with  the 
League,  I  have  contended  that 
sugar  policy  and  its  politics  are 
similar  to  the  peg  board  I  had  as  a  child. 
The  one  I  had  provided  continuous  en- 
tertainment without  having  to  turn  the 
board  over  once  you  hammered  all  of 
the  different  pegs  through.  In  fact,  it  held 
several  different  sized  and  shaped  pegs. 
Then,  when  you  banged  one  through  the 
board,  another  of  the  pegs  would  pop 
up  for  this  young  impatient  pounder. 
Well,  sugar  policy  is  quite  similar  to  that 
peg  board  I  used  to  own.  Solve  one  prob- 
lem/issue, and  it  may  affect  a  reaction. 
This  phenomenon  continues  through 
now. 

We  were  successful  in  the  last  farm 
bill  in  achieving  a  continuation  of  a  pro- 
gram, but  NAFTA  was  on  the  immedi- 
ate horizon;  and  during  the  farm  bill 
debate,  we  were  forced  to  accept  some 
import  quotas  that  we  normally  would 
not  have  wanted.  But  the  industry  was 
shown  numbers  from  Mexico's  produc- 
tion that  somewhat  allayed  our  fears  of 
their  being  able  to  become  surplus  pro- 
ducers. Well,  all  of  a  sudden,  Mexico  is 
producing  surplus  sugar  and  is  fighting 
the  imports  of  HFCS  while  at  the  same 
time  contending  that  the  side  letter  on 
sugar  was  not  binding  on  them  and  they 
should  therefore  be  allowed  to  send  into 
the  U.S.  unlimited  amounts  of  sugar.  It 
has  become  apparent  that  the  Mexicans 


have  yet  to  find  a  deal  they  wouldn't 
agree  to  on  the  front  end  and  then  dis- 
claim on  the  back  end,  HFCS  and  sugar 
being  two  prime  examples. 

Then  the  U.S.  Customs  service  dur- 
ing the  NAFTA  period  turns  around  and 
allows  a  company,  Heartland  Industries, 
to  begin  bringing  "stuffed  molasses" 
into  the  country.  The  irony  is  that  Cus- 
toms approved  the  import  of  a  syrup 
that  they  believed  would  be  sold  as 
such.  However,  all  Heartland  wanted  to 
do  was  spin  the  sugar  out  of  the  syrup 
for  sale  in  the  U.S.  market.  An  obvious 
attempt  to  circumvent  sugar  policy  and 
import  quotas,  and  our  government  fell 
for  it,  hook,  line  and  sinker.  Now  a  spe- 
cial court  in  New  York  has  ruled  that 
Heartland  should  be  allowed  to  con- 
tinue. I  can  only  assume  that  it  is  on  the 
basis  that  Customs  approved  the  import 
of  syrup  (not  sugar).  What  the  court  has 
done  is  basically  dismantle  the  laws  of 
the  land  that  pertain  to  sugar,  thus  caus- 
ing a  tremendous  reduction  in  the  price. 
If  this  ruling  is  allowed  to  stand,  it  says 
to  anyone  interested  that  they  can  set  up 
a  set  of  centrifugals  along  our  borders 
and  bring  in  stuffed  molasses  ad 
infinitum.  Not  to  worry  that  Heartland 
intentionally  misrepresented  its  inten- 
tions to  an  agency  of  our  government 
not  familiar  with  agriculture  policy. 
Now  our  government  has  made  two 
blunders  and  guess  who  will  end  up 


paying  for  the  blunders?  You  guessed  it. 
We  do!  Where  was  this  government 
sugar  council  that  seems  to  always  want 
to  tell  us  what  we  can  or  cannot  do? 
Why  was  customs  allowed  to  make  a  de- 
termination on  imports  of  syrup  without 
this  group's  review  of  the  action?  I  don't 
know  the  answer  today,  but  I  surely  in- 
tend to  find  out. 

It  is  not  enough  that  farm  policy, 
coupled  with  the  downturn  of  the  Asian 
market,  has  adversely  affected  prices  for 
all  exporting  commodity  groups.  This 
downturn  is  now  causing  much  hard- 
ship on  the  family  sugarcane  and  sugar 
beet  farmers  and  the  processing  side  of 
the  industry.  The  only  people  who  seem 
to  be  smiling  are  the  refiners  whose 
margins  have  been  very  large  for  the 
past  several  years.  Each  one  of  these  di- 
lemmas strongly  illustrate  how  as  little 
as  a  1%  variance  in  supply  can  harm 
America's  sugar  growers.  As  people  call 


me  wishing  for  our  industry  to  lash  out 
at  other  commodity  growers  who  have 
gotten  into  the  sugar  business  in  hopes 
of  having  positive  cash  flow,  I  continue 
to  suggest  that  we  should,  instead,  be 
encouraging  our  government  and  the 
Congress  to  remedy  these  other  com- 
modities' problems  and  situations,  ad- 
dress the  circumvention  of  laws,  and  our 
price  will  return.  The  only  real  question 
that  needs  addressing  is  WHEN? 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


Our  fluids 
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Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 


UAP 

MDSOUTH 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(225)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(225)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic* 

•All  Hydraulic* 

*7'x25'  Carrying  Capacity* 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven* 

•Stainless  Steel  Hoppers* 

Simple  ♦  Rugged  ♦  Reliable 

•  •  Now  Available  *  * 

3-row  BiOet  Planters 

Planting  Rates  up  to  50  acres  per  day 


Hearne  Consulting,  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave, 
Opelousas,  LA  70570 
To  place  your  order  call 

(318)942-8180 


WASHINGTON        UPDA 


by  Don  Wallace 


Congress  Approves  Agricultural  Spending  Packages 


After  weeks  of  wrangling  over  the 
extent  of  disaster  relief  needed 
for  farmers  suffering  from  poor 
weather  and  low  commodity  prices, 
Congress  has  approved  the  FY  2000 
Agriculture  Appropriations  bill,  includ- 
ing an  emergency  bailout  worth  a  record 
$8.7  billion.  Altogether,  the  spending 
package  would  appropriate  $69.3  billion 
for  agriculture,  rural  development,  food 
and  drug,  and  nutrition  programs  for 
the  coming  fiscal  year.  The  bill  awaits 
the  President's  signature  as  The  Sugar 
Bulletin  goes  to  press. 

Consideration  of  the  bill  was  de- 
layed as  Senate  and  House  conferees 
attempted  to  hammer  out  provisions  for 
disaster  relief  and  resolve  disagree- 
ments regarding  certain  commodity 
programs.  The  final  package  maintains 
a  provision  from  the  Senate  bill  that 
would  suspend  the  special  marketing 
assessment  on  sugar  for  FY  2001-2002, 
for  each  of  those  years  that  follows  a 
year  in  which  there  is  a  federal  budget 
surplus. 

A  report  on  the  President's  action  on 
the  bill  will  be  included  in  next  month's 
"Washington  Update." 

October  WASDE  Expects  Slight 
Production  Growth 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  recently  released  the  October 
report  of  the  World  Agricultural  Supply 


and  Demand  Estimates,  anticipating  a 
small  increase  in  domestic  output  due  to 
higher  forecast  average  sugarbeet 
yields.  The  growth  raises  the  production 
estimates  for  the  coming  year  to  8.915 
million  short  tons,  raw  value,  which 
would  represent  a  7  percent  increase 
over  last  year's  estimated  level.  Begin- 
ning stocks  were  reduced  by  2,000  tons 
to  reflect  preliminary  fiscal  year  import 
data.  No  other  changes  were  made  from 
last  month's  estimates.  Production  in 
Louisiana  is  expected  to  reach  1.615  mil- 
lion tons.  The  past  year's  output  was 
calculated  to  be  1.333  million  tons. 

The  tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ)  for  raw 
sugar  has  yet  to  be  announced,  as  The 
Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press.  The  refined 
sugar  TRQ  has  been  set  at  66,319  tons. 

Customs  Ruling  on  Stuffed  Molasses 
Overturned 

The  U.S.  Court  of  International  Trade 
in  New  York  overturned  a  Customs  Ser- 
vice decision  to  revoke  a  tariff  classifica- 
tion for  syrup  imports,  known  as 
"stuffed  molasses."  The  court's  decision 
means  that  imports  of  stuffed  molasses 
may  continue  duty-free,  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  TRQ. 

Last  month  I  reported  that  the  Cus- 
toms Service  finalized  a  proposed  rule  to 
revoke  a  tariff  classification  ruling  letter 
concerning  stuffed  molasses,  thereby 
preventing  its  importation  outside  the 


TRQ.  As  a  result  of  that  ruling,  the  Sep- 
tember WASDE  lowered  its  estimate  of 
stuffed  molasses  imports  for  the  coming 
year  by  90  percent.  Heartland  By-Prod- 
ucts, Inc.,  a  Michigan  firm  owned  by  E  D 
F  Man,  decried  the  Customs  action  and 
appealed  to  the  federal  court  in  New 
York  with  jurisdiction  over  the  issue. 
The  court  sided  with  Heartland  and  in- 
validated the  Customs  rule. 

Whether  or  not  the  judgment  of  the 
federal  court  is  appealed  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice. 

Ewing  Announces  Retirement 

Representative  Tom  Ewing  (R-IL), 
Chairman  of  the  House  Agriculture  Sub- 
committee on  Risk  Management,  Re- 
search, and  Specialty  Crops,  recently 
announced  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, effective  at  the  end  of  the  current 
term,  which  will  expire  in  January  2001. 
His  son,  Sam  Ewing,  is  expected  to  con- 
tend for  his  open  seat. 

Rep.  Ewing  was  first  elected  to  Con- 
gress in  1991  and  has  served  as  Chair- 
man of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Risk 
Management,  Research,  and  Specialty 
Crops  Subcommittee  since  1995,  when 
Republicans  assumed  control  of  the 
House.  As  Chairman,  he  oversees  man- 
agement of  specialty  crop  programs 
such  as  sugar,  peanuts,  and  tobacco.  He 
is  also  a  close  friend  and  Illinois  col- 
league of  Speaker  of  the  House  Dennis 
Hastert  (R-IL).  The  two  have  been 
friends  since  serving  together  in  the  Illi- 
nois state  legislature  several  years  ago. 
Rep.  Hastert's  election  as  Speaker  last 
January  also  thrust  Rep.  Ewing  into  a 
higher  profile,  as  many  observers  attrib- 
uted to  him  new-found  influence  based 
on  the  friendship. 

House  Passes  Crop  Insurance  Bill 

The  House  recently  approved  a  mea- 
sure to  reform  the  federal  crop  insurance 


program.  The  bill  would  provide  $6  bil- 
lion over  four  years,  beginning  in  FY 
2001,  to  expand  the  level  of  coverage 
offered,  reorganize  the  Federal  Crop  In- 
surance Corporation,  and  increase 
monitoring  and  auditing  of  the  pro- 
gram. 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee 
has  conducted  several  hearings 
throughout  the  year  on  crop  insurance 
reform,  but  has  not  yet  completed  work 
on  a  bill.  It  is  unclear  when  work  in  the 
Senate  would  be  finished. 


For  Sale 


Stand  Out. 

Sell  your  equipment 
in  The  Sugar  Bulletin 

Call  (504)  448-3707 
to  place  your  ad  today. 


THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CLfft*C 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    x\  EauSpnien* 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(225)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    i 

Case  Credit  ■    -  -  wibw  ? 

financing 


FOLLOW  THE  LEADER!" 

And  increase  that 
Bottom  Line  Profit:! 


Helping  Sugarcane  Farmers  &  Sugarmills 

Get  Greater  Efficiency  with 

PROVEN  PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY. 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


ATTENTION: 

All  Interested  Growers 

Board  Meeting  of  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A., 

1:30  p.m. 

December  8,  1999 

at 

M.A.  Patout  &  Son,  Ltd. 
Jeanerette,  La. 

For  information,  call  the  League  office  at  (504)  448-3707 


FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Harvest  Begins 

Daily  Delivery  Quotas  and  Scheduled  Deliveries 

Preparing  for  Winter 


The  harvest  season  is  now  one 
month  old  at  two  factories  with 
most  factories  having  completed 
over  two  weeks  of  grinding.  Results  to 
date  indicate  that  sugar  per  ton  in  1999 
is  about  190  pounds.  This  yield  is  con- 
siderably higher  than  last  year's  produc- 
tion and  offers  hope  that  this  season  will 
provide  even  higher  yields  of  sugar  per 
acre  than  last  year.  Reports  from  some 
growers  indicate  slightly  lower  tonnage 
than  pre-crop  estimates  although  many 
growers  indicate  their  estimates  appear 
accurate.  Crop  estimates  still  indicate 
that  over  1.5  million  tons  of  sugar  are 
possible.  However,  the  likelihood  of 
freezing  weather  prior  to  the  16  million 
tons  of  cane  being  ground  is  still  high. 
The  weather  has  been  relatively  dry 
for  most  of  the  early  harvest  season.  In 
most  of  the  belt  some  3  to  5  inches  of  rain 
fell  on  the  second  weekend  of  October 
with  a  few  areas  receiving  in  excess  of  8 
inches.  Other  than  this,  the  cane  belt  has 
received  little  rainfall  this  fall. 

Daily  Delivery  Quotas  and 
Scheduled  Deliveries 

Over  the  years,  daily  delivery  quotas 
established  by  each  factory  for  their 
shippers  have  often  been  taken  some- 
what lightly.  Some  growers  would  often 
overestimate  their  crop  in  an  effort  to 


complete  their  season  early,  prior  to 
when  bad  weather  would  set  in.  When 
quotas  were  not  met,  the  soldier  harvest 
system  easily  allowed  this  shortfall  to  be 
made  up  quickly.  However,  with  com- 
bine harvesting  the  quota  system  be- 
comes more  important,  as  making  up 
lost  ground  requires  more  planning  and 
effort.  Also,  delivery  of  billet  cane  is 
more  dependent  upon  scheduling  of 
transport  vehicles  than  with  whole  stalk 
cane.  Therefore,  the  quota  system  be- 
comes even  more  important  and  more 
meaningful  with  the  combine  harvest 
system.  With  75%  of  Louisiana's  cane 
supply  harvested  with  combines,  the 
daily  delivery  quota  system  should  take 
on  a  more  decisive  role.  A  few  growers 
have  become  accustomed  to  starting 
later  and  finishing  earlier  than  their  fel- 
low growers.  For  the  combine  system  to 
work  most  efficiently,  an  improved 
scheduling  system  would  help  some  fac- 
tories. 

A  few  factories  are  also  experiencing 
difficulties  with  traffic  as  a  result  of  the 
more  complex  billet  delivery  system. 
Other  factories  have  found  that  schedul- 
ing deliveries  has  helped  make  for  a 
more  efficient  system  and  allowed  for 
reduced  yard  storage.  This  not  only 
makes  for  a  more  economically  efficient 
delivery  system  but  also  can  reduce  cane 


deterioration. 

Scheduling  by  the  grower  can  be 
somewhat  difficult,  given  the  factors 
that  need  to  be  considered  -  varietal  ma- 
turity, crop  age,  cold  tolerance,  soil  type, 
headland  conditions,  Polado  schedule, 
weather  patterns,  etc.  When  an  effective 
quota  system  and  delivery  schedule  are 
adopted,  there  is  sufficient  flexibility  to 
allow  for  changes  and  yet  keep  the 
grower  on  a  similar  pace  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  shippers  to  that  factory. 
For  the  quota  system  to  work  well,  acre- 
age records  should  be  kept  by  the  fac- 
tory and  growers  should  send  in  weekly 
harvest  reports  to  the  factory  so  that  the 
quota  system  can  be  kept  up-to-date. 

Only  with  good  record  keeping  and 
effective  participation  by  growers  and 
factories  can  an  efficient  quota  system  be 
incorporated. 

Preparing  For  Winter 

Growers  are  again  reminded  to  pre- 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS,  INC. 

12617  East  Hwv.  90  •  Jeanerette,  LA70544 

We  are  now  offering 
a  locating  service  to 
find  farm  equipment, 
tractors,  trucks,  trailers 
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TOLL  FREE  1-800-259-3453 


FOR  SALE 

21'  JD  230  Disk  Plow 
All  new  blades 

Call 

3-D  Chemicals 
(318)  394-4801 


pare  for  the  coming  winter  by  having  all 
varieties  other  than  CP  70-321,  LHo  83- 
153,  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  85-845  har- 
vested before  the  likelihood  of  freezing 
weather  occurs. 

These  four  varieties  have  the  highest 
level  of  resistance  to  deterioration  fol- 
lowing freezing  weather.  CP  70-321  is 
still  the  variety  regarded  as  the  best  for 
cold  tolerance  and  should  be  the  variety 
chosen  to  remain  in  the  field  late  in  the 
season. 

While  the  general  weather  condi- 
tions have  been  relatively  dry,  some  ruts 
have  been  created  due  to  the  rainy 
weather. 

Growers  should  do  all  that  they  can 
to  make  sure  that  water  is  drained  from 
these  fields  to  allow  cane  to  germinate 
well  next  spring.  Some  fields  of  planted 
cane  and  some  recently  harvested  fields 
might  benefit  from  some  cultivation  this 
fall  to  allow  cane  to  achieve  the  best 
stand  for  the  next  crop. 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Louisiana  Federal 
Land  Bank  Association 


Opelousas 
(318)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(225)  344-2691 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


by  Cade  E.  Carter,  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 


Check  Permits  As  Grinding  Continues 


With  the  anticipation  of  a  longer 
grinding  season  it  is  impor- 
tant for  each  sugar  factory  to 
make  sure  its  facility  complies  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Part  70  operating  per- 
mit. The  number  of  operating  days  must 
be  sufficient  to  complete  the  crop.  Most 
permits  are  issued  based  upon  a  certain 
number  of  operating  days.  Make  sure 
your  permit  is  adequate  or  file  a  modifi- 
cation for  additional  days. 

Further,  if  permit  conditions  require 
daily  monitoring  for  visible  emissions, 
this  should  be  noted  and  recorded  into  a 
daily  log  which  is  kept  on  site  and  avail- 
able upon  request  to  regulatory  authori- 
ties. Additional  conditions,  unique  to 
each  permit,  should  be  followed  to 
maintain  compliance. 

Please  note  that  discharges  from 
sugar  mills  are  subject  to  the  Louisiana 
Water  Control  Law.  Regulation  contain 
the  requirement  that  application  for  per- 
mit renewal  be  made  at  least  180  days 
prior  to  expiration  of  the  current  permit. 
LDEQ  typically  sends  a  letter  and  re- 
newal application  to  the  permittee  in 
advance  of  the  180  day  deadline.  If  your 
permit  is  up  for  renewal,  do  not  miss 
reapplying  in  a  timely  manner.  Because 
LDEQ  received  primacy  for  EPA's 
NPDES  permits  in  1996,  mills  will  be 
applying  for  an  LPDES  Permit  which 


will  be  one  combined  State  (LWPDS) 
and  Federal  (NPDES)  Permit. 

As  part  of  the  Louisiana  Water  Qual- 
ity Regulations,  Spill  Prevention  and 
Control  establishes  requirements  for 
contingency  planning  and  implementa- 
tion of  operating  procedures  and  best 
management  practices  to  prevent  and 
control  the  discharge  of  pollutants  re- 
sulting from  spill  events. 

Addressing  these  requirements  is 
typically  done  with  a  Spill  Prevention 
Control  and  Countermeasure  (SPCC) 
Plan.  Regulation  requires  that  these 
plans  be  reviewed  every  three  years  and 
updated  accordingly. 

A  recent  press  release  from  LDAF 
stated  that  a  training  program  for  sugar 
cane  farmers  who  engage  in  burning 
cane  prior  to  harvest  has  been  devel- 
oped. 

Plans  are  to  conduct  "train  the 
trainer"  sessions  throughout  the  sugar 
cane  parishes  of  Louisiana.  Most  of  the 
producer  workshops  will  be  in  conjunc- 
tion with  already  scheduled  parish  Co- 
operative Extension  Service  meetings  to 
be  held  in  January  and  February.  Start- 
ing with  the  2000  harvest  season,  per- 
sons engaged  in  controlled  burning 
must  be  certified  and  must  be  present  on 
site  during  a  controlled  burning  opera- 
tion. 


II 
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Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 
Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA,  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


,:?■ 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(318)364-0217 


First  South  PCA 

A 

Agricultural  Lender 
Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 
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THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Linda  Spradley 
Spradley  &  Spradley 

Issues  As  Close  As  The  Internet 


Besides  the  headaches  that  have 
been  brought  to  us  courtesy  of 
the  technological  age,  we  are  also 
the  benefactors  of  a  wealth  of  informa- 
tion that  is  now  available  at  our  finger- 
tips, 24  hours  a  day,  on  the  Internet.  State 
government  has  been  relatively  quick  to 
grasp  the  many  advantages  of  establish- 
ing user-friendly  Internet  sites,  replete 
with  massive  amounts  of  information, 
and  if  you  have  not  yet  investigated  this 
new  source  of  knowledge,  we  urge  you 
to  do  so. 

Need  to  contact  your  legislator? 
Need  some  info  on  a  bill  -  passed  or  not 
passed  -  from  a  recent  session?  Need  to 
ask  the  Department  of  Agriculture  a 
question?  This  and  more  can  be  accessed 
on  the  Internet. 

We  have  compiled  some  of  the 
websites  that  relate  to  State  Depart- 
ments, the  Legislature,  and  Agriculture. 
We  hope  they  will  be  of  assistance;  call 
us  (or  email  us  at )  if  you  have  any  ques- 
tions. 

State  of  Louisiana: 
www.state.la.us 

This  site  is  the  door  to  virtually  all 
other  sites  in  state  government;  you  can 
start  here  and  find  just  about  everything. 
Locate  various  departments  of  state  gov- 
ernment, statewide  officials,  local  gov- 
ernment, information  about  employ- 
ment opportunities,  and  just  about  any- 
thing else  you  might  want  to  know 
about  Louisiana,  including  the  state's 
history  and  culture,  and  dates  of  fairs 
and  festivals. 


Louisiana  Legislature: 
www.legis.state.la.us 

To  access  the  Louisiana  House  of 
Representatives,  including  information 
about  your  rep  and  legislation  - 
www.house.legis.state.la.us 

To  access  the  Louisiana  State  Senate 
-  www.senate.legis.state.la.us 

Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture: 
www.ldaf.state.la.us 

Find  press  releases  about  the  sugar- 
cane harvest  and  other  related  activities, 
info  on  various  division  responsibilities, 
and  e-mail  Ag  personnel. 

La.  Department  of  Transportation: 
www.dotd.state.la.us. 

Information  about  weights  and  stan- 
dards, permits,  ongoing  construction 
etc.  can  be  found  at  this  site,  in  addition 
to  locating  email  for  personnel  in  vari- 
ous divisions. 

Louisiana  Register: 
www.state.la.us/osr.htm 

The  Louisiana  State  Register  pub- 
lishes state  rules  and  regulations  that 
impact  many  different  types  of  busines 
and  industry  in  addition  to  areas  of  gov- 
ernment. For  instance,  an  emergency 
rule  on  the  weight  of  sugarcane  that  can 
be  carried  would  be  published  here. 

Interim  Information: 
www.legis.state.la.us/interinfo.htm 

Look  here  for  information  about  leg- 
islative committees  that  are  meeting 
between  sessions. 
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1999  High  Yield  Winners 


(1998  Crop) 


Dennis  Lanaux  III  (center)  with 
his  father,  Mr.  Denis  (right). 

Top  20  Producer  -  2nd  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  Charles 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Dr.  Clint  DePew 

LSU  Ag  Extension  Service  (left) 


mm. 


Daniel  Diez,  Ronnie  Kraemer, 
Gene  Clement  Jr.,  Joe  Guidry, 
Nick  Arcement  and  Norris 
Matherne  of  Rebecca  Plantation, 
Inc. 

Top  20  Producer  -  1st  Place 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  Terrebonne 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


Randall  "Mighty"  Rougee,  Terry 
"T"  Thibodaux,  Joe,  Alfred  Jr., 
Tim,  Alfred  Sr.  and  Mike  Hebert 
of  Hebert  Farms.  Not  pictured, 
Ted  Tabor. 

Top  20  Producer  -  3rd  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  Lafourche 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Mike  Hebert 

Lafourche  County  Agent  (right) 
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HI  Houston  Gervais  and  Jerry  McKee 
ml  of  Laurel  Valley  Plantation. 

|#>    Top  20  Producer  -  4th  Place 

I  Mike  Hebert 

^   Lafourche  County  Agent  (right) 


Lance,  Troy  and  Corey  Thibodaux 
of  Thibodaux  Brothers,  Inc. 

Top  20  Producer  -  5th  Place 
Parish  Winner  -  Assumption 


I  \  Eugene  and  Ronald  Woods  of 
%  1  Woods  Farms,  Inc. 

ill  : 

•$  Top  20  Producer  -  6th  Place 

fMk  «-*  &*  District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

I  Ml 
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Keith  Martin,  Wayne  Poche  and 
Chad  LeBlanc  of  Martin  &  Poche, 
Inc. 


1 
It  Ip 

WlJ  Wf^  Paris^  Winner  -  St.  James 


Top  20  Producer  -  7th  Place 

1  Parish  Winner  -  St.  James 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


Joel  Landry  of  Landry  Farms. 

Top  20  Producer  -  8th  Place 


Harold  and  Jerry  Rodrigue  of 
|  Rodrigue  Planting  Co. 


I  Top  20  Producer  -  9th  Place 


|  g    James  Garrett 
,,    ||P     St.  James  County  Agent  (left) 
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Mark  Bergeron,  Richard  Douglas 
and  Don  Bergeron  of  Bergeron/ 
Walton  Partnership. 

Top  20  Producer  -  10th  Place 


(Front  row)  Charles  III,  Sam,  Lee 
and   Phil   Gravois,   and   Mike 
Gayral.  (Back  row)  Charles  Jr., 
Charles  Sr.,  Dickie  and  Gregory    H 
Gravois  of  Blackberry  Farms,  Inc. 

Top  20  Producer  -  11th  Place 


r. 


■     '         1 


Jackie,  Clint  and  Chad  Judice, 
and  Brandie  Theriot  (and  Jasper). 

Top  20  Producer  -  12th  Place 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
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(NO  PHOTO  AVAILABLE) 
Randall  G.  Riviere 


Top  20  Producer  -  13th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  Iberville 


Joey  and  Howard  Robichaux 
and  Harris  Prejeant  of 
E.G.  Robichaux  Co. 

Top  20  Producer  -  14th  Place 


Al  Blanchard,  Clarence  Johnson 
Sr.,  Richard  Thomas  and  Meinard 

Blanchard.  *  / 

Top  20  Producer  -  15th  Place 


K  Jamie  and  Donald  Segura  of 
S&S  Farms. 

Top  20  Producer  -  16th  Place 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR       SALE 


•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter 

with  large  JD  engine  and  front 
wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  61  Case 
End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts 
only) -$100;  1990  Case/lnt'l 
5120Maxum,  3490  hrs.  - 
$22,500.  Call  Randy 
Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours; 
JD  7400  Hi-Crop  MFWD  w/ 
low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900 
hours;  Int'l  1086  Hi-Crop  w/ 
tank  &  rack;  1394  Case 
MFWD;  1993  CamecoCHT 
2500  Chopper  Harvester;  (2) 
Tandem  Axle  Transloader 
Wagons;  Midland  21 '  Disk  w/ 
hydraulic  fold  wings;  Call  (225) 
937-0846  (day)  or  (225)  627- 
9577  (evenings  -  6pm-9pm), 
ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

•  1997  2-row  LaCane  Harvester 

(last  2-row  built),  375  hp,  4- 
wheel  drive.  Call  Gonsoulin 
Farms  at  (318)  364-5885. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter, 

cab  &  air  -  $60,000.  WILL 
TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

•  (8)  Bayou  Service 
Transloader  Wagons  -  $2,500 
each.  Call  Aucoin  Farms,  Inc. 
at  (225)  687-9508,  Donald  at 
(225)  687-2111,  or  Donald,  Jr. 
at  (225)  687-8100. 


•20 -New  16.9x28  R1W  tires; 
20 -New  16.9x30  R1W  tires 

$495  each.  Call  (318)  879-7932 
(W)  leave  message. 

•  3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2- 
row  Harvester.  Call  Roland 
Bourgeois,  Vacherie  at  (225) 
265-4452  (leave  a  message). 

•  1983  Single-row  Broussard 
Harvester,  double  ends  & 
scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 
18-4-38  tires,  with  pulling 
wheel,  shredder  topper - 
$20,000;  JD  4840  with  new 
trans  &  engine  overhauled  in 
'97 -$14,000;  856  Hi-Clear- 
ance Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row 
Bottom  Type  Plow  Int'l,  heavy 
duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with 
gauge  wheels  and  cyclers  - 
$3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance 
1981;  1  front  mount  spray  rig 
with  200-gal.  tank -$100;  JD 
Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17'  - 
$2,000;  Rolling  Cultivator, 
Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250;  Rolling 
Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  - 
$75;  Int'l  3-row  Chopper  - 

$1 ,000;  3  one-row  shavers  - 
best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre 
at  (318)  229-6932. 


continued  on  page  20 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR        SALE 


continued  from  page  19 


•  1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel 
drive  cane  cutter,  cab  &  air, 
excellent  condition  -  $45,000; 
J  &  L  4-wheel  Drive  Field 
Loader,  cab  &  air -$10,000; 
Drott  40  Excavator,  rubber 
tires,  4-wheel  drive,  cane  grab 
&  bucket  -  $20,000.  Call 
Jimmy  Jarreau  at  (225)  637- 
4873. 

•  3  Tandem  Basket  Wagons  - 

$4,500  each.  Call  (504)  369- 
7788. 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader  with 
chain  pilar  and  backhoe;  3 
Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with 
60  ton  Army  Hitches,  extra 
wheels  and  hubs;  18-Wheeler 
quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with 
tongue  used  to  pull  trailers. 
Call  Russell  Judice  at  (318) 
394-4727. 

•  Family  Farm  equipment:  1997 
2-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

cab/air,  extended  front  end, 
extended  piling  gate,  JD 
power.  1993  2-row  Broussard 
Harvester,  cab/air,  extended 
front  end,  extended  piling  gate, 
JD  power.  Both  ready  and 
repaired.  6  sets  Direct  Haul 
Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24 
grader  tires.  Call  (318)  365- 
5036  night  or  day  or  (318)  373- 
7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 


•  Northwest  18ft.  Tiller  with  2 
extra  belts  added  and  Row 
Markers  and  Row  Shapers; 
Cameco  Dump  Cart  converted 
to  Dipping  Vat  for  Billet  Seed 
Cane;  JD  630  22ft.  Disc 
Harrow;  Cameco  3-row 
Hydraulic  Shaver;  Bigham 
Bros.  Covering  Tool  with 
Gandy  Boxes;  3-row 
Shopmade  Opening  Tool;  2- 
6000  Gal.  Fuel  Tanks;  3-row 
Shopmade  Roller  Packer;  500 
Gallon  3  Point  Hitch  Tank  with 
Pump  Gauges  and  3-row  Cane 
Boom;  Broussard  Planter  Aid. 
Call  Melvin  Reed  at  (318)  346- 
4388  or  Pete  Hales  at  (318) 
346-4836. 

•  Rotobec  Grab  -  $8,500;  1973 
Broussard  Self  Propelled 
Cane  Loader  -  $8,500;  3-row 
Thompson  Heavy  Duty 
Cultivator  with  off  bar  attach- 
ment -  $7,500;  3-row  Thomp- 
son Light  Weight  Cultivator 
with  off  bar  attachment  - 
$5,000;  3-row  Prime  Heavy 
Duty  with  off  bar  attachments  - 
$6,500;  4-row  Thompson 
Cultivator  -  $6,500;  8-row  JD 
Flex  Hipper  -  $2,500;  Holding 
basket  for  billet  cane  with 
hydraulic  wheels  -  $8,000.  Call. 
Paul  Schexnayder  Farms  at 
(225)  638-3002. 

WANTED:  (3)  8ft.  wide  Planters 
Aids.  Call  (225)  687-3683  (day) 
or  (225)  687-6713  or  (225)  638- 
7494  (night). 
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Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.. 


..  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 

P.O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  TX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan,  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA 

70112 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp 
and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Louisiana  National  Security  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  108,  420  Mississippi  St. 

Donaldsonville,  LA  70346 

12328  Hwy.  44,  Gonzales,  LA  70737 

Material  Resources,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1183,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M&L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Regions  Bank 

P.O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 

Rohm  &  Haas 

503  S.  Michot  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

St.  Mary  Bank  &  Trust  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Self  Insurance  Administrators 

P.  O.  Box  81189,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-1189 
A  Member  Company  ofHuval  Insurance  Group 

Southern  Agribusiness  Association 

5560  Frontage  Road,  1-55  South,  Suite  B, 
Jackson,  MS  39212 

Southland  Truck  Center,  Inc. 

421  W.  Railroad,  Church  Point,  LA  70525 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

131  Ashford  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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Daniels  "Dan"  Duplantis,  Raceland,  La. 

John  F.  Gay,  Plaquemine,  La. 

Ronald  Gonsoulin,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Dean  Gravois,  Vacherie,  La. 

George  "Scrap"  Hymel,  Gramercy,  La. 

Jackie  Judice,  New  Iberia,  La. 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice,  Franklin,  La. 

Buckley  Kessler,  White  Castle,  La. 

Wilson  LeBlanc,  Jeanerette,  La. 

A.  J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois,  Baldwin,  La. 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert  III,  St.  Martinville,  La. 

Chris  Mattingly,  Paincourtville,  La. 

lerome  "lerry"  McKee,  Thibodaux,  La. 


Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Anthony  Parris,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Rivers  Patout,  leanerette,  La. 
Kenneth  Peltier,  Thibodaux,  La. 
Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche,  Brusly,  La. 
Glynn  Rivet,  Rosedale,  La. 
R.  L.  "Bobby"  Roane,  Jeanerette,  La. 
Howard  Robichaux,  Labadieville,  La. 
Raphael  Rodriguez,  Franklin,  La. 
Mel  Schudmak,  White  Castle,  La. 
Frank  Sotile,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
David  Stewart,  Lakeland,  La. 
Donald  Segura,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Charles  Thibaut,  Donaldsonville,  La. 
Tommy  Thibodeaux,  New  Iberia,  La. 
Carlton  Townsend,  Bunkie,  La. 
William  Vallot,  Abbeville,  La. 
Daniel  P.  Viator,  Youngsville,  La. 
Kirk  Walker,  Welsh,  La. 
Gerald  E.  Wood,  St.  James,  La. 
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SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 

•Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs.) 

•48  ft.x  102  in.  (Two  23  ft  baskets) 

•Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

•3056  cu.  ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

■Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

►Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 


Distributed  By: 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 
800-  542-9940 


803  W.Seale  Street      Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
409-564-8378 


***  ORDER  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  2000  AND  SAVE  MONEY!!  *** 


THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CLfcME^ 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting    \\  Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 

Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(225)  473-7927      (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    j 
Case  Credit  I 
financing 
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THE        LEAGU 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Looking  Ahead  to  the  WTO  Talks 


The  Seattle  round  of  the  WTO  talks 
began  November  30th;  however, 
I  have  attended  some  interesting 
pre-ministerial  meetings  leading  up  to 
the  main  event.  These  meetings  began 
around  8:00  a.m.  each  day  and  contin- 
ued to  about  6:00  p.m.  Collectively  they 
lasted  six  days.  To  say  the  least,  sitting 
that  long  in  one  spot  is  quite  difficult  for 
me.  When  I'm  moving,  I'm  usually  re- 
ally moving.  However,  if  I  stay  still,  par- 
ticularly if  listening  to  speakers  drone 
on,  I  have  a  difficult  time  staying  awake. 
It's  sort  of  like  reading  a  book  in  bed  at 
night.  My  total  attention  span  is  ap- 
proximately five  minutes,  and  then  my 
eyelids  almost  automatically  drop. 

There  were  some  interesting  occur- 
rences at  both  of  these  meetings,  but 
most  noteworthy  were  the  distinct  criti- 
cisms leveled  at  U.S.  sugar  policy.  By 
whom?  All  the  countries  in  the  world 
that  view  the  U.S.  as  the  largest  consum- 
ing nation  in  the  world.  Every  last  coun- 
try, from  Central  American,  to  South 
American,  Canada,  Australia, . . .  Should 
I  go  on?  And  for  what  reason?  At  the 
same  time  they  leveled  charges  of  gov- 
ernment involvement  in  supporting  our 
industry,  they  all  denied  support  or  in- 
volvement by  their  governments.  To  the 
extreme,  they  weren't  interested  in  dis- 
cussing at  these  meetings,  much  less 
having  the  ministers  discuss  at  the 
WTO,  such  things  as  S.P.S.,  worker 
safety,  or  environmental  issues.  We  and 
a  handful  of  other  countries  in  the  world 
have  a  standard  of  living  (quality  air, 
water,  and  food)  far  superior  to  those 


countries  voicing  the  loudest  opposition 
to  our  policies. 

They  are  complaining  that  they  are 
free  traders  and  that  we  are  not.  But, 
what  do  those  countries  offer  our  coun- 
try? As  best  I  can  discern,  more  and  big- 
ger trade  deficits!  To  compound  the 
problem,  some  of  the  other  commodity 
representatives  (U.S.  growers)  agree 
with  the  foreigners  because  they  want 
new  markets  for  their  products.  What 
really  puzzles  me  —  and  I  asked  some  of 
these  U.S.  producers  the  question  — 
"What  will  the  people  and  their  govern- 
ments in  these  primarily  developing 
countries  use  when  it  comes  time  to  pay 
for  your  exports  that  you  want  to  ship?" 
I  have  yet  to  get  a  definitive  answer! 

Price 

I  don't  believe  that  it  is  at  all  neces- 
sary to  inform  anyone  reading  this  ar- 
ticle about  the  price  of  the  #14  sugar 
over  the  past  several  months,  much  less 
the  past  several  weeks.  However,  I  did 
receive  some  criticism  recently  that 
Charles  Thibaut  and  I  had  not  conferred 
with  this  industry  about  the  situation 
before  setting  off  to  Washington  to  meet 
with  USDA  and  Congressional  leaders 
about  the  dilemma.  The  only  thing  that 
could  be  said  was  that  Charles  and  I, 
along  with  every  one  of  you  reading  this 
article  knew  there  was  a  problem.  We 
had  been,  and  still  are  conferring  with 
our  Washington  reps  and  many  others  in 
search  of  a  remedy.  I  guess  I  did  not  feel 
it  necessary  to  call  a  meeting  to  discuss 
the  problem.  The  options  presently 


available  are  few.  The  solution(s),  if 
achievable,  had  been  put  forward  before 
the  price  dipped  below  the  17-cent 
mark.  The  answer,  as  well  as  a  solution, 
is  not  obtainable  in  a  one-meeting,  have- 
a-discussion-and-the-problem-is-solved 
environment. 

Unfortunately,  this  is  the  govern- 
ment and  the  bureaucracy  that  we  have 
to  work  with.  I  wish  that  it  would  only 
be  as  simple  as  waving  a  magic  wand 
and  the  problem  would  be  solved.  But  as 
you  and  I  both  know,  it  just  doesn't  work 
that  way.  There  are  daily  and  ongoing 
discussions  with  people  within  the  ad- 
ministration, and  others,  in  hopes  of 
reaching  a  consensus  and  a  resolution  to 
the  problem.  The  USDA  officials  have 
been  very  cooperative  and  understand- 
ing thus  far,  which  leads  me  to  be  opti- 
mistic. In  the  meantime,  for  those  who 
wish  to  blame  someone,  I  guess  I  should 
offer  myself.  But,  as  noted  on  previous 
occasions,  I  am  only  the  messenger. 
However,  circumvention  of  the  law  in 
the  "stuffed  molasses"  ordeal,  refiner(s) 
holding  world-priced  sugar  from 
Mexico  in  U.S.  warehouses,  along  with 
tremendous  expansion  in  sectors  of  our 
domestic  sugar  industry  because  of  low 
prices  for  other  commodities,  doesn't 
make  it  hard  to  figure  out  what  should 
be  the  easy  remedy.  A  good  national 
farm  policy!  What  was  designed  in  the 
Fair  Act  was  well-intentioned,  and  the 
reasoning  behind  the  legislation  may 
have  made  sense  at  the  time.  But,  this 
world  is  ever-changing  and  the  law 
doesn't.  Maybe  it  is  time  for  Congress  to 
revisit  agriculture  policy.  However,  I 
think  that  is  very  doubtful  and  perhaps 
potentially  dangerous. 

We  are  on  the  verge  of  a  Presidential 
election  year  coupled  with  a  Congres- 
sional election  cycle.  The  concerns  in 
Washington  in  the  next  10  to  12  months 
are  about  what  party  will  hold  the  White 


House  and  control  the  Congress.  As  our 
Washington  reps  express  it,  "What  is 
going  on  presently  is  way  above  every 
one  of  our  pay  grade."  Get  in  the  way 
and  things  could  get  worse  before  they 
get  better.  In  the  meantime,  your  League 
is  working  diligently  in  an  attempt  to 
resolve  this  present  price  dilemma. 
That's  my  job!  And,  if  I  haven't  commu- 
nicated adequately  with  the  industry,  I 
apologize.  But,  there  are  many  discus- 
sions that  occur  that  can't  be  put  on  the 
"proverbial"  street.  This  would  only  al- 
low our  enemies  to  work  against  us.  A 
good  defense  is  a  strong  offense  and  I 
don't  want  the  other  team  to  see  my 
"play  book"  before  the  game.  Please 
trust  that  we  are  doing  what  is  possible, 
as  well  as  legal,  to  help  solve  the  present 
and  possibly  future  downturns  we  are 
experiencing  with  the  #  14  price.  But, 
there  is  no  quick  fix.  Unfortunately,  it 
takes  time! 


Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*  Fully  Automatic* 

•All  Hydraulic* 

*7'x25'  Carrying  Capacity* 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven* 

•Stainless  Steel  Hoppers* 

Simple  ♦  Rugged  ♦  Reliable 

••How  Available** 

3-row  Billet  Planters 

Planting  Rates  up  to  SO  acres  per  day 

Hearne  Consulting,  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave, 
Opelousas,  LA  70570 
To  place  your  order  call 

(318)942-8180 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


by  Don  Wallace 


USDA  Announces  FY  2000  Raw  Sugar  TRQ 


U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  Secretary  Dan 
Glickman  recently  announced 
the  fiscal  year  (FY)  2000  raw  sugar  tariff- 
rate  quota  (TRQ),  as  follows. 

The  USDA  will  establish  the  FY  2000 
raw  sugar  TRQ  at  1,362,000  metric  tons 
(1,501,348  short  tons)  and  will  initially 
make  available  to  the  U.S.  Trade  Repre- 
sentative 1,135,000  metric  tons  raw 
value  (1,251,123  short  tons  raw  value) 
for  entry  into  the  U.S.  Customs  Territory. 

Certificates  of  Quota  Eligibility 
(CQEs)  will  be  issued  to  allow  Brazil,  the 
Dominican  Republic,  and  the  Philip- 
pines to  ship  up  to  25  percent  of  each 
country's  initial  allocation  at  the  low-tier 
tariff  during  each  quarter  of  FY  2000. 
Argentina,  Australia,  Guatemala,  and 
Peru  will  be  allowed  to  ship  up  to  50 
percent  of  their  initial  allocations  in  the 
first  six  months  of  FY  2000.  Allocations 
not  entered  with  the  U.S.  Customs  Ser- 
vice during  any  quarter  or  six-month 
period  may  be  entered  in  any  subse- 
quent period.  For  all  other  countries, 
CQEs  corresponding  to  each  country's 
allocation  may  be  entered  at  the  low-tier 
tariff  at  any  time  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  initially  unallocated  TRQ  quan- 
tity of  227,000  metric  tons  (250,225  short 
tons)  will  be  made  available  to  USTR  for 
allocation,  if  needed,  as  the  administra- 
tion reviews  market  conditions  and  the 
operation  of  the  sugar  program. 

November  WASDE  Reports  Higher 
Stocks 

The  USDA  has  released  the  World 
Agriculture  Supply  and  Demand  Esti- 


mates (WASDE)  for  November,  increas- 
ing estimates  of  beginning  stocks  for 
1999/2000,  due  to  higher  production 
results  for  both  beet  and  cane  sugar  for 
1998/1999.  The  stocks-to-use  ratio  for 
November  was  calculated  at  17.6  per- 
cent. 

Overall,  the  U.S.  sugar  supply  for  the 
coming  year  is  expected  to  be  12.3  mil- 
lion short  tons,  raw  value,  an  increase  of 
3.4  percent  over  last  year.  Projections  for 
carry-in  stocks  for  the  coming  year  were 
raised  126,000  tons,  due  in  part  to  higher 
beet  production  for  the  past  year  than 
previously  estimated.  A  small  drop  in 
expected  beet  production  for  the  coming 
year  is  mostly  offset  by  an  increase  in 
expected  production  in  Louisiana, 
which  was  raised  by  50,000  tons  to  a  to- 
tal of  1.665  million  tons.  Total  domestic 
production  for  1999/2000  is  now  antici- 
pated to  be  8.905  million  tons.  Beet  pro- 
duction should  be  4.650  million  tons, 
and  cane  production  should  be  4.255 
million  tons. 

Projections  of  high-duty  imports  are 
down  120,000  tons,  due  to  lower  domes- 
tic raw  sugar  prices.  However,  projected 
imports  of  sugar  from  syrups,  known  as 
stuffed  molasses,  are  up  115,000  tons,  as 
a  result  of  the  recent  ruling  of  the  U.S. 
Court  of  International  Trade  allowing 
such  imports. 

Domestic  deliveries  for  the  coming 
year  should  be  10.250  million  tons,  un- 
changed from  last  month's  estimates. 

President  Signs  Agriculture 
Appropriations  Bill 

President  Bill  Clinton  has  signed  into 


law  the  FY  2000  Agriculture  Appropria- 
tions bill,  which  provides  $69.3  billion 
for  domestic  farm,  rural  development, 
and  nutrition  programs.  The  spending 
law  also  provides  $8.7  billion  for  emer- 
gency disaster  relief  to  assist  farmers 
suffering  from  dramatically  low  com- 
modity prices  and  poor  weather.  In- 
cluded in  the  disaster  relief  provisions  is 
the  suspension  of  the  special  marketing 
assessment  on  sugar  for  FY  2000-2001, 
for  each  of  those  years  following  a  year 
in  which  there  is  no  federal  budget  defi- 
cit. 

Congressional  Staff  Visit  Louisiana 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
was  pleased  to  host  a  recent  tour  of  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry  by  a  delega- 
tion of  23  congressional  staffers.  The  tour 
included  visits  to  a  sugar  farm,  a  raw 
sugar  processing  mill,  the  USDA  re- 


search station  in  Houma,  and  to  Cameco 
Industries.  Staffers  were  able  to  observe 
both  the  harvesting  and  grinding  of  sug- 
arcane, and  to  understand  the  important 
role  our  research  efforts  play  in  main- 
taining a  viable  and  competitive  sugar- 
cane industry. 

Thank  you  to  all  of  the  League  mem- 
bers who  helped  put  together  a  success- 
ful tour. 


FOR  SALE 

21' JD  230  Disk  Plow 
All  new  blades 

Call 

3-D  Chemicals 
(318)  394-4801 


Multiple  Row  Disc  Cultivator 
with  Timken  roller  bearing  assemblies 
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Erb  &  Roberts,  Inc. 

Manufacturer  of  TERRA-RISER 

Agricultural  Tillage  Equipment 
"Making  Farming  Easier" 


TOLL  FREE:  1-800-330-3402 


FAX:  (352)  374-4734 


FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Report  -  Outfield  Testing  and  the  Combine 
H0CP91-555 


As  of  November  15, 1999,  the  crop 
harvest  is  estimated  to  be  50% 
completed.  Sugar  yields  to  date 
have  been  exceptional,  primarily  due  to 
the  dry  weather.  Tonnage  has  been,  for 
the  most  part,  up  to  expectations.  Few 
complaints  except  one,  the  price  of 
sugar.  This  author  has  little  control  over 
that  so  instead  will  deal  with  those  is- 
sues that  growers  and  processors  can 
readily  work  on. 

Thus  far  tonnage  reports  from  nearly 
all  areas  of  the  cane  belt  are  very  good 
with  the  exception  of  those  areas  af- 
fected by  the  late  summer  drought.  The 
industry  seems  to  still  be  on  track  to  set 
a  new  record  for  tons  of  cane  per  acre  at 
somewhere  about  37  and  maybe  nearer 
to  38  tons.  As  a  result  of  the  currently 
grown  varieties  which  are  all  capable  of 
producing  high  yields  of  sugar  and  the 
exceptionally  dry  weather  experienced 
across  the  cane  belt,  yields  of  sugar  per 
ton  are  averaging  about  205  pounds 
(raw  value)  to  date.  A  final  yield  of  over 
200  pounds  per  ton  would  be  only  the 
eighth  time  this  level  of  sugar  has  been 
achieved  in  the  industry.  This  should 
provide  a  new  state  record  for  sugar  per 
acre  yield  over  7,500  pounds  per  acre. 
This  will  be  only  the  fourth  time  the  in- 
dustry has  produced  over  6,000  pounds 
and  should  exceed  previous  years  by 


more  than  1,000  pounds.  This  will  be  a 
record  that  our  industry  should  be  ex- 
tremely proud  of  as  it  indicates  the  use- 
fulness of  technology  and  hard  work  in 
producing  outstanding  results. 

Most  industry  members  realize  that 
the  current  weather  conditions  are  an 
exception  and  should  not  be  considered 
the  norm.  At  this  point,  the  industry  is 
questioning  if  current  yields  can  be 
maintained  or  not.  The  lack  of  rainfall 
during  the  harvest  season,  while  good 
for  sugar  recovery,  has  dried  up  fields  to 
the  point  that  in  some  areas  tonnage 
may  already  be  affected  while  in  other 
areas  it  may  soon  begin  to  suffer.  Yields 
of  plant  cane  in  LCP  85-384  are  often  no 
higher  and  sometimes  less  than  first 
stubble  tonnage.  A  second  question  also 
deals  with  weather  predictions  and  the 
affect  of  future  rain  on  sugar  levels.  A 
continued  dry  harvest,  as  was  experi- 
enced in  1987,  1988  and  1989,  would 
produce  final  sugar  per  ton  yields  in 
excess  of  200  pounds.  Heavy  rains  dur- 
ing December  and  into  January  could 
lower  those  yields  substantially. 

The  biggest  question  still  remaining 
is  whether  the  industry  will  have  time  to 
harvest  all  of  the  acres  in  the  field  before 
a  damaging  freeze  occurs.  To  date,  the 
upper  half  of  the  cane  belt  has  seen  at 
least  one  frost  and  some  fields  in  the 


more  northern  areas  three  or  more 
frosts.  Burning  of  the  leaves  will  allow 
the  first  freeze  to  have  somewhat  more 
damage  than  if  a  large,  green  canopy 
were  still  covering  the  crop. 

If  the  industry  can  harvest  all  of  the 
acreage  this  year  and  should  tonnage 
and  sugar  yields  continue  at  their  cur- 
rent levels,  the  industry  would  grind 
over  16  million  tons  of  cane  and  produce 
over  1.6  million  short  tons  of  sugar.  Both 
of  these  would  be  record  yields  and 
would  surpass  previous  production  fig- 
ures by  more  than  20%. 

Outfield  Testing  and  the  Combine 

Over  the  years,  the  final  stages  of  the 
variety  development  program,  which 
are  referred  to  as  outfield  tests,  have 
been  improved  to  keep  up  with  changes 
in  the  industry.  Of  course,  the  program  is 
conducted  cooperatively  by  USD  A,  LSU 
and  the  League.  Currently  the  individu- 
als who  conduct  the  day  to  day  work  in 
the  outfield  include  Donnie  Garrison 
who  has  30  years  experience  at  USDA, 
Windell  Jackson  and  Herman 
Waguespack,  Jr.  of  the  League  who  to- 
gether have  over  43  years  experience 
and  Danny  Guillot  of  LSU  who  is  in  his 
second  year  of  work  in  the  outfield. 
Three  of  them  have  participated  in  the 
testing  and  release  of  most  of  the  cur- 
rently grown  commercial  varieties. 
While  experience  doesn't  always  make 
for  perfection,  the  fact  that  these  gentle- 
men know  the  type  of  variety  this  indus- 
try needs  and  have  the  experience  to 
gather  the  information  in  the  most  prac- 
tical, scientific  manner  possible,  means 
that  growers  and  processors  can  rest 
assured  that  all  is  being  done  to  find  an 
eventual  replacement  for  LCP  85-384. 
The  same  is  true  for  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  variety  development  pro- 
gram which  is  currently  being  expanded 
to  increase  its  chances  of  producing  a 


variety  as  good  or  better  than  our  cur- 
rent standard. 

In  the  outfield,  while  the  basic  design 
of  the  tests  has  changed  little  over  the 
years,  the  methods  used  have  improved 
to  keep  up  with  the  times.  As  the  indus- 
try changed  from  primarily  single-row 
harvesters  to  two-row  harvesters,  the 
outfield  learned  how  to  adapt  and  uti- 
lize these  machines  to  cut  three-row 
plots.  Each  outfield  test  consist  of  a 
number  of  varieties,  often  10  to  20, 
which  are  planted  in  three-row  plots,  32 
feet  long.  An  alley  way  separates  the 
plots  and  there  are  three  replications  of 
each  variety  planted  in  the  test.  Cur- 
rently there  are  10  locations  which  are 
usually  harvested  through  second 
stubble  and  now  some  third  stubble 
tests  are  being  harvested. 

As  the  industry  has  changed  from 
soldier  harvesters  to  combine  harvest- 
ers, the  outfield  is  again  attempting  to 
adapt.  With  soldier  harvesters,  a  tractor 
mounted  weighing  device  was  used  to 
measure  plot  weights  for  calculating 
tons  of  cane  per  acre.  Samples  were 
taken  from  the  harvested  plots  and  used 
for  sugar  analysis.  With  combines,  this 
equipment  and  these  techniques  are  not 
of  any  use.  Two  years  ago,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  switch  in  research  plots  from 
soldier  to  combine  systems,  a  small, 
high-dump  wagon  was  built  with  load 
cells  in  the  axle  spindles  and  tongue  to 
calculate  the  weight  of  billets  being  har- 
vested in  plots  with  the  combine.  Now, 
samples  must  be  hand  cut  from  each 
plot  for  use  in  sugar  analysis.  The  inge- 
nuity of  the  outfield  crew  has  once  again 
allowed  them  to  continue  their  work  of 
variety  testing  in  light  of  the  drastic 
changes  in  harvesting  techniques  seen  in 
the  industry. 

This  year,  two  additional  weigh  wag- 
ons were  constructed  and  are  in  use  at 
LSU  and  USDA.  All  three  were  built 


with  money  dedicated  toward  research 
from  your  League  dues.  A  prototype 
sampling  device  has  now  been  con- 
structed on  one  of  these  weigh  wagons 
and  indicates  promise  as  to  collecting 
samples  of  billets  rather  than  having  to 
hand  cut  whole  stalk  samples.  These 
weigh  wagons  are  being  used  in  the  va- 
riety program  as  well  as  by  most  scien- 
tists in  other  disciplines. 

The  dedication  of  the  scientists 
working  for  this  industry  is  important  to 
your  future.  Many  of  these  scientists 
have  demonstrated  their  willingness  to 
go  the  extra  mile  in  an  attempt  to  make 
sugarcane  production  and  processing 
more  profitable.  While  they  can't  do 
anything  about  the  price  of  sugar,  they 
are  your  best  bet  to  making  sure  that 
technology  is  available  to  make  produc- 
tion of  sugarcane  in  Louisiana  as  effi- 
cient as  possible. 


HoCP  91-555 

The  distribution  of  seed  cane  of  the 
newly  released  variety,  HoCP  91-555, 
was  completed  this  fall.  Records  indi- 
cate that  2,138  tons  of  cane  were  distrib- 
uted to  211  grower  units  across  the  in- 
dustry. This  amount  of  seed  is  compa- 
rable to  that  of  previous  varieties  re- 
leased to  the  industry.  Records  also  indi- 
cate that  over  80%  of  the  seed  cane  re- 
quests were  granted  from  the  first- 
choice  station  requested.  Another  13%  of 
the  growers  received  seed  cane  from 
their  second  choice  and  only  5%  had  to 
go  to  their  third  choice  or  an  alternate 
location. 

The  League  continues  to  evaluate  its 
records  to  insure  that  maximum  effi- 
ciency is  achieved  in  the  seed  cane  in- 
crease program  for  varieties  developed 
through  its  joint  efforts  with  LSU  and 
USDA. 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


Howell  Chiasson 

Thibodaux 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


K-S- 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


Qualify  Industries.  Inc. 

says 
QJAamJc  Qyoa  ana 
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We  appreciate  all  of  the  ideas,  feedback,  and  support 
given  to  us  by  the  sugarcane  industry. 


Wishing  you 

a  safe  and 

prosperous 

holiday 

season! 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 


*  New  Design  by  Quality  * 
*  Built  in  Louisiana  * 


Helping  Sugarcane  Farmers  &  Sugarmills 

Get  Greater  Efficiency  with 

PROVEN  PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY. 


wditif 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street 

P.O.  Box  406  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 
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BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  &  Spradley 

Legislature  Sees  Many  New  Faces 


As  a  result  of  the  elections  on  Oc- 
tober 23  and  the  following  run- 
offs, at  least  twenty-five  percent 
of  the  House  and  Senate  membership 
will  be  new  faces. 

Senate  -  Elected 

The  new  Senators  will  be  of  particu- 
lar interest  to  League  members  since 
many  of  the  new  legislators  are  from 
sugar  cane  areas.  The  new  Senators 
should  represent  sugar  interests  well, 
since  they  have  all  demonstrated  con- 
cern for  the  industry  and  business  inter- 
ests in  general.  Following  is  a  list  of 
those  newly  elected  to  the  Senate  on 
October  23  and  the  districts  they  repre- 
sent. Also  included  are  the  Senate  seats 
that  were  decided  in  the  November  run- 
off. 

Joel  Chaisson  -  Destrahan 
Clo  Fontenot  -  Livingston 
Butch  Gautreaux  -  Morgan  City 
Fred  Hoyt  -  Abbeville 
Bill  Jones  -  Jonesboro 
Joe  McPherson  -  Alexandria 
Mike  Michot  -  Lafayette 
Willie  Mount  -  Lake  Charles 
Lynn  Dean  -  Braithwaite 
Jon  Johnson  -  New  Orleans 
Max  Malone  -  Shreveport 
Rob  Marionneaux  -  Livonia 

House  of  Representatives  -  Elected 

Because  several  House  members  ran 
for  Senate  seats,  the  sugar  cane  areas 
will  also  see  many  new  faces  represent- 
ing them  in  the  House.  There  were  13 


House  seats  up  for  grabs  in  the  General 
Election,  a  result  of  several  people  run- 
ning for  each  seat,  but  eight  Representa- 
tives were  elected  outright  in  October. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  those  members 
elected  in  October  and  the  House  seats 
that  were  decided  in  the  runoff  this 
month. 

Donald  Cazayoux  -  Livonia 
Mike  Futrell  -  Baton  Rouge 
Michael  Jackson  -  Baton  Rouge 
Eric  LeFleur  -  Ville  Platte 
Loulan  Pitre  -  Lockport 
Jane  Smith  -  Bossier  City 
Michael  Strain  -  Abita  Springs 
T.  Taylor  Townsend  -  Natchitoches 
Ernie  Alexander  -  Lafayette 
Clara  Baudoin  -  Carencro 
Karen  Carter  -  New  Orleans 
Leonard  Lucas  -  New  Orleans 
A.G.  Crowe  -  Slidell 
Carla  Dartez  -  Morgan  City 
Dale  Erdey  -  Denham  Springs 
Lydia  Jackson  -  Shreveport 
Kay  Katz  -  Monroe 
Emma  Devillier  -  Plaquemine 
Cedric  Richmond  -  New  Orleans 
Gary  Smith,  Jr.  -  Destrahan 
Rick  Farrar  -  Alexandria 

Needless  to  say,  when  there  is  such  a 
turnover  in  the  House  and  Senate,  the 
leadership  positions  on  committees  are 
impacted.  As  this  column  was  going  to 
press,  discussions  continued  in  regard  to 
those  legislators  who  would  be  ap- 
pointed to  leadership  positions  in  the 
House  and  in  the  Senate. 
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1999  High  Yield  Winners 


(1998  Crop) 
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William  and  Ricky  Broussard  of 
William,      John 
J§  Broussard  Farms. 


'J  i 
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Top  20  Producer  -  17th  Place 
I    District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


■[■  .»$.  Jimmy  Flanagan 

f*  Iberia  Parish  County  Agent  (left) 

£^4 


Leslie  Rodrigue  of  Riverland 
Farms. 

Top  20  Producer  -  18th  Place 
Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  John 
District  Acreage  Category  Winner 

Dr.  Clint  DePew 

LSU  Ag  Extension  Service  (left) 


MMiM 


mmmgrnlm 
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Lenis  Jr.,  Lenis  Sr.  and  Scott 

Clement  of  Clement  Brothers, 

- 

1     Inc.    Not    pictured,    Micheal 
1     Broussard. 

Top  20  Producer  -  19th  Place 
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Davis  Callegan  (no  picture  available) 

Top  20  Producer  -  20th  Place 


McManor  Planting  (no  picture  available) 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  Ascension 

Albert  Trappey  (no  picture  available) 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  Iberia 


John  Lee  "Nicky",  Brian  and 
Craig  Melancon  of  Melancon 
Sugar  Cane  Farms. 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  Martin 

Alfred  Guidry 

St.  Martin  County  Agent  (right) 


^  lfj     Donnie    Morris    and    Donald 

I     Gilbert 

Top  Parish  Producer  -  St.  Mary 

District      Acreage      Category 
Winner 
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Lawrence  Burt,  II 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


Ted  and  Tim  Broussard  of  Ted 
Broussard  Farms,  Inc. 

District  Acreage  Category  Winner 


UAP 

MDSOUTH 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(225)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 

(318)276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(225)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS,  INC. 

12617  East  Hwv.  90  •  Jeanerette.  LA  70544 

We  are  now  offering       m 
a  locating  service  to 
find  farm  equipment, 
tractors,  trucks,  trailers 
&  construction  equipment 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-259-3453 
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Switch  to  Hibemia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 

©  1 998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 
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1999  Outstanding 
Junior  Sugar  Cane  Farmers 
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Anita  Chauvin 

Iberia  Parish 


w. 


MBS 
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Daughter  of  Alice  Chauvin  and 
Donald  Chauvin  and  stepdaughter 
of  Paulette  Chauvin. 


Brandy  Foret  (no  picture  available) 

Lafourche  Parish 

Daughter  of  Rodney  and  Amy  Foret. 


Derek  Albert 

St.  Martin  Parish 

Son  of  Curry  and  Vickie  Albert. 
Dr.  Denver  Loupe  (right) 
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Brandon  Gravois 

St.  James  Parish 

Son  of  Alan  and  Lynette  Gravois. 


fill 


Kolt  Chauvin 

St.  Mary  Parish 


Son    of    Todd     and    Margaret   1 
Chauvin  and  Melissa  Mogoun. 


Dr.  Charlie  Miller  (left)  and  Charlie 
Melancon  (right) 
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\    Tfj*    Timmy  Clement 

Terrebonne  Parish 

">  '  "        Son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gene 
j    Clement,  Jr. 
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Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about... 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve  land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 


LAND  BANK 


Louisiana  Federal 
Land  Bank  Association 

Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(318)  942-1461        (225)  344-2691 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


flJSJgg 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


^v 


RD  7    (       Cane      ^ 
NT  /        Contractors 
yS         I        Inc.        J 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 
Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA,  70582  •  Phone  (318)  845-5080 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR.        SALE 


•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with 
large  JD  engine  and  front  wheel 
assist  -  $5,000;  6'  Case  End  Row 
Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)  -  $100; 
1990  Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490 
hrs.  -  $22,500.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin 
at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD 

7400  Hi-Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile 
tank  &  rack,  4,900  hours;  Int'l  1086 
Hi-Crop  w/tank  &  rack;  1394  Case 
MFWD;  1993  Cameco  CHT  2500 
Chopper  Harvester;  (2)  Tandem 
Axle  Transloader  Wagons; 
Midland  21 '  Disk  w/hydraulic  fold 
wings;  Call  (225)  937-0846  (day)  or 
(225)  627-9577  (evenings  -  6pm- 
9pm),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab 

&  air  -  $60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR 
SINGLE-ROW  CUTTER.  Call  (318) 
346-7385. 

•  1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel  drive 
cane  cutter,  cab  &  air,  excellent 
condition  -  $45,000;  J  &  L  4-wheel 
Drive  Field  Loader,  cab  &  air  - 
$10,000;  Drott  40  Excavator,  rubber 
tires,  4-wheel  drive,  cane  grab  & 
bucket  -  $20,000.  Call  Jimmy 
Jarreau  at  (225)  637-4873. 

•20 -New  16.9x28  R1W  tires; 
20 -New  16.9x30  R1W  tires 

$495  each.  Call  (318)  879-7932  (W) 
leave  message. 

•  3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row 

Harvester.  Call  Roland  Bourgeois, 
Vacherie  at  (225)  265-4452  (leave  a 
message). 


•  1983  Single-row  Broussard 
Harvester,  double  ends  &  scroll, 
CAT  3208  engine,  New  18-4-38 
tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new 
trans  &  engine  overhauled  in  '97  - 
$14,000;  856  Hi-Clearance  Int'l  - 
$2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type  Plow 
Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with  gauge 
wheels  and  cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD 
4240,  Hi-clearance  1981;  1  front 
mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal.  tank  - 
$100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17' 
-  $2,000;  Rolling  Cultivator, 
Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250;  Rolling 
Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  -  $75; 
Int'l  3-row  Chopper  -  $1,000;  3 
one-row  shavers  -  best  offer.  Call 
Damiam  Pierre  at  (318)  229-6932. 

•  3  Tandem  Basket  Wagons  -  $4,500 

each.  Call  (504)  369-7788. 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain 
pilar  and  backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane 
Wagons  with  60  ton  Army  Hitches, 
extra  wheels  and  hubs;  18-Wheeler 
quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell 
Judice  at  (318)  394-4727. 

•  (8)  Bayou  Service  Transloader 
Wagons  -  $2,500  each.  Call  Aucoin 
Farms,  Inc.  at  (225)  687-9508, 
Donald  at  (225)  687-2111,  or 
Donald,  Jr.  at  (225)  687-8100. 

•  (2)  7-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane 
Carts  -  $12,000  each;  (4)  10-ton 
Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane  Carts  - 

$16,000  each;  Call  (318)  876-3477. 

CLASSIFIED,  continued  on  20 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


OR.        SALE 


CLASSIFIED,  continued  from  19 


Rotobec  Grab  -  $8,500;  1973 
Broussard  Self  Propelled  Cane 
Loader  -  $8,500;  3-row  Thompson 
Heavy  Duty  Cultivator  with  off  bar 
attachment  -  $7,500;  3-row 
Thompson  Light  Weight  Cultiva- 
tor with  off  bar  attachment  -  $5,000; 
3-row  Prime  Heavy  Duty  with  off 
bar  attachments  -  $6,500;  4-row 
Thompson  Cultivator  -  $6,500;  8- 
row  JD  Flex  Hipper  -  $2,500; 
Holding  basket  for  billet  cane  with 
hydraulic  wheels  -  $8,000.  Call. 
Paul  Schexnayder  Farms  at  (225) 
638-3002. 

Northwest  18ft.  Tiller  with  2  extra 
belts  added  and  Row  Markers  and 
Row  Shapers;  Cameco  Dump  Cart 
converted  to  Dipping  Vat  for  Billet 
Seed  Cane;  JD  630  22ft.  Disc 
Harrow;  Cameco  3-row  Hydraulic 
Shaver;  Bigham  Bros.  Covering 
Tool  with  Gandy  Boxes;  3-row 
Shopmade  Opening  Tool;  2-6000 
Gal.  Fuel  Tanks;  3-row  Shopmade 
Roller  Packer;  500  Gallon  3  Point 
Hitch  Tank  with  Pump  Gauges  and 
3-row  Cane  Boom;  Broussard 
Planter  Aid.  Call  Melvin  Reed  at 
(318)  346-4388  or  Pete  Hales  at 
(318)346-4836. 


•  Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2- 
row  Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling 
gate,  JD  power.  1993  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling 
gate,  JD  power.  Both  ready  and 
repaired.  6  sets  Direct  Haul  Chain 
Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24  grader  tires. 
Call  (318)  365-5036  night  or  day  or 
(318)  373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 

WANTED:  (3)  8ft.  wide  Planters 
Aids.  Call  (225)  687-3683  (day)  or 
(225)  687-6713  or  (225)  638-7494 
(night). 

WANTED:  General  Farm  Manager  for 

day  to  day  sugarcane  production 
management  of  large  expanding 
operation.  Requirements  -  willing- 
ness to  relocate,  do  hand-on  work 
and  supervision,  minimum  of  five 
years  farm  management  experience, 
experienced  with  machinery  and 
fabrication.  Company  Offerings  - 
salary  (D.O.E.),  company  vehicle, 
paid  vacation,  uniforms,  profit 
sharing.  Send  resume  to  Personnel 
Department,  2513  E.  Admiral  Doyle, 
New  Iberia,  LA  70560. 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices  I 

(504)  526-8973 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (3 1 8)  367-8233 
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Commercial  Members 

OF  THE 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  of  the  U.S.A.  Inc. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 
P.O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  TX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  1800E  County  Line  Road 
P.  O.  Box  16099,  Jackson,  MS  39236 
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THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Mixed  Emotions  in  Seattle 


Well,  Seattle  was  a  throw  back 
to  the  '60s,  and  I  remember 
that  period  well.  Even 
though  I  didn't  make  it  to  Woodstock,  I 
did  make  the  Festival  of  Life  at  McRea, 
Louisiana  which  is  just  a  little  north  of 
Coon  in  Pointe  Coupee  Parish.  I  am  sure 
no  one  reading  this  will  have  to  pull  out 
their  Louisiana  road  map!!!  That  is  an- 
other story  for  maybe  another  time. 

Back  to  Seattle,  the  site  of  the  WTO 
Ministerial  Conference  which  was  re- 
cently completed  (Nov.  29-Dec.3).  The 
standing  joke  in  Seattle  at  the  time  was 
that  everyone  was  meeting  in  Seattle 
except  the  WTO  Ministers.  That  was 
because  of  the  protest  and  riots  that  were 
ongoing  in  this  beautiful,  but  wet  city. 
The  different  groups  spent  all  of  their 
time  trying  to  get  the  media's  attention. 
The  groups  I  speak  of  were  the  Cairn 
Group,  The  International  Alliance  for 
Sugar  Reform,  the  Australians,  the 
Queensland  Group,  and  many  others,  as 
well  as  our  own  American  Sugar  Alli- 
ance. It  was  really  interesting  to  see  just 
who  all  of  these  attendees  wanted  to 
shmooze  with  ...  NOT  THE  MINISTER! 
BUT,  THE  NEWS  MEDIA!  It  was  a  con- 
stant game  played  by  the  many  and  var- 
ied groups  to  see  how  many  media  types 
they  could  get  to  their  briefing,  news 
conference,  or  any  other  event  where 
they  would  pronounce  their  agendas 
and  positions  in  hopes  of  some  mention 
in  the  next  day's  paper  or  news  pro- 
gram. This  went  on  from  start  to  finish, 


day  in  and  day  out,  morning  noon  and 
night.  Needless  to  say  however,  the  only 
people  who  really  achieved  their  goal  of 
getting  any  or  all  of  the  coverage  they 
wanted  were  the  protesters.  No  Viet- 
nam, no  1968  Democratic  National  Con- 
vention. Nope!  Just  good  old  trade  poli- 
cies. Something  you  would  think  only  a 
good  economist  or  trade  negotiator 
could  get  excited  about. 

The  bottom  line  is  that  several 
people  that  I  know  got  a  little  ruffed  up 
on  the  street  by  the  protestors,  but  it 
didn't  appear  that  the  Ministers  did 
much  damage  to  anyone  or  any  country. 
So,  I  guess  you  could  say  in  win-loss 
terms,  we're  1  -  0  so  far  in  this  new  round 
of  trade  talks.  Oh,  yeah!  One  of  the  big- 
gest debates  among  the  ministers  at- 
tending was  whether  they  should  call 
this  round  the  Millennium  Round  or  the 
Seattle  Round.  Apparently  that  took  up 
a  substantial  amount  of  their  time  and 
attention.  Who  me?  I'm  not  complain- 
ing! 

ASSCT  -  Louisiana  Division 

This  is  just  a  reminder  that  the  Loui- 
siana Division  of  the  ASSCT  will  be 
holding  its  annual  meeting  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  February  8-9,  2000.  The  host 
hotel  will  be  the  Radisson.  If  you  haven't 
received  a  registration  or  announcement 
for  the  two  day  event,  I  suggest  that  you 
contact  the  ASSCT  office  in  Baton  Rouge 
@  225.388.6930.  If  you  wish  to  plan  far  in 
advance,  you  can  mark  your  calenders 


now  for  June  14-16,  2000.  That's  the 
dates  of  the  Louisiana-Florida  joint 
meeting  of  the  ASSCT.  This  year's  con- 
ference will  be  hosted  by  the  Floridians 
in  St.  Petersburg. 

Volleyball 

I  guess  you're  saying  to  yourself, 
"what  has  volleybal '  got  to  do  with  the 
sugar  industry?"  Well,  it  really  doesn't. 
However,  I  couldn't  help  it,  since  I  am 
the  Editor,  to  brag  a  little  on  my  daugh- 
ter Claire.  Claire,  who  is  a  senior  playing 
for  the  Assumption  High  School  Lady 
Mustang  Volleyball  Team  was  selected 
to  the  Honorable  Mention  District  Team. 
The  team  itself,  finished  FIRST  in  state  in 
their  division  for  the  third  straight  year. 
I  guess  you  might  say  I'm  a  proud  Dad! 

Price 

I  don't  need  to  tell  anyone  reading 
this  article  that  the  price  has  not  im- 
proved. I  wrote  last  month  about  the 
"stuffed  molasses"  dilemma  and  about 
the  over  supply  of  sugar  in  the  U.S.  Well, 
in  meeting  with  USDA  in  Washington, 
one  of  the  department  officials  stated 
that  the  model  used  by  the  department 
provided  that  the  price  of  #14  domesti- 
cally should  be  21.5  cents  when  the 
stocks  to  use  ratio  is  17.6%,  as  it  was  in 
November.  When  asked  if  that  were 
true,  why  was  the  price  at  that  time  in 
the  17  cent  range?  His  response:  "  either 
there  is  some  manipulation  of  the  mar- 
ket or  its  an  anomaly."  Well,  with  a  ship- 
ment of  "syrup"  of  high  sugar  content 
coming  into  the  Port  of  New  Orleans  in 
December,  and  a  report  of  many  tank  car 
loads  of  the  same  "stuff"  at  the  Mexican 
border  to  be  shipped  north  to  a  beet  fa- 
cility for  processing,  I  think  an  anomaly 
can  be  ruled  out. 

Those  people  in  this  country  who 
deal  in  the  sweetener  market  and  are  the 
people  who  affect  the  price  of  our  com- 


modity apparently  knew  long  before  it 
became  obvious  to  us  that  some  new 
sugar  was  forthcoming.  Sugar  that  was 
not  to  be  reported  or  accounted  for  by 
USDA.  Being  aware  that  this  year's 
sugar  cane  and  sugar  beet  crops  will 
probably  set  records  has  not  helped  our 
situation.  But,  intentional  circumvention 
of  the  intent  of  the  law  as  it  governs  this 
syrup,  which  has  become  better  known 
as  "stuffed  molasses,"  is  bringing  devas- 
tation to  our  price.  The  irony  is  that  the 
price  for  refined /white  sugar  has  held 
relatively  strong  through  all  of  this 
downturn  in  the  #14  price.  It  has  become 
quite  obvious  to  me  that  there  is  no 
longer  a  connect  between  raws  and 
white  prices.  And,  it  appears  there  is  no 
connection  with  other  sweeteners  and 
our  price  any  longer.  As  Reilly  (as  in  the 
Life  of  Reilly  TV  series)  used  to  say. 
"What  a  revolting  development  this  is!" 


ENTERPRISES 
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Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about...  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm, 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity... buy  or  improve 
land... build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 

provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Louisiana  Federal 
Land  Bank  Association 


Opelousas 
(337)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
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Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

•Fully  Automatic* 

•All  Hydraulic* 

*7'x25'  Carrying  Capacity* 

*  1 5  acres  per  day  proven* 

•Stainless  Steel  Hoppers* 

Simple  ♦  Rugged  ♦  Reliable 

••  Now  Available  ** 

3-row  Billet  Planters 

Ranting  Rates  up  to  50  acres  per  day 
Hearne  Consulting,  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave, 
Opelousas,  LA  70570 
To  place  your  order  call 
(337)942-8180     
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American  Sugar  Cane  League 
BUS  TRIP  2000 

Washington,  D.C. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  proceeding  with  plans  for  a  bus  trip  to 
Washington,  D.C.  The  trip  will  include  tours  of  Historic  sites  and  Museums, 
a  social  with  Congressional  members  and  their  staff,  and  an  opportunity  to 
speak  with  your  Washington  representatives  about  political  issues  that  affect 
your  lively  hood.  We  estimate  that  bus  transportation,  hotels,  refreshments 
on  the  bus,  and  tours  will  cost  between  $550  and  $600  per  person.  This  fee 
does  not  include  meals,  tips,  and  entertainment. 

Firm  dates  have  not  be  established  yet,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  trip  will 
take  place  as  early  as  the  last  week  of  February  and  as  late  as  the  second 
week  of  march. 

If  you  are  interested  in  attending,  please  complete  the  form  below  and  send 
a  deposit  of  $  1 00  per  person  to  reserve  a  seat  on  the  bus.  When  a  bus  is  filled 
to  capacity,  a  waiting  list  will  be  maintained. 


Name 


Address 


Phone  Numbers  (      ) Day  (      ) Night 


Please  mail  the  completed  form  and  your  deposit  of  $100  to: 

American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bus  Trip 

P.  O.  Box  938 

Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


WASHINGTON 


by  Don  Wallace 


DATE 


WTO  Begins  New  Round  in  Seattle 


The  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO)  last  month  launched  its 
first  round  of  trade  negotiations 
since  its  inception  five  years  ago.  Del- 
egations from  135  member  countries,  as 
well  as  thousands  of  other  attendees 
representing  hundreds  of  non-govern- 
mental organizations,  convened  in  Se- 
attle to  begin  trade  negotiations  cover- 
ing a  wide  range  of  subjects,  including 
agriculture.  Unfortunately  for  WTO  of- 
ficials, several  thousand  other  people 
also  showed  up  in  the  streets  to  protest 
social,  environmental,  and  economic 
damage  they  attribute  to  the  WTO  and 
its  trading  system. 

Demonstrators  clogged  the  streets  of 
downtown  Seattle,  surrounding  hotels 
and  meeting  centers  where  delegates 
had  convened.  Early  on,  small  groups 
within  the  protests  turned  violent  by 
smashing  windows  and  looting  store- 
fronts. More  peaceful  demonstrators 
staged  sit-ins  at  street  corners,  blocking 
traffic  and  refusing  to  move.  The  pro- 
tests delayed  the  first  day  of  sessions, 
intensifying  pressure  on  delegates  to 
reach  consensus  in  less  time  on  a  Minis- 
terial Declaration  that  was  already 
showing  signs  of  being  beyond  consen- 
sus. U.S.  Trade  Representative  Charlene 
Barshefsky,  who  served  as  WTO  Confer- 


ence Chairperson,  announced  at  the 
outset  that  no  single  element  of  a  Minis- 
terial Declaration  would  be  agreed,  even 
if  a  Working  Group  agreed  to  its  particu- 
lar text,  until  all  elements  of  the  entire 
text  were  agreed.  And  in  the  end,  time 
ran  out  on  the  delegates,  who  left  Seattle 
without  producing  a  Declaration. 

The  seeds  for  the  indecisive  conclu- 
sion were  sown  the  previous  week  in 
Geneva,  where  efforts  to  prepare  a  draft 
declaration  for  consideration  by  the  del- 
egates in  Seattle  had  been  fruitless.  At 
issue  were  several  major  sticking  points, 
such  as  how  to  approach  market  access 
and  tariff  reduction  schemes.  In  agricul- 
ture, the  United  States  (US)  and  the  Eu- 
ropean Union  (EU)  disagreed,  among 
other  things,  over  possible  reductions  in 
export  subsidies. 

These  disagreements  continued  to 
manifest  themselves  in  Seattle.  The 
Working  Group  on  Agriculture,  led  by 
Chairperson  George  Yeo,  of  Singapore, 
pored  over  several  issues,  including  the 
preferential  treatment  of  developing 
countries  and  whether  agricultural 
products  should  be  treated  the  same  as 
industrial  products.  The  EU  tried  to 
counter  US  attacks  on  European  export 
subsidy  regimes  by  questioning  US  farm 
programs  that  provide  export  enhance- 


ment  and  financing.  Proponents  of 
"multifunctionality,"  in  which  non- 
trade  objectives  such  as  environmental 
protection  and  food  security  are  consid- 
ered, insisted  on  its  inclusion  in  the  dec- 
laration draft.  Two  distinct  groups 
emerged.  One  side  supported  the  even- 
tual complete  integration  of  agricultural 
trade  rules  into  the  VTO  mainstream,  a 
total  elimination  of  export  subsidies, 
substantial  increases  in  market  access, 
and  limiting  support  for  non-trade  ob- 
jectives to  policies  that  do  not  distort 
trade.  The  other  side  pushed  for  a  con- 
tinuing distinction  between  rules  for 
agriculture  from  other  industrial  sectors, 
refused  to  accept  a  total  elimination  of 
export  subsidies,  and  emphasized  the 
importance  of  " multifunctionality. " 

Chairperson  Yeo  offered  a  draft  agri- 
culture text  that  he  hoped  would  reflect 
compromise  language  between  the  two 
emerging  sides.  Yeo  spoke  about  the  dif- 
ficulty of  walking  on  a  tightrope,  and 
urged  the  delegates  to  help  him  strike  an 
acceptable  balance.  About  60  countries 
submitted  comments  on  the  draft.  Yet, 
just  as  no  overall  Ministerial  Declaration 
was  produced,  no  agricultural  text  was 
finalized. 

As  delegates  left  Seattle,  plans  were 
underway  to  continue  negotiations.  As 
The  Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press,  the 
WTO  General  Council  is  scheduled  to 
meet  in  mid-December.  Further  discus- 
sions between,  and  among,  WTO  Direc- 
tor-General Mike  Moore  and  member 
countries  will  take  place  informally  over 
the  next  several  weeks,  possibly  months. 
Yet,  whatever  happens,  it  has  already 
been  agreed  that  talks  on  agriculture 
will  start  shortly  after  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year. 

Congress  Heads  Home,  Prepares  for 
Next  Year 

The  106th  Congress  adjourned  for 


the  winter  a  few  weeks  later  than 
planned,  after  House  and  Senate  leader- 
ship were  able  to  reach  agreement  on 
remaining  spending  bills.  The  House 
closed  their  first  session  with  a  296-135 
vote  approving  a  compromise  spending 
bill,  which  included  $576  million  in 
emergency  disaster  relief  for  farmers 
suffering  from  weather  catastrophes  and 
mandated  implementation  of  the  dairy 
reform  known  as  Option  1-A.  It  also  ex- 
tended the  Northeast  Dairy  Compact  for 
another  two  years. 

When  legislators  return  to  Washing- 
ton, they  will  face  several  important  is- 
sues, including  a  possible  review  of  the 
entire  scope  of  federal  agriculture  policy. 
In  the  background,  of  course,  will  be 
many  important  election  battles  as  Re- 
publicans and  Democrats  square  off  for 
control  of  both  the  White  House  and 
Congress. 

December  WASDE  Projects  Lower 
Domestic  Supply 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  has  released  the  December  re- 
port of  the  World  Agricultural  Supply  & 
Demand  Estimates,  lowering  its  projec- 
tions for  domestic  supply  for  the  current 
fiscal  year.  Overall,  domestic  production 
for  1999/2000  is  now  expected  to  reach 
8.745  million  short  tons,  raw  value,  or 
160,000  tons  less  than  last  month's  esti- 
mate. The  decreased  supply  results  in 
throughput  of  16.8%. 

The  decline  in  expected  production 
is  attributed  to  lower  forecast  yields  in 
Florida  and  lower  than  expected  area  for 
sugar  in  Louisiana,  although  area  for 
seed  use  in  Louisiana  is  higher  than  ex- 
pected. Florida  is  now  projected  to  pro- 
duce 2.030  million  tons,  compared  to 
1.600  million  for  Louisiana.  The  produc- 
tion loss  is  partially  offset  by  an  ex- 
pected increase  of  sugar  imported  under 
the  Refined  Sugar  Re-export  Program. 
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THE  BEST  GETS  BETTER! 


The  New  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Wagon 
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FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Rjchard 


Crop  Report  -  Dr.  Merlin  Henderson 
What's  Needed  for  Next  Year 


At  this  date  in  the  harvest  season, 
December  13,  estimates  are  that 
the  state's  crop  is  about  80% 
completed.  However,  some  growers  at  a 
few  factories  are  only  slightly  over  half- 
way with  the  harvest.  Several  factories 
are  scheduled  to  complete  their  seasons 
near  January  1  while  others  estimate 
that  the  season  will  not  be  completed 
until  sometime  between  January  10  and 
15.  Thus  far,  no  serious  freezes  have  oc- 
curred although  numerous  frosts  have 
been  experienced  in  the  northern  areas 
and  much  of  the  remainder  of  the  belt 
has  had  at  least  one  frost. 

At  this  time,  it  would  appear  that  the 
industry  will  grind  close  to  the  16  mil- 
lion tons  of  cane  that  were  estimated 
earlier  in  the  year.  The  current  sugar 
content  average  is  near  211  pounds  of 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  raw  value.  These 
production  levels  would  provide  an  in- 
dustry average  of  over  37  tons  of  cane 
per  acre  and  a  sugar  per  acre  over  7600 
pounds.  Total  production  would  out 
yield  the  earlier  estimates  of  1.6  million 
tons  of  sugar. 

However,  with  a  month  still  to  go  be- 
fore the  entire  crop  is  completed,  there  is 
still  ample  time  for  a  freeze  to  reduce  the 
overall  production.  While  the  state's 
production  level  will  not  reflect  any 
freeze  that  happens  between  now  and 
the  end  of  the  season,  those  growers 
who  still  have  a  significant  percentage  of 
their  crop  remaining  in  the  field  could  be 
severely  impacted. 

Dr.  Merlin  Henderson 

Dr.  Merlin  T.  Henderson  was  an  indi- 


vidual that  many  in  this  industry  never 
had  a  chance  to  know  but  probably  had 
as  great  an  impact  as  any  other  out- 
standing person  in  the  history  of  this 
industry.  He  passed  away  on  Sunday, 
November  21, 1999  in  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 
He  was  born  December  5, 1914  in  Ward, 
Louisiana.  He  received  his  B.S.  from  the 
University  of  Southwestern  Louisiana  in 
1939,  M.S.  from  Louisiana  State  Univer- 
sity in  1941  and  Ph.D.  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Minnesota  in  1945.  Dr.  Henderson 
came  to  LSU  in  August  of  1945  and  was 
appointed  the  rank  of  Alumni  Professor 
in  February  of  1975.  Dr.  Henderson  re- 
tired in  June  of  1980. 

While  at  LSU,  Dr.  Henderson  was  in 
the  Department  of  Agronomy  and 
served  as  a  major  professor  for  numer- 
ous graduate  students,  including  this 
author.  Several  of  his  students  were  un- 
der a  graduate  assistantship  funded  by 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  and 
worked  on  genetic  studies  in  sugarcane 
breeding  and  selection.  Other  students 
worked  on  rice  or  cotton  breeding.  Some 
of  these  students  included  Rouse  Caffey, 
the  retired  Chancellor  of  the  LSU  Agri- 
cultural Center;  Leo  Hebert,  recently 
deceased  USDA  researcher  who  worked 
in  sugarcane  in  both  Louisiana  and 
Florida;  Dick  Breaux,  retired  sugarcane 
breeder  at  USDA  in  Houma  who  was 
directly  responsible  for  most  of  the  com- 
mercial varieties  grown  in  this  industry 
for  the  last  30  years;  Jorge  Mariotti,  who 
is  currently  in  sugarcane  research  in  Ar- 
gentina; Ben  Legendre,  current  research 
leader  at  the  USDA  Station  in  Houma 
and  internationally  recognized  for  his 


II 


expertise  in  numerous  areas  of  sugar- 
cane production  and  processing;  Danny 
Viator,  currently  a  sugarcane  grower  in 
the  Youngsville  area  and  past  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  the  League;  Sonny  Viator, 
currently  the  superintendent  of  the  LSU 
Iberia  Research  Station  which  is  now 
actively  involved  in  ugarcane  research; 
John  Dunckelman,  who  directs  the  re- 
search activities  of  the  Florida  Sugar 
Cane  League;  and  Gene  Bouquet,  cur- 
rently with  the  LSU  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  conducting  research  in 
other  crops.  He  also  served  as  an  editor 
for  the  International  and  American  Soci- 
ety of  Sugarcane  Technologies. 

Quite  an  impressive  list  of  students 
who  have  had  major  impact  on  sugar- 
cane research.  Dr.  Henderson  was  well 
known  for  his  classes  in  plant  breeding 
and  in  statistics.  Many  a  student  experi- 
enced his  vast  knowledge  in  these  areas 
and  had  an  opportunity  to  try  to  pass  his 
often  difficult  exams.  While  many  of  his 
students  did  not  think  much  of  it  at  the 
time,  we  all  realize  now  how  important 
those  lectures  were  in  developing  us  for 
our  future  careers.  Dr.  Henderson  had  a 
real  influence  not  only  in  his  lectures  but 
also  for  his  training  of  these  individuals 
who  would  later  impact  the  Louisiana 
sugarcane  industry.  He  will  be  sadly 
missed  by  his  family  and  by  those  of  us 
who  knew  him  for  the  teacher  and  ad- 
viser that  he  was. 

What's  Needed  for  Next  Year 

This  industry  has,  for  what  would 
appear  to  be  the  second  year  in  a  row, 
gambled  and  won.  More  cane  than 
could  be  processed  in  a  normal  amount 
of  time  has  been  grown  and  it  looks  at 
this  time  like  it  may  all  get  processed. 
Both  years  have  set  new  records  for  total 
production  of  both  cane  and  sugar.  Next 
year,  like  every  year,  will  bring  its  own 


conditions  and  will  be  just  as  different  as 
every  other  year.  However,  with  the 
large  amount  of  LCP  85-384  in  the  indus- 
try, one  could  expect  that  yields  will 
once  again  be  above  the  average  of  years 
past.  However,  while  yields  may  not  be 
of  concern,  the  price  of  our  product  is. 

The  League  is  doing  all  it  can  to  try  to 
correct  the  price  problems  that  currently 
exist.  However,  in  the  meantime,  grow- 
ers and  processors  will  have  to  take 
some  drastic  measures  to  survive  next 
year.  This  may  mean  cutting  costs  in 
some  areas  and  doing  everything  pos- 
sible to  maximize  yields  with  minimal 
inputs.  While  every  penny  will  count, 
growers  and  processors  should  look  at 
the  big  items  and  see  whether  there  is 
any  room  for  cutting  costs.  Cutting  in- 
puts can  sometimes  result  in  cost  sav- 
ings with  no  or  little  loss  in  productivity. 
In  other  instances,  cutting  inputs  can 
result  in  false  savings  as  productivity 
drops  to  the  point  where  money  is  lost 
rather  than  saved.  Growers  and  proces- 
sors should  examine  their  budgets  care- 
fully and  consult  with  others  about  the 
best  ways  to  survive  the  year. 

While  achieving  long  term  goals  is  a 
necessary  but  challenging  objective, 
simply  surviving  next  year  could  be 
more  difficult.  Growers  and  processors 
won't  be  able  to  afford  any  mistakes  so 
some  very  careful  planning  will  be  nec- 
essary. This  industry  will  need  to  work 
together  to  survive  the  low  prices  that 
exist.  Communication  and  teamwork 
will  both  be  important  in  surviving  the 
coming  year.  There  will  be  numerous 
discussions  at  various  meeting  during 
the  spring  that  will  help  industry  mem- 
bers arrive  at  the  best  ways  to  improve 
efficiency.  The  League  will  of  course  as- 
sist in  whatever  way  possible  in  helping 
growers  and  processors  to  survive  the 
difficult  year  ahead. 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 
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Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 
of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by- 
adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 

©  1 998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 


14 


THE        BATON        ROUGE        LINE 


by  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  &  Spradley 


Former  Farmer  to  become 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 


Charlie  Dewitt,  a  representative 
from  Rapides  Parish,  will  be 
named  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  January  10,  2000, 
when  the  new  Legislature  is  sworn  into 
office  and  the  House  and  Senate  meet  to 
elect  officers. 

The  sugar  industry  should  have  a 
friend  in  Dewitt,  who  is  no  stranger  to 
agricultural  issues.  Not  only  is  his  dis- 
trict rich  in  various  agricultural  crops  - 
corn,  milo,  cotton,  sugarcane,  and  soy- 
beans -  but  Dewitt  himself  was  a  long- 
time farmer,  raising  soybeans  and  milo 
for  25  years.  And  farming  is  in  the  fam- 
ily; Dewitt's  father  was  a  cotton  farmer. 
Therefore  he  understands  the  challenges 
facing  the  agriculture  industry  today 
and  will  be  able  to  incorporate  his  per- 
sonal experience  when  considering 
these  matters.  In  years  past,  Dewitt  has 
served  on  the  House  Agriculture  Com- 
mittee. 

The  position  of  Speaker  of  the  House 
is  important  because  of  the  power  inher- 
ent in  the  office.  The  Speaker  appoints 
Committee  Chairmen,  the  members  of 
committees,  presides  over  the  House  on 
a  daily  basis  when  the  House  is  in  Ses- 
sion, and  makes  rulings  on  many  issues 
that  can  serve  to  kill  or  give  life  to  a  bill. 
In  other  words,  for  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses the  Speaker  can  determine  the 
balance  of  a  committee  through  commit- 


tee appointments  that  can  determine  the 
fate  of  some  bills  before  they  are  even 
introduced.  For  instance,  if  a  Speaker 
were  to  appoint  a  majority  of  business- 
minded  legislators  to  committees  such 
as  Civil  Law  and  Labor  and  Industry,  it 
would  be  virtually  impossible  to  pass 
any  legislation  that  favored  trial  attor- 
neys or  labor. 

Dewitt  has  served  in  the  Legislature 
for  20  years  and  was  Governor  Foster's 
floor  leader  during  the  Governor's  first 
term. 

NOTE:  Now  that  the  Speaker  has 
been  determined,  the  appointments  of 
committee  chairmen  will  begin  to  be 
made.  In  the  next  couple  of  months,  we 
will  brief  you  on  the  chairmen  and 
members  that  will  be  instrumental  in 
determining  the  outcome  of  issues  of 
concern  to  the  sugar  industry. 


FOR  SALE 

21'  JD  230  Disk  Plow 
All  new  blades 

Call 
3-D  Chemicals 
(337)  394-4801 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


by  James  F.  Coekver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 


TMDL"  Spells  Trouble 


The  June  1998  issue  of  The  Sugar 
Bulletin  reported  on  a  $1,728,000 
per  year  increase  in  wastewater 
discharge  permit  fees  (i.e.  taxes  that 
sugar  mills  and  other  factories  must 
pay)  that  is  supposed  to  fund  36  addi- 
tional employees  at  Louisiana  Depart- 
ment of  Environmental  Quality  (LDEQ) 
in  order  to  " fully  implement  state  and 
federal  mandates  regarding  developing 
Total  Maximum  Daily  Loads  (TMDLs).,, 
The  "TMDL"  designation  is  mostly  a 
new  name  for  an  old  and  fundamentally 
flawed  USEPA  initiative  intended  to 
cause  stream  water  quality  standards  to 
be  met  by  allocating  (usually  cutting 
back)  pollution  discharge  sufficiently,  on 
a  stream  by  stream  basis,  to  cause  stream 
water  quality  standards  to  be  met  and 
maintained  henceforth.  This  noble  idea 
was  doomed  to  failure  from  the  start 
because  USEPA  misused  its  authority  by 
demanding  that  stream  water  quality 
standards  for  dissolved  oxygen  content 
in  the  sluggish  coastal  streams  of  Louisi- 
ana be  set  at  levels  that  have  never  ex- 
isted and  cannot  be  achieved  during  hot 
weather  conditions  even  if  all  wastewa- 
ter discharges  are  removed  completely. 
The  TMDL  program  has  been  much 
in  the  news  of  late.  Environmentalists, 
including  Louisiana  Environmental  Ac- 
tion Network,  sued  in  federal  court  to 
compel  USEPA  to  designate  TMDLs  for 


all  Louisiana  streams  rather  than  allow- 
ing LDEQ  to  do  so  as  intended  by  the 
U.S.  Clean  Water  Act.  It  is  not  unusual 
for  EPA  to  be  sued  by  such  environmen- 
tal mischief  makers.  The  USEPA  gives 
money  to  such  organizations  with  the 
tacit  understanding  that  suits  will  be 
filed  to  give  USEPA  the  legal  authority  to 
do  things  that  they  want  to  do  but  they 
are  not  authorized  to  do  by  statute  or  by 
the  intent  of  Congress. 

It  seems  that  the  environmentalists 
were  very  displeased  with  LDEQ's  esti- 
mate, based  on  many  years  experience 
with  the  subject  and  close  contact  with 
still  evolving  federal  regulations  on  the 
subject,  that  it  would  take  at  least  12 
years  to  complete  the  TMDL  job  as  pres- 
ently defined.  The  federal  district  court 
issued  a  ruling  on  October  1, 1999,  order- 
ing that  USEPA  (not  LDEQ)  must  pro- 
mulgate TMDLs  for  all  Louisiana  river 
basins  within  seven  years,  beginning 
with  completion  of  TMDLs  for  the 
Mermentau-Teche- Vermilion  basin  by 
December  31,  1999.  Incredibly,  at  the 
time  this  order  was  being  issued,  USEPA 
was  in  the  process  of  receiving  public 
comment  on  draft  rules  for  the  TMDL 
program,  and  it  is  most  unlikely  that 
rulemaking  can  be  completed  by  the 
time  that  the  first  TMDL  must  be  pro- 
mulgated. However,  it  should  be  no 
more  difficult  to  do  the  absurd  in  two 
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months  than  it  is  to  do  it  in  12  years. 

What  about  the  additional  $1,728,000 
per  year  in  permit  fees  (taxes)  we  are 
paying  for  LDEQ  to  be  preparing 
TMDLs?  Not  one  more  penny  of  State 
funds  should  be  wasted  on  the  TMDL 
program.  After  all,  the  environmental- 
ists don't  want  LDEQ  to  do  the  job  and 
a  federal  judge  has  ordered  USEPA  to  do 
it.  Therefore,  USEPA  is  now  obligated  to 
pay  all  costs.  The  state  moneys  should 
be  used  by  LDEQ  to  sue  USEPA  to  re- 
quire that  the  agency  come  up  with  a 
resolution  of  the  standards  problem  cre- 
ated by  USEPA's  foolish  fiat.  Otherwise, 
the  fee  increases  should  be  rescinded  to 
give  the  money  back  to  the  taxpayers. 

Of  more  immediate  concern  is  what 
affect  will  USEPA's  TMDLs  have  on 
sugar  mills.  Who  knows  what  EPA  will 
do?  It  may  well  be  that  the  long  stand- 
ing, common  sense  agreement  (with 
LDEQ)  that  allows  sugar  mills  to  dis- 
charge waters  of  better  quality  than  the 
stream  standard,  may  fall  by  the  way- 
side. Mills  in  the  Mermentau-Teche- 
Vermillion  basin  will  have  only  three 
years  (until  December  31,  2002)  to  com- 
ply, as  the  matter  now  stands  in  court. 
Mills  in  the  Barataria  and  Terrebonne 
basins  are  scheduled  to  be  in  compliance 
by  December  31,  2006. 

Mills  discharging  all  wastewater  to 
the  Mississippi  River  should  not  be  af- 
fected by  any  TMDL.  It  is  the  many  mills 
discharging  water  to  sluggish  coastal 
streams  that  could  be  affected  adversely. 
It  may  be  necessary  to  seek  legal  and/ or 
political  remedies  if  EPA  attempts  to 
subvert  the  agreement  that  allows  high 
quality  oxygenated  effluent  to  be  dis- 
charged to  coastal  streams  that  are  natu- 
rally or  unnaturally  "deficient"  in  oxy- 
gen content  according  to  USEPA  fiat. 

In  the  long  run,  it  may  be  in  a  mill's 
best  interest  to  get  out  of  the  wastewater 
discharge  business  if  it  is  possible  do  so. 


Some  mills  are  very  close  to  having  such 
capability.  Water  management  tech- 
niques leading  to  such  status  include: 

•  Cooling  and  reusing  condenser  water. 

•  Reducing  the  amount  of  water  used 
for  cane  preparation,  and  reusing  such 
water. 

•  Using  the  full  water  consumption  po- 
tential of  bagasse  boiler  hydroscrubbers. 

•  Eliminating  water  system  leaks  and 
water  wastage. 

•  Use  of  large  impoundments  to  treat 
and  store  water  for  evaporation  and /or 
for  reuse. 

No  NPDES  permit  is  needed  for  a 
closed  system,  and  payment  of  exorbi- 
tant permit  renewal  and  annual  mainte- 
nance fees  is  avoided.  Then,  there  may 
also  be  an  opportunity  in  the  future  to 
sell  to  USEPA  the  clean,  oxygenated 
water  that  the  agency  will  need  to  meet 
the  ridiculous  standards  for  coastal 
streams. 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 
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CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


^ 

AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR        SALE 


•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with 
large  JD  engine  and  front  wheel 
assist  -  $5,000;  6'  Case  End  Row 
Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)  -  $100; 
1990  Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490 
hrs.  -  $22,500.  Call  Randy 
Gonsoulin  at  (318)  365-0014. 

•  JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD 
7400  Hi-Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile 
tank  &  rack,  4,900  hours;  Int'l  1086 
Hi-Crop  w/tank  &  rack;  1394  Case 
MFWD;  1993  Cameco  CHT  2500 
Chopper  Harvester;  (2)  Tandem 
Axle  Transloader  Wagons; 
Midland  21'  Disk  w/hydraulic  fold 
wings;  Call  (225)  937-0846  (day)  or 
(225)  627-9577  (evenings  -  6pm- 
9pm),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

•  3  Tandem  Basket  Wagons  -  $4,500 

each.  Call  (504)  369-7788. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab 

&  air  -  $60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR 
SINGLE-ROW  CUTTER.  Call  (318) 
346-7385. 

•  1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel  drive 
cane  cutter,  cab  &  air,  excellent 
condition  -  $45,000;  J  &  L  4-wheel 
Drive  Field  Loader,  cab  &  air  - 
$10,000;  Drott  40  Excavator, 
rubber  tires,  4-wheel  drive,  cane 
grab  &  bucket  -  $20,000.  Call  Jimmy 
Jarreau  at  (225)  637-4873. 

•  (8)  Bayou  Service  Transloader 
Wagons  -  $2,500  each.  Call  Aucoin 
Farms,  Inc.  at  (225)  687-9508, 
Donald  at  (225)  687-2111,  or 
Donald,  Jr.  at  (225)  687-8100. 

•20 -New  16.9x28  R1W  tires; 
20 -New  16.9x30  R1W  tires 

$495  each.  Call  (318)  879-7932  (W) 
leave  message. 


•  3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row 

Harvester.  Call  Roland  Bourgeois, 
Vacherie  at  (225)  265-4452  (leave  a 
message). 

•  1983  Single-row  Broussard 
Harvester,  double  ends  &  scroll, 
CAT  3208  engine,  New  18-4-38 
tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new 
trans  &  engine  overhauled  in  '97  - 
$14,000;  856  Hi-Clearance  Int'l  - 
$2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type  Plow 
Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels 
-  $3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with 
gauge  wheels  and  cyclers  -  $3,500; 
JD  4240,  Hi-clearance  1981;  1 
front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal. 
tank  -  $100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy 
duty,  17'  -  $2,000;  Rolling  Cultiva- 
tor, Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250;  Rolling 
Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  -  $75; 
Int'l  3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3 
one-row  shavers  -  best  offer.  Call 
Damiam  Pierre  at  (318)  229-6932. 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain 
pilar  and  backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane 
Wagons  with  60  ton  Army  Hitches, 
extra  wheels  and  hubs;  18-Wheeler 
quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with 
tongue  used  to  pull  trailers.  Call 
Russell  Judice  at  (318)  394-4727. 

•  Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling 
gate,  JD  power.  1993  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling 
gate,  JD  power.  Both  ready  and 
repaired.  6  sets  Direct  Haul  Chain 
Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24  grader  tires. 
Call  (318)  365-5036  night  or  day  or 
(318)373-7791  and  ask  for 
Thomas. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


continued  from  page  35 


•  Northwest  18ft.  Tiller  with  2  extra 
belts  added  and  Row  Markers  and 
Row  Shapers;  Cameco  Dump  Cart 
converted  to  Dipping  Vat  for  Billet 
Seed  Cane;  JD  630  22ft.  Disc 
Harrow;  Cameco  3-row  Hydraulic 
Shaver;  Bigham  Bros.  Covering 
Tool  with  Gandy  Boxes;  3-row 
Shopmade  Opening  Tool;  2-6000 
Gal.  Fuel  Tanks;  3-row 
Shopmade  Roller  Packer;  500 
Gallon  3  Point  Hitch  Tank  with 
Pump  Gauges  and  3-row  Cane 
Boom;  Broussard  Planter  Aid.  Call 
Melvin  Reed  at  (318)  346-4388  or 
Pete  Hales  at  (318)  346-4836. 

•  Rotobec  Grab  -  $8,500;  1973 

Broussard  Self  Propelled  Cane 
Loader  -  $8,500;  3-row  Thomp- 
son Heavy  Duty  Cultivator  with 
off  bar  attachment  -  $7,500;  3-row 
Thompson  Light  Weight  Cultiva- 
tor with  off  bar  attachment  - 
$5,000;  3-row  Prime  Heavy  Duty 
with  off  bar  attachments  -  $6,500; 
4-row  Thompson  Cultivator  - 
$6,500;  8-row  JD  Flex  Hipper  - 
$2,500;  Holding  basket  for  billet 
cane  with  hydraulic  wheels  - 
$8,000.  Call.  Paul  Schexnayder 
Farms  at  (225)  638-3002. 


FOR 


•  (2)  7-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump 
Cane  Carts  -  $12,000  each;  (4) 
10-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane 
Carts  -  $16,000  each;  Call  (318) 
876-3477. 


•  Case  7120  Tractor,  2-wheel  drive 
with  dual,  5,500  hours  -  $17,500; 
Case  7110  2-wheel  drive  Tractor 
with  4  post  cab,  5,600  hours  - 
$12,500;  JD  6400  Mudder  Tractor, 
2,700  hours  -  $18,000.  Call  Renee 
Simon  at  (337)  373-4977  (pager) 
or  (337)  367-0258  (home). 

•  1987  Broussard  Single-row 
Harvester,  excellent  shape,  cut  38 
ton  acre  crop  in  1999  -  pumps 
were  redone  last  year,  going  to 
combine  -  $30  -  32,000.  Contact 
Malcolm  O.  Landry  at  (318)  365- 
8402. 

WANTED:  J  &  L  L-16  Loader  for 

parts.  Contact  Malcolm  O.  Landry 
at  (318)  365-8402. 

WANTED:  (3)  8ft.  wide  Planters 
Aids.  Call  (225)  687-3683  (day)  or 
(225)  687-6713  or  (225)  638-7494 
(night). 
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INTRODUCING!!! 


SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 

.    Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs) 

.    48  ft.  x  102  in  (Two  23  ft  baskets) 

.    Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

.    3056  cu.  Ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

.    Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

•    Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 


803  W.  Seale  Street   Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
1-800-562-8730 


Distributed  by : 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 
1-800-542-9940 


***ORDER  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  2000  AND  SAVE  MONEY!!!!*** 


THE  BEST  GETS  BETTER! 


The  New  QUALITY  Hi  Dump  Wagon 


Changes  have  been  made  and  are  being  made  to  what  was 
already  considered  to  be  the  best  Hi-Dump  Wagon  and  Highway 
Cane  Trailers  on  the  market  today.  WHY?  Because  QUALITY 
INDUSTRIES  continues  to  stay  on  the  cutting  edge  by  listening 
to  those  who  are  important  to  us,  "OUR  CUSTOMERS." 


The  QUALITY  Low  Profile  Billet  Cane  Trailer 


Get  greater  efficiency  with 

"QUALITY'S  PROVEN 

PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY" 


"walUif, 


Give  us  a  call! 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street  •  P.O.  Box  406  •Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 


American  Sugar  Cane  League 

Bus  Trip  2000 

Washington,  D.C. 


A  Bus  Trip  to  Washington,  D.C.  is  scheduled  for  February  25  -  March  3,  2000.  The 
itinerary  will  allow  enough  time  to  tour  Washington's  museums  and  historical  sites, 
and  will  include  a  program  with  legislators  and  sugar  reps  to  discuss  sugar  policy  and 
current  trade  issues,  a  visit  to  Colonial  Williamsburg,  and  possibly  an  informative  tour 
of  the  Beltsville's  U.S.D.A.  research  facility. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  is  $600  per  person.  This  fee  includes  bus  transportation  to  and 
from  Washington,  lodging,  refreshments  on  the  bus,  and  a  tour  of  Colonial 
Williamsburg.  Please  be  advised  that  originally  the  trip  was  for  6  days,  but  it  has  been 
extended  to  8  days  in  order  to  offer  a  quality  trip. 

Hotel  accommodations  are  double  occupancy.  A  waiting  list  will  be  maintained 
when  a  bus  is  filled.  You  may  reserve  your  seat  by  returning  a  completed  form  below 
to  the  League  office  with  full  payment  of  $600  per  person.  If  you  have  a  preference  to 
whom  you  would  like  to  room  with  please  indicate  the  person's  name  on  the  form. 
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Name: 


n 


(Night) 


Address:  

Phone:    (Day)  

I  would  like  to  room  with: 

Please  mail  the  completed  form  and  your  frill  payment  of  $600  to: 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  Bus  Trip 
j  P.O.  Box  938,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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SUGAR  CANE  GROWERS! 

GRAMOXONE6  EXTRA  herbicide  can  be  used  in  sugar 
cane  in  Louisiana  prior  to  crop  emergence  (prior  to  emergence 
of  new  growth)  to  control  over- wintering  weeds. 

GRAMOXONE  EXTRA  aids  in  drying  and  warming  of  the 
seedbed  by  eliminating  winter  vegetation,  which  in  turn 
reduces  root  rot  and  promotes  shoot  development. 

Other  benefits  include: 

■      reduces  competition  for  plant  nutrients  from 
over- wintering  weeds 

fast-acting 

effective  under  a  broad  range  of  temperatures 

tankmix  flexibility  ^^^^^ 

ram  fast  within  30  minutes  m^wH  'i   fljt'M^f 

cost-effective  •——"**" 

SPEED  WITH  CONFIDENCE 

For  more  information,  contact  your  local  retailer,  consultant, 
extension  agent,  Zeneca  representative  or  visit  our  web  site  at 
zenecaagproducts.com. 


y  FNFf^A  ©2000  Zeneca  Ag  Products  Inc.  GRAMOXONE"  is  a  registered  trademark  of  a  Zeneca 

company.  Gramoxone  Extra  is  a  restricted  use  pesticide.  Farm  Safely.  Always  read  and  follow 
Ag  ProdUCtS  label  directions. 


P        FRONT       W  I 


THE        LEAGUE 


by  Charlie  Melancon 


Annual  Meeting  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League 
Wednesday,  February  23, 2000 


The  past  year  has  brought,  as  sug- 
gested in  my  last  January  article, 
new  problems  and  areas  of  con- 
cern for  our  industry  Coupled  with  it  is 
a  record  harvest.  Unfortunately,  not 
record  higher  prices.  As  with  all  of  agri- 
culture, the  price  of  sugar  has  experi- 
enced the  same  phenomenon  that  all 
commodity  prices  have  been  facing  for 
the  past  two  years.  When  asked  recently, 
and  often,  what  might  we  do  to  correct 
the  price  situation,  I  have  indicated  that 
to  get  all  other  commodities'  programs 
back  to  where  these  farmers  can  have  a 
positive  cash  flow  with  their  traditional 
crops  would  be  a  step  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. However,  that  is  much  easier  said 
than  done. 

We  are  faced  with  several  dilemmas, 
including  the  fact  that  the  USDA  hasn't 
any  real  tools  to  fix  our  problem.  Inten- 
tional circumvention  of  import  laws, 
lower  tariff  rates  for  sugar  over  the  TRQ 
from  Mexico,  and  domestic  overproduc- 
tion are  to  name  but  a  few.  To  try  to  cover 
the  "water  front"  in  this  article  would  be 
a  tremendous  undertaking.  However, 
your  League  and  the  people  who  repre- 
sent you  in  Baton  Rouge  and  Washing- 
ton will  be  there  to  discuss  with  you  just 
what's  happening. 

Instead  of  a  guest  speaker  (per  se), 


Landell  Mills'  (LMC  International)  rep- 
resentatives are  scheduled  to  present  the 
results  of  the  Industry  Study  which  has 
been  in  progress  for  the  past  several 
months.  The  study's  focus  was  to  exam- 
ine the  economics  and  financial  implica- 
tions of  the  strategic  options  facing  the 
Louisiana  raw  sugar  industry  to  remain 
competitive  and  profitable  in  the  chang- 
ing North  American  market  environ- 
ment. I  think  that  the  general  member- 
ship will  be  interested  in  hearing  the 
report(s). 

Additionally,  the  customary  reports 
on  the  League's  finances,  the  Washing- 
ton Update,  and  a  report  on  Dedicated 
Research  will  be  given.  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  Warren  Harang,  along  with  the 
full  Board  and  the  League  staff  encour- 
age you  to  take  time  out  from  your  busy 
schedule  and  daily  routine  to  attend. 
This  is  your  League  and  your  industry. 
We  encourage  your  attendance  as  well 
as  your  questions.  We  want  for  you  to 
know,  and  hopefully  understand,  what 
decisions  were  made  and  why.  And,  we 
will  attempt  to  answer  any  and  all  ques- 
tions you  might  wish  to  ask.  Again,  this 
is  your  League,  your  meeting,  and  your 
opportunity  to  participate.  It  is  the  Gen- 
eral Membership  Meeting  and  I  hope 
you  will  attend. 


The  League  Goes  Internet 

I  have  been  asked  on  several  occa- 
sions as  to  why  doesn't  the  League  have 
a  web  page.  The  answer  is  that  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  is  viewed, 
particularly  by  foreigners  (in  the  coun- 
try and  outside),  as  the  organization  that 
represents  the  entire  U.S.  sugar  industry. 
As  it  is,  we  get  inquiries  by  mail,  tele- 
phone, and  e-mail  for  information  about 
the  U.S.  industry,  including  policy  posi- 
tions, production  numbers,  mailing  list, 
ad  infinitum.  Since  we  maintain  a  small 
staff,  to  advertise  to  the  world  we  are  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  will  un- 
doubtedly bring  an  onslaught.  How- 
ever, in  an  attempt  to  better  communi- 
cate with  you,  our  membership,  we  will 
be  sending  out  a  request  for  you  to  pro- 
vide us  with  your  e-mail  addresses.  We 
will  attempt  to  send  out  e-mails  to  those 
members  who  provide  this  office  with 
an  address.  The  information  could  be 
meeting  notices,  updates  on  current  is- 
sues or  events,  or  responses  to  member 
questions  or  concerns.  Since  I  have  come 
to  the  League,  it  has  been  my  hope  to 
have  us  better  communicating  in  the 
new  millennium.  While  I  must  com- 
mend John  Constant  for  the  computer 
programs  he  designed  to  run  this  orga- 
nization more  than  10  years  ago,  they 
fell  short  of  my  expectations  with  regard 
to  communicating  with  you.  The  part  of 
this  job  that  I  don't  like  is  being  behind 
a  desk.  I  would  much  rather  be  out  vis- 
iting with  members  regularly,  but,  that 
has  not  been  possible.  Daily,  there  are 
ongoing  issues  in  Washington,  Baton 
Rouge,  and  in  our  sugar  producing  par- 
ishes that  need  to  be  addressed.  And 
most  times,  immediately.  I  am  hopeful 
that  the  system(s)  we  set  up  will  allow 
for  more  and  direct  communication  with 
the  membership  of  this  organization.  It 
is  my  sincere  hope  that  you  become  bet- 
ter informed  about  your  industry  and 


your  League. 

Watch  for  the  mail-out  which  will 
give  you  a  Rolodex  card  with  the 
League's  phone  numbers,  address,  and 
the  e-mail  addresses  for  the  staff.  I  look 
forward  to  communicating  with  you. 
Even  though  I  would  much  rather  speak 
and  visit  with  you  personally,  this  ap- 
pears to  be  the  next,  best  option. 

Report  of  the  Nominating  Committee 

The  following  individuals  were 
nominated  at  the  annual  committee 
meeting  to  serve  on  the  American  Sugar 
Cane  League  Board  of  Directors  begin- 
ning on  February  23,  2000. 

Grower  Members 

Henry  Adolph 

David  Allain 

John  Gay 

Ronald  Gonsoulin 

Dean  Gravois 

Warren  Harang,  III 

George  "Scrap"  Hymel 

Jackie  Judice 

Robert  "Bobby"  Judice 

Lawrence  "Boo"  Levert,  III 

Jerome  "Jerry"  McKee 

Daniel  Naquin,  Jr. 

Carl  Newton 

Glynn  Rivet 

Howard  Robichaux 

Raphael  Rodriguez 

Donald  Segura 

Frank  Sotile 

Carlton  Townsend 

William  Vallot 

Daniel  Viator 

Kirk  Walker 

Processor  Members 

Branan  "Bert"  Beyt 
Ronald  Blanchard 
Grady  Bubenzer 


Craig  Caillier 

Mike  Daigle 

Dan  Duplantis 

Buckley  Kessler 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 

Wilson  LeBlanc 

A.J.  "Brother"  LeBourgeois 

Chris  Mattingly 

Anthony  Parris 

Rivers  Patout 

Kenneth  Peltier 

Matthew  "Butch"  Plauche 

R.L.  "Bobby"  Roane 

Mel  Schudmak 

David  Stewart 

Jackie  Theriot 

Charles  Thibaut 

Tommy  Thibodeaux 

Gerald  Wood 

Again,  I  hope  I  will  see  you  on 
Wednesday,  February  23  in  Thibodaux. 


CANE  TRACTOR  PARTS,  INC. 

12617  East  Hwv.  90  •  Jeanerette,  LA70544 

We  are  now  offering 
a  locating  service  to 
find  farm  equipment, 
tractors,  trucks,  trailers 
&  construction  equipment 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-259-3453 


UAP 

MDSOUTH 


Thibodaux,  La. 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  La. 
(225)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  La. 
(337)  276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  La. 
(225)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 
return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 
assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


First  South  PCA 

'<£ 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 

(504)  446-9450 


■ .: 


Howell  Chiasson 

Thibodaux 


Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


GREAT  DEALS  ON 
RENTAL  TRACTORS 


Rental  Tractors 

with  warranty 

130  -  210  hp 

LATE  MODEL 
LOW  HOURS 


9 

l\EW  HOLLAND 


M&L 

INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 

225-355-7716 

1-800-960-0069 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 
Houma,  LA 
504-876-2280 

1-800-969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 
Broussard,  LA 

337-837-2763 

1-800-960-0067 


WASHINGTON        UPDATE 


by  Don  Wallace 


House  Agriculture  Committee 
To  Hold  Field  Hearings 


The  House  Agriculture  Committee 
will  hold  8-12  field  hearings 
throughout  the  country  to  review 
the  effectiveness  of  the  1996  Federal  Ag- 
riculture Improvement  and  Reform  Act 
of  1996,  also  known  as  Freedom  to  Farm, 
House  Agriculture  Committee  Chair- 
man Larry  Combest  informed  this  office. 
Though  a  full  agenda  had  not  yet  been 
completed  by  the  time  this  column  went 
to  press,  the  hearings  should  be  ex- 
pected to  begin  sometime  in  the  next  few 
months,  according  to  Committee  staff. 
The  series  of  hearings  may  be  kicked  off 
in  Washington,  D.C.  sometime  over  the 
next  month  or  two. 

Many  in  Washington  have  been 
grumbling  about  Freedom  to  Farm  from 
its  outset.  Criticism  of  its  effectiveness 
has  grown  more  vociferous  each  year,  as 
market  disasters  have  repeatedly  forced 
Congress  to  pass  emergency  relief  pack- 
ages to  assist  farmers  suffering  from  ter- 
ribly low  prices  and  bad  weather. 
Though  Freedom  to  Farm  is  not  sched- 
uled to  expire  until  the  end  of  FY  2002, 
its  perceived  shortcomings  coupled 
with  the  poor  farm  economy  may  push 
some  legislators  to  attempt  an  early  revi- 
sion. 

USDA  Revises  Re-export  Waiver 

The  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture's  (USDA)  Foreign  Agricul- 
ture Service  recently  announced  a 
change  to  a  waiver  it  had  earlier  granted 
to  a  participant  in  the  Refined  Sugar  Re- 
export Program.  The  change  reduces  the 


re-export  period  originally  granted  to  C 
&  H  Sugar  Company  in  the  waiver, 
which  allows  the  refiner  to  import  an 
additional  50,000  metric  tons,  raw  value, 
of  raw  sugar  over  and  above  their  origi- 
nal re-export  license  amount.  As  a  result 
of  the  revision,  C  &  H  now  must  re-ex- 
port an  equivalent  quantity  of  refined 
sugar  over  180  days,  rather  than  five 
years.  The  standard  period  for  re-export 
is  90  days.  To  facilitate  its  expeditious 
export,  the  USDA  will  allow  C  &  H  to 
export  this  amount  as  either  raw  or  re- 
fined sugar,  or  in  any  combination 
thereof. 

January  WASDE  Reports  Minor 
Changes 

The  USDA  has  released  the  January 
report  of  the  World  Agricultural  Supply 
&  Demand  Estimates,  increasing  its  pro- 
jections of  domestic  production  by  5,000 
short  tons,  raw  value,  and  exports 
through  the  refined  re-export  program 
by  75,000  tons.  These  changes  over  the 
December  1999  estimates  result  in  a 
stocks-to-use  ratio  of  16.0%. 

The  relatively  minor  increase  in 
overall  domestic  production  estimates 
masks  somewhat  more  significant 
changes  to  expectations  of  beet  and  cane 
output,  respectively.  Projections  of  beet 
production  are  75,000  tons  higher  than 
last  month,  to  a  total  of  4.725  million 
tons,  due  to  higher-than-expected  sugar 
content  from  the  1999  crop.  Expected 
cane  output  is  down  70,000  tons,  largely 
because  of  lower  forecast  yields  in 


Florida.  Projections  of  Louisiana's  out- 
put remains  at  1.600  million  tons. 

The  increase  in  re-exports  follows  a 
USDA  announcement  revising  the  re- 
export period  earlier  granted  to  a  par- 
ticipant in  the  Refined  Sugar  Re-export 
Program  (see  above).  As  a  result,  exports 
are  projected  to  reach  250,000  tons. 

Court  Considers  Rehearing  of 
Stuffed  Molasses  Ruling 

The  U.S.  Court  of  International  Trade 
in  New  York  is  considering  a  motion  by 
the  U.S.  Beet  Sugar  Association  for  a  re- 
hearing and  reconsideration  of  the 
Court's  October  1999  order  regarding 
syrup  imports,  known  as  "stuffed  mo- 
lasses." The  October  order  overturned  a 
Customs  Service  decision  to  revoke  a 
tariff  classification  ruling  letter,  thereby 
preventing  the  importation  of  stuffed 
molasses  outside  of  the  raw  sugar  tariff- 
rate  quota  (TRQ).  If  it  remains  in  place, 


the  court's  order  would  mean  stuffed 
molasses  imports  could  continue  duty- 
free, beyond  the  scope  of  the  TRQ. 

A  decision  by  the  court  regarding 
U.S.  Beet  Sugar  Association's  motion  is 
expected  imminently. 

Progress  Slow  on  Seattle  Round 

Last  month,  I  reported  that  a  meeting 
of  the  World  Trade  Organization  Gen- 
eral Council  (GC)  was  scheduled  for 
mid-December  to  continue  negotiations 
on  the  work  left  unfinished  by  the 
Seattle  Ministerial  Conference.  How- 
ever, the  GC  announced  they  were  post- 
poning until  early  2000  a  decision  on 
how  to  proceed. 

A  failure  to  agree  on  a  wide  range  of 
issues,  large  and  small,  by  the  WTO 
members  has  seriously  inhibited  the 
progress  of  the  Seattle  Round.  More 
updates  will  be  included  in  this  column 
in  the  coming  months. 


Bayou  Liquid  Fertilizer,  Inc. 

Liquid  &  Dry  Fertilizers 

Est  1976 

Sugar  Cane  *  Corn  &  Soy  Beans  *  Pasture  Land 

Applicator  Rentals  -  Storage  Tanks  -  Free  Estimates 
Herbert  Breaux 
P.  O.  Box  486 
Raceland,  LA  70394 


Phone  (504)  537-5557 
(504)  537-3542 


PSW  P-30 

The  New  Reliable  The  Old  Reliable 

Why  was  the  PSW  developed?  To  fill  a  market  need  for  a  leveler  with  many  of  the  P-30's  features,  at  a  lower  cost. 

Both  Levelers: 

a  12'  frame,  with  leveling  adjustments  per 
blade 

6.  pull  straight,  in  transport  and  in  the  field 

7.  have  both  moldboard  and  cutting  edge, 
creating  a  greater  capacity  for  carrying  dirt. 

PURDY  MANUFACTURING 

Randy  Purely  •  Ph./Fax  870-946-3503  •  E-mail:  purdy@futura.net  •  Web  site:  purdymfg.com 


1 .  have  depth-control  stops 

2.  have  high  arches,  for  strength 

3.  have  wide  wheel  bases,  for  stability 

4.  have  wide  cuts. 

5.  have  steep-pitched,  pivoting  blades  on 


8.  are  very  heavily  braced.  Our  products 
are  intended  to  last. 

9.  are  owner  friendly,  easily  maintained. 

"The  best  does  not  cost  more. " 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838. 

HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters™ 

©  1 998  Hibernia  National  Bank.  Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT.  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)561-7844 
FAX:  (941)561-7855 

CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404     USA 

www.casecorp.com 


FARM        NOTES 


by  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


1999  Crop  Completed  -  Preparing  For  The  2000  Crop 


On  January  15,  2000,  the  St. 
Martinville  factory  of  LASUCA 
completed  its  grinding  season 
and  the  1999/2000  crop  for  the  Louisi- 
ana sugar  industry.  It  was  very  much 
like  a  photo-finish  in  a  horse  race  to  de- 
termine who  would  be  the  last  factory  to 
finish  as  the  Enterprise  factory  of  M.A. 
Patout  &  Son,  Ltd.  finished  only  hours 
earlier.  A  total  of  15,982,000  gross  tons  of 
cane  were  ground  by  the  18  factories  in 
operation  for  the  1999  season.  The  Enter- 
prise factory  ground  the  largest  crop  in 
its  history  and  in  the  history  of  this  in- 
dustry with  1,802,609  tons  of  cane.  Sev- 
eral other  factories  set  new  records  for 
tons  of  cane  ground  as  well  as  sugar  pro- 
duced. 

The  FSA  reported  over  463,000  total 
acres  of  cane  in  production  in  the  state. 
If  estimates  of  seed  usage  are  correct, 
then  approximately  32,000  acres  were 
harvested  for  seed  leaving  432,000  acres 
for  harvest  for  sugar.  The  excellent  har- 
vest weather  during  the  1999  season 
made  for  a  relatively  dry  harvest  and  the 
lack  of  severe  freezes  enabled  the  18  fac- 
tories to  grind  the  entire  crop  of  cane.  As 
a  result  of  good  growing  conditions  in 
most  areas  of  the  cane  belt,  the  industry 
will  set  a  new  record  for  cane  tonnage 
with  a  yield  of  37  gross  tons  of  cane  per 
acre.  The  dry  harvest  allowed  growers 
to  take  advantage  of  the  good  sugar 


yields  of  the  varieties  being  grown.  A 
yield  in  excess  of  211  pounds  of  sugar 
per  ton  of  cane,  raw  value,  was  pro- 
duced. While  cane  acreage  and  tonnage 
are  new  state  records,  sugar  yield  is  be- 
low only  the  record  sugar  yield  of  1987. 
As  a  result  of  the  excellent  tonnage  and 
very  good  sugar  content,  a  new  state 
record  of  over  7,800  pounds  of  sugar  per 
acre  will  be  set.  This  new  mark  is  20% 
better  than  the  state's  previous  record 
set  in  1997.  Quite  an  accomplishment  for 
the  Louisiana  sugar  industry  and  one 
that  every  grower  and  processor  should 
take  pride  in! 

With  these  record  levels  of  yield  and 
the  harvested  acreage  at  an  all  time  high, 
total  sugar  production  will  reach 
1,690,000  tons  of  sugar,  raw  value,  once 
the  warehouses  are  liquidated.  This  is 
also  a  new  state  record  and  breaks  the 
previous  production  record  of  1997  by 
more  than  30%.  With  this  record  also 
comes  record  production  of  molasses  of 
more  than  88  million  gallons. 

Preparing  For  The  2000  Crop 

While  the  record  setting  year  of  1999 
is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  growers  and 
processors  and  good  weather  is  still  pre- 
dominating in  the  state,  it  is  easy  for  in- 
dustry members  to  relax.  However, 
these  are  times  when  industry  members 
should  be  more  concerned  than  ever. 


Sometimes  we  are  criticized  for  being 
too  negative,  but  at  this  time  with  low 
sugar  prices,  we  would  be  remiss  in  our 
jobs  if  we  didn't  do  our  best  to  inform 
industry  members  of  pending  trouble. 
Growers  should  be  paying  close  atten- 
tion to  what  their  accountants  are  saying 
and  need  to  watch  every  dollar  that  is 
spent  on  this  crop.  Some  growers  have 
already  indicated  that  income  won't 
match  expenses  this  season  and  realize 
that  cuts  need  to  be  made  somewhere. 
Making  cuts  in  a  production  budget  that 
has  already  been  cut  to  the  bone  can  be 
difficult.  Researchers  have  been  made 
aware  of  the  problem  and  they  are  con- 
centrating on  practices  that  can  help  re- 
duce input  costs.  It  is  hoped  that  League 
officials  and  others  can  get  the  price 
problem  corrected  in  short  order,  but  in 
the  meantime,  many  growers  have  to 
find  ways  simply  to  survive  until  better 
prices  return.  Survival  may  not  mean 
finding  the  highest  production,  but 
rather,  will  probably  mean  ways  to  cut 
costs  even  further  than  already  done. 
One  of  the  highest  costs  to  the  grower  is 
land  rent  and  many  growers  are  now 
having  discussions  with  their  landlords 
about  their  current  status.  Other  big  ex- 
penditure items  include  farm  repairs 
and  chemical/fertilizer  costs.  Cutting 
repairs  can  be  dangerous  and  probably 
would  hurt  more  than  help.  There  may 
be  some  cuts  that  can  be  made  in  fertil- 
izer costs  and  in  the  weed  control  pro- 
grams that  have  been  used.  Growers 
should  remember  that  a  dollar  saved 
early  in  the  growing  season  may  mean 
an  extra  dollar  for  practices  like  borer 
control  later  in  the  season.  Planting  costs 
are  also  a  major  part  of  the  budget.  This 
may  be  a  situation  where  lower  yields 
obtained  from  succession  planting  may 
be  outweighed  by  the  extra  income  from 
eliminating  the  fallow  season  next  year. 


This  may  be  a  season  when  succession 
planting  could  be  a  wise  investment  for 
more  growers  than  is  normally  the  case. 
Regardless  of  the  action,  growers  should 
make  every  attempt  to  reduce  inputs 
and  realize  that  the  past  couple  of  years 
have  been  phenomenal  production 
years.  Budgets  based  on  yields  over 
these  two  years  may  not  be  realistic. 
Growers  should  take  every  precaution 
now  to  make  sure  that  the  first  year  of 
this  new  millennium  is  not  their  last! 

Processors  will  have  many  of  the 
same  concerns  due  to  the  price.  How- 
ever, there  is  probably  less  that  the  facto- 
ries can  do  about  cutting  costs.  Mainte- 
nance expenditures  are  crucial  to  the 
success  of  the  factory  and  therefore  are 
difficult  to  cut  back  on.  Both  growers 
and  processors  should  realize  that  this 
low  price  means  that  this  is  not  the  time 
for  major  expenditures  and  capital  im- 
provements that  could  be  delayed  with- 
out affecting  overall  operations.  Fiscal 
responsibility  will  be  the  key  phrase  for 
the  coming  year.  Many  growers  can 
learn  a  lot  by  talking  with  their  fellow 
growers  and  discussing  ways  to  cut  in- 
put costs.  This  is  not  a  time  for  pride  and 
stubbornness  to  rule,  but  rather  a  time 
when  cooperation  and  team  work  will 
hopefully  get  this  industry  through  the 
tough  times  ahead. 


FOR  SALE 

21'  JD  230  Disk  Plow 
All  new  blades 

call 

3-D  Chemicals 
(337)  394-4801 
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ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  La.        (337)  367-8233 


Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

*Fully  Automatic* 

•All  Hydraulic* 

*7'x25'  Carrying  Capacity* 

*1 5  acres  per  day  proven* 

•Stainless  Steel  Hoppers* 

Simple  ♦  Rugged  ♦  Reliable 

**  Now  Available  ** 

3-row  Billet  Planters 

Planting  Rates  up  to  50  acres  per  day 
Hearne  Consulting,  Inc. 

2450  Powers  Ave, 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(337)942-8180 


Planning  on  Raising  Cane? 

We  Can  Help  You  Plan  for 

Tomorrow's  Success. 

No  one  quite  understands  the  importance  of 
long-term  planning  better  than  the  Louisiana 
FARMER  of  the  '90s.  Today's  careful  planning 
is  the  key  to  tomorrow's  success.  That's  why 
the  Federal  Land  Bank  Association  offers  a 
variety  of  loan  options  for  your  long-term 
credit  needs. 

The  Land  Bank  Association  is  a  reliable  source  of  agricultural 
credit  geared  to  meet  your  changing  financial  needs  in  the  '90s  ... 
just  as  we  have  for  75  years. 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Associationa 


LAND  BANK 


Opelousas  Port  Allen 

(337)  942-1461        (225)  344-2691 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 


Carmen  Wood,  LSU  Agribusiness  Major  from  St.  James,  La.,  is  the  first  recipient  of  the  ASSCT 

Undergraduate  Fellowship  in  the  LSU  College  of  Agriculture.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gerald  Wood,  a  sugarcane  farmer  and  president  of  the  St.  James  Sugar  Co-op,  Inc.  Carmen  plans 
to  participate  in  an  internship  with  a  firm  dealing  with  raw  sugar  distribution  and  sales.  She  is 
pictured  with  Manolo  Garcia,  ASSCT  President. 


jgjSglgg 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


"V 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 


High  Dump  Wagons         Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 
Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA,  70582  •  Phone  (337)  845-5080 
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PROWL 


Safe,  Proven  and  Economical  Herbicide 


Sugarcane  Update 

from.  American  Cyanamid 


Two  Modes  of  Action  are  Better  than  One 

Common  Name  Trade  Name  Family 

Pendimethalin  PROWL  Dinitroaniline 

Mode  of  Action:  Root  Inhibitors 

The  DNAs  primarily  enter  through  developing  roots  although  there  may  be  some 
entry  into  the  plant  shoots.  They  stop  plant  cells  from  dividing  and  elongating 
which  prevents  emergence. 


Diuron  Karmex  DF  Substituted  areas 

Direx  4L 
Direx  80DF 

Metribuzin  Sencor/Lexone  Triazines 

Atrizine  AAtrex 

Mode  of  Action:  Inhibits  photosynthesis  at  photosystem  II 

They  are  rapidly  absorbed  by  the  roots,  also  somewhat  by  foliage  and  stems  of  the 
weeds  blocking  photosynthesis.  This  stops  the  flow  of  electrons  and  stops  the  trans- 
fer of  energy  in  plant  food  production  systems  which  causes  a  massive  buildup  of 
excited  electrons.  This  results  in  the  destruction  of  chloroplast  membranes. 


Using  two  herbicides  with  different  modes  of  action  can  increase  your  odds  of 
getting  the  weed  control  you  need.  Using  two  different  herbicides  which  control 
the  same  seed  species  (example:  seedling  Johnsongrass  -  PROWL  is  rated 
Excellent  and  Sencor  is  rated  Good-Excellent)  can  make  the  weed  control 
program  more  consistent. 


PROWL 


Your  Foundation  Grass  Herbicide 


Weed  Control  Rating  Scale: 

Poor  <49%         Fair  50-60%         Good  70-80%  Excellent  90-100% 


PROWL  Atrazine  Sencore/Lexone 

E  Seedling  Johnsongrass  P  G-E 

G-E  Itchgrass  P  P 

G-E  Browntop  Pancium  P  F-G 

E  Annual  Grasses  E  (except  Signalgrass)  E 


American  Cyanamid's  Spring  Herbicide  Sugarcane  Weed  Control  Program: 
Tank  Mix: 

Grass  Herbicide  - 

PROWL  2  qts./acre  Banded 

+ 

Broadleaf  Herbicide  - 

(Karmex/Dimex,  Atrazine,  or  Sencor/Lexone) 

+ 

Burndown  Herbicide  as  needed  for  winter  weeds  - 

(Gramoxone  Extra,  2,4D  or  Weedmaster) 

+ 

Surfactant 


For  questions  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc.  A.  Grabert  (225)  927-9331  or  Ann  Thompson  (337)  989-4277 


*always  read  and  follow  label  directions 

Prowl  is  a  registered  trademark  of  American  Cyanamid 

Sencore  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Bayer  Corp. 

Lexone  is  a  registered  trademark  of  DuPont 

Direx  4L,  Direx  80DF  and  Karmex  DF  are  registered  trademarks  of  Griffin 

AAtrax  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Novartis  Crop  Production,  Inc.,  Ag  Products 

Gramoxone  Extra  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Zeneca  Ag  Products 

Weedmaster  is  a  registered  trademark  of  BASF  Corp.  Agricultural  Products 


PROWL 


Herbicide 


Safe  -  Proven  -  Economical 


Prowl  has  a  lower  price  this  year! 


A  Sugarcane  Grower  Rebate 
through  Harvest  Partners 


Details: 

25  -  399  gal.  =  $2.00/gal.  rebate 

>  400  gal.  =  $3.00/gal.  rebate 


American  Cyanamid  appreciates  your  business 
and  wishes  you  another  successful  year. 


*Price  reduction  does  not  include  the  MidSouth  110  package  size.  Actual  price  reduc- 
tion may  vary.  Price  reduction  based  on  American  Cyanamid  list  price  to  distributors. 
ALTHOUGH  AMERICAN  CYANAMID  MAY  SUGGEST  RESALE  PRICES  FOR  PROD- 
UCTS, DISTRIBUTORS  AND  RETAILERS  ARE  FREE  TO  DETERMINE  THEIR  OWN 
PRICES  AT  WHICH  THEY  WILL  SELL  AMERICAN  CYANAMID  PRODUCTS.  Visit  The 
GROWER  CENTER®  at  www.cyanamid.com.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
®Trademarks,  American  Cyanamid  Company  ©  2000. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL        PERSPECTIVE 


by  James  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
G.E.C.  Inc. 


1999  Bagasse  Boiler  Tests 


Draft  reports  on  the  testing  of  ba- 
gasse boilers  during  the  1999 
cane  processing  season  for  or- 
ganic air  pollutant  emissions  were  re- 
ceived recently  from  the  testing  contrac- 
tor. These  reports  are  now  being  checked 
for  errors  and /or  omissions  and  will  be 
completed  shortly.  These  stack  emis- 
sions tests  were  sponsored  by  the 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  and  were 
made  on  boilers  built  prior  to  1980  in 
order  to  compare  organic  pollutant 
emissions  from  older  boilers  with  those 
of  newly  built  boilers  for  which  much 
information  was  gathered  during  the 
1998  processing  season. 

The  1998  tests  involved  very  compli- 
cated and  expensive  test  procedures  at 
three  separate  sugar  mills  to  identify 
and  quantify  emissions  of  hazardous  air 
pollutants  (HAPs)  associated  with  ba- 
gasse fuel  combustion.  Those  earlier 
tests  were  conducted  on  three  recently 
constructed  boilers  that  have  many  de- 
sirable features,  such  as  spreader  stokers 
and  inclined  grates,  that  most  older  boil- 
ers do  not  have.  When  results  of  these 
earlier  tests  indicated  HAPs  emissions 
were  very  low,  questions  were  raised  as 
to  whether  the  test  results  reflect  aver- 
age industry  conditions  since  most 
sugar  mill  boilers  were  built  before 
Clean  Air  Act  boiler  rules  were  in  effect. 
Consequently,  older  generation  boilers 
were  tested  during  the  1999  processing 
season  to  get  some  answers  for  these 
questions. 

The  1998  tests  did  establish  that  the 
hazardous  emissions  of  concern  were 
"organics,"  a  class  of  chemical  com- 


pounds containing  the  element  carbon, 
most  of  which  are  not  "hazardous." 
Therefore,  if  bagasse  boiler  emissions 
are  low  in  total  organic  compound 
(VOC)  emissions,  hazardous  organic 
compound  emissions  are  even  lower. 
Consequently,  the  1999  tests  did  not  in- 
volve the  very  expensive  tests  for  indi- 
vidual hazardous  compounds,  but  in- 
stead relies  upon  total  VOC  emission 
tests  to  infer  if  there  is  any  significant 
difference  in  HAPs  emission  rates  at  old 
bagasse  boilers  versus  recently  built 
ones. 

Plans  were  made  to  test  five  older 
vintage  bagasse  boilers  during  the  1999 
season  using  the  standard  test  methods 
used  on  new  boilers,  including  the  total 
VOC  test.  Stack  emission  tests  were  suc- 
cessfully completed  on  three  of  these 
boilers,  while  tests  on  the  two  others  had 
to  be  abandoned  because  of  boiler  and/ 
or  mill  malfunctions  due  to  equipment 
breakdown,  mill  stoppage,  inadequate 
bagasse  supply,  etc.  It  is  really  much 
more  difficult  to  test  older  and  less  reli- 
able bagasse  boilers,  especially  cell  boil- 
ers with  manually  cleaned  level  grates. 
This  is  because  a  good  test  requires  a 
boiler  to  operate  at  "continuous  steady 
state"  conditions  for  a  period  of  about 
two  hours  at  least  three  times  during  a 
24-hour  period,  a  difficult  achievement 
for  boilers  fueled  exclusively  by  bagasse. 

The  good  news  is  that  the  1999  tests 
indicate  VOC  emissions  from  older  ba- 
gasse boilers  are  essentially  the  same  as 
those  found  in  the  1998  tests,  and  thus 
total  HAPs  emissions  are  also  compa- 
rable (i.e.,  in  the  aggregate,  less  than  sig- 
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nificant).  The  1999  older  boiler  average 
VOC  emission  rate  was  3.68E-02  lbs./ 
MMBTU  bagasse  fuel  versus  2.92E-02 
for  the  three  boilers  in  the  1998  tests.  In 
both  sets  of  three  tests  there  were  signifi- 
cant differences  among  the  individual 
boilers,  indicating  that  age  may  affect 
reliability,  but  VOC  emissions  are  more 
dependent  upon  boiler  design  and  com- 
bustion controls  than  on  the  age  of  the 
boiler. 


This  new  information  reinforces  the 
assertion  that  sugar  mill  boilers  should 
not  be  treated  as  significant  HAPs  emit- 
ters in  the  current  EPA  rulemaking  pro- 
cess. It  now  appears  that  bagasse  boilers 
will  be  considered  in  a  "bio-mass  fuel" 
category  that  includes  boilers  burning 
clean  wood  fragments  and  rice  husks, 
although  it  seems  unlikely  that  contro- 
versial draft  rules  will  be  published  un- 
til after  November  7, 2000  (wink,  wink). 


The  Bank  of  Commerce 

32460  Bowie  Street 
White  Castle,  Louisiana  70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3656  /  Fax:  (225)  545-3911 
E-Mail:  bkcom@bellsouth.net 


<£> 


•  Specializing  in  sugar  cane  crop  and  equipment  loans 

•  Locally  owned  and  operated  full  service  bank 

•  Competitive  rates  with  low  closing  costs 

•  Personal  service  with  on  site  approval  process 

•  Cash  flow  projections,  budget  analysis  and  comparative  analysis 


Come  and  visit  our  staff  of  friendly  professionals 


Today! 


I 


FDIC  Insured 


EQUAL  HOUSING 

LENDER 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


FOR.        SALE 


•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with 

large  JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist 
-  $5,000;  6'  Case  End  Row  Flat 
Chopper  (parts  only)  -  $100;  1990 
Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  - 
$22,500.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at 
(318)365-0014. 

•  3  Tandem  Basket  Wagons  -  $4,500 

each.  Call  (504)  369-7788. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  & 

air  -  $60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR 
SINGLE-ROW  CUTTER.  Call  (318) 
346-7385. 

•  1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel  drive  cane 
cutter,  cab  &  air,  excellent  condition  - 
$45,000;  J  &  L  4-wheel  Drive  Field 
Loader,  cab  &  air  -  $10,000;  Drott  40 
Excavator,  rubber  tires,  4-wheel  drive, 
cane  grab  &  bucket  -  $20,000.  Call 
Jimmy  Jarreau  at  (225)  637-4873. 

•  20  -  New  16.9x28  R1 W  tires; 
20  -New  16.9x30  R1W  tires 

$495  each.  Call  (318)  879-7932  (W) 
leave  message. 

•  3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row 

Harvester.  Call  Roland  Bourgeois, 
Vacherie  at  (225)  265-4452  (leave  a 
message). 

•  1988  Broussard  Single-row  Har- 

vester, excellent  shape,  cut  38  ton 
acre  crop  in  1999  -  pumps  were  redone 
last  year,  going  to  combine  -  $30  - 
32,000.  Contact  Malcolm  O.  Landry  at 
(318)365-8402. 

•  JD  4850  MFWD,  cab  &  air,  6,000  hrs. 

front  weights,  duals  quick  hitch,  trans 
overhauled  in  1997  -  $25,000.  Call 
Mark  or  Gerald  Naquin  at  (504)  526- 
4249. 


•  1983  Single-row  Broussard  Har- 

vester, double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208 
engine,  New  18-4-38  tires,  with  pulling 
wheel,  shredder  topper  -  $20,000;  JD 
4840  with  new  trans  &  engine  over- 
hauled in '97  -  $14,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row 
Bottom  Type  Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty 
and  gauge  wheels  -  $3,500;  4-row  JD 
style  with  gauge  wheels  and  cyclers  - 
$3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance  1981;  1 
front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal. 
tank  -  $100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty, 
17' -  $2,000;  Rolling  Cultivator, 
Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250;  Rolling 
Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  -  $75;  Int'l 
3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one-row 
shavers  -  best  offer.  Call  Damiam 
Pierre  at  (318)  229-6932. 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain 

pilar  and  backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane 
Wagons  with  60  ton  Army  Hitches, 
extra  wheels  and  hubs;  18-Wheeler 
quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell  Judice 
at  (31 8)  394-4727. 

•  (2)  7-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane 

Carts  -  $12,000  each;  (4)  10-ton 
Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane  Carts  - 

$16,000  each;  Call  (318)  876-3477. 

•  (8)  Bayou  Service  Transloader 

Wagons  -  $2,500  each.  Call  Aucoin 
Farms,  Inc.  at  (225)  687-9508,  Donald 
at  (225)  687-2111,  or  Donald,  Jr.  at 
(225)687-8100. 

•  Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 

Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling 
gate,  JD  power.  1993  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling 
gate,  JD  power.  Both  ready  and 
repaired.  6  sets  Direct  Haul  Chain 
Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24  grader  tires. 
Call  (318)  365-5036  night  or  day  or 
(318)  373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


•  Rotobec  Grab  -  $8,500;  1973 
Broussard  Self  Propelled  Cane 
Loader  -  $8,500;  3-row  Thompson 
Heavy  Duty  Cultivator  with  off  bar 
attachment  -  $7,500;  3-row 
Thompson  Light  Weight  Cultivator 
with  off  bar  attachment  -  $5,000;  3- 
row  Prime  Heavy  Duty  with  off  bar 
attachments  -  $6,500;  4-row 
Thompson  Cultivator  -  $6,500;  8- 
row  JD  Flex  Hipper  -  $2,500; 
Holding  basket  for  billet  cane  with 
hydraulic  wheels  -  $8,000.  Call.  Paul 
Schexnayder  Farms  at  (225)  638- 
3002. 


FOR.        SALE 


•  Case  7120  Tractor,  2-wheel  drive  with 
dual,  5,500  hours  -  $17,500;  Case 
7110  2-wheel  drive  Tractor  with  4  post 
cab,  5,600  hours  -  $12,500;  JD  6400 
Mudder  Tractor,  2,700  hours  - 
$18,000.  Call  Renee  Simon  at  (337) 
373-4977  (pager)  or  (337)  367-0258 
(home). 

WANTED:  J  &  L  L-16  Loader  for  parts. 
Contact  Malcolm  O.  Landry  at  (318) 
365-8402. 


AUCTION 

Complete  Dispersal  •  Ralph  R.  Longman  Farms 
Thursday,  February  24,  2000  - 10:00  A.M.  •    Jeanerette,  LA 

Location:  St.  Mary  Sugar  Co-op.  From  Lafayette,  take  Hwy.  90  to  Hwy.  318  (approx.  37  mi.), 
turn  left  at  traffic  light,  go  3  mi.  to  Auction.  Ralph  T.  Longman  is  retiring  and  selling  all  machinery 
at  Auction.  Auction  is  OPEN  to  consignments.  Cane  equipment,  row  crop,  6  &  8  row.  For 
information  call  Keith  Babb  &  Assoc.  800-444-6733. 


Cane  Harvest  Equip:  Tractors  (all  Hi-Crop): 


Trucks  &  Trailers: 


(2)  Davis  wagons 

(6)  Transloader  wagons 

Prentice  &  Barko  transloaders 

J  &  L  model  L  1600  loader 

J  &  L  S15  harvester 
J  &  L  S32  2-row  harvester 


JD  2750  MFW 

IH  3588 

(5)  IH  1066 

(2)  IH  1086  C  &  A 


Other  Equipment: 


(2)  IH  2070  truck  tractors 

Ford  F-750  truck 

Nabors  cane  trailers 

Brooks  trailer 


Ferguson  3-row  tiller;  8,000  gal.  storage  tank;  5-row  spray  rigs;  Rhino  model  310  shredder;  (2) 
Longman  mech.  planters  (shopmade);  (2)  Thomson  mech.  planters;  (2)  Rayne  plane  land  levelers; 
Amco  3-row  fertilizer  distributor;  Electric  welders;  (2)  Thompson  drain  cleaners;  J  &  L  B5-V 
ditcher;  JD  330,  21*  disc  harrow;  (2)  JD  330,  16'  disc  harrows;  JD  3-row  cultivator  w/off 
bar/busters/drags;  3-row  cultipacker  (shopmade);  JD  3-row  chopper  w/off  bar/busters/drags;  Flatbed 
fertilizer  trailer;  Prime  3-row  chopper  w/row  maker.  (2)  1 ,  150  gal.  Ammonia  tanks  on  trailers.  Plus 
many  other  items. 

Terms:  Complete  payment  sale  day  in  cash  or  check  w/bank  letter  of  guarantee. 
Everything  sells  As  Is,  Where  Is. 

KEITH  BABB  &  ASSOC.   •   Auctioneers,  LaLn  124-00  •  800-444-6733 
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INTRODUCING!!! 


SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 

•  Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs) 

•  48  ft.  x  102  in.  (Two  23  ft.  baskets) 

•  Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

•  3056  cu.  ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

•  Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

•  Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 


Distributed  by: 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 

1-800-542-9940 


803  W.  Seale  Street     Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
1-800-562-0730 


***  ORDER  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  2000  AND  SAVE  MONEY!!!!*** 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years, 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838 

HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 

©  1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.     Member  FDIC.     www.hiberniabank.com 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE    LEAGUE 


By  Chorlie  AVelancon 


Fire  and  Trucking 


Last  week  (February  14-18)  was,  in  gen- 
eral terms,  a  relatively  good  week  for  the 
Louisiana  sugar  industry.  There  were  two 
events  that  took  place  in  Baton  Rouge  that  could 
directly  affect  your  farming  operations,  and  we 
finished  both  in  what  I  would  call  a  favorable 
position.  However,  let  me  stress  that  just  because 
we  had  a  good  week  does  not  necessarily  mean 
these  issues  won't  be  around  to  haunt  you  in  the 
future.  In  fact,  there  is  no  question  that  the  issues 
of  BURNING  CANE  AND  HARVEST  SEASON 
PERMITS  are  here  for  the  long  term. 

First:  CANE  BURNING.  USDA  sponsored  a 
three  day  meeting  in  Baton  Rouge,  along  with 
LaDEQ  and  USEPA,  that  looked  at  and  received 
public  input  on  the  effects  of  burning  cane  and 
the  continuing  concern  for  citizen's  health.  Dr. 
Charley  Richard  made  an  excellent  presentation 
on  the  science  and  need  for  burning  by  our 
industry.  In  fact,  the  Baton  Rouge  Morning 
Advocate  wrote  an  opinion  in  its  Friday,  February 
18  edition  that  opined  in  our  favor.  Now  don't 
think  because  there  was  one  editorial  that  sided 
with  you  having  the  right  to  burn  means  that  the 
problem  will  go  away,  or  that  it  is  solved.  NO! 
Our  industry  still  has  a  moral  obligation,  as  well 
as  a  legal  obligation,  to  conduct  our  cultural 
practices  in  accordance  with  Best  Management 
Practices.  This  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to, 
obtaining  certification  to  burn  on  your  farm  this 
year,  harvesting  green  where  a  public  or  health 
facility  might  be  affected,  paying  full  attention 
to  field  burns  and  your  neighbors  to  these  field, 
and  communicating(as  best  as  possible)  with 

those  people  who  are  adjacent  to  our  fields not 

after  a  burn,  but  before  a  burn! 


You  are  still  responsible  for  your  actions  and  I 
strongly  urge  each  and  every  farmer  to  pay 
attention  to  where,  when,  how,  and  if  you  need  to 
burn  each  field.  To  not  burn,  and  harvest  properly, 
may  be  a  better  decision  for  the  entire  industry 
on  some  occasions.  Just  remember  the  old  adage 
about  the  "straw  that  broke  the  camel's  back".  It 
will  only  take  one  person  to  file  suit  against  one 
farmer  for  the  entire  industry  to  be  put  in  jeopardy 
of  not  being  able  to  burn  in  the  future. 

Please  treat  this  issue  as  you  treated  your 
children  when  they  were  growing  up.  You  knew 
they  would  play  with  matches  and  fire  as  they 
grew  up.  But,  if  you  taught  them  respect  for  fire 
and  how  and  what  was  acceptable  when  fooling 
with  fire,  your  children  probably  never  caused 
themselves  or  anyone  else  any  harm.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  think  we  all  know  of  at  least  one  instant 
where  a  child  not  knowing,  caring,  or  maybe 
paying  attention  caused  themselves  or  others 
harm.  There  isn't  much  difference  in  the 
correlation.  Think  about  it! 

Second:  HARVEST  SEASON  PERMITS.  The 
Governor's  Oversize  and  Excess  Weight  Vehicle 
Task  Force  was  to  forward  its  recommendations 
to  the  Governor  after  having  met  last 
week(February  16).  There  were  some  good 
recommendations  made  by  the  committee  that 
dealt  with  increasing  enforcement  and  funding 
it,  as  well  as  increasing  fines  and  penalties.  It  was 
the  consensus  of  the  Task  Force  members  that 
our  industry(s)  needed  the  special  permits  for 
economic  well  being  and  survival  and  those  who 
wished  to  violate  the  law  and  place  this  privilege 
in  jeopardy  should  be  subject  to  very  high 
violation  penalties.  It  is  inherent  on  everyone  in 


sugar,  and  for  that  matter  all  of  agriculture  in 
Louisiana,  to  abide  by  the  laws  governing 
highway  weights  and  permits.  To  revert  to  the 
old  83,300  GVW  would  cost  everyone(growers, 
truckers,  and  mills)  untold  millions  in  additional 
cost  for  production. 

As  stated,  this  issue  will  not  go  away  because 
of  what  I  consider  a  favorable  committee  report. 
There  is  no  question  in  my,  and  other's  minds 
that  there  will  be  legislation  brought  to  ( 1 )  revert 
to  83,300  GVW  (2)  Classify  all  trucks(  1 8  wheeler 
type)  as  Commercial  with  no  special  Agricultural 
classification  and,  (3)  attempt  to  charge  all 
truck(farm,  forest,  commercial,  etc.)  the  same 
$1,500  per  year  fee  for  a  license. (This  would  not 
include  Harvest  Season  permits)  There  will  be 
legislation  and  our  industry  will  be  watching  for 
the  bills.  It  is  important  that  you  pay  attention 
should  the  League  or  Farm  Bureau  contact  you 
to  contact  your  legislators.  We  will  keep  you 
posted  and  updated  should  that  need  arise.  In  the 
mean  time,  please  make  sure  your  vehicles  and 
trailers  are  in  "good"  operating  condition  prior 
to  grinding.  Please  make  every  effort  to  keep 
your  loads  (Gross  Vehicle  Weights)  below  the 
100,000  pound  limit.  Remember,  the  law  allows 
you  UP  TO  100,000  LBS.  GVW.  The  old  song 
and  dance  about  not  being  able  to  judge  the  weight 
in  the  field  should  be  viewed  in  the  sense  of  when 
to  stop  loading  that  truck/trailer  so  as  not  to  go 
over  the  limit,  rather  than  knowingly  overload- 
ing and  hoping  you  don't  get  caught.  THIS 
ALSO  INCLUDES  YOUR  WEEKEND 
HAUL! 

Let's  all  do  our  best  to  be  good  neighbors  and 
citizens.  Let's  learn  to  burn  as  best  as  possible 
and  make  that  a  daily  effort;  and,  let's  learn  to 
load  "up  to"  the  limit  so  we  don't  need  to  try  to 
make  lame  excuses  for  vehicles  that  are  grossly 
over  the  generous  limit  already  allowed  by  law. 
It  makes  life  a  whole  lot  easier  on  you,  your  truck- 
ers, mill  management  and  staff,  weight  police, 
and  last  but  not  least,  your  state  Representatives 
and  Senators  who  have  allowed  you  to  have  this 
special  privilege  in  the  first  place. 

GROWER  IDEAS 

A  lot  of  times  your  leadership  gets  accused  of 
not  listening  to  grower  suggestions  of  how  to 
handle  issues  in  Washington  or  Baton  Rouge. 


That  is  not  the  case  at  all.  We  do  listen.  It  is 
normal,  when  a  suggestion  is  made,  to  begin 
debating  the  suggestion  and  whether  it  might 
work  or  not.  This  "debating"  process  probably 
is  what  provides  the  fuel  for  the  feeling  that  we're 
not  listening.  However,  we  often  have  to  be  the 
devil's  advocate  in  order  to  flush  out  a  debate  on 
the  suggestion.  I  guess  you're  wondering,  what 
is  his  point? 

Well,  last  week  (February  15)  at  a  Farm  Bureau 
Sugar  Advisory  Meeting,  Mike  Wood  pursued  a 
line  of  questioning  about  forfeitures,  and  how  they 
were  handled,  etc.  The  next  morning  Charles 
Thibaut  called  and  suggested  that  Mike's 
questions  sparked  thoughts  about  the  direction 
we  may  have  been  pursuing  in  Washington.  This, 
then  led  us  to  a  discussion  with  our  Washington 
reps.  Thibaut's  ideas,  sparked  by  Mike  questions, 
gave  our  Washington  reps  another  avenue  that 
had  not  been  fully  investigated  much,  until  then. 
That,  combined  with  meetings  and  phone 
conversations  with  other  sugar  industry  people 
have  given  us  some  "new"  tacks  and  directions 
to  investigate  in  hopes  of  correcting  our  present 
price  dilemma.  I  am  sure  this  is  not  the  first  time 
a  grower's  questions  have  provoked  thoughts. 
But,  more  importantly,  it  was  near  the  time  for 
me  to  write  this  article  and  it  was  fresh  in  my 
memory.  With  time,  many  of  my  memories  seem 
to  disappear.  I  guess  it  has  something  to  do  with 
that  old  adage  about  the  "first  thing  to  go,  and  I 
don't  remember  what  it  was!"  Thanks  Mike! 

F.A.  Graugnard,  Jr. 
1916-2000 

On  January  4,  2000,  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  was  saddened  by  the  death  of  Fortune 
Antoine  (F.A.)  Graugnard,  Jr.,  a  retired  sugar  cane 
grower  and  processor.  He  was  83.  From  1945- 
1975  he  was  president  and  general  manager  of 
St.  James  Sugar  Cooperative.  He  was  also  the 
18th  President  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane 
League,  as  well  as  the  former  Chairman/  President 
of  the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists,  the  Louisiana  and  St.  James  Sugar 
Exchanges  and  St.  James  Parish  Farm  Bureau. 
Graugnard  was  chairman  of  the  Louisiana 
Council  of  Farmer  Cooperatives  and  the  Farm 
Credit  Board,  where  he  served  two  terms  and  was 
a  former  director.  As  a  member  of  the  Louisiana 


House  of  Representatives,  he  served  on  the 
Judiciary,  Labor  and  Capital  committees. 
Additionally,  he  was  director  of  the  South 
Louisiana  Production  Credit  Association.  During 
the  14th  Congress  of  the  International  Society  of 
Sugar  Cane  Technologists  held  in  New  Orleans, 
LA  in  1971,  he  served  as  the  general  chairman 
and  chairman  of  the  organizing  committee.  He 
received  many  awards  including  the  1986  Dyer 
Award  for  Sugar  Man  of  the  Year.  Mr.  F.  A.  also 
reigned  as  King  Sucrose  IX  in  1950. 


During  his  tenure  at  St.  James  Sugar  Co-op, 
he  lead  the  factory  to  many  "firsts."  They  were 
the  first  to  ship  sugar  in  bulk  by  truck  to  a  refinery, 
and  involved  in  the  marketing  of  sugar  and 
molasses.  Graugnard  was  a  major  organizer  of 
Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Products,  a  sugar 
marketing  group.  He  will  be  remembered  for  the 
impact  he  had  on  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry. 

Mr.  F.A.  was  survived  by  his  wife  Mary  Ann 
Graugnard  and  three  daughters. 
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Specializing  in  sugar  cane  crop  and  equipment  loans 

Locally  owned  and  operated  full  service  bank 

Competitive  rates  with  low  closing  costs 

Personal  service  with  on  site  approval  process 

Cash  flow  projections,  budget  analysis  and  comparative  analysis 


Come  and  visit  our  staff  of  friendly  professionals 
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LENDER 


GREAT  DEALS  ON 
RENTAL  TRACTORS 


Rental  Tractors 

with  warranty 

130  -  210  hp 


0 

f£W  HOLLAN) 


LATE  MODEL 
LOW  HOURS 


(B 


INDUSTRIES 

INCORPORATED 


5810  Airline  Hwy. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA 


1-800-960-0069 


1210  St.  Charles  St. 

Houma,  LA 

04-876-2280 

1-800-969-0068 


3811  Hwy.  90  East 

Broussard,  LA 

337-837-2763 

1-800-960-0067 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


By  Don  WaUa<iG 


February  WASDE  Sees  Rising  Production 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  has  released  the  February  report 
of  the  World  Agricultural  Supply  and 
Demand  Estimates  (WASDE),  increasing  its 
estimates  of  domestic  production  for  this  year  by 
163,000  short  tons,  raw  value,  from  last  month's 
report.  Expected  demand  is  unchanged,  resulting 
in  a  stocks-to-use  ratio  of  17.6%,  up  from  last 
month's  calculation  of  16.0%. 

Louisiana  is  responsible  for  almost  half  of  the 
increase  in  projected  output.  USDA  now  expects 
Louisiana  to  produce  1 .680  million  tons  this  year, 
80,000  tons  higher  than  last  month's  projection. 
Texas  should  produce  103,000  tons,  up  8,000  tons 
from  last  month.  In  both  states,  the  increase  in 
estimated  production  is  based  on  end-of-season 
information  from  mills.  Total  cane  production 
should  reach  4.113  million  tons,  which  would 
exceed  last  year's  production  record  by  162,000 
tons. 

Projected  beet  production  is  higher  by  75,000 
tons,  due  to  higher-than-expected  sugar  content 
in  the  1999  crop.  Overall  beet  output  is  now 
expected  to  reach  4.8  million  tons,  which  would 
surpass  the  previous  beet  production  record  by 
307,000  tons.  As  a  result  of  these  increases,  total 
domestic  production  for  this  year  should  be  8.9 1 3 
million  tons. 

Court  Rejects  Motion  for  Rehearing  of  Stuffed 
Molasses  Case 

The  U.S.  Court  of  International  Trade  (USCIT) 
has  denied  a  motion  to  reconsider  its  October  1 999 
decision  regarding  imports  of  the  sugar  syrup 
known  as  "stuffed  molasses."  That  decision 
overturned  a  U.S.  Customs  Service  ruling  that 
would  prohibit  stuffed  molasses  imports  outside 


of  the  raw  sugar  tariff-rate  quota  (TRQ).  The 
U.S.  Customs  Service  ruling  had,  in  turn,  revoked 
an  earlier  tariff  classification  ruling  letter  that 
would  allow  such  imports  beyond  the  scope  of 
the  TRQ. 

The  U.S.  government,  defendant  in  the  case, 
and  the  U.S.  Beet  Sugar  Association,  a  defendant- 
intervenor,  have  until  the  end  of  March  to  file  a 
notice  of  appeal  with  the  U.S.  Federal  Circuit 
Court  in  Washington,  D.C. 

House  Agriculture  Committee  to  Hold 
Hearings  on  Farm  Policy 

House  Agriculture  Committee  Chairman  Larry 
Combest  (R-TX)  and  Ranking  Minority  Member 
Charlie  Stenholm  (D-TX)  have  announced  the 
schedule  of  field  hearings  in  ten  cities  that  will 
review  domestic  farm  policy.  The  hearings  will 
be  conducted  from  March  through  May.  The 
press  release  announcing  the  schedule  explained 
that  the  regional  hearings  will  be  convened 
exclusively  for  farmers  to  describe  specific  policy 
issues  and  to  respond  to  committee  member 
questions  about  how  farmers  want  those  problems 
addressed.  The  locations  and  dates  of  the  hearings 
are  designed  to  focus  on  the  specific  concerns  of 
farmers  within  each  of  five  general  regions 
including  the  plains  states,  midwest,  southeast, 
northeast  and  west. 

Regional  hearings  nearest  Louisiana  are: 
Lubbock,  Texas,  March  6;  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
March  17;  and,  Auburn,  Alabama,  March  18. 
Other  field  hearings  will  be  held  in  Boise,  Idaho; 
Kutztown,  Pennsylvania;  Peoria,  Illinois; 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina;  Sacramento,  California; 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota;  and  West  Chester, 
Ohio. 


WTO  Negotiations  on  Agriculture  Move 
Forward 

The  World  Trade  Organization's  (WTO) 
General  Council  announced  plans  for  the 
continued  negotiations  for  further  trade 
liberalization  in  the  agriculture  and  services 
sectors.  Discussions  on  agriculture  will  be  carried 
forward  in  special  negotiating  sessions  of  the 
WTO  Committee  on  Agriculture,  beginning  the 
week  of  March  20. 

The  plans  follow  more  than  two  months  of 
uncertainty  within  the  General  Council  over  how 
to  jumpstart  negotiations  that  had  stalled  in  Seattle 
last  December.  Both  sectors  had  been  identified 
by  the  WTO  and  several  of  its  largest  members, 
including  the  United  States,  as  priority  areas  for 
further  trade  liberalization. 

WTO  Rules  Against  Mexico's  Antidumping 
Orders  on  U.S.  HFCS 

A  WTO  dispute  settlement  panel  has  found  that 
Mexican  antidumping  measures  imposed  on  U.S. 
exports  of  high  fructose  corn  syrup  is  in  violation 


of  WTO  rules.  U.S.  Trade  Representative 
Charlene  Barshefsky  touted  the  determination  as 
an  important  victory  for  U.S.  exporters.  The  U.S 
challenge  to  the  Mexican  duties  had  focused  on 
whether  Mexico  had  properly  established  injury 
to  its  industry,  a  key  element  in  an  antidumping 
determination.  The  panel  agreed  with  the  United 
States  that  Mexico's  analysis  of  the  threat  of 
injury  from  U.S.  exports  was  inconsistent  with 
the  WTO  Antidumping  Agreement. 

Barshefsky  announced  that  the  panel  finding 
upheld  the  U.S.  challenge  in  several  important 
respects.  The  panel  specifically  found  that  the 
Mexican  decision  to  impose  antidumping  duties 
violated  terms  of  the  Antidumping  Agreement  by 
incorrectly  examining  the  extent  of  injury  to  the 
Mexican  industry  and  improperly  determining  the 
likelihood  that  an  increase  of  U.S.  exports  would 
occur.  Mexico's  determination  also  failed  to 
reflect  properly  its  consideration  of  the  factors  in 
the  Antidumping  Agreement  on  the  economic 
condition  of  the  Mexican  sugar  industry. 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


First  South  PCA 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CLi 


CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting rx^    Equipment 


LE  MANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 


Donaldsonville 
(225)  473-7927  (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about         ^-      *_ 

Case  Credit  ■*-**»  *T!    CASE  CREDIT 

financing 


^ 


BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 

High  Dump  Wagons 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 

Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 


Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (337)  845-5080 


Ask  your  Land 
Bank  Association 

about . . .  financing 
to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 

Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are 
looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity  . . .  buy  or  improve 
land  . . .  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have, 
your  Land  Bank  Association  can 
provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need 
financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our 
various  loan  options. 

Louisiana  Federal 
Land  Bank  Association 


Opelousas 
(337)  942-1461 

Port  Allen 
(225)  344-2691 


£r 


Hearne  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

•Fully  Automatic* 

•AH  Hydraulic* 

*7'x25'  Carrying  Capacity* 

•15  acres  per  day  proven* 

•Stainless  Steel  Hoppers* 

Simple  ♦  Rugged  ♦  Reliable 
**Now  Available** 

3-row  Billet  Planters 

Planting  Rates  up  to  50  acres  per  day 


Hearne  Consulting!  inc. 

2450  Powers  Avenue 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(337)942-8180 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 

Joseph  Beaud,  Jr. 

Kenneth  Kahao 

Joseph  Beaud,  Sr. 

Denis  Lanaux 

Felix  "Gus"  Blanchard 

Melvin  Landry 

F.  Neal  Bolton 

Lloyd  Lauden 

Joseph  Boudreaux 

E.W.  McNeil 

Patrick  Cancienne 

D.C.  Mattingly 

Fred  Y.  Clark 

Leonard  Oncale 

P.J.  "Pete"  deGravelles 

William  S.  Patout,  III 

Lawrence  Dugas 

Charles  Savoie 

Gilbert  Durbin 

Roland  Talbot 

J.N.  Foret 

James  Thibaut 

Andrew  Gay 

John  Thibaut 

Warren  Harang,  Jr. 

Glenn  Timmons 

J.  Roddy  Hulett 

Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


UAP 

MIDSOUTH 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  LA 
(337)  276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  LA 
(225)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


Bayou  Liquid  Fertilizer,  Inc. 

Liquid  &  Dry  Fertilizers 

Est.  1976 


Sugar  Cane  *  Corn  &  Soy  Beans  *  Pasture  Land 
Applicator  Rentals  -  Storage  Tanks  -  Free  Estimates 


Herbert  Breaux 
P.  O.  Box  486 
Raceland,  LA  70394 


Phone  (504)  537-5557 
(504)  537-3542 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT.  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)561-7844 
FAX:  (941)561-7855 


CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 
RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404 
www.casecorp.com 


USA 


*$*•  "CUTTING  EDGE"  WITH  QUALITY! 


Also  Available: 

QUARTER  DRAIN 
CLEANERS 

DIRECT  HAUL  WAGONS 

3  ROW  CULTIVATORS 


Get  greater  efficiency  with 

'QUALITY'S  PROVEN 

PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY" 


"ualUy 


Give  us  a  call! 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street  •  P.O.  Box  406  •Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 
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FARM    NOTES 


By  Charley  Ri chord 


Don't  Plow  Out  Cune  Too  Early  —  Cxme  Humlng  — 
Agricultural  Air  Quality  Task.  Force 


As  the  percentage  of  LCP  85-384  contin- 
ues to  increase,  growers  are  continuing 
to  learn  about  its  exceptional  ability  to 
produce  adequate  yields  in  older  stubble  crops. 
Most  growers  are  aware  that  it  has  better  stubbling 
ability  than  any  of  the  older  varieties;  however, 
with  the  mild  winters  experienced  in  the  last  few 
years,  true  stubbling  ability  in  nearly  all  varieties 
has  been  somewhat  difficult  to  see.  As  a  result, 
growers  are  cautioned  against  plowing  stubble 
too  early,  at  least  until  they  are  sure  that  yields 
will  be  below  economic  requirements.  While 
stands  of  cane  were  excellent  last  fall  and  most 
fields  would  appear  to  be  in  good  condition 
despite  the  numerous  frosts  and  light  freezes  that 
have  been  experienced,  it  is  too  early  to  predict 
what  shoot  populations  will  be  in  April.  This 
industry  has  often  seen  the  negative  effects  of  a 
March  frost  or  freeze. 

It  is  understandable  that  growers  would  like  to 
get  a  good  jump  on  destroying  old  stubble  and 
killing  weeds  that  occur  in  these  fields.  However, 
with  the  uncertainty  of  stubble  stands  this  spring, 
growers  should  make  thorough  inspections  before 
putting  the  plow  to  any  field.  Growers  should 
also  be  reminded  that  it  is  a  good  environmental 
practice  to  delay  the  plow-out  of  a  field  until  after 
the  winter  months  to  avoid  having  sediment, 
nutrients,  or  pesticides  move  with  water  run-off. 

CANE  BURNING 

As  most  are  aware  in  this  industry,  last  year 
saw  more  complaints  from  the  public  then  in  any 
other  year  regarding  the  burning  of  sugarcane. 
However,  unlike  years  past,  most  complaints  were 


not  about  the  smoke  but  about  the  fallout  of  ash 
or  soot.  Complaints  were  made  to  the  League 
office,  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  county 
agents,  and  numerous  other  agencies  and  offices 
around  the  state.  The  largest  concentration  of 
complaints  came  from  the  Baton  Rouge  and 
Lafayette  areas  which  is  logical  since  they  are 
the  largest  metropolitan  areas  which  have  the 
closest  proximity  to  sugarcane  fields.  What  can 
growers  do  about  this  situation  in  the  future? 
What  has  been  done  about  it  in  the  past?  And, 
what  is  the  future  of  sugarcane  burning  in 
Louisiana?  These  are  questions  on  the  minds  of 
growers  and  the  non-farming  public  as  we  are 
only  seven  months  away  from  the  start  of  this 
next  harvest  season. 

As  most  growers  and  processors  have  already 
heard,  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  Forestry  (LDAF)  will  be  conducting  a  burn 
certification  program  this  year.  Classes  will  be 
conducted  by  the  Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  (LCES)  this  summer.  The 
program  will  work  similarly  to  the  pesticide 
licensing  program  where  growers  will  be 
provided  a  certificate  of  their  participation  in  this 
"burn  manager"  program.  Some  have  questioned 
what  is  the  benefit  of  this  program  and  is  it  really 
window  dressing.  Wrong!  While  there  are  some 
aspects  of  cane  burning  that  don't  have  exact 
science  to  help  us,  there  are  numerous  issues  that, 
through  discussion,  trial  and  error,  can  only  help 
growers  move  up  the  learning  curve  on  pre- 
harvest  burns.  Burning  at  times  of  the  day  (or 
perhaps  night)  when  humidity  will  be  somewhat 
higher  to  help  hold  down  the  movement  of  soot, 
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back-burning,  burning  narrow  strips  rather  than 
wide  areas,  and  other  practices  may  offer  some 
help  in  reducing  the  movement  of  soot  off  the 
immediate  farm  property.  There  are  some  models 
to  help  predict  down  wind  dispersal  of  ash,  but 
they  are  not  perfect.  Of  course,  much  of  this 
discussion  affects  only  pre-harvest  burns  since 
that  is  what  caused  the  most  concern  last  year. 
However,  burning  heaps  of  cane  are  not  immune 
and,  in  fact,  in  some  areas  were  the  main  reason 
for  complaints.  Growers  who  have  continued 
with  the  soldier  system  will  find  that  the  non- 
farming  public  will  not  tolerate  abuses  in  good 
smoke  management  policy.  In  fact,  smoke  from 
the  burning  of  heaps  is  a  more  legitimate 
complaint  from  a  health  standpoint  than  is  the 
soot  falling  from  pre-harvest  burns.  Soot  is  really 
just  a  nuisance  problem  while  smoke  may  be  a 
legitimate  health  concern.  One  real  problem  is 
the  lack  of  medical  data  to  substantiate  what  role 
sugarcane  burning  plays  in  respiratory  problems 
in  south  Louisiana.  There  are  numerous  causes 
of  respiratory  problems  occurring  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  in  this  part  of  the  country.  These  issues 
have  never  been  properly  sorted.  Additionally, 
with  the  industry-wide  transition  from  heap 
burning  of  cane  to  pre-harvest  burns,  and  the 
resulting  change  from  smoke  concerns  to  soot 
issues,  it  would  seem  like  a  change  in  the  reported 
health  problems  would  have  been  evident. 
However,  there  is  no  available  health  data  which 
has  shown  any  benefit  to  the  public  from  growers 
having  made  this  very  expensive  transition  in 
harvest  systems.  Therefore,  it  is  inherent  on  the 
medical  community  to  provide  the  industry  with 
the  scientific  data  to  help  us  make  intelligent 
decisions  concerning  the  direction  that  trash 
removal  in  sugarcane  should  take. 

AGRICULTURAL  AIR  QUALITY  TASK 
FORCE 

The  USDA  has  an  Agricultural  Air  Quality 
Task  Force  that  has  been  meeting  for  several 
years.  There  is  an  Ag  Burning  sub-committee  of 
this  task  force  which  has  now  formulated  a  draft 
policy  that  has  been  submitted  to  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture.  The  League  has  participated  in 
this  task  force  since  its  inception,  and  the  sugar- 


cane community  has  a  member  of  the  committee 
in  Stephanie  Whalen  of  the  Hawaiian  Agricul- 
tural Research  Center  (formerly  the  Hawaiian 
Sugar  Planters  Association).  This  task  force  met 
in  Baton  Rouge  (February  14  -  17)  and  the 
League,  on  behalf  of  the  industry,  reported  to  the 
group  on  sugarcane  burning  in  Louisiana.  Re- 
sults of  this  task  force  will  affect  air  quality  is- 
sues for  all  the  agricultural  commodities  in  the 
country,  which  in  this  day  and  time  are  numer- 
ous. The  committee  members  include  farmers, 
scientists,  environmental  representatives  and  oth- 
ers with  a  good  understanding  of  the  many  facets 
of  the  problems  facing  both  agricultural  produc- 
tion, environmental  protection,  and  health  issues. 
The  League  will  continue  to  work  toward 
protecting  the  privilege  that  you  have  in  open  field 
burning  of  sugarcane.  We  in  the  industry  know 
that  this  is  the  easiest  way  to  accomplish  trash 
removal.  However,  the  League  continues  to  look 
at  other  methods  to  accomplish  this  task, 
including  breeding,  biotechnology,  chemicals, 
and  equipment  We  also  will  continue  to  meet 
with  the  public  and  try  to  improve  the 
communications  between  the  industry  and  those 
concerned  about  cane  burning.  But  we  can  only 
do  this  with  the  help  of  ALL  GROWERS  and  ALL 
PROCESSORS.  Every  grower  will  need  to  be 
certified  this  year  and  will  need  to  work  toward 
reducing  the  impact  of  smoke  and  soot  downwind 
from  their  farm.  Processors  will  also  need  to 
understand  the  complications  this  involves  and 
the  fact  that  in  certain  sensitive  areas,  burning 
will  not  be  conducted.  To  allow  this  industry  the 
right  to  burn  sugarcane,  all  growers  will  have  to 
work  together,  with  the  public,  to  accomplish  the 
objective  of  minimal  impact  of  the  burning 
process.  Working  together.  That  means  that  all 
growers  should  have  the  same  objective,  with  no 
vendettas.  Growers  should  always  know  what  is 
potentially  and  positively  downwind  from  their 
farm  at  all  times.  And,  just  as  important,  have 
communicated  with  their  neighbors.  These  are 
new  times.  We  cannot  afford  to  conduct  business 
as  was  done  in  the  old  days  when  there  was  no 
one  around  the  farm  except  farm  personnel.  Be 
a  good  citizen  and  work  with  your  neighbors.  In 
these  days  of  low  prices,  your  future  is  at  stake! 
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PRESIDENTS  OF  THE 
AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE 


1. 

A.H.  Gay 

October  1922  - 

-  September  1924 

2. 

E.A.  Burguieres 

October  1924  • 

-  September  1925 

3. 

S.C.  Munson 

October  1925  • 

-  September  1927 

4. 

D.W.  Pipes,  Jr. 

October  1927  - 

-  September  1929 

5. 

CD.  Kemper 

October  1929  - 

-  September  1931 

6. 

Percy  A.  Lemann 

October  1931  • 

-  September  1933 

7. 

R.H.  Chadwick 

October  1933  - 

-  September  1935 

8. 

R.L.  Baker 

October  1935  - 

-  September  1937 

9. 

Edward  J.  Gay 

October  1937  - 

-  September  1939 

10. 

W.F.  Giles 

October  1939  - 

-  September  1941 

11. 

W.C.  Kemper 

October  1941  - 

-  September  1943 

12. 

JJ.  Shaffer,  Jr. 

October  1943  - 

-  September  1945 

13. 

George  L.  Billeaud 

October  1945  • 

-  September  1947 

14. 

M.J.  Foster 

October  1947  - 

-  September  1949 

15. 

J.J.  Munon 

October  1949  - 

-  September  1951 

16. 

L.A.  Borne 

October  1951  - 

-  September  1953 

17. 

J.P.  Duhe 

October  1953  ■ 

■  September  1955 

18. 

F. A.  Graugnard,  Jr. 

October  1955  • 

-  September  1957 

19. 

Bronier  Tibaut 

October  1957  - 

-  September  1959 

20. 

Warren  Harang,  Jr. 

October  1959  - 

-  September  1961 

21. 

T.M.  Barker 

October  1961  - 

-  September  1963 

22. 

Andrew  P.  Gay 

October  1963  - 

-  September  1965 

23. 

William  S.  Chadwick 

October  1965  ■ 

-  September  1967 

24. 

J.Malcolm  Duhe 

October  1967  - 

-  September  1969 

25. 

Thomas  H.  Allen 

October  1969  - 

•  September  1971 

26. 

James  Thibaut 

October  1971  - 

■  September  1973 

27. 

Charles  Savoie 

October  1973  ■ 

■  September  1975 

28. 

Edward  Supple 

October  1975  - 

■  September  1977 

29. 

P.J.  deGravelles,  Jr. 

October  1977  - 

-  September  1979 

30. 

Ramon  E.  Billeaud 

October  1979  - 

-  September  1981 

31. 

Kenneth  H.  Kahao 

October  1981  - 

-  September  1983 

32. 

John  Thibaut 

October  1983  - 

-  September  1985 

33. 

Irving  E.  Legendre,  Jr. 

October  1985  - 

•  September  1987 

34. 

Fred  Y.  Clark 

October  1987  - 

•  February  1989 

35. 

William  S.  Patout,  III 

February  1989 

-  February  1991 

36. 

Daniel  P.  Viator 

February  1991 

-  February  1993 

37. 

Branan  B.  Beyt 

February  1993 

-  February  1995 

38. 

Jerry  McKee 

February  1995 

-  February  1997 

39. 

Dan  Duplantis 

February  1997 

-  February  1999 

40. 

Warren  J.  Harang,  III 

February  1999 

-  February  2001 
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PROWL 


Safe,  Proven  and  Economical  Herbicide 


Sugarcane  Update 

from  American  Cyanamid 

Two  Modes  of  Action  are  Better  than  One 

Common  Name  Trade  Name  Family 

Pendimethalin  PROWL  Dinitroaniline 

Mode  of  Action:  Root  Inhibitors 

The  DNAs  primarily  enter  through  developing  roots  although  there  may  be 
some  entry  into  the  plant  shoots.  They  stop  plant  cells  from  dividing  and 
elongating  which  prevents  emergence. 


Diuron 

Karmex  DF 
Direx  4L 
Direx  80DF 

Substituted  areas 

Metribuzin 

Sencor/Lexone 

Triazines 

Atrizine 

AAtrex 

Mode  of  Action:  Inhibits  photosynthesis  at  photosystem  II 

They  are  rapidly  absorbed  by  the  roots,  also  somewhat  by  foliage  and  stems 
of  the  weeds  blocking  photosynthesis.  This  stops  the  flow  of  electrons  and 
stops  the  transfer  of  energy  in  plant  food  production  systems  which  causes 
a  massive  buildup  of  excited  electrons.  This  results  in  the  destruction  of 
chloroplast  membranes. 


Using  two  herbicides  with  different  modes  of  action  can  increase  your 
odds  of  getting  the  weed  control  you  need.  Using  two  different  herbicides 
which  control  the  same  seed  species  (example:  seedling  Johnsongrass  - 
PROWL  is  rated  Excellent  and  Sencor  is  rated  Good-Excellent)  can  make 
the  weed  control  program  more  consistent. 
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PROWL 


Your  Foundation  Grass  Herbicide 


Weed  Control  Rating  Scale: 

Poor  <49%       Fair  50-60%     Good  70-80%  Excellent  90-1 00% 


PROWL 


Atrazine 


Sencore/Lexone 


E 

G-E 
G-E 
E 


Seedling  Johnsongrass 
Itchgrass 

Browntop  Pancium 
Annual  Grasses 


P 
P 
P 

Jfc/  (except  Signalgrass) 


G-E 

P 
F-G 


American  Cyanamid's  Spring  Herbicide  Sugarcane  Weed  Control  Program: 

Tank  Mix: 

Grass  Herbicide  - 

PROWL  2  qts./acre  Banded 

+ 

Broadleaf  Herbicide  - 

(Karmex/Dimex,  Atrazine,  or  Sencor/Lexone) 

+ 

Burndown  Herbicide  as  needed  for  winter  weeds  - 

(Gramoxone  Extra,  2,4D  or  Weedmaster) 

+ 

Surfactant 


For  questions  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert  (225)  927-9331  or  Ann  Thompson  (337)  989-4277 


*  always  read  and  follow  label  directions 

*  Prowl  is  a  registered  trademark  of  American  Cyanamid 

*  Sencore  is  a  registrered  trademark  of  Bayer  Corp. 

*  Lexone  is  a  registered  trademark  of  DuPont 

*  Direx  4L,  Direx  80DF  and  Karmex  DF  are  registered  trademarks  of  Griffin 

*  AAtrax  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Novartis  Crop  Production,  Inc.,  Ag  Products 

*  Gramoxone  Extra  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Zeneca  Ag  Products 

*  Weedmaster  is  a  registered  trademark  of  BASF  Corp.  Agricultural  Products 
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PROWL 


Herbicide 


Safe  -  Proven  -  Economical 


Prowl  has  a  lower  price  this  year! 


ft  Sugarcane  Grower  Rebate 
through  Harvest  Partners 


Details: 

25  -  399  gal.  =  $2.00/gal.  rebate 

>  400  gal.  =  $3.00/gal.  rebate 


American  Cyanamid  appreciates  your  business 
and  wishes  you  another  successful  year. 


Actual  price  reduction  may  vary.  Price  reduction  based  on  American  Cyanamid 
list  price  to  distributors.  ALTHOUGH  AMERICAN  CYANAMID  MAY  SUGGEST 
RESALE  PRICES  FOR  PRODUCTS,  DISTRIBUTORS  AND  RETAILERS  ARE  FREE 
TO  DETERMINE  THEIR  OWN  PRICES  AT  WHICH  THEY  WILL  SELL  AMERICAN 
CYANAMID  PRODUCTS.  Visit  The  GROWER  CENTER®  at  www.cyanamid.com. 
Always  read  and  follow  label  directions,  trademarks,  American  Cyanamid 
Company  ©  2000. 
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THE  BATON  ROUOE  LINE 


By  Tom  Spradley 


The  amount  of  the  State  budget  deficit  is 
apparently  hard  to  nail  down. 
Administration  sources  are  citing 
different  numbers  between  $350  million  and  $550 
million.  The  size  of  the  deficit  seems  to  depend 
on  your  goals;  if  the  long  sought  teachers  pay 
raise  is  included,  the  number  could  rise  to  $640 
million 

The  Foster  Administration  fought  over  the  first 
four  years  to  avoid  government  growth  —  and 
their  efforts  were  successful.  This  was  not  an 
easy  task.  Each  year  the  budget  increases  by  over 
$100  million  because  of  such  things  as  rent 
escalation  clauses  and  step  -  increase  in  pay 
scales.  (Don't  believe  it  when  state  employees 
say  they  haven't  had  a  raise  in  years;  the  step 
increases  are  automatic.  What  they  are  really 
saying  is  that  the  amount  paid  at  each  step  has 
not  gone  up).  There  are  many  reasons  the  budget 
increases.  The  discouraging  part  is  that  this 
pressure  never  goes  away,  and  every  Governor 
and  every  legislature  has  had  to  deal  with  it. 

Louisiana  has  dealt  with  this  problem  with 
what  Commissioner  of  Administration,  Mark 
Drennen,  calls  "Louisiana's  four  addictions". 
First  there  was  oil.  Oil  used  to  pay  approximately 
60  percent  of  the  state  budget.  When  that 
dwindled  to  less  than  16  percent,  we  borrowed 
money,  our  second  addiction!  In  fact,  we 
borrowed  so  much  money  that  just  a  few  years 
ago  over  20  cents  of  each  tax  dollar  paid  by  our 
citizens  was  used  for  debt  service.  We  ran  out  of 
credit  and  ruined  our  bond  rating  with  that  tactic. 

So  we  switched  to  "Dispro",  our  third 
addiction.  "Dispro"  was  a  federal  program 
designed  to  reward  health  care  providers  who 
"disproportionately"  took  care  of  poor  people 
without  hope  of  payment.  Actual  expenses  were 
paid  to  state  agencies  at  up  to  250  percent  of 
traditional  costs.  Louisiana,  under  Governor 
Roemer,  showed  the  other  states  how  to 
manipulate  this  program,  using  the  "dispro"  funds 


to  pay  for  other  agencies.  In  fact,  We  were  so 
good  at  it  that  the  Feds  reshaped  the  program  to 
bring  it  back  in  line. 

When  that  source  dried  up,  the  next  hope  for 
"free  government"  was  gambling,  our  fourth  and 
most  recent  addiction.  While  that  has  produced 
some  revenue,  it  will  not  support  the  budget  we 
need  to  provide  necessary  services. 

Almost  everyone  agrees  that  our  tax  structure 
is  not  progressive.  It  does  not  capture  business 
activity  in  increased  reserves.  New  tax  structures 
were  offered  by  Roemer  and  later  by  Edwards  — 
to  no  avail.  There  is  a  huge  disagreement  about 
who  is  over-taxed  and  who  is  under-taxed,  and 
there  is  no  easy  way  to  approach  tax  reform.  So, 
Governor  Foster's  Administration  has  floated 
several  tax  reform  ideas  in  the  legislative  and 
public  arenas  to  gauge  their  reaction.  Some  of 
the  ideas  mentioned  are  sales  tax  increases,  a 
value  added  tax  (VAT),  and  a  single  business  tax 
(SBT).  Of  course,  each  of  these  ideas  has  serious 
enemies  and  has  been  attacked  before  being 
defined  in  a  proposal. 

Where  will  this  go?  How  will  it  end?  The 
latest  word  is  that  a  Special  Session  will  be  called 
for  March  15  to  start  what,  in  all  likelihood,  will 
be  a  long  and  arduous  process. 

Stay  tuned. 


The  following  is  an  editorial  that  appeared  in  the 
Advocate  (Baton  Rouge)  on  Friday,  February  18, 
2000,  regarding  the  burning  of  sugar  cane.  The 
Advocate  opines  that  voluntary  efforts  to  reduce 
any  discomfort  caused  by  the  burning  are 
preferable  to  regulation. 

Sensible  curbs  on  cane  fields 

The  fallout  from  burning  fields  isn't 
radioactive,  but  the  ashes  can  travel  a  long  way. 
It  is  a  sign  of  the  season,  and  its  association  with 
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Louisiana's  long  tradition  of  farming  sugar  cane 
makes  even  gray  ash  something  akin  to  local 
color. 

If  there  are  health  effects  to  burning  cane,  we 
hope  that  extensive  regulations  are  a  last  resort. 

A  federal  task  force  has  been  formed  to  assess 
effects  of  burning  cane  and  other  crops,  and  ways 
of  reducing  the  fallout. 

"With  industry,  we  know  pretty  much  what 
comes  out  of  their  stacks,  "  said  Annette  Sharp 
of  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Environmental 
Quality.  "With  automobiles,  we  know  how  many 
cars  are  on  the  road"  In  agriculture  the  effect  is 
harder  to  quantify. 

There  have  been  reports  of  respiratory 
problems  associated  with  cane  burning.  Helen 
Vinton,  life  quality  director  of  the  Southern 
Mutual  Help  Association  in  New  Iberia,  said  of 
Acadiana  residents,  as  well  as  a  number  of  doctors 
have  contacted  her  group  to  report  respiratory 


problems  associated  with  cane  burning. 

The  need  for  burning  was  supposed  to  be 
reduced  by  new  harvesting  combines  used  by 
most  Louisiana  farmers.  But  most  growers  have 
found  that  too  much  foliage  was  getting  into  the 
cane  they  send  to  mills,  so  they  have  continued 
to  burn. 

Growers  say  they  are  trying  to  balance  the 
desires  of  residents  while  staying  competitive 
during  a  time  when  sugar  prices  are  at  historic 
lows.  Dean  Gravois,  who  grows  about  2,200 
acres  of  cane  in  Lafourche  and  St  Charles 
parishes,  said  farmers  have  agreed  to  try  to  harvest 
more  unburned  cane  in  fields  next  to  residential 
areas. 

The  effect  of  burning  cane  is  seasonal  and 
localized.  We  hope  that  voluntary  efforts  will 
reduce  the  discomfort  of  others  without  resort  to 
excessive  regulation  of  a  200  year-old  Louisiana 
industry. 
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PSW  P-30 

The  New  Reliable  The  Old  Reliable 

Why  was  the  PSW  developed?  To  fill  a  market  need  for  a  leveler  with  many  of  the  P-30's  features,  at  a  lower  cost. 

Both  Levelers: 

1 .  have  depth-control  stops  a  1 2'  frame,  with  leveling  adjustments  per  8.  are  very  heavily  braced.  Our  products 

2.  have  high  arches,  for  strength  blade  are  intended  to  last. 

3.  have  wide  wheel  bases,  for  stability  6.  pull  straight,  in  transport  and  in  the  field  9.  are  owner  friendly,  easily  maintained. 

4.  have  wide  cuts.  7.  have  both  moldboard  and  cutting  edge, 

5.  have  steep-pitched,  pivoting  blades  on  creating  a  greater  capacity  for  carrying  dirt.  "The  best  does  not  cost  more. " 

PURDY  MANUFACTURING 

Randy  Purdy  *  Ph./Fax  870-946-3503  •  E-mail:  purdy@futura.net  *  Web  site:  purdymfg.com       J 


FOR  SALE 

21rJD  230  Disk  Plow 
All  new  blades 

call 

3-D  Chemicals 
(337)  394-4801 


Cane  Contractors,  Inc. 

is  replacing  equipment. 

Late  model  JD  7410,  Case  MX120, 

Austoft  combines,  and  Broussard 

High  Dump  wagons  for  sale. 

337-845-5080 
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CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


•  (2)  7  1/2  ton  Cameco  High  Dump  Wagons 

-  $15,000  each;  (2)  Chop  Cane  trailers  - 
$18,800  each;  1988  Int'l  Truck  -  $9,500; 
1990  Int'l  Truck  -  $14,000;  John  Blue  High 
Boy  Spray  Rig  -  $3,000;  (2)  Auto  Planters 

-  $3,500  each;  3-row  Opener  with  disc  - 
$1 ,000;  3-row  Covering  Tool  -  $3,000; 
Folding  Thompson  3-row  -  $2,000;  Row 
Maker  -  $1 ,000;  2-Tandum  Whole  Stalk 
Wagons  -  $2,500  each;  Woods  S105  - 
$650.  Call  Johnny  McCollum  at  (504)  446- 
0136. 

•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large 
JD  engine  and  front  wheel  assist  - 
$5,000;  6'  Case  End  Row  Flat  Chopper 
(parts  only)  -  $100;  1990  Case/lnt'l  5120 
Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $22,500.  Call  Randy 
Gonsoulin  at  (337)  365-0014. 

•  JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD  7400  Hi- 
Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile  tank  &  rack, 
4,900  hours;  Int'l  1086  Hi-Crop  w/tank  & 
rack;  1394  Case  MFWD;  1993  Cameco 
CHT  2500  Chopper  Harvester;  (2) 
Tandem  Axle  Transloader  Wagons; 
Midland  21'  Disk  w/hydraulic  fold  wings; 
Call  (225)  937-0846  (day)  or  (225)  627- 
9577  (evenings  -  6pm-9pm),  ask  for  David 
Jarreau. 

•  3  Tandem  Basket  Wagons  -  $4,500  each. 
Call  (504)  369-7788. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  &  air  - 

$60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

•  1 993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel  drive  cane 
cutter,  cab  &  air,  excellent  condition  - 
$45,000;  J  &  L  4-wheel  Drive  Field 
Loader,  cab  &  air  -  $10,000;  Drott  40 
Excavator,  rubber  tires,  4-wheel  drive,  cane 
grab  &  bucket  -  $20,000.  Call  Jimmy 
Jarreau  at  (225)  637-4873. 

•  20  -  New  16.9x28  R1W  tires; 

20  -  New  16.9x30  R1W  tires  $495  each. 
Call  (337)  879-7932  (W)  leave  message. 

•  3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row  Harvester. 

Call  Roland  Bourgeois,  Vacherie  at  (225) 
265-4452  (leave  a  message). 


1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine, 
New  18-4-38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel, 
shredder  topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with 
new  trans  &  engine  overhauled  in  '97  - 
$14,000;  856  Hi-Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500; 
3-row  Bottom  Type  Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty 
and  gauge  wheels  -  $3,500;  4-row  JD  style 
with  gauge  wheels  and  cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD 
4240,  Hi-clearance  1981;  1  front  mount 
spray  rig  with  200-gal.  tank  -  $100;  JD 
Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17'  -  $2,000; 
Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250; 
Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  -  $75; 
Int'l  3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one-row 
shavers  -  best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre  at 
(337)  229-6932. 

Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain  pilar 
and  backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane  Wagons 

with  60  ton  Army  Hitches,  extra  wheels  and 
hubs;  18-Wheeler  quick  hitch  on  rear  end 
with  tongue  used  to  pull  trailers.  Call 
Russell  Judice  at  (337)  394-4727. 

(8)  Bayou  Service  Transloader  Wagons  - 

$2,500  each.  Call  Aucoin  Farms,  Inc.  at 
(225)  687-9508,  Donald  at  (225)  687-2111, 
or  Donald,  Jr.  at  (225)  687-8100. 

Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended 
front  end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power. 
1993  2-row  Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling  gate, 
JD  power.  Both  ready  and  repaired.  6  sets 
Direct  Haul  Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24 
grader  tires.  Call  (337)  365-5036  night  or 
day  or  (337)  373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 

Northwest  18ft.  Tiller  with  2  extra  belts 
added  and  Row  Markers  and  Row  Shapers; 
Cameco  Dump  Cart  converted  to  Dipping 
Vat  for  Billet  Seed  Cane;  JD  630  22ft.  Disc 
Harrow;  Cameco  3-row  Hydraulic 
Shaver;  Bigham  Bros.  Covering  Tool  with 
Gandy  Boxes;  3-row  Shopmade  Opening 
Tool;  2-6000  Gal.  Fuel  Tanks;  3-row 
Shopmade  Roller  Packer;  500  Gallon  3 
Point  Hitch  Tank  with  Pump  Gauges  and 
3-row  Cane  Boom;  Broussard  Planter  Aid. 
Call  Melvin  Reed  at  (318)  346-4388  or  Pete 
Hales  at  (318)  346-4836. 
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CLASSIFIEDS    -    FOR    SALE 


Rotobec  Grab  -  $8,500;  1973  Broussard 
Self  Propelled  Cane  Loader  -  $8,500;  3- 
row  Thompson  Heavy  Duty  Cultivator 

with  off  bar  attachment  -  $7,500;  3-row 
Thompson  Light  Weight  Cultivator  with 
off  bar  attachment  -  $5,000;  3-row  Prime 
Heavy  Duty  with  off  bar  attachments  - 
$6,500;  4-row  Thompson  Cultivator  - 
$6,500;  8-row  JD  Flex  Hipper  -  $2,500; 
Holding  basket  for  billet  cane  with 
hydraulic  wheels  -  $8,000.  Call.  Paul 
Schexnayder  Farms  at  (225)  638-3002. 

(2)  7-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane  Carts  - 
$12,000  each;  (4)  10-ton  Hydraulic  Hi- 
dump  Cane  Carts  -  $16,000  each;  Call 
(318)876-3477. 

Case  7120  Tractor,  2-wheel  drive  with  dual, 
5,500  hours  -  $17,500;  Case  7110  2-wheel 
drive  Tractor  with  4  post  cab,  5,600  hours  - 
$12,500;  JD  6400  Mudder  Tractor,  2,700 
hours  -$18,000.  Call  Renee  Simon  at  (337) 
373-4977  (pager)  or  (337)  367-0258 
(home). 

For  sale  or  trade,  several  large  type 
planter  aids,  well  built,  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, field  ready.  L.  Crawford,  Jeanerette 
Cell  phone  (337)  519-5600,  house  (337) 
276-7138. 

JD  4850  MFWD,  cab  &  air,  6,000  hrs.  front 
weights,  duals  quick  hitch,  trans  overhauled 
in  1997  -  $25,000.  Call  Mark  or  Gerald 
Naquin  at  (504)  526-4249. 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


1994  JD  7800  Cab/Air  -  4,000  hrs.  - 
$43,000;  1980  Thompson  Single  Row  - 

Runs,  needs  work  -  make  offer.  Looking 
for  old  single-row  sub  soiler.  Call  Golden 
Ranch  Plantation  (504)  532-5221 . 

1996  Cameco  Loader  SP1800  4WD;  (4) 
Tandum  Bayou  Service;  Direct  Haul  Chain 
Net  Wagons;  1972  Thompson  Single-row 
Harvester;  Husky  Transloader.  Call  Joe 
Michel  at  (504)  526-8891. 

1998  Cameco  Combine  Harvester;  Model 
CHT  2500;  (4)  1998  Cameco  Dump 
Wagons  -  8  tons.  Call  (504)  447-4023. 

1992  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

cab  &  air  with  extended  gate  and  front  end 
to  accommodate  4-rows  in  one,  gathering 
arms  have  been  extended.  Front  wheel 
pull.  Excellent  Condition  -  $42,000.  Call 
(337)  276-4547  office,  (337)  276-4778 
home,  or  (337)  276-7070  shop. 

Broussard  Single-row  Cane  Cutter,  JD 

engine,  sunstran  hyd.,  $20,000  or  will  trade 
for  tractor.  Call  (337)  229-8409. 


The  American  Sugar  Cane 
League  would  like  to  welcome 
its  newest  commercial 
members: 

Broussard 
Cane  Equipment,  LLC 

The  Cottonport  Dank 
Washington  State  Bank 
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COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 

P.  O.  Box  2869,  Parks,  LA  70582 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 

P.  O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  TX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  407  Briarwood  Dr.,  Suite  205-C 
Jackson,  MS  39206 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 
P.  O.  Box  80978,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-0978 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  367,  Cottonport,  LA  71327 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

458  McCown  Rd.,  Welsh,  LA  70591 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thiboduax,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp  and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Material  Resources,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  1183,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M  &  L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

P.  O.  Box  626,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765-0626 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.  O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Regions  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 
P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rohm  &  Haas 

503  S.  Michot  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

Southern  Agribusiness  Associates 

120  Southpointe  Dr.,  Suite  B,  Jackson,  MS  39212 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Viking  Trailers 

803  W.  Seale  St.,  Nacagdoches,  TX  75964 

Washington  State  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  128,  Washington,  LA  70589 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

125  Kirkwood  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


The  Sugar  Bulletin 
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INTRODUCING!!! 


SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 

•  Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs) 

•  48  ft.  x  102  in.  (Two  23  ft.  baskets) 

•  Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

•  3056  cu.  ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

•  Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

•  Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 


Distributed  by: 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 

1-800-542-9940 


803  W.  Seale  Street     Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
1-800-562-0730 


***  ORDER  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  2000  AND  SAVE  MONEY!!!! 


j*** 


THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CL 


CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting  \\   Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 


Donaldsonvilie  Thibedaux 

(225)  473-7927  (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    L 

Case  Credit  ■  CASE  CREDI1 

financing 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE    LEAGUE 


By  Charlie  Meloncon 


The  following  article  represents  another  area 
under  which  our  industry  is  facing  a  frontal 
attack.  Ironically,  the  " attack"  comes  from  our 
own  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  in  the  form 
of  non-scientific  based  rules,  regulations,  and 
dictums  that  would  have  the  consuming  public 
believe  that  an  "all "  natural  product  is  the  cause 
of  obesity  rather  than  overeating  and  lack  of 
exercise.  Our  industry  and  The  Sugar 
Association  have  always  said  that  "moderation  " 
in  consumption  of  any  commodity  is  the  correct 
message.  However,  to  say  that  sugar  is  "all" 
bad  is  a  blatant  disregard  for  the  scientific  facts 
on  sugar  by  USD  A  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Health. 

Dr.  Richard  Keelor  is  the  President  and  CEO 
of  The  Sugar  Association  based  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  The  Sugar  Association  is  the  organization 
which  promotes  the  health  aspects  of  sugar 
nationally,  based  on  sound  science,  for  our 
industry.  I  asked  Dr.  Keelor  to  give  us  an 
overview  of  what  is  going  on  in  Washington  as 
it  regards  this  issue  and  the  attack  on  the  other 
front. 


USDA  and  the  Sugar  Guideline: 
Part  of  the  "Master  Plan" 

By  Richard  Keelor,  Ph.D. 
President  and  CEO,  The  Sugar  Association 

Over  the  past  year,  The  Sugar  Association 
has  focused  its  efforts  on  deflecting  the  blame 
for  America's  obesity  crisis  away  from  sugar, 
wrongly  maligned  as  a  leading  source  of 
overweight  and  poor  nutrition  by  fad  diet  books, 
activist  groups,  and  segments  of  the  federal 
government.  These  groups  share  an  agenda  to 
reduce  consumption  of  sugar.  They  have  a  plan 
with  economic,  regulatory  and  legislative 
components.  The  Sugar  Association  has  taken 
steps  to  counter  this  plan  while  also  endeavoring 
to  return  attention  to  the  real  culprit:  record 
levels  of  physical  inactivity  by  the  majority  of 
Americans. 


Lifestyle  Can  be  a  Killer 

Modern  society  is  thriving  in  a  time  unlike 
any  other  in  history,  and  we  have  reaped  great 
benefits  from  vast  new  technology.  There  is, 
however,  a  darker  side.  The  miracles  of  modern 
technology  have  drastically  decreased  the 
amount  of  energy  we  expend  in  daily  tasks. 
Tractors  and  mechanical  tools  have  replaced 
animal  power  and  hand  tools.  With  an 
automobile,  we  can  travel  immense  distances 
without  any  physical  labor.  We  can  even  send 
information  to  a  colleague  just  down  the  hall  or 
around  the  world  with  one  stroke  on  the 
keyboard.  Add  to  this  America's  success  as  an 
agricultural  nation.  Food  has  never  been  more 
abundant,  tasty  or  inexpensive.  Today's  busy 
Americans  are  eating  out  more  than  ever  before 
and  downing  huge  portions.  The  trend  is  to  order 
a  super-size  meal  in  the  drive-through  of  a  fast 
food  restaurant  on  our  lunch  break  from  a 
sedentary  desk  job. 

What  is  the  result  of  these  changes?  Today, 
more  than  half  of  American  adults  are 
overweight  when  measured  by  body  mass  index. 
Obesity  kills  300,000  people  each  year  and  costs 
293  billion  dollars  annually.  Obituaries  rarely 
read  death  by  obesity.  Rather,  the  chronic 
diseases  caused  by  obesity  read  like  a  who's  who 
list  of  the  scariest  killers  of  our  time:  cancer, 
cardiac  disease,  cerebral  vascular  accidents, 
diabetes,  hypertension  and  more.  Dr.  George 
Blackburn,  chair  of  Nutrition  Medicine  at 
Harvard  Medical  School,  called  obesity  the 
disease  of  diseases.  And  note  his  department: 
nutrition  medicine.  You  see,  food  is  no  longer 
considered  sustenance,  it  has  become  medicine. 

Food  as  Medicine 

How  did  food  become  medicine  and  why 
should  the  sugar  industry  be  concerned?  The 
answer  is  simple.  Sugar  has  been  decreed  "bad 
medicine."  Food  has  become  medicine  because 
the  nature  of  disease,  the  agents  of  disease  have 
changed.  Diseases  caused  by  lack  of  sanitation 
were  irradicated  with  developments  in  hygiene 


and  improved  sewage  and  waste  management 
infrastructure  in  our  cities  and  town.  The 
development  of  vaccines  has  eliminated  the 
threat  of  most  infectious  diseases.  Today,  our 
killer  diseases  are  caused  by  the  habits  and 
structure  of  our  lifestyles.  We  eat  plentifully  and 
we  exercise  too  little.  However,  the  law  of 
thermodynamics  cannot  be  thwarted.  Calories 
ingested  must  be  balanced  by  calories  expended. 
When  we  have  a  surplus  of  calories  in,  the  only 
possible  result  is  weight  gain.  The  source  of  the 
calories  is  irrelevant. 

In  their  search  for  a  cure  to  the  obesity 
epidemic,  the  federal  government,  which 
directed  our  nation  through  the  health  crises  of 
poor  sanitation  and  infectious  disease,  has  sadly 
chosen  to  ignore  one  half  of  the  problem  and 
focus  their  energies  on  the  food  side  of  the 
equation.  In  so  doing,  they  are  creating  a 
hierarchy  of  'good'  and  'bad'  foods. 

Assessing  federal  nutrition  databases  reveals 
that  total  daily  caloric  intake  has  risen  about  300 
calories  over  the  past  100  years.  According  to 
data  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  the 
percentage  of  calories  from  protein  has  remained 
constant  and  percent  of  calories  form 
carbohydrate  has  dropped.  Total  fat  calories  have 
continued  to  rise.  However,  even  this  increase 
cannot  account  for  the  fattening  of  America.  The 
ignored  variable  in  the  energy  equation  is  the 
gross  reduction  of  energy  expended. 

Despite  the  clear  evidence  of  the  food 
databases  that  sugar  intake  is  not  driving  the 
obesity  crisis,  nutrition  policymakers  continue 
to  see  sugar  as  a  target.  Because  sugar's  primary 
role  is  to  provide  pure  energy  and  flavor  with 
no  additional  nutrient  content,  reducing  sugar 
consumption  is  seen  as  an  easy  way  to  eliminate 
'extra'  calories.  This  is  clearly  the  goal  of 
proposed  changes  to  the  Dietary  Guidelines  for 
Americans. 

The  proposed  Guidelines  call  for  Americans 
to  "Choose  food  and  beverages  to  limit  intake 
of  sugars,"  far  more  stringent  than  the  previous 
advice  to  consume  sugar  in  moderation.  In 
addition,  despite  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration's  acknowledgement  that 
naturally  occurring  sugars  and  sugars  added  to 
foods  during  processing  are  metabolically 
equivalent,  the  Guidelines  Advisory  Committee 


has  chosen  to  include  a  list  of  foods  high  in  added 
sugar.  To  identify  foods  high  in  added  sugar 
directly  contradicts  the  FDA's  ruling  and  implies 
that  those  foods  are  less  healthful  and 
nutritionally  suspect.  The  Committee  has  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  meaningful  nutrition 
guidance  should  encourage  evaluation  of  the 
total  nutrient  profile  of  a  food,  not  just  one 
ingredient. 

The  Guidelines  Committee  also  attempted  to 
demonstrate  that  sugar  displaces  other  essential 
nutrients  in  the  diets,  especially  among  children 
and  teens.  The  Sugar  Association  sponsored 
research  at  Georgetown  University,  using  the 
government's  own  data,  that  clearly  disproved 
this  idea. 

At  the  same  time  that  they  are  creating  a 
stricter  sugar  message,  the  Guidelines 
Committee  has  softened  the  advice  to  eat  a  low 
fat  diet  and  now  advise  a  diet  moderate  in  total 
fat.  This  switch  flies  in  the  face  of  both  science 
and  common  sense.  Fat  contains  twice  as  many 
calories  per  gram  as  sugar,  which  means  less 
food  can  be  eaten  for  the  same  number  of 
calories.  In  addition,  fat  has  been  clearly  linked 
to  a  number  of  chronic  diseases.  A  recent 
exhaustive  evaluation  of  the  medical  literature 
by  the  World  Health  Organization  cleared  sugar 
from  any  such  links.  This  is  the  same  conclusion 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  reached  in 
1986  in  their  Evaluation  of  the  Health  Aspects 
of  Sugars  Contained  in  Nutritive  Sweeteners," 
a  comprehensive  review  of  over  1000  scientific 
papers.  The  Guideline  Advisory  Committee's 
reversal  of  the  fat  and  sugar  messages  also  lends 
credence  to  myths  propounded  by  so  many  fad 
diets  books  today:  It's  not  fat  that  makes  us  fat, 
it's  sugar.  This  will  create  an  even  wider 
credibility  gap  with  consumers,  who  are  already 
confused  by  a  contradictory  deluge  of  nutrition 
advice. 

The  group  knows  it  is  using  suspect  data  to 
achieve  an  end  in  which  they  believe.  The 
Committee's  chairman  cautioned  his  committee 
members  and  questioned  whether  basing  the 
sugar  guideline  on  less  than  substantial  evidence 
would  discredit  the  other  guidelines.  The 
chairman  also  publicly  acknowledged  that  the 
federal  carbohydrate  databases  on  which  the 
committee  was  basing  their  decisions  lack  the 


quality  required  to  establish  comprehensive 
dietary  guidance.  And  yet,  despite  testimony  to 
the  contrary  from  The  Sugar  Association  and 
myriad  health  experts,  the  Committee  advises 
limiting  sugar  intake. 

Will  the  nutrition  advice  created  by  a  group 
of  academics  have  real-world  impact  on  the 
sugar  industry?  The  Dietary  Guidelines  for 
Americans  are  mandated  by  law  to  be  revised 
every  five  years  and  based  on  the 
"preponderance  of  scientific  and  medical 
knowledge  current  at  the  time."  Their  goal  is  to 
provide  nutrition  guideposts  to  consumers  and 
serve  as  the  foundation  of  all  federal  nutrition 
policy.  As  such,  the  Guidelines  directly  affect 
the  53  million  people  who  participate  in 
government  feeding  programs:  the  school  lunch 
program,  the  school  breakfast  program,  food 
stamps  and  the  special  supplemental  program 
for  Women,  Infants  and  Children,  known  as 
WIC.  The  Guidelines  also  are  used  widely  as  a 
tool  by  educators,  nutritionists,  and  health 
professionals  when  advising  consumers  about 
nutrition. 

Using  Economics  to  Promote  Health 

Nutrition  recommendations  are  not  the  only 
avenue  being  explored  by  the  government  as  a 
way  to  encourage  healthier  eating  habits.  An 
Orwellian  report  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture's  Economic  Research  Service  spells 
out  in  detail  how  "the  change  in  food 
consumption  needed  to  meet  Food  Guide 
Pyramid  recommendations  will  result  in 
adjustments  in  U.S.  agricultural  production, 
trade,  nonfood  uses  and  prices."  The  report, 
"Moving  Toward  the  Food  Guide  Pyramid: 
Implications  for  U.S.  Agriculture,"  recommends 
a  60  percent  or  4.5  million  ton  reduction  in 
domestic  sugar  output.  The  report  figures  sugar 
beets  acreage  would  decline  by  1 . 1  million  acres, 
with  a  corresponding  0.7  million  acre  reduction 
for  sugar  cane.  The  report  notes  that  sugar  beet 
farmers  could  switch  to  production  of  dried 
beans,  peas  and  lentils  and  dark-green 
vegetables. 

Leaving  aside  the  issue  that  the  Pyramid  was 
developed  only  to  be  a  visual  representation  of 
the  Dietary  Guidelines  and,  as  such,  has  never 
undergone  rigorous  scrutiny  or  medical  review 


by  nutrition  or  health  scientists,  it  is  gargantuan 
hubris  to  think  that  food  consumption  can  be 
directed  by  controlling  which  crops  are  produced 
and  in  what  quantity.  The  report  promotes  the 
idea  that  the  government  must  make  drastic 
interventions  to  promote  health  and  that  only 
such  extreme  measures  will  influence  consumers 
to  follow  the  government's  advice. 

However,  the  Government  is  not  alone  in 
firing  on  the  sugar  industry.  Activist  and  special 
interest  groups  are  taking  their  share  of  shots. 
At  a  late  fall  conference  on  obesity,  Morgan 
Downey,  head  of  the  American  Obesity 
Association,  asked,  "Why  should  the  federal 
government  be  engaged  in  subsidizing  and 
promoting  a  product  that  directly  or  indirectly 
contributes  to  a  national  epidemic  that  kills 
300,000  Americans,  many  of  them  kids  and 
minorities,  and  costs  the  public  $293  billion 
annually?"  Consumer  gadfly  Ralph  Nader  has 
joined  the  bandwagon,  asking  Congress  to  repeal 
laws  allowing  tax  deductions  for  advertising.  In 
a  letter  to  Congress  Nader  equated  television 
ads  for  snack  foods  with  ads  for  tobacco,  alcohol, 
and  violent  entertainment.  The  Center  for 
Science  in  the  Public  Interest  has  generated  great 
support  among  some  scientists  and  federal 
agencies  for  its  petition  that  food  labels  list  added 
sugar,  making  it  easy  for  consumers  to  believe 
they  are  somehow  making  healthier  choices  by 
not  choosing  sugar-sweetened  foods.  The  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  has  put  the  petition  on 
a  fast  track. 

Leading  Efforts  to  Promote  Cure 

The  Sugar  Association  believes  that  defense 
against  such  an  orchestrated  campaign  must  have 
two  components:  an  immediate  defense  against 
misinformation  and  regulatory  strictures  and  a 
proactive  offense  where  the  food  industry  leads 
the  way  to  a  solution.  Defensively,  we've 
responded  to  every  attack  put  forth  by  USDA. 
Throughout  the  dietary  guidelines  process,  we 
submitted  oral  and  written  comments,  provided 
information,  and  funded  studies  clearly  showing 
that  sugar  consumption  has  no  negative  effects 
on  the  nutritional  quality  of  the  diet.  When  these 
efforts  met  resistance,  we  gathered  a  coalition 
representing  all  segments  of  the  sugar  industry 
and  some  of  our  biggest  customers,  including 


the  dairy  industry  and  confectionery  industry. 
We  met  with  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Daniel 
Glickman  to  present  our  concerns  about  the 
disregard  for  science  demonstrated  by  the 
Guidelines  Committee  and  by  the  Economic 
Research  Service  report. 

To  counteract  anti-sugar  public  education 
efforts  of  the  activist  groups,  The  Sugar 
Association  began  a  series  of  media  roundtable 
events  where  the  country's  leading  health  and 
fitness  experts  are  available  to  top  editors  of 
consumer  magazines.  These  experts  substantiate 
our  message  that  sugar  is  a  pure,  natural,  healthy 
pleasure  and  entirely  consistent  with  an  active 
lifestyle. 

Taking  the  offense,  The  Sugar  Association  is 
backing  up  its  message  with  action.  Through 
sponsoring  and  conducting  physical  activity 
advocacy  workshops,  we  are  empowering  others 
to  help  change  the  environment  and  balance  the 
energy  equation.  And  we're  getting  high  marks. 
Workshop  participants  from  the  federal  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention  lauded  our 
efforts  and  left  with  new  skills  they  can  apply 
from  within  to  return  the  government's  focus  to 
setting  up  programs  encouraging  physical 


activity  for  health's  sake. 

The  Sugar  Association  plans  to  continue  this 
offensive  in  the  new  millennium  with  directed 
intensity.  We  will  sponsor  a  Physical  Activity 
Summit  2000,  partnering  the  food  and  beverage 
industry  with  the  core  group  of  physical 
educators  who  have  been  on  the  front  lines  of 
the  battle  against  obesity.  Together  we  will 
educate  the  government  and  consumers  alike  that 
all  calories  are  created  equal  and  that  no  one  food 
bears  the  responsibility  for  the  fattening  of 
America.  We  will  encourage  physical  activity 
programs  in  schools  so  future  generations  will 
grow  up  secure  in  the  knowledge  that  physical 
activity  is  energizing  and  fun  and  creates  a 
strong,  healthy  body  in  which  all  foods  can  have 
a  place. 

Until  the  food  and  beverage  industry  takes 
the  high  road  and  works  together  on  this  issue, 
we  are  perfect  targets.  The  question  is  not 
whether  we  can  afford  to  take  this  initiative.  The 
question  is  how  can  we  not  engage  in  a  campaign 
that  directly  addresses  the  obesity  problem  at 
its  roots,  helping  to  create  a  vibrant  and  dynamic 
America  in  the  future. 


Ask  your  Land  Bank 
Association  about . . . 
financing  to  buy  land  or 
improve  your  farm. 


Most  Louisiana  farmers  today  are  looking  at  ways  to  increase  their 
productivity  . . .  buy  or  improve  land  . . .  build  new  facilities. 

Whatever  specific  needs  you  have,  your  Land  Bank  Association 

can  provide  long-term  credit  to  help. 

If  you've  got  plans  that  need  financing,  see  the  people  at  the  Land 
Bank  Association  to  discuss  our  various  loan  options. 


LAND  BANK 

<y?33ociotio/i 


Louisiana  Federal 
Land  Bank  Association 


Opelousas 
(337)  942-1461 


Port  Allen 
(225)  344-2691 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
LENDER 


*$"  "CUTTING  EDGE"  WITH  QUALITY! 


HIGHWAY  CANE 
TRAILERS 


I      '* 


Also  Available: 

QUARTER  DRAIN 
CLEANERS 

DIRECT  HAUL  WAGONS 

3  ROW  CULTIVATORS 


CANE 
PLANTER 


Get  greater  efficiency  with 

"QUALITY'S  PROVEN 

PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY" 


walUif 


Give  us  a  call! 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street  •  P.O.  Box  406  •Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 


PROWL 

3.3  EC  herbicide 


FALLOW  GROUND  PROGRAM: 

-  After  cultivation  and  beds  have  been  formed, 
apply  Prowl  3qts/acre  plus  Atrazine  or  Sencor/ 
Lexone. 

-  Sugarcane  beds  should  be  free  of  trash  or  clods 
at  the  time  of  application. 

-  A  shallow  incorporation  (1-2  inches)  with  a 
Lilliston-type-Lely  Roterra  set  to  cut  2  or  3 
inches  deep  is  recommended. 

-  A  minimum  interval  of  60  days  between 
Prowl  3.3EC  application  and  planting  of 
sugarcane  is  required. 

-  Before  planting  apply  glyphosate  (Roundup 
Ultra)  or  sulfosate  (Touchdown  5)  to  eliminate 
any  weed  escapes. 


USD  A,  Houma,  LA,  Dr.  Ed  Richard 
1999  Fallow  ground  plot 


No 

preemergence 

herbicide- 

1st    "* 
application 
of  Roundup 


Excellent 

weed 

control 

with  some 

nutsedge 

escapes 


PROWL  3qts7Acre  + 
Atrazine  3lbs./Acre 


USD  A,  Houma,  LA,  Dr.  Ed  Richard 
1999  Fallow  ground  plot 


Untreated 
.   Check 


Excellent 
weed 
control 
.including 
^nutsedge 
with 
Bermuda- 
grass 
suppression 


PROWL  3qts./Acre  + 
Lexone  1 .5lbs./Acre 


Benefits  of  using  Residual  Herbicides 
in  your  Fallow  Ground  program: 

•  Saves  trips  across  the  field  (Diesel  &  Labor) 

•  Can  reduce  the  rate  of  Roundup  Ultra  or  Touchdown  5 
needed  before  planting 

•  Maintains  moisture  in  row  from  not  cultivating 

•  Conserves  Nitrogen  in  the  soil 

•  Possible  better  plant  cane  stands 

•  Helps  eliminate  Itchgrass  seed  from  being  produced 

•  Better  weed  control  program  in  wet  weather 

•  Stops  seedling  Johnsongrass  from  forming  Rhizomes 
which  takes  only  3  weeks. 


The  combination  of  preemergence  and  postemergence  p 

herbicides  will  increase  the  control  of  johnsongrass,  p 

itchgrass,  browntop  panicum,  other  weeds  and  p 

suppress  bermudagrass  by  not  allowing  root  systems  % 

to  establish,  killing  rhizomes,  and  reducing  weed  seed  p 

reserves  in  the  field.  p 


For  questions  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert  (225)  927-9331  or  Ann  Thompson  (337)  989-4277 

*  always  read  and  follow  label  directions 

*  Prowl  is  a  registered  trademark  of  American  Cyanamid 

*  Sencore  is  a  registrered  trademark  of  Bayer  Corp. 

*  Lexone  is  a  registered  trademark  of  DuPont 

*  AAtrax  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Novartis  Crop  Production,  Inc.,  Ag  Products 

*  Roundup  Ultra  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Monsanto  Company 

*  Touchdown  5  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Zeneca  Ag  Products 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


By  Don  Wallace 


Morch  WA5DE  Calculates  Higher  Throughput 


The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  has  released  its  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand 
Estimates  (WASDE)  for  March,  increasing  its 
projections  for  domestic  production,  and  raising 
its  estimated  stocks-to-use  ratio.  Expected 
domestic  production  is  up  115,000  short  tons, 
raw  value,  to  a  total  of  9.028  million  tons. 
Estimates  of  high-tier  duty  imports  from  Mexico 
are  also  slightly  higher.  The  resulting  stocks-to- 
use  ratio  is  18.7%. 

Higher  than  expected  sugar  content  for  the 
1999  beet  crop  accounts  for  most  of  the  increase 
in  projected  output.  Beet  production  for  the 
current  year  is  now  expected  to  reach  4.9  million 
tons,  up  100,000  tons  from  last  month's  estimate. 
A  15,000  ton  increase  in  cane  production  is 
attributed  to  higher  sugar  content  in  Florida's 
crop.  Overall,  cane  production  should  reach 
4.128  million  tons.  Louisiana  output  is  still 
expected  to  be  1.68  million  tons. 

Imports  at  the  high-tier  tariff  from  Mexico 
are  up  3,000  tons.  These  imports  are  brought 
into  the  United  States  outside  of  the  tariff-rate 
quota  (TRQ).  Estimates  of  TRQ  imports  for  last 
year  are  increased  by  4,000  tons  due  to  U.S. 
Customs  adjustments.  The  TRQ  shortfall  is  now 
calculated  to  be  55,483  tons. 

Estimates  of  domestic  deliveries  are 
unchanged  at  10.250  million  tons. 

Congress  Considers  Supplemental  Spending 
Bill 

The  House  Appropriations  Committee  has 
approved  an  $8.6  billion  supplemental 
appropriations  package  to  assist  flood  victims 
in  North  Carolina  and  fund  military  operations 


in  Kosovo,  among  other  things.  The  Senate 
Appropriations  Committee  is  expected  to 
consider  a  similar  bill  in  late  March. 

Passage  of  the  spending  package  may  be 
delayed,  unless  legislators  are  able  to  reach 
agreement  over  a  debate  concerning  offsets.  The 
House  Budget  Committee  recently  adopted  an 
amendment  to  the  FY  2001  budget  resolution 
that  would  effectively  require  the  bulk  of  the 
funds  spent  in  the  supplemental  bill  to  be  offset 
by  cuts  in  funding  not  yet  spent  for  other 
government  programs.  Since  the  federal 
government  is  half  way  through  its  fiscal  year, 
offsets  of  this  magnitude  to  existing  programs 
would  be  very  difficult. 

Frazier  Assumes  Post  as  Top  Agriculture 
Negotiator 

Greg  Frazier,  a  close  aide  to  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  Dan  Glickman,  will  become  the  new 
special  negotiator  for  agriculture  at  the  U.S. 
Trade  Representative's  office,  succeeding  Peter 
Scher,  according  to  a  recent  news  release. 
Frazier's  move  comes  just  as  the  Clinton 
Administration  steps  up  its  fight  for  permanent 
normal  trade  relations  with  China,  an  issue 
considered  to  be  a  high  priority  for  domestic 
commodities. 

Frazier  leaves  Glickman's  staff  after  almost 
23  years,  serving  as  a  trusted  advisor  in  a  variety 
of  positions,  both  during  Glickman's  tenure  at 
USDA  and  on  Capitol  Hill  as  a  congressman 
from  Kansas.  Frazier  has  served  as  USDA  Chief 
of  Staff  since  1995,  when  Glickman  moved  over 
to  succeed  former  Agriculture  Secretary  Mike 
Espy.  Before  that,  Frazier  worked  for  Glickman 
as  an  aide  on  the  House  Agriculture  Committee. 
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He  will  begin  work  in  his  new  position  in  April. 

Review  of  Dietary  Guidelines  Continues 

The  USDA  and  U.S.  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services  held  a  hearing  recently  in 
Washington,  D.C.  to  consider  views  regarding 
the  "Report  of  the  Dietary  Guidelines  Advisory 
Committee  on  the  Dietary  Guidelines  for 
Americans,  2000."  Representatives  from  a 
diverse  list  of  public  and  private  interests 
participated  to  air  their  concerns  on  several 
issues  raised  by  the  Dietary  Guidelines  Report, 
including  speakers  from  the  Sugar  Association, 
American  Sugarbeet  Growers  Association,  and 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

The  Dietary  Guidelines  Report  proposes  to 
change  the  government's  existing  Guidelines  in 
many  important  respects,  particularly  regarding 
sugar  consumption.  Specifically,  the  Report 
would  revise  the  current  recommendation  of 
choosing  a  diet  moderate  in  sugars  to  a 
recommendation  of  choosing  "beverages  and 
foods  that  limit  [one's]  intake  of  sugars."  Critics 
charge  that  the  proposed  revisions  are  based  on 
faulty  presumptions  that  sugar  intake  is 
associated  with  obesity.  Speakers  at  the  hearing 
pointed  out  the  lack  of  scientific  evidence 
supporting  such  a  link. 

Dean  Gravois,  of  Vacherie,  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  League,  describing  the  disastrous 


condition  of  the  domestic  sugar  market,  and 
warning  of  the  danger  of  blindly  setting  policy 
affecting  an  important  commodity  without  a  firm 
foundation  in  sound  science. 

Gravois  Testifies  At  House  Agriculture 
Committee  Hearing 

Dean  Gravois  also  traveled  to  Memphis, 
Tennessee  to  testify  before  a  field  hearing  of  the 
House  Agriculture  Committee.  The  hearing  was 
convened  as  part  of  a  series  of  field  hearings  held 
throughout  the  country  and  aimed  at  receiving  a 
wide  range  of  opinions  on  how  to  solve  the 
current  crisis  facing  farmers  and  domestic  farm 
policy. 

Gravois  focused  his  remarks  on  the  need  to 
resolve  both  short-term,  domestic  farm  policy 
problems  and  long-term  import  policy  problems. 
He  argued  that  non-TRQ  imports  of  high-tier 
sugar  from  Mexico  and  of  quota-circumventing 
"stuffed  molasses,"  coupled  with  difficulties 
surrounding  management  of  the  TRQ,  have 
contributed  to  market  imbalances,  which,  in  turn, 
have  seriously  undermined  the  domestic  sugar 
market.  To  repair  the  sugar  program,  Gravois 
suggested,  it  will  be  necessary  to  shore  up  these 
leaks  in  our  import  regime  and  to  address  certain 
shortcomings  in  the  sugar  provisions  of  the  1996 
farm  bill. 


PSW  P-30 

The  New  Reliable  The  Old  Reliable 

Why  was  the  PSW  developed?  To  fill  a  market  need  for  a  leveler  with  many  of  the  P-30's  features,  at  a  lower  cost 

Both  Levelers: 

a  12'  frame,  with  leveling  adjustments  per 
blade 

6.  pull  straight,  in  transport  and  in  the  field 

7.  have  both  moldboard-and  cutting  edge, 
creating  a  greater  capacity  for  carrying  dirt, 

PURDY  MANUFACTURING 

Randy  Purdy  •  Ph./Fax  870-946-3503  •  E-mail:  purdy@futura.net  •  Web  site:  purdymfg.com 


1 .  have  depth-control  stops 

2.  have  high  arches,  for  strength 

3.  have  wide  wheel  bases,  for  stability 

4.  have  wide  cuts. 

5.  have  steep-pitched,  pivoting  blades  on 


8.  are  very  heavily  braced.  Our  products 
are  intended  to  last. 

9.  are  owner  friendly,  easily  maintained. 

"The  best  does  not  cost  more. " 
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The  Bank  of  Commerce 

32460  Bowie  Street 
White  Castle,  Louisiana  70788 

Phone:  (225)  545-3656  /  Fax:  (225)  545-3911 
E-Mail:  bkcom@bellsouth.net 
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•  Specializing  in  sugar  cane  crop  and  equipment  loans 

•  Locally  owned  and  operated  full  service  bank 

•  Competitive  rates  with  low  closing  costs 

•  Personal  service  with  on  site  approval  process 

•  Cash  flow  projections,  budget  analysis  and  comparative  analysis 


Come  and  visit  our  staff  of  friendly  professionals 


Today1. 


i 


FDIC  Insured 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
LENDER 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


Cane  Contractors 

is  replacing  equipment. 

Late  model  JD  7410,  Case  MX120, 

Austoft  combines,  and  Broussard 

High  Dump  wagons  for  sale. 

337-845-5080 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


^ 

AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT.  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)561-7844 
FAX:  (941)  561-7855 

CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404     USA 

www.casecorp.com 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 


For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 
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FARM    NOTES 


By  Charley  Riahard 


Unusual  Weather  -  Gillian  Eggleston  -  Crop  Report 


Everyone  realizes  that  the  weather  over  the 
past  year  has  been  somewhat  unusual, 
with  milder  than  normal  winters  and  drier 
than  normal  seasons.  However,  few  might 
realize  that  the  prediction  for  the  upcoming 
spring  and  summer  are  for  the  drought  and  hot 
conditions  to  continue.  The  weather  service  data 
indicates  that  February  was  the  driest  on  record 
in  over  100  years.  There  have  now  been  eight 
consecutive  months,  and  eleven  of  the  last 
thirteen  months,  with  below  normal  rainfall  in 
Louisiana. 

While  southeast  Louisiana  may  not  be  in  the 
worst  shape  of  the  southern  states,  these 
predictions  are  certainly  a  factor  which  sugarcane 
farmers  should  be  aware.  In  1998,  summer 
droughts  hurt  cane  tonnage  in  many  areas  of  the 
belt.  Late  growth  added  tonnage  but  caused  an 
unusually  low  sugar  content  due  to  the  excessive 
cane  growth  when  rains  finally  fell.  Last  year, 
while  the  summer  drought  was  not  as  severe  as 
in  1998,  the  year  saw  drier  than  normal 
conditions.  Dry  springs  and  dry  harvest  seasons 
are  generally  good  for  sugarcane  production  in 
Louisiana;  however,  we  all  know  that  a  dry 
summer  can  be  devastating.  Dry  weather  can 
also  interfere  with  the  effectiveness  of  herbicides. 
While  it  is  very  difficult  and  expensive  to 
irrigate  land  that  is  set  up  for  effective  drainage, 
a  few  growers  have  some  capability  to  put  water 
onto  their  fields.  Research  to  date  has  never 
shown  a  significant  benefit  from  irrigating; 
however,  some  growers  who  have  put  water  on 
their  fields  feel  comfortable  that  they  gained  from 
the  practice.  For  those  growers  who  have  the 
opportunity  to  conduct  some  irrigation,  it  may 
be  good  to  consider,  at  least  for  seed  cane 


purposes.  With  a  low  price  for  sugar,  most 
growers  cannot  afford  to  make  any  large 
equipment  purchases,  especially  equipment  that 
has  such  a  limited  opportunity  for  payback. 
However,  those  growers  who  have  already 
purchased  irrigation  equipment  may  have  the 
opportunity  to  utilize  it,  assuming  that  the  long 
range  predictions  of  the  weather  service  are  more 
accurate  than  some  of  the  daily  forecasts  of  local 
weathermen! 

GILLIAN  EGGLESTON 

This  past  month,  Gillian  Eggleston  was 
awarded  the  USDA's  Early  Career  Scientist 
Award  for  this  region.  Probably  few  growers 
and  only  a  handful  of  processors  have  become 
acquainted  with  Gillian,  but  as  an  upcoming 
scientist  in  the  sugar  industry  she  will  become 
much  better  known  in  future  years.  For  the  last 
few  years  she  has  been  working  on  liming 
techniques  in  the  factory  as  well  as  deterioration 
in  cane  juice.  She  has  been  funded  through  the 
League's  Dedicated  Research  Committee  and  is 
stationed  at  the  USDA  Southern  Regional 
Research  Center  (SRRC)  facility  in  New 
Orleans.  She  has  presented  papers  at  the 
American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane  Technologists 
meetings  in  Baton  Rouge  and  in  Florida.  Gillian 
has  been  at  the  SRRC  for  five  years  and  has 
successfully  carried  out  a  program  on  evaluation 
of  degradation  reactions  of  sucrose  including 
effects  of  heat,  pH,  and  presence  of  salts  on  the 
degradation  rate  and  product  formation.  She  has 
worked  alongside  other  scientists  to  collect 
samples  from  both  fields  and  factories  to  gather 
material  for  her  research. 

Her  work  has  included  characterizing  the 
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purity,  color,  and  by-product  formation  as  well 
as  conducting  laboratory  model  studies  and 
improving  the  application  of  high-performance 
anion-exchange  chromatography  with 
amperometric  detection  for  the  analysis  of 
sucrose  and  other  saccharides  encountered  in  the 
sugar  manufacturing  process.  Both  the  beet  and 
cane  sugar  industries  have  been  very  interested 
in  her  work  and  she  has  received  numerous  offers 
for  cooperative  projects. 

Before  coming  to  the  center,  Gillian  held 
positions  at  the  University  of  Missouri, 
Columbia,  where  she  conducted  research  on 
characterization  of  extra  cellular  polysaccharides 
from  Bradyrhizobium  japonicum  and  the 
International  Institute  of  Tropical  Agriculture, 
Nigeria,  West  Africa  where  her  interests  were 
development  of  new  food  products  from  cassava 
flour.  She  also  was  an  Agricultural  Development 
Volunteer  in  Guatemala  and  a  Consultant  to  the 
World  Bank  "Women  in  Development"  project 
in  Gambia,  West  Africa.  She  obtained  her  Ph.D. 
from  Cranfield  Institute  of  Technology  in  the  UK 
in  1989  on  the  characterization  of 
polysaccharides  from  Rhizobium  trifolii  bacteria. 

The  League  staff  recognizes  Gillian  for  her 
accomplishments  and  on  behalf  of  the  entire 
industry  wishes  to  congratulate  her  for  this 
outstanding  award.  The  staff  of  the  League  has 
worked  with  her  on  previous  experiments  and 
recognizes  that  she  has  much  to  contribute  to  this 
industry  in  future  years. 

CROP  REPORT 

At  the  present  time,  with  the  dry  and  warm 
winter,  cane  stands  are,  for  the  most  part, 
excellent.  Some  of  the  older  stubble  does  not 
look  that  good  as  does  plant  cane  that  was  planted 
in  soil  that  was  too  dry.  Most  of  this  older  stubble 
is  in  older  varieties  and  the  poor  plant  cane 
simply  did  not  make  a  good  stand  in  the  fall. 
Some  of  the  poor  plant  cane  fields  were  billet 
planted.  Recent  dry  weather  has  enhanced 
tillering  but  has  had  a  negative  effect  on  herbicide 
activity. 

Due  to  the  dry  weather  most  growers  are  well 
advanced  in  their  field  work.  Some  fertilization 
has  been  done  and  it  looks  as  though  the  crop  is 
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off  to  another  good  start.  As  a  result  of  the 
generally  good  stands  of  cane  on  this  date 
(March  19),  one  has  to  assume  that  the  crop 
potential  is  similar  to  last  year's.  Acreage  is  also 
estimated  to  be  similar  to  last  year's  record 
acreage.  Therefore,  the  outlook  for  a  good  crop 
is  again  in  the  making.  If  the  price  isn't  going 
to  be  good  than  at  least  farmers  can  hope  for 
good  yields  and  good  weather  to  allow  for  an 
inexpensive  production  year. 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 


By  Tom  Spradley 


Special  Session  Coiled  by  Governor 


As  expected,  the  Governor  called  a  Special 
Session.  It  convened  on  March  19  and  must 
adjourn  no  later  than  April  14.  While  the 
Governor's  Call  for  the  Session  included  over 
170  items,  his  primary  objectives  for  calling  the 
Session  were  to  determine  measures  to  manage 
the  state  budget,  develop  a  new  economic 
development  system,  and  raise  teacher  pay. 

As  many  of  you  know  by  now,  the  Governor 
decided  not  to  move  ahead  with  the  teacher  pay 
raise  since  legislative  support  did  not  exist  for 
fiscal  measures  to  fund  the  raise.  He  has  said 
that  he  will  try  to  move  forward  with  a  teacher 
pay  hike  later  this  year,  possibly  in  another 
Special  Session  to  be  held  in  September. 

Additionally,  legislators  are  balking  at 
renewing  the  three-cent  sales  tax  on  food  and 
utilities  that  expires  on  June  30.   The  reasons 


for  the  resistance  vary,  ranging  from  anti-tax 
sentiment  in  general  to  opposing  the  Governor's 
programs  on  general  principles. 

Specifically  of  interest  to  the  sugarcane 
industry  are  several  bills  that  deal  with  different 
ways  to  increase  weight  permit  fees  for  hauling 
sugarcane.  It  is  too  early  to  tell  how  these  bills 
will  fare  but  we  urge  you  to  contact  your 
legislators  and  let  them  know  that  you  strongly 
oppose  any  such  measure,  and  provide  them  with 
facts  and  figures  to  use  in  committee  argument 
and  floor  testimony. 

As  always,  please  don't  hesitate  to  call  us  if 
you  need  further  information  on  a  legislative 
issue.  We  have  all  bills  available  and  contact 
numbers  for  ycur  legislators.  You  can  call  us  at 
225-766-1359  or  email  us  at 
Spradlobby@aol.com. 


Erb  &  Roberts,  Inc. 
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Monsanto 's  2000 
Product  Line-Up 

for  Sugarcane  Growers 
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I  by  Monsanto  I 


Dear  Sugarcane  Grower, 

I  personally  want  to  congratulate 
I  you  for  a  record  breaking  year  in  1999, 
I  and  say  thanks  for  all  of  your  support 
of  my  products.  We,  at  Monsanto,  are 
looking  forward  to  you  having  another 
great  year  in  2000  and  this  new  line-up  of  products 
should  make  it  easier  to  do  so.  Good  luck  in  2000  and 
thanks  again  for  your  support. 

Sincerely, 
Ken  Naquin 
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Washington    Bus    Trip 

By:  Herman  Waguespack  and  John  Constant 


A  trip  to  our  nation's  Capitol  is  like  none  other  when  it  comes  to  an  abundance  of  history  and 
education.  When  that  trip  includes  a  bus  full  of  Louisiana  sugarcane  farmers  and  a  little  fun,  you 
have  the  makings  of  another  great  League  bus  trip! 

With  the  current  political  battles  facing  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry,  a  bus  trip  to  Washington, 
D.C.,  was  the  perfect  setting  for  gaining  a  new  appreciation  of  the  political  process.  Those  Who 
participated  in  the  trip  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  with  some  of  our  congressional  delegation  and 
discuss  important  issues  facing  our  industry.  For  some,  this  was  an  opportunity  to  visit  a  part  of  the 
country  that  they  might  have  never  visited  on  their  own  and  meet  people  who  are  in  a  position  to 
help  the  sugar  industry.  The  group  had  many  opportunities  to  express  concerns  about  the  current 
low  sugar  price  and  discuss  possible  solutions. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  our  Washington  offices  of  Don  Wallace  and  Macon  Edwards,  the  group 
had  a  full  schedule  while  in  Washington.  At  a  luncheon  meeting  to  discuss  trade  issues,  the  group 
met  with  Senator  John  Breaux,  Senator  Mary  Landrieu's  staff,  Vickie  Myers  and  Jack  Roney  with 
the  American  Sugar  Alliance,  and  Jeff  Lang  who  represents  the  sugar  industry  on  international 
trade  issues.  The  group  had  a  chance  to  hear  the  latest  information  on  NAFTA  and  how  trade  with 
Canada  and  Mexico  will  impact  the  domestic  sugar  industry.  The  news  was  not  encouraging,  but 
it  helps  to  know  that  the  people  working  for  the  sugar  industry  in  Washington  are  doing  everything 
possible  to  help  us. 

The  group  also  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  with  congressman  Billy  Tauzin  and  several  other 
congressmen  and  staff  members  at  a  dinner  reception  in  one  of  the  House  of  Representative's 
Commerce  Committee  rooms.  The  reception  was  held  to  give  our  growers  a  chance  to  meet  some 
staff  people  and  members  of  congress  working  on  agricultural  issues,  and  provided  an  opportunity 
for  important  one  on  one  discussion.  Although  the  reception  was  held  in  strange  surroundings,  the 
group  felt  right  at  home  with  the  cajun  cooking  prepared  by  Jimmy  and  Deannie  Gravois.  Many  of 
the  staff  members  present  were  alumni  of  our  industry  staff  tour  from  over  the  years. 

Additional  time  was  available  for  the  group  to  tour  Arlington  Cemetery,  the  Capitol  building, 
the  many  museums  and  monuments,  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  Colonial  Williamsburg 
and  other  interesting  sites. 

Every  time  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  sponsors  a  bus  trip,  new  friendships  are  made  and 
innovative  ideas  are  shared  among  the  group.  The  year  2000  bus  trip  was  offered  as  a  service  to 
our  members  and  helped  to  strengthen  industry  relations  throughout  the  sugarcane  belt. 
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Tie  Vine  (Morningglory) 
Control  at  Layby 


By  James  L.  Griffin,  Blaine  J.  Viator,  and 
Jeffrey  M.  Ellis 

Tie  vines/morningglories,  especially  the 
red  flowered  ones,  are  becoming  more 
prevalent  in  sugarcane  fields,  particularly 
after  layby.  These  weeds,  capable  of  climbing 
and  forming  a  dense  mat  over  the  crop  canopy, 
create  havoc  during  harvest,  especially  for 
combine  harvesters.  Atrazine  at  layby  has 
become  less  effective  on  tie  vines  and  the 
encroachment  of  residential  areas  and  legal 
restrictions  in  some  areas  have  prohibited  use  of 
2,4-D  as  a  late-season  control  measure.  This 
article  addresses  results  of  research  conducted 
over  several  years  in  regard  to  management  of 
tie  vines  in  sugarcane. 

The  hot  topic  this  year  at  grower  meetings 
was  management  of  input  expenses.  At  17-cent 
sugar,  the  margin  between  making  and  losing 
money  is  smaller.  Most  would  agree  that  the 
best  approach  is  to  closely  consider  all  aspects 
of  production  and  to  reduce  only  those  inputs 
that  are  not  maximizing  yield.  Your  weed  control 
program  should  be  no  different.  We  are  often 
asked  where  costs  can  be  cut  in  a  sugarcane  weed 
control  program.  At-planting  treatments  are 
crucial  to  reduce  weed  competition  in  emerging 
cane  and  to  attain  an  adequate  stand.  With  the 
earlier  and  earlier  plantings,  there  is  a  good 
chance  that  some  real  nasty  weeds  such  as 
itchgrass  (raoul),  johnsongrass,  and 
bermudagrass  can  compete  enough  to  hinder 
stand  development  and  nullify  the  expense 
invested  in  a  fallow  weed  control  program. 
Itchgrass  has  more  than  enough  time  after  an 
August  or  September  planting  to  set  seed,  and 
johnsongrass  can  produce  rhizomes  in  three  to 
four  weeks  after  seedling  emergence.    Spring 


herbicide  applications  are  necessary  to  reduce 
early  season  weed  competition  and  to  encourage 
cane  tillering.  This  brings  us  to  layby,  probably 
the  least  important  herbicide  application  from  a 
yield  perspective.  In  earlier  years,  it  was  normal 
to  cultivate  and  apply  layby  herbicides  in  early 
June.  This  operation  is  now  performed  in  May 
since  cane  is  well  into  tillering  by  this  time. 
Based  on  our  research,  weeds  that  emerge  after 
layby  will  not  significantly  reduce  yield,  but  this 
does  not  imply  that  the  layby  application  should 
be  eliminated. 

Any  harvester  operator  knows  the  problems 
tie  vines  can  cause,  particularly  with  the 
combine.  Weeds,  especially  the  big  grasses,  can 
be  transported  to  the  mill  along  with  the  cane  in 
the  traditional  whole-stalk  harvest  system, 
reducing  sugar  recovery.  Likewise,  any  weeds 
that  set  seed  or  form  rhizomes  will  be  there  to 
fight  the  next  year.  Managing  expenses  in  your 
weed  control  program  will  require  you  to 
compare  costs  of  herbicides  and  select  those  that 
are  effective  based  on  your  specific  weed 
problems.  If  cost  reductions  are  important,  this 
may  require  that  weed  control  decisions  be  made 
on  a  field  by  field  basis. 

If  tie  vines  are  a  problem  on  your  farm,  they 
should  be  your  main  focus  in  developing  a  layby 
weed  control  strategy.  Although  direct  yield 
losses  as  high  as  26%  have  been  documented  in 
extreme  cases,  these  weeds  primarily  reduce 
harvest  efficiency,  which  still  costs  you  time  and 
money.  The  most  common  tie  vines  in  Louisiana 
sugarcane  are  red  morningglory  (red  flowered) 
and  entireleaf/ivyleaf  morningglory  (blue 
flowered).  Red  morningglories  are  most 
common  in  areas  where  cane  has  been  grown 
for  several  decades.  In  other  sugarcane  areas, 
red  morningglories  are  nearly  impossible  to  find. 
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It  makes  us  wonder  what  we  are  doing  to  promote 
this  weed.  It  appears  that  red  morningglories 
prefer  a  shade  environment,  such  as  underneath 
a  sugarcane  canopy. 

We  have  observed  in  our  weed  control  studies 
and  in  talking  with  growers,  county  agents,  and 
consultants  that  red  morningglories  have  always 
been  somewhat  difficult  to  control  with  atrazine 
and  2,4-D.  It's  probable  that,  over  time,  we  have 
eliminated  other  tie  vines  from  sugarcane  fields, 
leaving  the  red  morningglories  to  predominate. 
You  may  have  noticed  an  increasing  number  of 
red  morningglory  control  failures  with  atrazine. 
Since  many  weeds  have  become  resistant  to 
atrazine  worldwide,  red  morningglories  in 
Louisiana  sugarcane  may  have  also  developed 
atrazine  resistance.  To  test  this,  red  morningglory 
seed  were  collected  from  sugarcane  fields  where 
growers  had  reported  atrazine  control  failures. 
Plants  grown  from  those  seed  were  subjected  to 
laboratory  and  greenhouse  evaluations.  Of  the 
20  fields  sampled  in  eight  parishes,  we  found  no 
indication  that  red  morningglories  were  resistant 
to  atrazine. 

If  this  is  the  case,  then  why  were  there  control 
failures?  Atrazine  requires  rainfall  to  move  the 
herbicide  into  the  soil,  and  performance  is 
enhanced  when  applied  to  a  smooth,  clod-free 
soil  surface.  These  factors  are  important,  but 
our  best  guess  is  that  control  failures  are  probably 
due  to  residual  activity  of  atrazine  and  emergence 
patterns  of  red  morningglory.  Earlier  layby 
applications  in  April,  compared  with  June  several 
years  ago,  suggest  that  by  mid  to  late  May  when 
tie-vine  seedlings  emerge,  the  amount  of  atrazine 
in  the  soil  may  not  be  sufficient  to  provide 
control,  resulting  in  control  failures.  One  way 
to  counter  this  problem  is  to  wait  several  weeks 
after  layby  before  applying  atrazine.  This  allows 
time  for  rainfall  to  smooth  the  clods,  thereby 
enhancing  atrazine  activity.  Also,  delaying  the 
atrazine  application  will  assure  that  the  more 
herbicide  is  concentrated  in  the  soil  when  the  tie 
vine  seed  germinate.  Even  though  atrazine  has 
postemergence  activity,  the  addition  of  a  pint  of 
2,4-D  will  help  assure  that  any  vines  already 
emerged  are  killed.  Depending  on  the  size  of  the 
cane,  a  high-boy  may  be  required  if  this 
management  program  is  followed. 

We  have  conducted  extensive  research  to 


evaluate  atrazine  performance  in  the  field 
compared  with  the  labeled  herbicides  Direx, 
Sencor,  and  Sinbar  along  with  two  unregistered 
products,  Milestone  and  Authority.  In  1997  and 
1998,  herbicides  were  applied  after  growers  made 
their  final  cultivation  in  May.  Excellent  control 
was  observed  for  about  6  weeks  with  all  herbicide 
treatments  except  for  Sinbar,  which  fell  a  little 
short  in  1998.  After  that  point,  control  with 
atrazine  and  the  other  labeled  herbicides  began 
to  falter.  Because  of  the  temperature,  rainfall, 
and  high  microbial  activity  in  our  soils  during 
this  period,  these  herbicides  would  not  be 
expected  to  control  weeds  much  longer  beyond 
this  point  in  most  years. 

Milestone,  a  Dupont  herbicide  expected  to  be 
labeled  this  year,  continued  to  control 
morningglories  through  the  eighth  week,  but  only 
at  the  higher  rates.  Sulfentrazone  (an  FMC 
Corporation  herbicide  with  the  trade  name 
Authority  or  Spartan),  controlled  red 
morningglory  8  weeks  or  longer  and  has  done  so 
consistently  in  experiments  conducted  since 
1994.  In  fact,  we  have  never  observed  a  control 
failure  with  sulfentrazone.  This  herbicide  is 
scheduled  to  be  registered  for  use  in  sugarcane 
in  2002.  The  price  for  sulfentrazone  is  not  yet 
known,  but  it  will  surely  be  more  expensive  than 
atrazine.  However,  considering  its  excellent 
preemergence  and  postemergence  broadleaf  and 
grass  activity,  the  cost  of  an  aerial  application  of 
2,4-D,  and  the  restrictions  for  2,4-D  use  in  many 
areas  of  the  Cane  Belt,  sulfentrazone  may  have 
a  place  in  layby  programs. 

This  brings  us  to  2,4-D  applications.  2,4-D 
is  highly  effective  on  tie  vines  if  the  rate  is 
matched  to  weed  size.  A  rate  of  1  pt/Ais  effective 
on  small  vines  (2-  to  3-leaf),  but  1  qt/A  is  needed 
when  vines  first  start  to  wrap  the  cane.  When 
the  vines  are  climbing  the  cane,  the  rate  should 
be  1.5  qt/A.  Growers  should  be  aware  of 
application  restrictions  since  2,4-D  is  prohibited 
in  several  parishes. 

It  has  become  convenient  for  growers  to  wait 
and  mix  2,4-D  with  insecticides  used  to  control 
the  sugarcane  borer.  Two  points  need  to  be 
considered.  First,  past  research  has  indicated  that 
applying  2,4-D  to  seed  cane  within  4  weeks 
before  planting  may  result  in  plant  cane  stand 
loss.    This  research,  however,  was  conducted 
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using  older  varieties,  and  no  data  are  available 
for  LCP  85-384.  Until  we  can  get  some 
numbers  on  85-384,  it  would  be  wise  to  follow 
these  guidelines  on  this  variety  as  well.  Second, 
even  the  highest  rate  of  2,4-D  may  not  provide 
complete  control  of  red  morningglories  that 
have  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  cane  and  are 
flowering  and  forming  seed  pods.  Applications 
are  most  successful  when  the  vines  are  just 
beginning  to  wrap  the  bottoms  of  the  cane  and 
are  adequately  covered  with  the  herbicide. 
Waiting  to  apply  2,4-D  with  the  insecticide  may 
save  an  application  cost,  but  could  sacrifice  tie 
vine  control.  Many  2,4-D  formulations  are 
marketed  in  the  cane  area.  Our  research  on 
various  amine  formulations  (which  would 
include  Hi-Dep)  applied  over  the  top  of  vine- 
infested  cane  has  shown  no  difference  in 
control. 

With  all  this  in  mind,  remember  that 
knowing  your  problem  is  half  the  battle.  Survey 
your  fields,  and  know  where  you  have  problems 
with  vines.  Watch  these  fields  closely  for 
control  failures  so  you  can  take  action  in  time. 


It  may  well  be  that  only  the  edges  of  the  fields 
need  to  be  treated.  An  effective  control  program 
for  tie  vines  may  be  a  blessing  at  harvest  time. 


James  L.  Griffin,  Blaine  J.  Viator,  and  Jeffrey 
M.  Ellis  are  employed  with  the  Louisiana 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  LSU 
Agricultural  Center,  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.  The 
authors  are  appreciative  of  funds  provided  by 
the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  to  support 
weed  control  research. 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


Your  First  at  First  South  PCA 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


First  South  PCA 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(318)  364-0217 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE 


By  Sames  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
Gulf  Engineers  and  Consultants,  Inc.. 


On  Weather-Related  Environmental  Problems 


The  weather,  and  particularly  the  current 
rainfall  deficit,  is  very  much  in  the  news 
these  days.  Drought  conditions  are  a  big 
problem  in  Louisiana  as  well  as  throughout  the 
farm  belt,  and  prompt  relief  from  the  situation  is 
not  in  any  of  the  current  weather  forecasts.  La 
Nina  ocean  currents  in  the  Pacific  are  reported 
to  be  the  cause  of  the  problem,  and  La  Nina  is 
expected  to  subside  eventually  and/or  be  replaced 
by  El  Nino  currents  which  reportedly  cause 
excessive  rainfall  in  this  area,  but  no  one  knows 
when  such  change  will  occur. 

Drought  conditions  alone  can  cause  much 
environmental  degradation,  and  human  activities 
such  as  agriculture,  industry,  recreation  and 
simple  existence  contribute  to  environmental 
degradation.  However,  when  environmental 
problems  occur  in  South  Louisiana,  knee  jerk 
environmentalists  and  news  media  tend 
immediately  to  put  the  blame  on  farmers  and 
sugar  mills.  The  prudent  defense  is  preventive 
action  on  the  part  of  farmers  and  sugar  millers 
to  minimize  adverse  environmental 
consequences  of  their  activities,  and  to  document 
and  report  these  actions  in  order  to  counteract 
unjust  criticisms,  It  is  also  prudent  to  be  prepared 
for  a  sudden  return  to  typical  South  Louisiana 
weather  conditions  including  overabundance  of 
rainfall. 

An  illustration  of  nature's  own  degrading 
effort  is  the  current  high  salinity  in  coastal 
streams  due  to  the  recent  rainfall  deficit.  Rising 
salt  content  of  coastal  streams  and  ground  water 
(ordinarily  used  for  agricultural  irrigation)  will 
prevent  using  about  a  fourth  of  the  acreage 
normally  planted  in  rice.  When  significant 
rainfall  does  again  occur  and  the  runoff  therefrom 


enters  these  drought  stressed  streams,  there  are 
likely  to  be  massive  fish  kills.  One  reason  is 
that  stormwater  runoff  from  inhabited  areas, 
particularly  the  first  runoff  waters  after  a  long 
dry  spell,  are  typically  as  potent  as  untreated 
municipal  sewer  overflow. 

The  runoff  from  farms  and  woodlands 
immediately  after  a  long  spell  of  dry  weather  can 
also  be  troublesome,  particularly  if  there  is  a  lot 
of  decayed  or  decaying  vegetation  on  the  ground. 
Full  implementation  of  best  management 
practices  at  all  agricultural  operations,  and  proper 
use  of  pesticides  with  precautions  for  sudden 
occurrence  of  rainfall,  is  the  best  defense  against 
unfair  accusations  and  criticism  about 
involvement  in  a  water  pollution  incident. 

Environmental  problems  associated  with 
drought  conditions  are  not  limited  to  the  water 
medium.  If  dry  weather  conditions  persist  until 
fall,  the  smoke  and  soot  control  situation 
associated  with  harvesting  sugar  cane  will  be 
even  more  difficult  to  handle.  Fires  will  burn 
hotter,  providing  greater  buoyancy  and 
transportation  of  smoke  and  soot  away  from 
"controlled"  burning  sites.  Special  care  must  be 
taken  to  prevent  fires  from  getting  out  of  control. 
There  must  be  strict  compliance  with  all  of  the 
new  burn  management  program  provisions 
including  operator  certification,  and  careful 
records  should  be  kept  to  verify  every  farm's 
compliance. 

The  ongoing  dry  spell  presents  both  a  problem 
and  an  opportunity  for  sugar  mills.  The  problem 
is  that  even  a  minor  spill  or  leakage  of 
unstabilized  sugar  mill  wastewater  can  cause  fish 
kills  or  other  adverse  though  usually  highly 
localized  environmental  impact.    On  the  plus 
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side,  impoundment  levees  are  as  dry  as  ever  and 
are  more  easily  accessible  for  repair  of  defects 
and/or  making  improvements  needed  to  be  able 
to  handle  the  additional  wastewater  from 
expected  longer  sugar  mill  operating  seasons. 
Droughts  often  end  abruptly  and  thoroughly.  It 
would  therefore  be  prudent  for  impoundments 
be  emptied  of  stabilized  wastewater  to  make 
room  for  sugar  mill  contingent  stormwater  flow. 
Impoundment  releases  should  be  as  early  in 
springtime  as  feasible  to  avoid  discharge  during 


hot  summer  weather  when  coastal  streams  are 
stressed  to  the  max.  Of  course,  any  such 
discharge  should  be  in  strict  accord  with  NPDES 
permit  conditions,  especially  the  monitoring  and 
recording  requirements,  because  there  will 
probably  be  totally  unrelated  fish  kills  in  the 
neighborhood  and  suspect  sugar  mills  will 
undoubtedly  be  "audited". 

Oops,  it's  raining  here  in  Baton  Rouge  right 
now! 


CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


•  (2)  7  1/2  ton  Cameco  High  Dump  Wagons  - 

$15,000  each;  (2)  Chop  Cane  trailers  - 
$1 8,800  each;  1 988  Int'l  Truck  -  $9,500;  1 990 
Int'l  Truck  -  $14,000;  John  Blue  High  Boy 
Spray  Rig  -  $3,000;  (2)  Auto  Planters  - 
$3,500  each;  3-row  Opener  with  disc  - 
$1,000;  3-row  Covering  Tool  -  $3,000; 
Folding  Thompson  3-row  -  $2,000;  Row 
Maker  -  $1,000;  2-Tandum  Whole  Stalk 
Wagons  -  $2,500  each;  Woods  S105  -  $650. 
Call  Johnny  McCollum  at  (504)  446-0136. 

•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD 

engine  and  front  wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  6' 
Case  End  Row  Flat  Chopper  (parts  only)  - 
$100;  1990  Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490 
hrs.  -  $22,500.  Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (337) 
365-0014. 

•  JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD  7400  Hi- 
Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900 
hours;  Int'l  1086  Hi-Crop  w/tank  &  rack;  1993 
Cameco  CHT  2500  Chopper  Harvester.  Call 
(225)  937-0846  (day)  or  (225)  627-9577 
(evenings  -  6pm-9pm),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  &  air  - 

$60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

•  1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel  drive  cane 
cutter,  cab  &  air,  excellent  condition  - 
$45,000;  J  &  L  4-wheel  Drive  Field  Loader, 
cab  &  air  -  $10,000;  Drott  40  Excavator, 

rubber  tires,  4-wheel  drive,  cane  grab  & 
bucket  -  $20,000.  Call  Jimmy  Jarreau  at  (225) 
637-4873. 


20  -  New  16.9x28  R1 W  tires; 

20  -  New  16.9x30  R1W  tires  -  $495  each. 

Call  (337)  879-7932  (W)  leave  message. 

3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row  Harvester. 

Call  Roland  Bourgeois,  Vacherie  at  (225)  265- 
4452  (leave  a  message). 

1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 
18-4-  38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new  trans  & 
engine  overhauled  in  '97  -  $14,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type 
Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with  gauge  wheels 
and  cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance 
1981 ;  1  front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal. 
tank  -  $100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17'  - 
$2,000;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  - 
$250;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  - 
$75;  Int'l  3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one- 
row  shavers  -  best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre 
at  (337)  229-6932. 

Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain  pilar  and 
backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with  60 
ton  Army  Hitches,  extra  wheels  and  hubs;  18- 
Wheeler  quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell  Judice  at 
(337)  394-4727. 

Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended  front 
end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power.  1993 
2-row  Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
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CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


extended  front  end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD 
power.  Both  ready  and  repaired.  6  sets 
Direct  Haul  Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24 
grader  tires.  Call  (337)  365-5036  night  or  day 
or  (337)  373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 

•  (2)  7-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane  Carts  - 
$1 2,000  each;  (4)  1 0-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump 

Cane  Carts  -  $16,000  each;  Call  (318)  876- 
3477. 

•  JD  4850  MFWD,  cab  &  air,  6,000  hrs.  front 
weights,  duals  quick  hitch,  trans  overhauled 
in  1 997  -  $25,000.  Call  Mark  or  Gerald  Naquin 
at  (504)  526-4249. 

•  1994  JD  7800  Cab/Air  -  4,000  hrs.  -  $43,000; 
1980  Thompson  Single  Row  -  Runs,  needs 
work  -  make  offer.  Looking  for  old  single- 
row  sub  soiler.  Call  Golden  Ranch 
Plantation  (504)  532-5221. 

•  1996  Cameco  Loader  SP1800  4WD;  (4) 
Tandum  Bayou  Service;  Direct  Haul  Chain 
Net  Wagons;  1972  Thompson  Single-row 
Harvester;  Husky  Transloader.  Call  Joe 
Michel  at  (504)  526-8891. 

•  1998  Cameco  Combine  Harvester;  Model 
CHT2500;  (4)  1998  Cameco  Dump  Wagons 

-  8  tons.  Call  (504)  447-4023. 

•  1992  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

cab  &  air  with  extended  gate  and  front  end  to 
accommodate  4-rows  in  one,  gathering  arms 
have  been  extended.  Front  wheel  pull. 
Excellent  Condition  -  $42,000.  Call  (337)  276- 
4547  office,  (337)  276-4778  home,  or  (337) 
276-7070  shop. 


Broussard  Single-row  Cane  Cutter,  JD 

engine,  sunstran  hyd.,  $20,000  or  will  trade 
for  tractor.  Call  (337)  229-8409. 

For  sale  or  trade,  several  large  type  planter 

aids,  well  built,  in  excellent  condition,  field 
ready.  Call  L.  Crawford,  Jeanerette.  Cell 
phone  (337)  519-5600  or  home  (337)  276- 
7138. 

2  new  (never  used)  1 0  ton  Hydraulic  High 
Dump  Combine  Wagons.  Australian 
design  with  30"  tires  and  trunnion  axles  - 
$21 ,000  each.  Contact  Daniel  @  (337)364- 
5885,  Keith  @  (337)  365-0800,  or  Ricky  @ 
(337)  364-9769  with  Gonsoulin  Farms. 

4020  Cameco  Loader  -  $5,500;  JD  4250 
Hi-Clear,  cab  &  air  -  $1 7,000;  JD  4850,  cab 
&  air  -  $21 ,000;  Thompson  3-row  w/off-bar 
&  extension  -  $2,500;  Thompson  3-row 
Plane  -  $1,700;  3-row  Closing  Tool  - 
$4,500;  3-row  Opening  Tool  -  $2,500.  Call 
Loup  Farms  at  (225)  627-  5997  home  or 
(225)  938-3985  mobile. 

(3)  7130  Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  7120 
Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester  -  one  of  last  4  built; 
2-row  Broussard  Loader  -  reworked  from 
grab  to  swing  cylinders  w/new  drive  pump; 
(2)  Low  Clear  1086-2  High  Clear  3688 
Int'l;  High  Clear  1086  - 1 066'S-806/856  Int'l 
Tractors;  51 20  Maxium  -  2,400  hours;  5220 
Maxium,  1 985  house  w/air  &  2  year  warranty 
remaining;  Broussard  Loader  w/ditcher 
bucket  (5)  Auto  Drum  Cane  Planters;  Wide 
Hand  Planter  -  like  new;  Hooded  Sprayer 
(Red  Ball);  (2)  Lilleston  3-row;  Midland 
Scoop  (6  yard);  4-row  2-row  Chopper  w/ 
busters  (layby).  Call  Larry  Battaglia  at  (337) 
828-1188  or  Joey  Battaglia  at  (337)  828- 
1710. 
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COMMERCIAL 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE 


MEMBERS  OF  THE 

LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayou  Fabricators 

65225  Quality  Road,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 

P.  O.  Box  2869,  Parks,  LA  70582 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 

P.  O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  TX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  407  Briarwood  Dr.,  Suite  205-C 
Jackson,  MS  39206 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 
P.  O.  Box  80978,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-0978 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  367,  Cottonport,  LA  71327 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

458  McCown  Rd.,  Welsh,  LA  70591 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thiboduax,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp  and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 
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SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 

•  Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs) 

•  48  ft.  x  102  in.  (Two  23  ft.  baskets) 

•  Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

•  3056  cu.  ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

•  Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

•  Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 


Distributed  by: 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 

1-800-542-9940 


803  W.  Seale  Street     Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
1-800-562-0730 


***  ORDER  FIRST  QUARTER  OF  2000  AND  SAVE  MONEY!!!!*** 


Your  Numbers  Are  Important  To  Us 

Sugarcane  farmers  manage  large  amounts  of  money  -  some  years  with  minimal 

return  on  investment.  Our  staff  at  PCA  is  knowledgeable,  qualified  and  experienced 

in  dealing  with  your  numbers.  We  see  them  everyday.  We  hope  that  our  financial 

assistance  results  in  maximum  returns  -  and  that's  a  number  that's  important  to  YOU! 


H 

Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 
(337)364-0217 


First  South  PCA 


Agricultural  Lender 


Give  us  a  call! 


Harvey  Gonsoulin 

Thibodaux 
(504)  446-9450 


Heame  Cane  Planters 

Patent  No.  5,469,791 

•Fully  Automatic* 

•All  Hydraulic* 

*7'x25'  Carrying  Capacity* 

•15  acres  per  day  proven* 

•Stainless  Steel  Hoppers* 

Simple  ♦  Rugged  ♦  Reliable 
••Now  Available** 

3 -row  Billet  Planters 

Planting  Rates  up  to  50  acres  per  day 


Hearne  Consulting,  inc 

2450  Powers  Avenue 

Opelousas,  LA  70570 

To  place  your  order  call 

(337)942-8180 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


UAR 

MIDS0UTH 


Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-4081 

New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-8343 


Jeanerette,  LA 
(337)  276-5051 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  LA 
(225)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE    LEAGUE 


By  Charlie  Meldncon 


Missing  A  Good  Thing 


Remember  the  old  saying  "you  don't  miss 
a  good  thing  until  it's  gone?"  Well,  I 
guess  I  had  taken  Charles  Thibaut  for 
granted.  That  is,  I  just  normally  expect  him  to 
be  there  at  meetings.  Particularly  those  meetings 
in  Washington,  and  particularly  when  it  is  time  for 
a  principal  (owner/operator)  to  speak  up.  It  is  not 
to  say  that  none  of  us  that  were  there  for  this 
important  meeting  weren't  capable  or  able  to  speak 
up,  but  Charles  Thibaut  has,  through  the  past  several 
years  that  he  has  served  as  National  Legislative 
Committee  Chairman,  established  himself,  as  a 
"player,"  to  which  I  find  all  now  look  up  to  for  his 
thoughts,  opinions,  and  his  ability  and  desire  to 
bring  groups  together  for  the  common  good.  When 
a  representative  of  the  corn  refiners  made  a 
statement  that  inferred  that  his  principals  were  there 
to  negotiate  and  where  were  our  principals  ...  It 
was  at  that  exact  moment  that  it  would  have  taken 
two  good,  strong  horse  handlers  to  keep  Charles 
from  expressing  what  all  of  us  were  thinking  and 
wanted  to  say.  But,  it  needed  to  be  said  by  a 
principal.  And  that  principal  had  to  be  a  person 
the  others  have  known  and  respect!  And,  that 
person  who  had  to  take  care  of  his  growers'  and 
mill's  business  that  week,  and  that  person  that  was 
unable  to  step  forward,  as  he  usually  does  and  at 
the  right  time,  was  not  there.  And,  God  did  I  miss 
him! 

I  must  say  that  I  was  not  at  the  League  when 
Jerry  McKee,  Mike  Graugnard,  Pete  deGravelles, 
or  even  Charles'  father,  Jimmy  Thibaut,  were 
Legislative  Committee  Chairmen.  So,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  compare.  But,  I  can  certainly  assure  you 
that  he  has  established  himself  as  a  "player"  that 
understands  our  industry  and  wishes  to  keep  the 
"entire"  U.S.  sugar  industry  alive  and  well.  If  I 
haven't  said  it  in  a  while,  then  I  need  to  .  .  . 
THANKS  CHARLES! 


Truck  Permits 

Well,  we  sure  missed  a  bullet  directed  at  the 
Louisiana  trucking  industry  and  agriculture.  If  the 
Department  of  Transportation  had  been  successful, 
it  would  have  required  your  regular  contract  hauler 
to  pay  some  $4,000  this  year  for  a  regular  permit 
(license)  and  his  harvest  permit.  And,  don't  think 
that  these  revenue  raisers  have  gone  away.  And, 
they  don't  even  care  that  your  "price"  is  down  at 
LaDOTD.  It  doesn't  seem  to  bother  them  that  the 
state  and  its  economy  is  hurting,  nor  that  there  is  a 
deficit  in  the  state  budget  because  of  a  slow 
economy.  All  they  want  is  extra  revenue  to  make 
them  look  good.  You  see,  there  is  a  process 
whereby  states  that  don't  have  any  extra  money 
hanging  around  to  match  federal  funds  (like 
Louisiana),  allows  those  funds  to  revert  back  to  the 
US  DOTD  to  be  reallocated  to  states  that  have 
surplus  funds.  But,  our  LaDOTD  apparently 
doesn't  consider  the  fact  that  our  state  is  also 
lacking  money.  Even  in  bad  times,  such  as  now, 
they  feel  they  should  still  be  able  to  obtain  more 
state  revenue,  to  get  more  federal  money  that  wasn't 
already  taken  by  other  states  that  have  the  same 
problem  as  does  Louisiana.  I  admire  these 
bureaucrats  for  wanting  to  get  more  federal  dollars. 
But,  you  would  think  they  would  realize  that  if  the 
state's  finances  are  hurting,  then  maybe,  just 
maybe,  some  of  the  businesses  and  people  in  this 
state  that  they  want  to  tax  might  be  hurting  also. 
Think  about  it.  Or,  rather,  maybe  DOTD  should 
think  about  it! 

The  irony  is  that  the  Governor,  at  the  behest  of 
the  former  Secretary  of  the  LaDOTD,  established 
a  Task  Force  to  review  the  many  problems  with 
funding  to  the  Department.  This  Task  Force  spent 
many  months  (at  least  10)  reviewing  information 
and  data  concerning  highways,  funding,  internal 
and  interstate  regulatory  issues,  enforcement,  etc., 


and  came  out  with  strong  positions  on  how  to 
address  many  of  these  problems.  However,  it  was 
not  necessarily  in  line  with  what  LaDOTD  wanted 
in  the  report.  So,  they  not  only  didn't  forward  the 
Task  Force  Report  to  the  Governor,  they  also 
advised  a  state  representative  and  the  House 
Transportation  Committee  "that  the  Task  Force 
failed  to  reach  a  consensus  on  any  of  the  issues." 
It  is  sad  to  say,  but  the  truth  was  not  told.  I  intend 
on  directing  a  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Task 
Force  and  its  members,  with  copies  to  the 
Governor,  the  House  Transportation  Committee, 
and  LaDOTD  about  the  concern  that  the  report  was 
never  issued.  This,  to  me,  is  a  sad  day,  where 
bureaucrats,  unhappy  with  the  outcome  of  a  report 


from  a  Task  Force  they  asked  to  have  established, 
tucked  it  away  because  it  didn't  solve  their  problem 
the  way  they  wished  for  it  to  be  solved.  More  and 
higher  fees  (taxes)  on  the  public ! 

Regardless,  it  is  imperative  (now,  more  than 
ever)  that  our  industry  makes  every  concerted  effort 
to  keep  our  trucks  legal.  It  is  important  that  you  or 
your  contract  hauler  have  the  proper  permits,  obey 
the  weight  limits  allowed  by  those  permits,  and 
drive  at  reasonable  speeds  when  operating  on  the 
highways  of  our  state.  Just  remember,  the  family 
and  friends  in  those  other  vehicles  on  the  road 
during  grinding  could  well  be  your's.  So,  let's  do 
our  best  to  obey  the  laws  and  operate  cautiously, 
this  and  every  other  harvest  season. 


MAIN  OFFICE 

221  SOUTH  STATE  STREET 
POST  OFFICE  DRAWER  490 
ABBEVILLE,  LA  70511-0490 


TELEPHONE:  (318)  893-7733 
FACSIMILE:     (31 8)  893-731 9 
web  site:  www.gcbank.com 
e-mail:  info@gcbank.com 


Thompson  Cane  Cutter 

Single  Row 

BRH  100 

Good  Condition 

Asking  $15,000.00 


Homemade  Planter 

Double  Axle 

Asking  $3000.00 


1H1 066  Tractor 
Hi  Clear  4  Poster 

Good  Condition 
Asking  $6,500.00 

Ser  #  V047985 


Gulf  Coast  Bank 

Call  And  Ask  For  Pervis  Gaspard 
892-3142  or  893-7733 

Make  An  Offer 


PSW  P-30 

The  New  Reliable  The  Old  Reliable 

Why  was  the  PSW  developed?  To  fill  a  market  need  for  a  leveler  with  many  of  the  P-30's  features,  at  a  lower  cost 

Both  Levelers: 

a  12'  frame,  with  leveling  adjustments  per 
blade 

6.  pull  straight,  in  transport  and  in  the  field 

7.  have  both  moldboard  and  cutting  edge, 
creating  a  greater  capacity  for  carrying  dirt. 

PURDY  MANUFACTURING 

Randy  Purdy  •  Ph./Fax  870-946-3503  •  E-mail:  purdy@futura.net  •  Web  site:  purdymfg.com 


1 .  have  depth-control  stops 

2.  have  high  arches,  for  strength 

3.  have  wide  wheel  bases,  for  stability 

4.  have  wide  cuts. 

5.  have  steep-pitched,  pivoting  blades  on 


!.  are  very  heavily  braced.  Our  products 

are  intended  to  last. 
).  are  owner  friendly,  easily  maintained. 

'The  best  does  not  cost  more. " 


REAL  POWER.  REAL  CHOICE. 


One  touch  of  TOUCHDOWN®  herbicides  patented 

active  ingredient,  sulfosate   (glyphosate-trimesium), 

quickly  penetrates   even   the   toughest   grasses   and 

broadleaf  weeds.   Then  it  moves  down  to  the  roots 

for  all  the  annual  and  perennial  weed  control  power 

you'll  need.  TOUCHDOWN  is  great  for  controlling 

tough  weeds  like  bermudagrass  in  your  fallow  sugar  cane  as  well  as 

weeds  in  noncrop  farm  areas,  such  as  in  ditches.  TOUCHDOWN  is 

your  real  choice  for  real  powerful  systemic  burndown.     For  more 

information,  see  your  retailer,  call  our  hotline  at  800-759-2500  or  visit 

our  web  site  at  zenecaagproducts.com. 


TOUCHDOWN 


THE  POWER.  THE  CHOICE 


ZENECA 

Ag  Products 


©2000  Zeneca  Ag  Products  Inc.  TOUCHDOWN*  is  a  registered  trademark  of  a  Zeneca 
company.  Farm  Safely.  Always  read  -and  follow  label  directions. 


GET  UP 

TO  A 

$3.00/GALLON 

REBATE  on 

PROWL 

Herbicide 

through  Harvest  Partners 

25-399  gallons  =  $2.00  per  gallon  rebate 

>  400  gallons  =  $3.00  per  gallon  rebate 

See  your  local  Agricenter  for  Details 


Layby  Sugarcane  Update 
from  American  Cyanamid 

Where  do  you  need  the  most  chemical  weed  control? 
Within  the  block  of  cane 

Prowl  3.3  EC  2qt./acre  offers: 

•  A  higher  percentage  of  weed  control  within  your  block  of 
cane  vs  trifluralins  because  they  need  incorporation. 

•  Prowl  is  labeled  for  a  light  incorporation  if  needed. 
Fits  chopper  harvester  operations. 

•  Tankmix  flexibility  with  broadleaf  chemicals. 

Weed  Control  Rating  Scale: 

Poor  <  49%      Fair  50-60%      Good  70-89%      Excellent  90-100% 


PROWL  Atrazine  Sencor/Lexone 

E  Seedling  Johnsongrass  P  G-E 

G-E  Itchgrass  P  P 

G-E  Browntop  Panicum  P  F-G 

E  Annual  Grasses  E  E 


Use  PROWL  for  your  base  grass  chemical 
for  your  Layby  Herbicide  program! 

Application  News: 

Growers  are  using  Double  Swivel  Nozzles 


QJ8600-2  1/4-NYB 


with  Visiflo  Floodjet  TK3  Spray  Tips 


V.VAV.VA 


which  give  better  coverage  through  the 
block  of  cane  with  less  drift. 


For  Questions  Contact  Amerian  Cyanamid: 

Marc  A.  Grabert  at  (225)  927-9331 

or 
Ann  Thompson  at  (337)  989-4277 

*  Always  Read  and  Follow  Label  Directions 

*  Sencor  Registered  Trademark  of  Bayer  Corporation. 

*  Lexone  Registered  Trademark  of  Dupont. 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


By  Don  Wallace 


Legislators  Push  U5DA  to  Purchase  Excess  Supply 


Efforts  continue  on  Capitol  Hill,  as  the 
Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press,  to  encourage 
the  Clinton  Administration  to  purchase 
excess  sugar  off  the  domestic  market  in  order  to 
avoid  costly  forfeitures.  In  meetings  with  both 
Agriculture  Secretary  Dan  Glickman  and  senior 
White  House  officials,  legislators  have  pushed  the 
government  to  move  quickly  to  avert  the  deepening 
sugar  crisis.  Senators  John  Breaux  (D-LA)  and 
Mary  Landrieu  (D-LA),  along  with  senators  from 
Hawaii,  Florida,  and  the  beet  states,  have  led  the 
charge.  They  were  joined  in  their  efforts  by 
legislators  from  the  other  side  of  the  Hill,  including 
Congressman  Chris  John  (D-LA)  and 
Congresswoman  Patsy  Mink  (D-HI),  who  have  also 
been  pushing  hard  for  the  purchase. 

An  update  on  this  issue  will  be  included  in  next 
month's  "Washington  Update." 

Domestic  Supply  Up  Slightly 

The  March  release  of  the  World  Agricultural 
Supply  and  Demand  Estimates  (WASDE)  reports  a 
slight  increase  from  last  month's  release  in  domestic 
supply,  due  largely  to  higher  beet  estimates.  Total 
domestic  supply  is  now  estimated  12.494  million 
short  tons,  raw  value.  The  resulting  stocks-to-use 
ratio  is  19.0%. 

Higher-than-expected  sugar  content  in  the  1 999 
beet  crop  has  pushed  an  increase  of  50,000  tons  in 
projected  beet  production.  Total  beet  output  for 
1999/2000  is  now  projected  to  reach  4.950  million 
tons.  Expected  cane  production  is  also  up,  though 
only  by  4,000  tons,  based  on  end-of-season 
reporting  from  Texas.  Total  cane  output  should 
reach  4.132  million  tons. 

The  rise  in  production  is  countered  somewhat 
by  a  decrease  by  25,000  tons  of  imports  for  re-export 
in  sugar-containing  products.  The  decrease,  in  turn, 
is  offset  by  an  increase  of  25,000  tons  in  domestic 


food  and  beverage  use.  Forecasts  of  total  domestic 
deliveries  are  unchanged  at  10.250  million  tons. 

Supplemental  Appropriations  Withers,  Annual 
Appropriations  Process  Begins 

Senate  Majority  Leader  Trent  Lott  (R-MS)  has 
refused  to  allow  Senate  consideration  of  an  FY  2000 
emergency  supplemental  appropriations  bill, 
destroying  any  chance  of  an  emergency  package 
this  spring.  The  House  last  month  approved  a 
version  of  the  bill  that  would  provide  $8.6  billion 
to  assist  flood  victims  in  North  Carolina  and  fund 
military  operations  in  Kosovo.  As  a  result,  these 
provisions  will  have  to  be  funded  through  the  usual 
annual  appropriations  bills,  of  which  consideration 
by  the  House  will  begin  in  May. 

The  supplemental  package  faced  obstacles  from 
the  beginning,  including  passage  of  a  budget 
resolution  amendment  that  would  have  required  cuts 
in  funding  not  yet  spent  in  other  areas.  Nevertheless, 
as  plans  for  supplemental  spending  fade  away, 
appropriators  look  to  prepare  for  each  of  the  thirteen 
annual  spending  bills.  The  House  Agriculture 
Appropriations  Subcommittee  is  scheduled  to  begin 
consideration  of  its  bill  in  early  May. 

Trade  Leaders  Meet  to  Discuss  NAFTA  Progress 

Deputy  U.S.  Trade  Representative  Richard 
Fisher  recently  met  with  his  Canadian  and  Mexican 
counterparts  and  reviewed  the  mid-term  results  of 
the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(NAFTA).  The  officials  released  a  joint  statement 
outlining  the  effects  of  NAFTA  on  the  member 
economies,  emphasizing,  in  particular,  the  record 
levels  of  job  creation.  In  an  annex  to  the  joint 
statement,  the  trade  leaders  also  highlighted  their 
agricultural  cooperation  through  the  recent 
establishment  of  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Dispute 
Resolution  Corporation. 


FARM    NOTES 


By  Chorley  Richard 


Biotechnology  -  TMDL's  an  Important  Environmental  Issue 
Crop  Report  -  Varieties  to  Purchase 


Growers  often  ask  questions  about  the 
industry's  efforts  in  the  new  field  of 
biotechnology  which  includes  genetic 
engineering  (transformed  plants  for  things  like 
herbicide  resistance)  and  chromosome  mapping. 
These  are  part  of  a  science  which  has  been  used 
commercially  in  other  plants,  but  is  still  fairly 
new  to  sugarcane.  The  reason  sugarcane  is 
further  behind  than  other  plants  is  not  because 
no  one  was  interested,  but  rather,  because 
sugarcane  is  a  very  complicated  plant  with 
numerous  chromosomes  which  makes  it  difficult 
to  map  and  somewhat  unclear  as  to  how 
transformation  would  work.  However,  a  little 
over  ten  years  ago,  Mr.  Manuel  Sobral  of 
Copersucar  Technology  Center  in  Brazil  and  Dr. 
Don  Heinz,  of  what  was  then  the  Hawaiian  Sugar 
Planters  Association,  jointly  funded  some 
research  at  Cornell  University  in  New  York.  This 
research  demonstrated  that  progress  could  be 
made  despite  the  complexity  of  sugarcane. 

As  a  result  of  the  success  of  this  original 
project,  several  scientists  from  around  the  world 
met  in  1989  and  decided  to  form  the  International 
Consortium  on  Sugar  Cane  Biotechnology.  The 
American  Sugar  Cane  League  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  consortium.  Through 
this  group,  projects  that  were  considered 
important  were  jointly  funded,  which  furthered 
the  science  of  "biotech"  in  sugarcane.  This 
original  research  was  done  at  facilities  outside 
the  international  sugar  industry  because  no  sugar 
industry  had  an  "in-house"  research  program  in 
biotech  at  that  time.  Since  then,  most  of  the 
original  members  of  the  consortium  have 
developed  their  own  programs.  In  Louisiana, 
there  are  several  efforts  now  being  conducted  in 


biotech  which  will  hopefully  assist  conventional 
research  programs  and  improve  the  outcome  of 
this  research. 

Today,  biotech  has  had  numerous 
accomplishments  across  all  agricultural 
commodities.  However,  despite  the  new  varieties 
and  tools  available  as  a  result  of  biotech,  the 
public  has  not  been  willing  to  purchase  food 
products  derived  from  genetically  modified 
organisms  (GMOs).  The  strategy  followed  in 
Louisiana  has  been  to  work  slowly,  but  steadily, 
and  not  try  to  be  the  group  that  has  to  clear  the 
path  for  use  of  biotech  products  by  the  public. 
Sometimes  it  is  better  to  be  the  "second  man  on 
the  street  corner"  and  not  have  to  fight  the  big 
battles.  This  has  been  the  League's  strategy,  and 
thus  far  it  would  appear  to  have  been  the  right 
approach.  Our  objective  is  to  hopefully  have 
products  you  can  use  at  about  the  time  public 
acceptance  of  GMOs  occurs. 

Currently,  the  biotechnology  research 
program  in  Houma  (USDA-ARS,  SRRC, 
Sugarcane  Research  Unit)  is  being  lead  by  Dr. 
Yong-Bao  Pan,  an  ARS  Research  Plant 
Molecular  Geneticist,  in  cooperation  with  a 
multi-disciplinary  team  of  one  geneticist,  three 
agronomists,  one  plant  pathologist,  and  one 
entomologist.  Dr.  Pan  prepared  the  following 
information  about  the  program.  The 
biotechnology  program  has  the  following  specific 
objectives:  1)  to  perform  genetic  transformation 
of  sugarcane  germplasm  and  cultivars  using 
existing  or  new  constructs;  2)  to  study  the 
genomics  of  sugarcane  and  its  related  germplasm 
and  to  develop  species-specific  DNA  markers  to 
assist  in  the  conventional  breeding  program;  3) 
to  develop  DNA-based  diagnostic  protocols  for 


the  detection  and  identification  of  important 
sugarcane  diseases;  and  4)  to  identify  and  clone 
both  insect-  and  disease-resistance  genes  in 
sugarcane  germplasm.  These  research  objectives 
are  approached  through  a  series  of  carefully 
designed  and  related  research  projects  involving 
laboratory,  greenhouse,  and  field  experiments. 
Although  the  biotechnology  program  was 
initiated  only  a  few  years  ago,  a  number  of 
documented  achievements  have  been  made 
including,  1)  the  development  of  two  specific 
PCR  protocols  for  the  detection  and 
identification  of  bacterial  pathogens  causing  leaf 
scald  and  RSD;  2)  the  development  of  a  tissue 
blot-DNA  hybridization  assay  protocol  for  the 
detection  of  RSD  bacteria  in  infected  sugarcane 
stalks;  3)  the  development  of  three  species- 
specific  DNA  markers  to  assist  in  the  sugarcane 
breeding  program;  4)  the  production  of  over  500 
sugarcane  plants  that  are  potentially  genetically 
modified;  and  5)  the  deposition  of  52  DNA 
sequences  of  sugarcane  and  its  related  taxa  and 
several  DNA  sequences  of  the  leaf  scald  and 
RSD  bacteria  into  GenBank.  The  newly 
developed  DNA-based  disease  diagnostic 
methods  are  being  used  by  many  sugarcane 
industries  worldwide,  including  the  USDA 
Quarantine  Lab,  Thermotrilogy,  Corp. 
(KleenTek)  Tissue  Culture  Lab  and  Louisiana 
Sugarcane  Disease  Diagnostic  Lab  in  Baton 
Rouge,  LA,  U.  S.  Sugar  Corp.  in  Clewiston,  FL, 
Copersucar  Sugarcane  Industry  in  Brazil,  and  the 
sugarcane  industry  in  Argentina.  In  addition, 
requests  for  the  protocols  came  from  following 
countries:  Cuba,  France,  Germany,  Mauritius, 
and  South  Africa.  The  three  species-specific 
DNA  markers  have  been  used  to  help  select 
hybrids  in  the  sugarcane  basic  breeding  program. 
Ten  interspecific  hybrids,  each  possessing  the 
specific  molecular  marker,  were  selected  in  1999 
for  further  genetic  improvement  through 
backcross.  Since  last  year,  the  sugarcane 
transformation  project  has  been  running  at  a  full 
speed.  The  researchers  are  able  to  produce  a  large 
volume  of  embryogenic  sugarcane  callus  tissue. 
They  are  using  the  biolistic  gene  gun  at  USDA- 
ARS,  Southern  Regional  Research  Center  to 
continuously  transform  the  embryogenic  callus 
tissue  with  gene  constructs  offering  resistance 
to  a  particular  herbicide  or  different  strains  of 
sugarcane  mosaic  virus.  To  date,  the  ARS 


research  team  has  produced  over  500  potentially 
transformed  sugarcane  plants  and  are  conducting 
experiments  to  confirm  that  these  sugarcane 
plants  are  truly  transformed.  It  is  expected  that 
success  of  the  transformation  project  will 
produce  novel  sugarcane  germplasm  which  will 
have  a  great  impact  on  the  domestic  sugarcane 
industry. 

In  New  Orleans,  at  the  USDA/ ARS,  Southern 
Regional  Research  Center  (SRRC)  there  is  a 
sugarcane  biotechnology  program  which  is  led 
by  Dr.  Sarah  Lingle.  She  prepared  the  following 
information  about  the  program's  three 
approaches. 

1.  Determination  of  expression  of  genes  of 
sucrose  metabolism  -  how  are  the  genes 
controlled  by  development  and/or  environment? 
Specifically,  we  are  examining  expression  of 
genes  for  sucrose-phosphate  synthase,  which 
synthesizes  sucrose,  and  sucrose  synthase  and 
acid  invertase,  which  break  sucrose  down.  We 
hope  to  identify  promotors  (gene  sequences 
which  turn  genes  on)  for  these  genes,  so  that  we 
can  eventually  transform  sugarcane  and  control 
the  expression  of  these  genes.  This  may  lead  to 
sugarcane  that  ripens  earlier,  or  has  a  higher 
concentration  of  sucrose. 

2.  Identification  of  genes  expressed  in 
different  tissues.  The  goal  is  to  identify  genes 
that  can  be  placed  on  the  genetic  map  of 
sugarcane,  which  currently  only  has  markers  on 
it.  Also,  identification  of  genes  expressed  only 
in  leaves  or  only  in  stems  should  allow 
identification  of  tissue-specific  gene  promotors. 
With  such  promotors  it  should  be  possible  to 
express  inserted  genes  only  in  the  tissue  of 
interest,  and  not  in  all  tissues  as  is  currently 
practiced. 

3.  Identification  of  genes  expressed  during 
embryogenesis  in  tissue  culture.  Embryogenesis 
is  the  process  by  which  callus  cultures  are 
converted  back  into  plants.  By  understanding 
which  genes  are  involved  in  the  regulation  of 
embryogenesis,  we  hope  to  improve  the 
efficiency  of  the  regeneration  process,  a  key  part 
of  the  creation  of  transgenic  plants. 

There  is  a  smaller  amount  of  biotech  work 
being  done  at  Louisiana  State  University  but 
most  of  this  is  in  transformation  technologies. 
Nicholls  State  University  has  a  project  working 
with  several  groups  of  genes  in  an  attempt  to 
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transform  sugarcane  plants  for  several  important 
characteristics.  It  has  been  reported  that  some 
work  is  also  being  done  by  Thermotrilogy,  Corp. 
Their  work  is,  for  the  most  part,  confidential. 
Hopefully  the  industry  will  learn  more  about  this 
work  in  the  future. 

Of  all  the  efforts  in  biotech,  work  conducted 
by  Texas  A&M  for  the  benefit  of  the  Louisiana 
industry  over  the  last  several  years  has  shown 
the  most  success.  This  work  will  be  described 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin. 

TMDLs,  AN  IMPORTANT 
ENVIRONMENTAL  ISSUE 

As  part  of  the  Clean  Water  Act,  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  is  proposing 
to  include  agriculture  and  forestry  as  potential 
point  sources  of  pollution.  This  proposal  would 
revise  the  total  maximum  daily  load  (TMDL) 
regulation  which  is  the  maximum  amount  of 
pollutant  that  can  enter  a  body  of  water  and  still 
meet  water  quality  standards.  Under  the 
proposal,  agriculture  and  forestry  operations 
which  are  currently  considered  nonpoint  sources 
for  pollution  and  managed  by  an  effective 
voluntary,  incentive-based  approach  to  water 
quality  managment,  would  move  into  the  total 
maximum  daily  load  regulatory  program.  Many 
have  said  that  these  proposed  rules  are  a  direct 
attack  on  state  rights  and  private  property  rights 
and  would  adversely  affect  the  economic 
position  of  agriculture.  With  the  current  low 
price  of  sugar,  growers  cannot  afford  to  abandon 
the  effective  management  practices  currently  in 
use  for  what  would  certainly  be  increased 
production  costs. 

Meetings  have  and  will  continue  to  be  held 
on  this  important  subject.  Growers,  landlords 
and  others  should  learn  as  much  as  they  can  about 
TMDLs.  Agencies  like  the  Cooperative 
Extension  Service,  Farm  Bureau  and  the  League 
have  worked  with  state  and  federal  agencies  to 
try  to  persuade  EPA  regulators  away  from  what 
most  consider  to  be  an  ill  conceived  plan. 

CROP  REPORT 

At  the  present  time,  growers  have  made  much 
progress  in  fertilization  and  weed  control  efforts. 
The  crop  is  well  advanced  for  the  middle  of 
April.    With  the  mild  winters  experienced  for 


the  past  few  years,  there  are  leaf  diseases  which 
are  again  apparent  in  LCP  85-384.  Researchers 
are  keeping  a  close  eye  on  this  variety  since 
growers  have  planted  so  much  of  their  acreage 
with  the  seven  year  old  variety.  The  future  of 
LCP  85-384  depends  upon  growers  planting  as 
healthy  a  seed  source  as  possible.  Using  seed 
cane  which  is  as  free  of  diseases  as  possible 
lengthened  the  life  span  of  CP  65-357  and  CP 
70-321.  Older  varieties  normally  peaked  after 
only  ten  or  twelve  years.  It  is  hoped  that  LCP 
85-384  will  have  an  even  longer  life  time  since 
it  already  has  adequate  resistance  to  most 
diseases  and  appears  to  withstand  RSD  better 
than  most  varieties.  However,  it  is  known  that 
LCP  85-384  is  susceptible  to  YLS  (Yellow  leaf 
syndrome)  and  several  leaf  diseases  that  show 
up  in  small  areas  each  spring.  Researchers  will 
continue  their  inspections  to  monitor  the  status 
of  this  most  important  variety. 

VARIETIES  TO  PURCHASE 

As  growers  know,  there  are  currently  sources 
of  healthy  seed  cane  that  are  available  for 
purchase.  While  growers  will  be  looking  for 
places  to  cut  costs,  using  seed  cane  that  is 
uncertified  and  inadequately  tested  for  disease 
status  and  varietal  purity  will  not  be  the  place  to 
effectively  reduce  expenses.  Also,  it  has  been 
reported  that  growers  are  being  offered  seed  cane 
of  varieties  that  are  not  on  the  recommended 
list.  The  reason  that  certain  varieties  are  not 
recommended  is  that  researchers  feel  that  there 
is  some  aspect  or  aspects  of  a  variety  which 
could  reduce  profits  if  it  were  grown.  While 
some  growers  have  tried  to  grow  varieties  that 
were  not  on  the  recommended  list,  they  normally 
realized  in  just  a  few  years  that  the  researchers 
were  right  and  there  was  no  benefit  to  what  they 
first  thought  "looked  good".  In  many  cases,  their 
yields  were  actually  hurt  from  growing  these 
varieties.  With  low  sugar  prices,  this  is  not  the 
time  for  growers  to  be  experimenting  with 
varieties  that  scientists  have  already  found  to 
be  inferior. 

When  approached  to  purchase  seed  of 
varieties  that  are  not  on  the  recommended  list, 
do  the  wise  thing.  Tell  the  salesman  you  only 
follow  recommendations  based  on  sound 
science  and  not  someone's  profit  incentive! 


CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 
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AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT.  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)  561-7844 
FAX:  (941)  561-7855 

CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404     USA 

www.casecorp.com 
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Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 


By  Tom  SpracHey 


Spociol  Session  Wrap  Up 


The  sugar  industry  escaped  virtually 
unscathed  in  the  recent  Special  Session 
in  spite  of  several  bills  that  were  filed  to 
increase  truck  permit  fees  and  to  increase  penalties 
on  overweight  loads.  DOTD,  in  an  effort  to 
increase  its  funding,  had  several  legislators  put 
forth  their  best  effort  to  increase  said  fees  and 
penalties.  But,  they  were  stopped  short  of 
increasing  the  permit  fees,  primarily  because  of  a 
strong  defensive  effort  by  the  sugar  industry  and 
other  ag  industry  lobbyists. 

The  bottom  line  was  that  the  one  bill  that  did 
pass  (HB  91  Diez)  provides  that  those  who  do  obey 
the  law  will  not  be  negatively  impacted.  The  bill 
does  not  increase  permit  fees,  but  it  does  increase 
the  penalties  for  those  who  choose  to  overload  their 
trucks.  The  increase  in  penalties,  rather  than  permit 
fees,  thus  makes  it  easier  to  enforce  the  law  against 
overweight  trucks  while  not  penalizing  those  who 
operate  their  vehicles  with  a  legal  load. 

DOTD  will  not  be  able  to  renew  its  effort  to 
increase  permit  fees  during  the  Regular  Session 
because  that  matter  will  not  be  germane  to  the 
Session.  This  year's  Regular  Session  is  a  fiscal 
session  and  is  limited  to  those  fiscal  matters 
specifically  defined  in  the  Constitution.  Fees  are 
not  one  of  the  fiscal  items  included. 


Cane  Contractors 

is  replacing  equipment. 

Late  model  JD  7410,  Case  AAX120, 

Austoft  combines,  and  Broussard 

High  Dump  wagons  for  sale. 

337-845-5080 


Outside  of  many  local  bills,  of  interest  only  to 
those  in  a  specific  part  of  the  State,  the  only  issue 
that  was  resolved  during  the  Special  Session  was 
the  renewal  of  the  three-cent  tax  and  a  bill  that 
provides  for  the  Department  of  Economic 
Development  to  be  privatized.  That  issue  will  be 
voted  on  by  the  public.  Its  fate  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

Regular  Session 

The  Administration  and  legislative  leaders 
continue  to  work  towards  formulating  a  tax  package 
to  introduce  during  the  Regular  Session.  This 
package  will  most  likely  be  used  to  meet  the  budget 
deficit.  It  is  not  to  be  viewed  as  a  tax  reform  effort, 
which  will  likely  come  further  down  the  road.  At 
this  writing,  the  package  will  most  likely  focus  on 
"sin"  taxes  (taxes  on  alcohol,  tobacco,  and  gaming) 
and  the  elimination  of  the  federal  deduction  on 
Louisiana  income  taxes.  The  imposition  of  another 
one-half  of  full  penny  tax  on  some  or  all  items  is 
also  under  discussion.  The  other  issue  to  be 
considered  during  this  session  includes  the  state's 
Operating  and  Construction  Budgets.  Additionally, 
there  probably  will  be  some  tax  and  tax  reform 
measures  filed  independent  of  those  of  the 
Administration. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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PROWL 

3.3  EC  herbicide 


Supplemental 
Labeling 


Safe 

Proven 

Economical 


FALLOW  GROUND  PROGRAM: 

-  After  cultivation  and  beds  have  been  formed, 
apply  Prowl  3qts/acre  plus  Atrazine  or  Sencor/ 
Lexone. 

Sugarcane  beds  should  be  free  of  trash  or  clods 
at  the  time  of  application. 

-  A  shallow  incorporation  (1-2  inches)  with  a 
Lilliston-type-Lely  Roterra  set  to  cut  2  or  3 
inches  deep  is  recommended. 

-  A  minimum  interval  of  60  days  between  Prowl 
3.3EC  application  and  planting  of  sugarcane  is 
required. 

-  2  weeks  before  planting  apply  glyphosate 
(Roundup  Ultra)  or  sulfosate  (Touchdown  5)  to 
eliminate  any  weed  escapes. 
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USD  A,  Houma,  LA,  Dr.  Ed  Richard 
1999  Fallow  ground  plot 


No 

preemergence 
with  1st^ 
application 
of  Roundup 


Excellent 
weed 

control 
with  some 
nutsedge 

escapes 


PROWL  3qts./Acre  + 
Atrazine  3lbs./Acre 


USD  A,  Houma,  LA,  Dr.  Ed  Richard 
1999  Fallow  ground  plot 


Untreated 
.    Check 


PROWL  3qts./Acre  + 
Lexone  1 .5lbs./Acre 


Excellent 

weed 

control 

r  including 

w  nutsedge 

with 

Bermuda 

grass 

suppression 


17 


Benefits  of  using  Residual  Herbicides 
in  your  Fallow  Ground  program: 

•  Saves  trips  across  the  field  (Diesel  &  Labor) 

•  Maintains  moisture  in  row  from  not  cultivating 

•  Conserves  Nitrogen  in  the  soil 

•  Possible  better  plant  cane  stands 

•  Helps  eliminate  Itchgrass  seed  from  being  produced 

•  Better  weed  control  program  in  wet  weather 

•  Stops  seedling  Johnson  grass  from  forming  Rhizomes 
which  takes  only  3  weeks. 


The  combination  of  these  preemergence  and 
postemergence  herbicides  will  increase  the  control  of 
Johnson  grass,  itchgrass,  browntop  panicum,  other 
weeds  and  suppress  bermuda  grass  by  not  allowing 
root  systems  to  establish,  killing  rhizomes,  and 
reducing  weed  seed  reserves  in  the  field. 


For  questions  contact  American  Cyanamid: 
Marc  A.  Grabert  (225)  927-9331  or  Ann  Thompson  (337)  989-4277 


*always  read  and  follow  label  directions 

*  Prowl  is  a  registered  trademark  of  American  Cyanamid 

*  Sencor  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Bayer  Corp. 

*  Lexone  is  a  registered  trademark  of  DuPont 

*  AAtrax  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Novartis  Crop  Production,  Inc.,  Ag  Products 

*  Roundup  Ultra  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Monsanto  Company 

*  Touchdown  5  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Zeneca  Ag  Products 
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#*•  "CUTTING  EDGE"  WITH  QUALITY! 


Finer  cultivation  with  7"  disc  blade  spacing 
Easier  adjusting  main  gangs  (pitch,  swivel  &  height) 
Easier  adjusting  offbar  gangs  (pitch  &  swivel) 
Spring  loaded  attachment  for  middle  row 

Also  Available: 

HI-DUMP  WAGONS 

DIRECT  HAUL  WAGONS 

HIGHWAY  CANE  TRAILERS 

QUARTER  DRAIN  CLEANERS 


Consistent  cane  metering  for 
less  skips 

Extra  large  open  faced  front 
mount  drum 

Direct  drive  full  hydraulic  auto 
feed 

Low  speed/high  torque 
hydraulic  valve  system 


Get  greater  efficiency  with 

'QUALITY'S  PROVEN 

PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY' 


Give  us  a  call! 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street  •  P.O.  Box  406  •Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 
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Response  of  Sugarcane 

to  Furrow  Irrigation  in 

Louisiana 

Howard  P.  Viator 

Iberia  Research  Station 

LSU  AgCenter 

Michael  E.  Salassi  &  Lonnie  P.  Champagne 

Department  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  Agribusiness 

LSU  AgCenter 

Introduction: 

Seldom  has  a  season-long,  yield-limiting  drought  occurred  throughout  the  entire  sugarcane  region 
of  Louisiana.  In  fact,  Louisiana  sugarcane  growers  normally  cope  with  precipitation  in  excess  of 
crop  needs  in  a  normal  year.  The  emphasis  for  water  management  research  has  been  on  surface  and 
subsurface  drainage  because  of  the  state's  high-rainfall  environment.  Guides  for  furrow  irrigation 
of  sugarcane  have  been  derived  from  numerous  studies  conducted  in  semihumid  and  drier  regions, 
but  little  effort  has  been  made  to  identify  furrow  irrigation  schedules  appropriate  for  humid  conditions. 

Benefits  to  irrigation  water  supplied  in  furrows  were  found  to  be  marginal  in  previous  studies  in 
Louisiana.  USDA-ARS  personnel  at  the  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  in  Houma,  who  conducted 
irrigation  experiments  in  the  relatively  dry  years  of  1932  and  1933,  observed  no  decided  advantage 
in  favor  of  irrigation.  In  the  late  1960s,  Dr.  Ray  Ricaud  of  the  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment 
Station  evaluated  the  effects  of  fertilizers  and  irrigation  on  cane  yield  in  a  series  of  experiments. 
Multiple  comparisons  of  irrigated  and  non-irrigated  sugarcane  plots  across  several  years  and  soil 
types  revealed  only  modest  differences  in  yield.  In  all  of  these  previous  irrigation  studies,  sugarcane 
in  the  control  plots  benefitted  from  timely  rainfall.  Experimental  sites  received  from  20  to  42 
inches  of  rain  during  the  critical  April  through  September  period. 

A  study  to  measure  the  response  of  sugarcane  to  supplemental  irrigation  water  was  initiated 
during  the  spring  drought  of  1998.  In  addition,  estimates  to  cover  both  direct  and  fixed  costs  for 
supplying  each  acre-inch  of  irrigation  water  were  calculated. 

Experimental  Methods: 

The  experimental  site  was  a  Jeanerette  silt  loam  soil,  and  the  crop  was  a  first  ratoon  of  cultivar 
LCP  85-384.  Plots  of  the  two  treatments,  irrigated  and  non-irrigated  sugarcane,  consisted  of  four 
900-ft  long  rows.  An  interplot  buffer  zone  of  30  feet  was  established  to  prevent  the  permeation  of 
irrigation  water  between  irrigated  and  control  plots. 

Total  precipitation  from  the  initiation  of  the  study  in  May  to  the  early-November  harvest  of  the 
plots  was  20.8  inches  (average  precipitation  for  May-October,  based  on  area  records  for  a  25-year 
period,  totals  35  inches).  Area  wide  drought  conditions  ended  when  a  tropical  depression  delivered 
almost  6  inches  of  rain  during  a  three-day  period  beginning  on  September  10,  1998. 

Irrigation  water  was  supplied  three  times  at  approximately  one-month  intervals,  May  28-29, 
June  24-25  and  August  4-5,  1998.  Approximately  3  acre-inches  of  water  were  supplied  each 
irrigation,  for  a  total  of  approximately  9  acre-inches.  Salt  content  of  the  irrigation  water  increased 
with  tidal  movement,  necessitating  irrigating  intermittently  over  a  two-day  period  to  avoid  pumping 
water  containing  over  800  ppm  salt  (a  level  arbitrarily  chosen  to  prevent  excessive  salting  of  the 
land). 

Weekly  growth  measurements  were  recorded  from  early  June  to  late  October.  Plots  were  harvested 
with  a  two-row  soldier  harvester,  and  cane  was  delivered  to  a  commercial  mill  for  tonnage  and 
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juice  quality  measurements. 

A  budget  itemizing  costs  and  returns  was  generated  by  a  microcomputer  enterprise  budget 
generator  developed  at  Mississippi  State  University.  Although  basic  data  used  as  input  are  based 
on  information  collected  in  producer  surveys  and  research  studies,  certain  input  data  were  unique 
to  this  investigation.  Producer  share  of  sugar,  discounted  for  mill  and  landowner  shares,  was  assumed 
to  be  48%. 


Results: 


Yield  and  Juice  Quality 


Yield  levels  achieved  in  the  control  plots  are  not  indicative  of  drought-stressed  sugarcane. 
Cane  and  sugar  yields  did  not  differ  significantly  between  the  irrigated  and  non-irrigated  plots 
(Table  1). 


Table  1 .  The  influence  of  irrigation  water  on  sugarcane  yield  and  juice  quality. 

Irrigation  treatment 

Yields  of 
Sugar                             Cane 
pounds/acre                      tons/acre 

CRS 

pounds/ton 

Irrigated 

6,449 

32.1 

201 

Control 

6,228 

32.7 

190 

LSD  0.05 

NS 

NS 

NS 

Treatment  means  are  not  significantly  different  (NS)  at  the  5%  level  of  probability. 

Estimated  Irrigation  Cost 
For  each  hour  of  pump  operation,  direct  (repair,  maintenance  and  fuel)  and  fixed  (investment 
interest  and  depreciation)  costs  were  estimated  to  be  $1.34  and  $2.12,  respectively.  Total  cost  to 
supply  each  acre-inch  of  irrigation  water  was  $2.44,  requiring  11.6  pounds/acre  of  sugar  to  cover 
costs  using  a  value  of  $0.21  per  pound  of  sugar.  The  amount  of  sugar  needed  by  the  producer  to 
cover  the  cost  of  each  acre-inch  of  irrigation  water  totaled  24.2  pounds/acre,  after  subtraction  of 
52%  of  the  gross  for  the  mill  and  landowner. 


Possible  Reasons  for  the  Failure  of  Sugarcane  to  Respond  to  Furrow  Irrigation: 

It  is  puzzling  that  sugarcane  in  this  experiment  and  in  the  previous  irrigation  studies  mentioned 
in  the  introduction  did  not  respond  favorably  to  furrow  irrigation.  Possible  explanations  include  a) 
the  availability  of  adequate  soil  moisture,  b)  inefficient  water  application  and  c)  compensatory 
growth  caused  by  the  availability  of  moisture  later  in  the  growing  season. 

Of  the  three  basic  irrigation  methods,  furrow,  overhead  and  trickle,  the  furrow  application  method 
is  the  least  efficient,  with  efficiency  normally  ranging  from  50  to  70%.  In  this  experiment  the  non- 
continuous  flow  during  each  two-day  irrigation  period,  which  was  required  to  avoid  salting  of  the 
land,  did  not  allow  for  optimization  of  application  depth.  Saturation  of  the  entire  row  profile  was 
not  achieved  with  any  of  the  three  irrigations.  This  probably  exacerbated  the  already  poor  water- 
use  efficiency  inherent  in  furrow  systems.  Certain  design  specifications  for  furrow  irrigation  systems 
must  be  adhered  to  for  optimum  water  utilization.  Attention  must  be  given  to  basic  engineering 
principles  of  furrow  irrigation  design  to  control  inflow  rate,  application  depth,  and  surface  runoff. 
Conjecture  that  cane  growth  compensated  with  the  availability  of  tropical  moisture  in  September 
does  not  appear  warranted.  The  sharp  increase  in  soil  moisture  caused  by  the  tropical  rains  did  not 
appear  to  be  accompanied  by  a  proportionate  acceleration  in  growth.  Growth  in  the  control  plots 
after  the  tropical  rains  averaged  3.5  inches  a  week  for  a  two-week  period,  which  compares  favorably 
to  the  long-term  average  of  3.6  inches  per  week  for  the  same  two-week  period  compiled  by  the 
USD  A  for  CP  65-357  over  a  10-year  period. 

Another  explanation  for  the  control  plot  yields  being  equivalent  to  the  irrigated  plot  yields  in 
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this  study  may  have  been  the  availability  of  subsoil  moisture.  Prior  to  the  drought  the  experimental 
site  received  approximately  30  inches  of  rain  from  January  through  April.  It  is  plausible  that  much 
of  this  abundance  of  soil  moisture  could  have  been  stored  deep  in  the  silt  loam  soil  for  later  exploitation 
by  sugarcane  roots,  because  cane  roots  have  been  observed  to  penetrate  to  a  soil  depth  of  more  than 
6  feet. 

A  number  of  growers  irrigated  drought-stressed  cane  in  1998,  especially  on  clay  soil.  Studies 
have  demonstrated  that  dry  soil  conditions  depress  growth  and  yields  of  cane  more  on  clay  than  on 
loam-type  soils,  principally  because  of  less  extensive  root  development  on  clay  soils.  The  drought- 
stressed  cane  on  clay  soils  unquestionably  benefitted  from  the  September  1998  rains  associated 
with  Tropical  Storm  Frances.  Compensatory  growth  and  delayed  maturity  were  evident  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Cane  Belt. 

The  uncertainty  of  getting  a  response  to  irrigation,  as  demonstrated  by  this  and  previous  attempts 
in  Louisiana  to  measure  the  effects  of  supplemental  irrigation  water  on  sugarcane  production,  points 
to  the  challenge  confronting  growers  who  choose  to  invest  in  irrigation  equipment  for  use  in  humid 
climates.  There  obviously  remains  a  need  to  determine  more  accurately  the  guidelines  for  maximizing 
the  yield  response  to  furrow  irrigation  across  soil-textural  class  in  Louisiana's  high-rainfall 
environment. 
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Second  Annual  Sweet  Sticks  &olf  Social 

Squirrel  l^un  &oli  Course 
New  Iberia,  LA 

June  1 1000 


WmM 


Winners  -from  the  1999  Sweet  Sticks  Golf  Social  are  Alan  3arbera. 
Chris  Mattingly.  3rian  Hymel  and  David  Sanchez 


For  information  contact: 

Sweet  Sticks  G"olf Social  co 

-organizers 

Herbert  "D>reaux 

(50H)  531-35H1 

"Daniels  Duplantis. 

Jr 

(50H)  537-3533 

Wallace  Sllender. 

III 

(50H)  59H-H8H1 

Dean  Oravois 

(115)  165-H38H 

Dean  Martin 

(50H)  W6-9H50 

David  Sanchez. 

(115)  5H5 -3110 

Donald  Segura 

(331)  36H-1913 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CL 


CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting r\\    Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 


Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(225)  473-7927  (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about 

Case  Credit  ■  CASE  CREDI) 

financing 
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BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 

High  Dump  Wagons 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 

Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 


Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (337)  845-5080 


CLASSIFIEDS    -    FOR   SALE 


(2)  7  1/2  ton  Cameco  High  Dump  Wagons  - 
$1 5,000  each;  (2)  Chop  Cane  trailers  -  $1 8,800 
each;  1988  Int'l  Truck -$9,500;  1 990 1 nt' I  Truck 
-  $14,000;  John  Blue  High  Boy  Spray  Rig  - 
$3,000;  (2)  Auto  Planters  -  $3,500  each;  3-row 
Opener  with  disc  -  $1 ,000;  3-row  Covering 
Tool  -  $3,000;  Folding  Thompson  3-row  - 
$2,000;  Row  Maker  -  $1 ,000;  2-Tandum  Whole 
Stalk  Wagons  -  $2,500  each;  Woods  S105  - 
$650.  Call  Johnny  McCollum  at  (504)  446-01 36. 

1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD 
engine  and  front  wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  1990 
Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $17,000. 
Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (337)  365-0014. 

JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD  7400  Hi-Crop 
MFWD  w/low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900  hours; 
Int'l  1086  Hi-Crop  w/tank  &  rack;  1993  Cameco 
CHT  2500  Chopper  Harvester.  Call  (225)  937- 
0846  (day)  or  (225)  627-9577  (evenings  -  6pm- 
9pm),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 


1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  &  air  - 

$60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel  drive  cane  cutter, 

cab  &  air,  excellent  condition  -  $45,000;  J  &  L 
4-wheel  Drive  Field  Loader,  cab  &  air  - 
$10,000;  Drott  40  Excavator,  rubber  tires,  4- 
wheel  drive,  cane  grab  &  bucket  -  $20,000.  Call 
Jimmy  Jarreau  at  (225)  637-4873. 

1996  2-row  La  Cane  Tiger  Loader,  2000  hrs., 
excellent  condition  -  $58,000;  20  -  New  16.9x28 
R1 W  tires;  20  -  New  16.9x30  R1W  tires 

$495  each.  Call  (337)  879-7932  (W)  leave 
message. 

3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row  Harvester. 

Call  Roland  Bourgeois,  Vacherie  at  (225)  265- 
4452  (leave  a  message). 

1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 
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CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


18-4-38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new  trans  & 
engine  overhauled  in  '97  -  $14,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type 
Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with  gauge  wheels  and 
cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance  1 981 ; 
1  front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal.  tank  - 
$100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17'  -  $2,000; 
Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250; 
Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  -  $75;  Int'l 
3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one-row  shavers 
-  best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre  at  (337)  229- 
6932. 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain  pilar  and 
backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with  60  ton 
Army  Hitches,  extra  wheels  and  hubs;  18- 
Wheeler  quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell  Judice  at  (337) 
394-4727. 

•  Family  Farm  equipment:  1 997  2-row  Broussard 
Harvester,  cab/air,  extended  front  end, 
extended  piling  gate,  JD  power.  1993  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended  front 
end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power.  Both  ready 
and  repaired.  6  sets  Direct  Haul  Chain  Net 
Wagons,  1 3.6  x  24  grader  tires.  Call  (337)  365- 
5036  night  or  day  or  (337)  373-7791  and  ask 
for  Thomas. 

•  (2)  7-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane  Carts  - 
$12,000  each;  (4)  10-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump 

Cane  Carts  -  $16,000  each;  Call  (318)  876- 
3477. 

•  1994  JD  7800  Cab/Air  -  4,000  hrs.  -  $43,000: 
1980  Thompson  Single  Row  -  Runs,  needs 
work  -  make  offer.  Looking  for  old  single-row 
sub  soiler.  Call  Golden  Ranch  Plantation  (504) 
532-5221. 

•  1 992  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester,  cab 

&  air  with  extended  gate  and  front  end  to 
accommodate  4-rows  in  one,  gathering  arms 
have  been  extended.  Front  wheel  pull. 
Excellent  Condition  -  $42,000.  Call  (337)  276- 
4547  office,  (337)  276-4778  home,  or  (337)  276- 
7070  shop. 

•  2  new  (never  used)  10  ton  Hydraulic  High 
Dump  Combine  Wagons.  Australian  design 
with  30"  tires  and  trunnion  axles  -  $21 ,000  each. 
Contact  Daniel  @  (337)  364-5885,  Keith  @ 
(337)  365-0800,  or  Ricky  @  (337)  364-9769  with 
Gonsoulin  Farms. 


•  4020  Cameco  Loader  -  $5,500;  JD  4250  Hi- 
Clear,  cab  &  air  -  $1 7,000;  JD  4850,  cab  &  air  - 
$21,000;  Thompson  3-row  w/off-bar  & 
extension  -  $2,500;  Thompson  3-row  Plane  - 
$1 ,700;  3-row  Closing  Tool  -  $4,500;  3-row 
Opening  Tool  -  $2,500.  Call  Loup  Farms  at 
(225)  627-  5997  home  or  (225)  938-3985 
mobile. 

•  (3)  7130  Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  7120 
Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  2-row  Broussard 
Harvester  -  one  of  last  4  built;  2-row  Broussard 
Loader  -  reworked  from  grab  to  swing  cylinders 
w/new  drive  pump;  (2)  Low  Clear  1 086  -  2  High 
Clear  3688  Int'l;  High  Clear  1086  -  1066'S- 
806/856  Int'l  Tractors;  5120  Maxium  -  2,400 
hours;  5220  Maxium,  1 985  house  w/air  &  2  year 
warranty  remaining;  Broussard  Loader  w/ 
ditcher  bucket  (5)  Auto  Drum  Cane  Planters: 
Wide  Hand  Planter  -  like  new;  Hooded 
Sprayer  (Red  Ball);  (2)  Lilleston  3-row; 
Midland  Scoop  (6  yard);  4-row  2-row 
Chopper  w/busters  (layby).  Call  Larry  Battaglic 
at  (337)  828-1 1 88  or  Joey  Battaglia  at  (337)  828- 
1710. 

•  JD  Model  4955  -  $25,000;  Case  Model  5140 
FWD  -  $1 6,700;  Case  IH  Model  659 ITH  power 
unit,  180  hrs.  -  $8,500;  Ingersol  Dresser  Model 
14  well  head  -  $11,000;  1999  Hearnfe 
Automatic  Cane  Planter  w/running  gear  ': 
$1 5,000;  Thomson  3-row  Cultivator  w/off  bars  | 
-  $2,250;  Laurent  Covering  Tool  -  $3,200; 
Shop  Made  Land  Leveler  -  $800;  Shop  Made 
Spray  Rig  Boomer  -  $450;  Shop  Made  Row 
Opener  -  $1,200;  Huval  Ditcher  -  $500;  21  ft. 
Amco  Disc  -  $2,750;  Rhino  Grader  Blade 
Model  1400  -  $750.  Call  Gary  Lavergne  @ 
(337)  945-  7988  or  (337)  942-5370. 

•  (2)  Louviere  Automatic  Planters,  front  drum, 
with  running  gear  -  $16,000  each;  La  Cane 
Covering  Tool  w/new  Thimet  boxes  -  $5,000; 
(4)  Planters  Aids,  8ft.  wide  -  $3,000  each.  Call 
Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988  or  (337)  942- 
5370. 


WANTED  -  Whole  Stalk  Trailers  in  Good 
Condition.  Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945- 
7988  or  (337)  942-5370. 

WANTED  -  Billet  Grabs  for  transloader. 
Contact  Vic  Bellelo  at  (225)  625-2832  or  e-mail 
@  vicandpearl@hotmail.com. 
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INTRODUCING!!! 


SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 

•  Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs) 

•  48  ft.  x  102  in.  (Two  23  ft.  baskets) 
•  Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

•  3056  cu.  ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

•  Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

•  Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 
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iking 

trailers    mam 

803  W.  Seale  Street     Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
1-800-562-0730 


Distributed  by: 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 

1-800-542-9940 


REAL  POWER.  REAL  CHOICE. 
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One  touch  of  TOUCHDOWN®  herbicides  patented 

active  ingredient,  sulfosate  (glyphosate-trimesium), 

quickly  penetrates   even   the   toughest  grasses   and 

broadleaf  weeds.   Then  it  moves  down  to  the  roots 

for  all  the  annual  and  perennial  weed  control  power 

you'll  need.  TOUCHDOWN  is  great  for  controlling 

tough  weeds  like  bermudagrass  in  your  fallow  sugar  cane  as  well  as 

weeds  in  noncrop  farm  areas,  such  as  in  ditches.  TOUCHDOWN  is 

your  real  choice  for  real  powerful  systemic  burndown.     For  more 

information,  see  your  retailer,  call  our  hotline  at  800-759-2500  or  visit 

our  web  site  at  zenecaagproducts.com. 


TOUCHDOWN 


ZENECA 

Ag  Products 


THE  POWER.  THE  CHOICE. 


©2000  Zeneca  Ag  Products  Inc.  TOUCHDOWN*  is  a  registered  trademark  of  a  Zeneca 
company.  Farm  Safely.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
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BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 


Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 

High  Dump  Wagons 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 

Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 


Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (337)  845-5080 


1,000  acres.  12-hour  days.  4  seasons* 


One  bank. 

Seasons  change.  The  weather's  unpredictable.  Through  it  all,  there's  one  constant  on  which 
farmers,  both  large  and  small,  know  they  can  rely:  the  Land  Bank. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  rolling  up  our  sleeves  and  helping  farmers  just  like  you. 
We're  locally  owned  and  operated,  and  ready  to  lend  you  a  financial  hand.  Whether  you're 
looking  to  buy  more  land,  update  equipment,  or  even  refinance  existing  debt. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  for  your  money  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  your  business  grow. 


LAND BANK 


Part  of  the  fabric  of  rural  life. 


FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION,  FLCA 

1-877-648-LAND 

Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply  for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve,  or  refinance.  f=> 

You  can  also  visit  us  at  www.louisianalandbank.com.  LrN°" 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE    LEAGUE 


By  Charlie  AVeldncon 


Stuffed  Abolasses  and  Surplus  Sugar 


The  past  several  weeks  have  really  been 
hectic  as  an  effort  was  put  forward  to  get 
legislation  to  fix  "stuffed  molasses." 
And,  at  the  same  time,  an  equal  effort  to  get 
surplus  sugar  out  of  the  market.  Well,  we  were 
not  successful  with  the  first  effort  of  getting  a 
fix,  legislatively,  on  the  molasses,  but  the  USDA 
did  announce  the  purchase  of  sugar. 
As  it  regards  "stuffed  molasses,"  Senator  John 
Breaux  has  been  ardent  in  his  efforts.  He  got 
down  to  the  wire  when  a  ruling  by  the  Committee 
Chair  disqualified  his  amendment  (see 
Washington  Update).  He  has  not  given  up.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  he  appears  to  be  more  resolved  to 
fix  the  sugar  leakage  problem  more  than  ever.  I 
guess  it's  just  like  any  good  tennis  player  (and 
John  Breaux  is  one)  who  lost  the  first  set  of  his 
match.  It  only  makes  him  more  determined  to 
win  the  second  set  which  then  set  up  for  the  match 
victory.  As  I've  said  in  the  past,  it  ain't  over  'til 
the  fat  lady  sings.  So,  bear  with  us.  It's  a  process 
and  the  process  isn't  over. 

On  the  other  issue,  that  of  surplus  sugar  off 
the  market.  I,  again  suggest  that  you  can  thank 
Senator  Breaux  who  was  aided  by  Senator  Mary 
Landrieu,  Chris  John  and  a  host  of  other  sugar 
state  and  friendly  legislators.  There  was  not  a 
stone  unturned  in  accomplishing  this  task  which 
encountered  much  opposition  from  the  usual 
sugar  opponents.  But,  this  time,  thrown  into  the 
mix,  were  people/companies  which  normally  are 
not  involved  ...  at  least  not  to  this  date.  Maybe 
I  smell  a  rat.  Might  be  that  some  people  were 
given  some  false  information.  I  always  try  to  err 
on  the  positive  side.  Therefore,  I  wish  to  think 


that  someone  may  have  intentionally  misled  these 
two  groups.  Since  there  will  be  lots  of 
opportunities  for  reconciliation  in  the  near  future, 
I  will  withhold  my  final  judgement  at  this  time. 

In  the  mean  time  ...  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  announced  (  May  11  )  the  removal 
of  150,000  tons  of  sugar  off  of  the  market  with 
the  stipulation  that  more  would  be  removed  in 
time  as  the  need  warranted.  Well,  we  had  seen  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  #  14s  over  the  past  several 
weeks  in  anticipation  of  the  announcement.  Then 
when  the  announcement  finally  occurred,  the 
price  went  down.  Speculation  on  the  issue  ranged 
from  "it  was  a  non-event  and  the  price  had  risen 
in  anticipation  of  the  announcement  over  the  past 
several  weeks"  ...  to,  "the  market  realized  that 
the  Department  had  no  idea  as  to  what  it  would 
do  with  the  sugar."  So,  the  feeling  may  have  been 
that  this  sugar  had  not  really  been  removed  from 
the  market.  It  was  still  hanging  over  it  and  until 
the  Department  announced  the  details  of  how 
the  entire  purchase(s)  would  work,  and  maybe 
more  importantly,  where  the  sugar  would  go,  we 
may  not  see  the  price  moving  upward.  It  is 
realized  that  more  sugar  has  to  come  off  of  the 
market  before  a  real  effect  on  the  price  is  felt . . . 
but,  we  surely  look  forward  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  continuing  the  process.  Let's  hope 
for  the  best. 

Also,  a  letter  or  an  e-mail  to  Secretary 
Glickman  to  thank  him  for  his  actions  on  this 
matter  is  in  order.  When  the  process  is  completed, 
things  will  get  better.  As  that  old  Cajun  (  faux  ) 
Justin  Wilson  says,  "I  gare-on-tee!" 
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Secretary  Dan  Glickman  addresses  is: 
The  Honorable  Dan  Glickman 
Secretary,  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
14th  St.,  &  Independence  Ave.,  SW 
Washington,  D.C.  20250 
e-mail  address:  agsec@usda.gov 

INDUSTRY  STUDY 

As  mentioned  on  many  occasions  in  the  past 
month,  the  Landell  Mills  Study  is  complete.  A 
presentation  was  made  to  the  Board,  grower 
members,  and  processors  at  the  April  meeting  of 
the  League.  The  study  examined  the  Louisiana 
industry,  as  well  as  options  available  to  it  in  terms 


of  vertical  integration.  It  also  points  out  some  of 
our  (Louisiana  )  industry's  strengths  and  its 
weaknesses.  It  is  the  intentions  of  this  writer, 
with  approval  of  the  Board,  to  send  out  those 
portions  of  the  executive  summary  that  dealt  with 
the  industry  itself.  There  are  elements  of  the  study 
that  have  information  and  data  that  are  of  a 
proprietary  nature.  Those  elements  of  the  report 
will  require  full  members  to  sign  a  confidentiality 
agreement  in  order  to  review  the  full  report  at  the 
League's  office  in  Thibodaux.  Should  any 
member  have  any  questions  concerning  the  study 
that  I  can  answer,  please  feel  free  to  contact  me. 


HEARNE   CANE    PLANTERS 


SIMPLE 


-ROW  PLANTER 

Patent  #5,469,791 


Fully  Automatic 


RUGGED 


RELIABLE 


•  All  Hydraulic 


T  X  25'  Carrying    g 
Capacity 


% 


15  Acres  Per  Day       MMMW   "  W 
Proven    - 

•  Stainless  Steel 
Hoppers 


-ROW  BILLET  PLANTER 

Patent  #5.469.791 


••...  the  Hearne  3-Row  Billet 
Planter  paid  for  itself  the  first  year 
in  labor  costs  alone!  It  was  the 
most  stress  free  planting  season 
we've  ever  had  and  this  spring,  we 
had  excellent  stands  of  plant  cane. 
-    L.B.   Maringouin,  LA    •• 


NOW 
^AVAILABLEN 

\1   planting  rates 
>\  up  to  SO  acres 
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Call  today  for  a 
free  video! 


HEARNE    CONSULTING  INC. 
337/942/8180    2440  POWERS  AVE.  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 


WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


By  Don  Wallace 


U5DA  Announces  Plan  to  Purchase  Sugar 


U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA) 
Secretary  Dan  Glickman  has  announced 
the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
(CCC)  will  purchase  approximately  150,000  tons 
of  sugar  to  reduce  the  cost  of  expected  sugar 
program  loan  forfeitures,  support  sugar  growers, 
and  help  stabilize  low  market  prices.  At  least  75% 
of  the  sugar  purchased  will  be  refined. 

In  a  press  release  announcing  the  purchase, 
Glickman  indicated  the  USDA  expected  to  save 
"as  much  as  $6  million  in  administrative  costs 
that  the  government  might  otherwise  incur  from 
expected  loan  forfeitures  later  this  summer."  The 
Food  Security  Act  of  1985  authorizes  the  CCC 
to  make  the  purchase  under  a  cost  reduction 
option.  The  CCC  will  store  the  sugar  and  will 
not  sell  it  back  into  a  depressed  domestic  sugar 
market. 

Glickman  noted  that  domestic  sugar  prices 
have  fallen  25%  over  the  past  year,  due  to 
excessive  supplies.  He  attributed  this 
"oversupply"  to  several  factors,  including  "good 
weather,  productivity  improvements,  expanded 
plantings,  and  increased  imports  of  sugar  from 
other  countries." 

However,  Glickman  challenged  the  sugar 
industry  to  reform  its  program,  characterizing  the 
purchase  as  a  short-term  action.  "We  expect  the 
sugar  industry  to  rapidly  develop  conservation 
and  production  options  that  can  form  the  basis  of 
a  sustainable  sugar  policy.  Simply  relying  on 
continued  government  purchases  over  the  longer 
term  is  neither  feasible  nor  realistic."  Glickman 
also  pointed  to  the  USDA's  Conservation  Reserve 
Program  as  a  resource,  urging  growers  and 
processors  to  voluntarily  increase  their 
participation.  "Enrollment  would  not  only  help 


the  industry  but  improve  environmental  quality 
for  all  Americans,"  he  added. 

May  WASDE  Predicts  Lower  Sugar  Production 

The  USDA  has  released  its  May  report  of  the 
World  Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand 
Estimates  (WASDE),  predicting  a  slight  decline 
in  overall  domestic  sugar  production  for  fiscal 
year  2000/2001.  Total  cane  and  beet  production 
for  next  year  should  fall  to  9.023  million  short 
tons,  raw  value.  Current  fiscal  year  production 
is  estimated  at  9.080  million  tons. 

The  expected  decline  is  attributed  entirely  to 
lower  beet  production,  which  should  fall  5.1%, 
to  4.7  million  tons.  Beet  sugar  yield,  based  on 
trend,  should  be  3. 1  tons  per  acre,  down  from  this 
year's  estimate  of  3.24  tons  per  acre.  Also, 
projected  total  area  excludes  a  portion  of 
California's  spring  2001  harvest,  since  two  local 
processing  facilities  are  not  scheduled  to  operate. 

Cane  production  should  increase  next  year  to 
4.323  million  tons,  up  4.7%  from  this  year's 
estimate  of  4. 1 30  million  tons.  The  projection  is 
based  on  expected  area  harvested,  trend  yields 
and  on  sugar  recovery  rates.  Louisiana's 
production,  next  year  (2000-01)  is  estimated  to 
reach  1.720  million  tons. 

Non-quota  imports  should  be  448,000  tons. 
This  projection  includes  8,000  tons  of  high-tier 
tariff  entries,  300,000  tons  under  the  re-export 
programs,  125,000  tons  of  stuffed  molasses,  and 
15,000  tons  for  polyhydric  alcohol.  Deliveries, 
based  on  trend,  should  be  up  1.3%,  to  10.385 
million  tons. 

May  estimates  of  current  fiscal  year  production 
and  use  are  only  slightly  changed  from  last  month. 
The  estimated  end-of-the-season  stocks-to-use 


ratio  is  18.8%,  down  from  last  month's  19.0%. 

Congress  Approves  CBI/Africa  Trade  Bill, 
Leaves  Out  Stuffed  Molasses 

After  weeks  of  intense,  behind-the-scene 
negotiations,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House  have 
approved  a  measure  to  expand  trade  with 
Caribbean  and  sub-Sahara  African  nations. 
Although,  as  the  Sugar  Bulletin  goes  to  press, 
President  Clinton  had  not  yet  signed  the  trade 
package  into  law.  He  is  expected  to  do  so  soon. 

The  measure,  now  known  as  the  Trade  and 
Development  Act  of  2000,  had  been  the  subject 
of  an  unusually  protracted  debate  between  a 
diverse  group  of  interests  on  both  sides  of  Capitol 
Hill.  The  measure  was  first  introduced  as  a  bill 
encouraging  trade  with  African  nations  more  than 
a  year  ago.  The  House  passed  a  final  version  of 
that  bill  last  summer,  and  sent  it  to  the  Senate  for 
consideration.  The  Senate  added  language 
regarding  trade  with  member  countries  of  the 
Caribbean  Basin  Initiative  (CBI),  and  approved 
this  bill  in  November,  just  before  Congress  ended 
the  1999  session. 

Disagreements  over  the  various  provisions, 
particularly  those  affecting  trade  in  textiles, 
delayed  conference  action  on  the  bill  for  the  first 


four  months  of  2000.  During  this  period,  dozens 
of  amendments  were  offered  that  addressed  a 
wide  range  of  issues.  Senator  John  Breaux  (D- 
LA)  sought  an  amendment  to  classify  stuffed 
molasses  imports  so  that  they  would  be  counted 
within  the  tariff-rate  quota  on  sugar.  Senator 
Breaux  and  his  staff,  with  the  assistance  of  other 
sugar-state  legislators  and  their  staffs,  worked 
hard  to  secure  the  support  of  important  and 
relevant  members.  Weeks  passed,  and 
negotiations  between  Senate  and  House  leaders 
over  the  differing  versions,  including  the  many 
amendments,  pushed  on  into  the  spring.  F„ 
discussions  neared  resolution,  it  appeared  that 
Senator  Breaux 's  amendment  would  be  included 
in  the  trade  package.  However,  in  early  May,  a 
compromise  was  reached  that  would  allow 
passage  of  the  main  body  of  the  trade  package, 
only,  excluding  most  amendments  that  were 
beyond  the  scope  of  the  original  bill.  Senator 
Breaux's  amendment  was  caught  in  this  general, 
categorical  exclusion.  A  conference  committee 
quickly  approved  the  compromise  package, 
which,  in  turn,  was  quickly  passed  by  large 
margins  in  both  chambers. 


You're  First  at  First  South  PCA 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions 

are  important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(504)  446-9450 


Michele  Simoneaux 

Thibodaux 


Donna  Booty 

Thibodaux 


THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CLl 


CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting  \\    Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 


Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(225)  473-7927  (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    L 

Case  Credit  ■  CASE  CREDIT 

financing 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia' s  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.3" 


©  1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.     Member  FDIC.    www.hiberniabank.com 
10 


Galyean  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 


M 


Wilm^ 
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Offering  "over  the  top  or  "off  the  floor  dumping 
action,  sales  of  new  equipment  with  leasing  options 


available, 


::KO-f''i.;:?--<,'v>^>"^ 


Galyean  Equipment  Co. 
welcomes  the  opportunity 
to  custom  manufacture  all 

types  of  agricultural 

equipment  to  fit  the  needs 

of  your  operation. 

HENDERSON,  TX  75653    (800)  230-0924  ♦ 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 


wmm 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT.  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)561-7844 
FAX:  (941)  561-7855 

CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404     USA 

www.casecorp.com 


DON'T  JUST  DO  IT,  DO  IT  RIGHT! 


The  newly  designed  Quality  Hi-Dump  Wagon  provides  greater  performance 
and  reliability.  There's  less  stress  on  the  chassis,  basket  and  hydraulic  system. 
It's  a  better  balanced  wagon  when  running  in  tough  conditions  in  the  field  and 
more  stable  with  cleaner  hi  dumping  into  the  highway  trailer.  The  trunion  mounted 
tilt  cylinders  work  fantastic.  DON'T  MISS  OUT  ON  THIS  ONE! 


LOW  PROFILE  BILLET  CANE  TRAILER 


It's  the  safest,  most  stable  and  reliable  sugarcane  trailer  on  the  roads  today. 
The  unique  design  eliminates  the  need  to  pile  cane  over  the  top  to  get  a  full  load. 
Not  only  do  these  trailers  get  loaded  faster  and  easier,  they  also  handle  alot 
better  in  the  field,  on  the  highway,  and  around  the  mill. 

EXPERIENCE  THE  DIFFERENCE! 
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The  Best  Sugarcane  Planter  in  the  World! 


CANE 
PLANTER 
WAGONS 


"The  Quality  Planter  Wagon  has  a  more  uniform  and  even  flow  of  cane 
than  any  of  the  other  wagons  we  have  seen  or  had  the  chance  to  use" 

Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  LA 


DO  A  BETTER  JOB  FOR  LAYBY! 

Finer  cultivation  (7"  disc  blade  spacing) 


HI-LO  3-ROW  CULTIVATORS 


r 


.1 


Mi 


Easier  adjusting  main  gangs 
(pitch,  swivel  &  height) 

Easier  adjusting  offbar  gangs 
(pitch  &  swivel) 

Spring  loaded  attachment  for  middle  row 


Get  greater  efficiency  with 

"QUALITY'S  PROVEN 

PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY" 


UCiiihf, 


Give  us  a  call! 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street  •  P.O.  Box  406  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


"Other  Agricultural  Products  Available" 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 
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FARM,    NOTES 


By  Or.  Charley  Richard 


YlKane,  This  Year's  Contact  Committee  -  Akore  €m 

Biotechnology  Research  -  Crop  Report  -  Field 

Days  £r  Burn  Certification  Meetings 


The  League's  Annual  Contact  Committee 
will  be  held  at  9:00  am  on  Wednesday, 
June  28,  2000.  We  have  borrowed  a  title 
used  in  meetings  for  other  commodities  and  have 
adapted  it  to  sugarcane-Y2Kane.  It  is  a  bit  corny 
but  describes  what  the  contact  committee  for  this 
year  will  focus.  Efficient  cane  production  in  the 
year  2000.  With  a  lower  than  desired  sugar  price, 
it  becomes  extremely  important  that  this  industry 
do  all  it  can  to  practice  all  aspects  of  efficiency 
in  production  of  sugarcane  and  processing  of  raw 
sugar.  Everyone  realizes  that  the  percentage  of 
billet  cane  deliveries  has  risen  from  none  to  over 
75%  in  less  than  10  years.  This  has  been  a  very 
rapid  transition  from  whole  stalk  to  billets  and 
not  all  factories  have  been  able  to  adjust  as  rapidly 
as  others  to  this  changing  cane  supply.  However, 
one  factor  that  many  have  now  come  to  realize  is 
the  significance  of  the  freshness  of  billet  cane. 
While  the  League  has  always  preached  the 
delivery  of  clean  fresh  cane,  this  practice  is 
certainly  evident  with  the  new  cane  supply  and 
is  crucial  to  the  future  of  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry. 

The  Contact  Committee  will  address  items 
such  as  the  quality  of  green  versus  burned  cane 
deliveries,  the  effect  of  trash  (leaves  and  mud) 
and  deterioration  on  cane  quality  and  potential 
profits,  reducing  the  impact  of  smoke  and  ash  on 
the  public  during  cane  burning,  trash  mat 
management  to  improve  stubble  crop  culture, 
reducing  sugar  losses  in  billet  cane  washing,  and 
an  update  on  legislative  issues  to  correct  the 
current  low  price  situation.  The  final  agenda  is 
being  prepared  as  this  article  is  being  written  and 
will  be  available  at  the  meeting. 
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In  an  effort  to  make  the  location  of  this  year's 
contact  committee  more  convenient  for  the  entire 
industry,  it  is  being  planned  for  the  Bayou  Vista 
Community  Center,  1333  Belle  View  Street  in 
Bayou  Vista  (near  Morgan  City).  To  get  there, 
turn  off  US  90  on  Southeast  Boulevard  (between 
Rite  Aid  and  Chabills  at  the  traffic  signal).  From 
Southeast  Blvd.,  turn  right  on  Belleview  Street 
and  the  community  center  is  on  the  left.  This 
location  is  being  used  because  it  is  centered 
between  the  western  and  eastern  portions  of  the 
cane  belt  and  should  allow  for  more  growers  and 
processors  to  attend  the  meeting.  Of  course, 
everyone  in  the  industry  is  invited  and 
encouraged  to  attend  as  the  subject  matter  is 
important  to  the  economic  future  of  this  industry. 

A  lunch  is  being  served  after  the  meeting.  You 
are  requested  to  call  the  League  Office  and  RS VP 
so  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  food  can  be 
prepared.  Also,  the  monthly  meeting  of  the 
League's  Board  of  Directors  will  follow  the  lunch 
and  all  are  encouraged  to  stay  for  that  meeting  in 
the  afternoon.  We  hope  to  have  a  good  attendance 
at  Y2Kane,  so  mark  your  calendars  and  plan  to 
come  to  the  meeting  and,  more  importantly,  plan 
to  participate  in  the  discussions  that  will  impact 
your  future. 

MORE  ON  BIOTECHNOLOGY  RESEARCH 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin,  work  in 
the  area  of  biotechnology,  primarily  at  USD  A  in 
Houma  and  New  Orleans,  was  discussed.  The 
League  is  also  funding  some  work  at  other 
facilities  as  well.  One  of  these  is  at  Nicholls  State 
University  where  Dr.  Tim  Beary  is  attempting  to 
transform  (genetically  engineer)  sugarcane  plants 


using  genes  that  could  offer  resistance  to  diseases, 
breakdown  from  bacteria  (dextran),  the  sugarcane 
borer,  and  to  herbicides.  To  date,  no  genetically 
modified  organisms  GMOs  have  been  produced 
at  NSU,  but  work  is  continuing. 

The  most  advanced  work  has  come  from 
projects  funded  at  Texas  A&M  in  Weslaco,  Texas. 
Drs.  Jim  Irvine  and  Maria  Gallo-Meagher  worked 
on  transforming  sugarcane  plants  for  resistance 
to  the  herbicide  bialaphos.  They  produced 
hundreds  of  genetically  modified  plants  which 
have  been  sprayed  with  the  chemical  and  have 
shown  no  symptoms  of  herbicidal  activity. 
Control  plants  (without  the  transformed  genes) 
were  killed  immediately  after  spraying.  Plants 
with  the  transformed  genes  were  sprayed  with 
high  rates  of  the  chemical  without  displaying  any 
effect  of  the  herbicide.  This  work  was  done  as  a 
test  case  to  see  if  transformation  could  be 
accomplished  in  sugarcane  and  was  undertaken 
with  a  variety  of  no  economic  importance  to 
Louisiana,  but  one  that  the  researchers  there  had 
plenty  of  experience  with  tissue  culture.  Tissue 
culture  techniques  are  crucial  to  the  success  of 
the  transformation  process.  Having  accomplished 
that,  work  continued  with  Dr.  Jim  Irvine  and  Dr. 
Erik  Mirkov  at  the  same  facility  where  a  mosaic 
resistance  gene  was  inserted  into  CP  65-357  and 
other  varieties.  These  varieties  are  now  being 
used  to  see  if  crosses  can  be  made  with  them  and 
whether  or  not  the  genes  are  passed  on  to  their 
offspring.  Work  at  Weslaco  has  continued  where 
genes  have  been  inserted  which  can  produce  high 
value  proteins  that  could  become  saleable 
products.  Work  is  continuing  to  determine  the 
most  optimum  methods  for  separating  these 
proteins  from  the  juice.  The  conventional 
concentration  technique  of  boiling  as  a  means  of 
concentrating  cane  juice  cannot  be  used  since  heat 
destroys  the  protein.  These  proteins  could  be  used 
for  different  products  and  currently  demand  an 
attractive  price.  These  techniques  of 
transformation  and  separation  technologies  could 
be  employed  with  other  products  as  well,  allowing 
sugarcane  to  become  a  "bio-factory"  for  products 
other  than  sugar.  In  the  last  two  years,  work  on 
transformation  of  sugarcane  varieties  for 
resistance  to  the  sugarcane  borer  has  progressed 
at  Weslaco  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Jesusa 
Legaspi.  Transgenic  plants  have  been  produced 


and  they  are  being  evaluated  for  resistance  to  the 
borer. 

There  are  other  projects  dealing  with 
biotechnology  which  the  League  has  funded  at 
various  facilities  around  the  world,  but  they  deal 
more  with  aspects  of  gene  mapping,  basic  work 
in  finding  genes  of  value,  and  using  markers  to 
assist  in  variety  selection  techniques  rather  than 
in  transformation  of  useful  genes.  These  projects 
have  been  accomplished  in  laboratories  that  have 
built  up  extensive  programs  to  conduct  this  kind 
of  basic  research. 

Since  the  potential  of  biotechnology  to  provide 
income  to  the  Louisiana  industry  has  always  been 
somewhat  of  a  risk,  the  League  has  not  invested 
more  than  10-15%  of  its  research  funding  into 
this  area.  While  many  believe  that  biotech  will 
someday  assist  all  of  research,  it  has  been  felt 
that  a  somewhat  cautious  approach  is  the  best 
procedure  to  follow. 

CROP  REPORT 

The  crop  in  late  May  appears  to  be  in  very 
good  shape,  although  it  is  dry.  Rainfall  for  the 
year  is  some  15  inches  below  normal  in  much  of 
the  southern  part  of  the  belt.  Northern  areas  have 
received  closer  to  normal  quantities  of  rainfall. 
While  this  prolonged  drought  has  not  yet  had  any 
serious  impact  on  yields,  rainfall  is  needed  for 
crop  growth  to  begin  now  that  the  grand  growth 
period  is  about  to  start.  Some  fields  in  black  land 
have  shown  some  indication  of  the  lack  of 
rainfall,  but  most  of  the  better  lands  have  still 
shown  some  growth.  Crop  height  is  normally  of 
little  importance  during  May  and  even  into  early 
June. 

Grass  has  made  some  growth  during  the  dry 
period  but  most  growers  have  generally  done  a 
pretty  good  job  of  control.  Some  grassy  fields 
can  be  seen  around  the  state,  but  most  fields  are 
in  good  shape.  As  a  result  of  the  dry  weather, 
tillering  has  been  excellent  and  stands  are  now 
very  even  and  generally  good  to  excellent.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  old  stubble  that  has  been  kept 
and  so  acreage  in  cane  for  harvest  will  probably 
be  higher  than  even  last  year's  record  crop. 
Prospects  for  an  above  average  crop  are  very  good 
at  this  time;  however,  a  continuation  of  the  dry 
weather  could  seriously  affect  yield  potential. 
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FIELD  DAYS  &  BURN  CERTIFICATION 
MEETINGS 

Every  year  the  Louisiana  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  conducts  field  days  during  the 
summer  months  in  most  of  the  sugarcane 
parishes.  These  field  days  attempt  to  provide 
growers  with  the  latest  technology  available  to 
make  them  as  efficient  in  sugar  production  as 
possible.  Industry  members  are  always 
encouraged  to  attend  at  least  the  field  day  in  then- 
own  parish,  if  not  some  of  the  others.  Two  of  the 
field  days  (Terrebonne  Parish  and  the  LSU  Area 
Field  Day)  are  on  Experiment  Sation  properties 
and  also  provide  the  industry  with  a  chance  to 
visit  research  plots.  The  field  day  schedule, 
available  at  this  time,  is  included  here. 

This  year,  there  will  be  a  special  set  of  parish 
meetings  specifically  for  the  purpose  of  training 
growers  and  farm  workers  on  proper  techniques 
to  be  used  in  cane  burning,  and  to  minimize  the 
impact  of  smoke  and  ash  dispersal.  All  growers, 


or  the  person  responsible  for  conducting  the 
burning  operation  on  the  farm,  need  to  be 
certified.  The  certification  program  will  be 
conducted  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry.  The  Cooperative 
Extension  Service  and  the  League  have 
participated  with  the  LDAF  to  develop  this  course 
in  an  effort  to  help  growers  maintain  the  privilege 
of  burning  sugarcane.  Only  by  working  with  the 
public  will  this  privilege  be  continued.  The  better 
job  this  industry  does  of  policing  itself,  the  longer 
it  will  maintain  this  privilege.  Some  growers  say 
that  sooner  or  later  the  industry  will  lose  the  right 
to  burn  cane.  And,  they  may  be  right.  But  if 
growers  work  diligently  to  minimize  the  impact 
of  this  important  operation,  they  can  lengthen  the 
time  that  burning  can  be  accomplished.  It  is 
essential  that  each  grower  have  someone  in  his 
operation  certified  in  this  program.  The  list  of 
burn  certification  meetings  is  also  included  here. 


BURN  CERTIFICATION  MEETINGS 

June  6,  8:30  am.  Lafourche  and  Terrebonne  Parishes,  Civic  Center  Thibodaux 

June  7,  Vermilion  Parish 

June  13,  Jeff  Davis  Parish 

June  27,  Iberia  Parish 

June  29,  Iberville  Parish,  St.  Gabriel 

July  6,  St.  James/Ascension  Parish 

July  11,  Avoyelles/Rapides,  Chaneyville 

FIELD  DAY  SCHEDULE 

May  26, 9:00  am.  St.  James/Ascension  Parish  Sugar  Field  Day,  Welcome  Plantation 

July  7,  8:00  am.  Terrebonne  Field  Day,  USDA  Farm,  Chacahoula 

July  19,  8:00  am.  LSU  Area  Field  Day,  St.  Gabriel  Experiment  Station 

July  20,  8:30  am.  Lafourche  Field  Day,  American  Legion  Home,  Raceland 

July  25,  2:00  pm.  Assumption  Field  Day,  American  Legion  Home,  Labadieville 

July  26,  4:00  pm.  St.  Mary  Field  Day,  American  Legion  Home,  Franklin 

July  28,  1:00  pm.  St.  Martin/Lafayette  Field  Day,  Levert  St.  John,  St.  Martinville 

August  2,  3:00  pm.  Vermilion  Parish  Sugar  School,  Erath 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 


By  Tom  Spradley 
Spra<\\ey  &  Sprodley 


Governor  Foster  has  unveiled  his  tax  solution. 
The  Governor  has  asked  the  legislature  to 
consider  his  "single  business"  tax.  He  proposes 
passing  a  billion  and  a  half-dollar  tax  and 
repealing  approximately  $800  million  in  sales 
taxes  and  corporate  franchise  taxes,  leaving  a  net 
total  of  about  $600  million  in  new  taxes. 
Although  details  are  not  available  as  we  go  to 
press,  the  "single  business  tax"  works  like  this: 
1.5%  x  Federal  Adjusted  Business  Gross  Income 
+  depreciation  +  interest  +  wages  and  benefits  + 
royalties  +  rentals  and  lease  payments  +  direct 
taxes  paid  +  capital  expenditures,  regardless  of 
whether  the  business  shows  a  profit  for  the  year. 

The  State  of  Michigan  has  such  a  tax  and  it 
seems  to  be  the  only  other  state  which  does  this. 
Foster  says  this  is  the  best  way  he  can  find  to 
solve  the  revenue  problems  we  face.  There  are 
discussions  about  who  to  exempt  from  this  tax. 
Foster  has  said  he  wants  to  exempt  all  businesses 
under  $250,000  and  give  a  50%  break  for  those 
businesses  between  $250,000  and  $500,000. 
There  is  also  talk  about  agricultural  exemptions, 
but  until  all  the  details  are  revealed,  no  one  knows 
for  sure. 

The  bill  will  probably  be  sent  to  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee,  but  the  fate  of  the  bill  once  it 
gets  before  the  full  House  is  another  question. 
This  sounds  like  a  big  tax  bite  and  legislators  are 
nervous  about  how  to  explain  this  to  the  folks 
back  home. 

Inventory  Tax 

There  are  several  proposals  to  repeal  the 
inventory  tax  credit  law.  Inventory  taxes  are  local 
taxes  and  are  generally  a  bad  idea.  Years  ago,  a 
bill  was  passed  which  repealed,  in  essence,  the 
inventory  tax.  But,  since  this  would  have 
destroyed  local  government,  the  state  pays  the 


local  governments  back  for  the  lost  revenue.  This 
is  a  pretty  big  ticket,  and  in  the  quest  to  solve  the 
budget  crunch  some  legislators  have  proposed 
going  back  to  the  tax  that  makes  business  pay  it 
instead  of  the  state.  This  could  be  a  big  mistake. 
Louisiana  is  just  now  beginning  to  realize  some 
growth  in  businesses  which  are  sensitive  to 
inventory  taxes,  such  as  warehousing,  distribution 
and  finished  goods  manufacturing.  It  also  makes 
business  very  nervous  about  coming  to  Louisiana 
when  we  keep  changing  the  tax  code  -  which 
makes  it  very  difficult  to  predict  profits  and/or 
margins. 

The  inventory  tax  repeal  would  be  disastrous 
to  sugar  too.  We  annually  are  storing  over 
$600,000,000  in  sugar,  and  depending  on  what 
the  local  millages  are,  this  could  be  the  straw  that 
breaks  the  camel's  back. 

Express  Your  Opinion 

This  would  be  a  good  time  to  exercise  your 
relationship  with  your  Senator  and 
Representative.  He  needs  to  know  what  you  face 
with  your  own  problems  and  how  these  taxes 
impact  you.  If  you  don't  have  a  relationship  with 
your  elected  representatives,  it  might  just  be  a 
good  time  to  start  one. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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ENVIRONMENTAL    PERSPECTIVE 


By  James  F.  Coerver,  P.D. 
G.E.C,  Inc. 


Status  of  EPA  Rulemaking  -  Sagasse  Boilers 


The  tedious  process  through  which  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA) 
is  revising  rules  affecting  the  operation  of 
industrial  combustion  sources  such  as  boilers, 
turbines  and  incinerators,  continues  to  drag  on. 
Recent  communications  with  EPA  indicate  the 
agency  now  plans  to  publish  the  controversial 
proposed  rules  in  November  (after  the  elections, 
of  course),  and  after  receiving  and  considering 
all  public  comments  and  recommendations, 
promulgate  the  final  rules  by  November/ 
December  of  2001.  Fortunately  these  rules  will 
not  affect  sugar  mills  as  soon  as  previously 
expected. 

The  big  question  is  how  will  the  upcoming 
rules  affect  sugar  mill  bagasse  boilers.  While  no 
one  can  predict  exactly  what  EPA  will  do  in  the 
way  of  rulemaking,  it  can  be  said  that  the  cane 
sugar  industry  did  much  to  ascertain  that 
appropriate  technical  information  on  bagasse 
boiler  operations  and  stack  emissions  was  made 
available  to  the  EPA  rule  writers.  The  recent 
ASCL  boiler  testing  and  reporting  program  was 
an  integral  part  of  that  activity  of  the  industry. 

Bagasse  boiler  stack  testing  results  at  mills  in 
both  Florida  and  Louisiana  do  give  a  rather  clear 
indication  of  how  these  rules  may  affect  bagasse 
boilers.  No  sugar  mill  in  Louisiana  now  burns 
enough  bagasse  in  its  boilers  to  fall  in  the  major 
source  category.  Major  HAP  emission  sources 
will  be  required  to  bring  all  existing  boilers  up  to 
a  "MACT"  (Maximum  Achievable  Control 
Technology)  standard  being  written  into  the  rules. 
Once  a  MACT  standard  has  been  promulgated 
by  EPA,  existing  sources  have  three  years  to  get 
into  compliance.  Achieving  MACT  may  be 
difficult  and  expensive;  some  old  boilers  may 
have  to  be  abandoned. 

Louisiana  sugar  mills  that  remain  in  the  HAPs 
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minor  source  category  may  be  required  to 
demonstrate  minor  HAPs  emissions  status,  but 
the  recent  ASCL  stack  tests  indicate  that  proof  of 
efficient  combustion  can  provide  HAPs 
compliance  assurance. 

While  even  the  largest  mills  in  Louisiana  will 
probably  never  burn  an  amount  of  bagasse  that  is 
enough  to  acquire  major  HAPs  emitter  status, 
MACT  standards  for  bagasse  boilers  will  be  of 
some  concern.  The  reason  is  that  some  Louisiana 
mills  that  are  considering  enlargement  are  already 
at  or  near  the  250  tons  per  year  (of  a  criteria 
pollutant)  emission  threshold  for  Prevention  of 
Significant  Deterioration  (PSD),  and  installing  an 
additional  boiler  may  require  complicated  and 
expensive  PSD  compliance.  While  PSD  rules 
actually  require  the  use  of  "BACT"  (Best 
Available  Control  Technology),  the  term  "BACT' 
is  defined  as  requiring  compliance  with  any 
limitations  imposed  by  Section  112  of  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  the  section  under  which  the  MACT  for 
bagasse  boilers  will  be  promulgated. 
Consequently,  a  sugar  mill  desiring  a  PSD  permit 
must  meet  MACT  standards. 

The  EPA  rulemaking  process  also  includes 
new  Section  111  rules  pertaining  to  New  Source 
Performance  Standards  (NSPS),  and  these  rules 
will  probably  require  MACT  for  all  new  bagasse 
boilers.  There  is  also  an  indication  that  more 
severe  New  Source  Review  (NSR)  requirements 
will  be  imposed,  and  these  rules  are  intended  to 
make  it  more  difficult  to  avoid  PSD  coverage  for 
new  bagasse  boiler  permits. 

In  view  of  the  upcoming  rules  situation,  it  may 
be  more  prudent  and  cost  effective  for  an  existing 
sugar  mill  to  conserve  heat  and/or  increase 
bagasse  combustion  efficiency  in  existing  or 
replacement  boilers  rather  than  increasing 
emissions  to  beyond  the  PSD  threshold. 


ADDRESS  CHANGE  ECDA4 


Please  verify  that  your  address  is  correct  on  the  address  label  that  appears  on 
the  front  cover.  If  your  address  is  incorrect,  please  fill  out  the  form  below 
and  return  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Please  list  your  phone  numbers 
also  so  that  it  may  be  included  in  the  database. 

I I       Please  change  my  address  to  the  address  that  appears  below. 

I I        Please  remove  my  name  from  the  mailing  list.  I  no  longer  wish  to 

receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

My  correct  address  is: 


Name 


Farm  Operation 
Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


E-Mail  Address 


Phone  Numbers: 


Please  return  to. 


Office 

Home 

Shop 

Mobile 

Pager 

Fax 


American  Sugar  Cane  League 
P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


(2)  71/2  ton  Cameco  High  Dump  Wagons  - 
$13,500  each;  JD  3020  Engine  -  $2,500; 
1988  Int'l  Truck  -  $9,500;  John  Blue  High 
Boy  Spray  Rig  -  $3,000;  (2)  Auto  Planters  - 
$3,500  each;  3-row  Covering  Tool  -  $3,000; 
Folding  Thompson  3-row  -  $1,500;  2- 
Tandum  Whole  Stalk  Wagons  -  $2,500 
each;  40'  Whole  Stalk  Trailer  -  Best  Offer. 
Call  Johnny  McColium  at  (504)  446-0136. 

1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD 
engine  and  front  wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  1990 
Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $17,000. 
Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (337)  365-0014. 

JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD  7400  Hi- 
Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900 
hours;  Int'l  1086  Hi-Crop  w/tank  &  rack;  1993 
Cameco  CHT  2500  Chopper  Harvester.  Call 
(225)  937-0846  (day)  or  (225)  627-9577 
(evenings  -  6pm-9pm),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  &  air  - 

$60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

1993  Cameco  S30  4-wheel  drive  cane 
cutter,  cab  &  air,  excellent  condition  - 
$45,000;  J  &  L  4-wheel  Drive  Field  Loader, 
cab  &  air  -  $10,000;  Drott  40  Excavator, 

rubber  tires,  4-wheel  drive,  cane  grab  & 
bucket  -  $20,000.  Call  Jimmy  Jarreau  at  (225) 
637-4873. 

1996  2-row  LaCane  Tiger  Loader,  2,000 
hrs.,  excellent  condition  -  $58,000;  20  -  New 
16.9x28  R1W  tires;  20  -  New  16.9x30  R1 W 
tires  -  $495  each.  Call  (337)  879-7932  (W) 
leave  message. 

3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row  Harvester. 

Call  Roland  Bourgeois,  Vacherie  at  (225)  265- 
4452  (leave  a  message). 


topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new  trans  & 
engine  overhauled  in  '97  -  $14,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type 
Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with  gauge  wheels 
and  cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance 
1981 ;  1  front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gai. 
tank  -  $100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17'  - 
$2,000;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  - 
$250;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  - 
$75;  Int'l  3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one- 
row  shavers  -  best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre 
at  (337)  229-6932. 

Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain  pilar  and 
backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with  60 
ton  Army  Hitches,  extra  wheels  and  hubs;  18- 
Wheeler  quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell  Judice  at 
(337)  394-4727. 

Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended  front 
end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power.  1993 
2-row  Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD 
power.  Both  ready  and  repaired.  6  sets 
Direct  Haul  Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24 
grader  tires.  Call  (337)  365-5036  night  or  day 
or  (337)  373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 

(2)  7-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump  Cane  Carts  - 
$12,000  each;  (4)  10-ton  Hydraulic  Hi-dump 
Cane  Carts  -  $16,000  each;  Call  (318)  876- 
3477. 

1992  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

cab  &  air  with  extended  gate  and  front  end  to 
accommodate  4-rows  in  one,  gathering  arms 
have  been  extended.  Front  wheel  pull. 
Excellent  Condition  -  $42,000.  Call  (337)  276- 
4547  office,  (337)  276-4778  home,  or  (337) 
276-7070  shop. 


1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 
18-4-  38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 


(5)  Davis  Frames  with  running  gear.  Used  to 
haul  shipping  containers.  1  year  old.  Call  (337) 
828-2188. 
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CLASSIFIEDS    -    FOR    SALE 


•  2  new  (never  used)  10  ton  Hydraulic  High 
Dump  Combine  Wagons.  Australian  design 
with  30"  tires  and  trunnion  axles  -  $21,000 
each.  Contact  Daniel  @  (337)  364-5885,  Keith 
@  (337)  365-0800,  or  Ricky  @  (337)  364-9769 
with  Gonsoulin  Farms. 

•  4020  Cameco  Loader  -  $5,500;  JD  4250  Hi- 
Clear,  cab  &  air  -  $17,000;  JD  4850,  cab  &  air 

-  $21,000;  Thompson  3-row  w/off-bar  & 
extension  -  $2,500;  Thompson  3-row  Plane 

-  $1 ,700;  3-row  Closing  Tool  -  $4,500;  3-row 
Opening  Tool  -  $2,500.  Call  Loup  Farms  at 
(225)  627-  5997  home  or  (225)  938-3985 
mobile. 

•  (3)  7130  Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  7120 
Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  2-row  Broussard 
Harvester  -  one  of  last  4  built;  2-row 
Broussard  Loader  -  reworked  from  grab  to 
swing  cylinders  w/new  drive  pump;  (2)  Low 
Clear  1086-2  High  Clear  3688  liit'l;  High 
Clear  1086  -  1066'S-806/856  Int'l  Tractors; 
5120  Maxium  -  2,400  hours;  5220  Maxium, 
1 985  house  w/air  &  2  year  warranty  remaining; 
Broussard  Loader  w/ditcher  bucket;  (5)  Auto 
Drum  Cane  Planters;  Wide  Hand  Planter  - 
like  new;  Hooded  Sprayer  (Red  Ball);  (2) 
Lilleston  3-row;  Midland  Scoop  (6  yard);  4- 
row  2-row  Chopper  w/busters  (layby).  Call 
Larry  Battaglia  at  (337)  828-1188  or  Joey 
Battaglia  at  (337)  828-1710. 

•  JD  Model  4955  -  $25,000;  Case  Model  5140 
FWD  -  $16,700;  Case  IH  Model  659  ITH 


power  unit,  180  hrs.  -  $8,500;  Ingersol 
Dresser  Model  14  well  head  -  $11 ,000;  1999 
Hearne  Automatic  Cane  Planter  w/running 
gear  -  $1 5,000;  Thomson  3-row  Cultivator 
w/off  bars  -  $2,250;  Laurent  Covering  Tool 
-  $3,200;  Shop  Made  Land  Leveler  -  $800; 
Shop  Made  Spray  Rig  Boomer  -  $450; 
Shop  Made  Row  Opener  -  $1,200;  Huval 
Ditcher  -  $500;  21  ft.  Amco  Disc  -  $2,750; 
Rhino  Grader  Blade  Model  1400  -  $750. 
Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-  7988  or 
(337)  942-5370. 

(3)  14  ton  Billet  Basket  Wagons  with 
walking  axes;  8  ft.  Billet  Grab.  Call 
Thibodeaux  Bros.,  Inc.  at  (504)  526-8271 
home  or  (504)  526-8095  shop. 

Hot  Water  Heat  Treating  Unit  with  16 
baskets  (4'  x  9').  Call  (504)  447-4023. 

(2)  Louviere  Automatic  Planters,  front 
drum,  with  running  gear  -  $16,000  each;  La 
Cane  Covering  Tool  w/new  Thimet  boxes  - 
$5,000;  (4)  Planters  Aids,  8ft.  wide  -  $3,000 
each.  Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988 
or  (337)  942-5370. 

WANTED  -  Whole  Stalk  Trailers  in  Good 
Condition.  Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945- 
7988  or  (337)  942-5370. 

WANTED  -  Billet  Grabs  for  transloader. 
Contact  Vic  Bellelo  at  (225)  625-2832  or  e- 
mail  @  vicandpearl@hotmail.com. 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 


(504)  526-8973 


UAR 

MIDS0UTH 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-4081 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(337)  276-5051 

New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  LA 
(225)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 
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REMINDER 


AMERICAN    SUGAR 
CANE    LEAGUE 


ANNUAL 
CONTACT  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

JUNE  28,  2000 

9:00  A.M. 

BAYOU  VISTA  COMMUNITY  CENTER 

1 333  BELLEVIEW  ST. 

BAYOU  VISTA,  IA 

PLEASE  CALL  THE  LEAGUE  OFFICE  TO  RSVP 
LUNCH  WILL  BE  SERVED 

1-800-883-2875 


BAYOU  VISTA 
COMMUNITY  CENTER 

1333  Belleview  St. 


Rite 
Aid 


•d-> 

> 


ffl 


Belleview  St. 


£ 


From  Franklin-^        — ^ 


Chabill's 


23£ 


HWY.90 


From  Morgan  City 


•  A 


BAYOU  VISTA,  LA 
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COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  40431,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70835 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 

P.  O.  Box  2869,  Parks,  LA  70582 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

141  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 

O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  TX  77665 

ZoBank 

ackson  Region,  407  Briarwood  Dr.,  Suite  205-C 
ackson,  MS  39206 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

\  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 
O.  Box  80978,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-0978 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

'.  O.  Box  367,  Cottonport,  LA  71327 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

elican  State  Division 
12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

ertified  Public  Accountants 
L340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

158  McCown  Rd.,  Welsh,  LA  70591 

Estes  Refractory 

'.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

?irst  South  PCA 

'.  O.  Box  667,  Thiboduax,  LA  70302 
'.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Sulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

)357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

rlibernia  National  Bank 

O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp  and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Material  Resources,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  1183,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Monsanto 

17522  Sugar  Mill  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70817 

M  &  L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 
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UP  FRONT  WITH  THE   LEAGUE 


By  Charlie  AVelancon 


LSU  AG  EXTENSION 

It  has  always  fascinated  me  how  people 
correlate  functions  and  events  that  make  them 
more  cognizant  of  certain  times  of  the  year. 
And,  I  like  everyone  else,  am  preparing  to 
leave  tomorrow  for  the  Florida-Louisiana 
ASSCT  joint  meeting(  6/13  ).  This  event,  over 
the  past  seven  plus  years,  has  been  what  I  have 
come  to  realize  is  the  "beginning"  of  summer. 
And,  what  else  does  summer  bring  other  than 
hot  weather,  and  we  hope  this  year,  the  usual 
summertime  rain  pattern?  Well,  of  course! 
The  annual  LSU  Ag  Extension  Parish  Sugar 
Cane  Field  Days.  With  the  exception  of  Jimmy 
Garrett,  in  St.  James  and  Ascension  Parishes, 
who  sneaked  in  his  event  in  late  May,  the 
ASSCT  is  always  the  prelude  to  the  annual 
educational  events  held  throughout  the  cane 
belt.  I  wish  to  thank  these  dedicated  extension 
educators.  We  in  this  industry  work  with  them 
on  sugar  cane,  but  I  know  of  many  friends  and 
family  that,  throughout  the  year,  call  them  for 
everything  from  grass  to  plant  in  a  yard  to 
"what  are  these  spots  on  my  tomatoes."  Ag 
extension  is  an  important  function  that  I  feel 
most  people  take  for  granted.  Even  sometimes, 
those  of  us  in  agriculture.  I  attend  a  lot  of 
meetings,  now  and  when  I  was  in  public  office, 
but  I  can  assure  you  that  Ag  Extension 
personnel  were  probably  at  75-80%  of  those 
meetings,  since  most  meetings  deal  with  local 
public  interest  and  events.  And  I  have  come 
to  realize,  if  there  is  public  concern  or  interest, 
you  will  usually  find  an  Ag  or  Home  Extension 
agent,  or  both,  involved. 

So  .  .  .  hats  off  to  these  men  and  women 
who  quietly  go  about  their  daily  task  without 
looking  for,  nor  asking  for,  recognition.  On 
behalf  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  cane  industry,  I 
thank  you  for  a  job  well  done.  Also,  for  the 
Ladies  in  Ag  and  Home  Extension,  it's  good 


to  have  you  working  so  diligently  alongside 
these  guys.  And,  in  particular,  to  know  that 
on  occasions  I  will  get  to  see  a  smiling,  pretty 
face  presenting  timely  and  necessary 
information.  Nothing  personal  guys! 
Chancellor  Richardson,  you  have  an  excellent 
group  working  in  the  sugar  parishes  and 
representing  such  fine  institutions  as  LSU  and 
the  Ag  Center.  Thanks !  And,  keep  up  the  good 
work. 

MOVING  ON 

Speaking  of  institutions.  Dr.  Ben  Legendre 
of  the  USDA  Houma  Research  Station  has 
officially  joined  the  LSU  Ag  Center  as  the 
Sugar  Cane  Specialist.  He  succeeds  Wade 
Faw,  and  Wade's  predecessor,  Dal  ton  Landry. 
I  offer  Ben  my  congratulations  and  best 
wishes.  We,  in  the  industry,  look  forward  to 
this  new  relationship  with  an  old  industry 
friend.  Ben,  we  wish  you  the  best  in  this  new 
endeavor. 

And,  while  on  the  subject  of  new,  Dr.  Ed 
Richard  has  taken  over  as  interim  research 
leader  at  the  Houma  station.  Ed  will  serve  in 
that  capacity  while  USDA  solicits  applications 
for  Ben's  replacement.  Ed  is  also  a  candidate 
for  the  position  and  we  wish  him  the  best  of 
luck  in  his  efforts.  The  good  news  is  that 
neither  Ben  nor  Ed  will  have  to  be  brought  up 
to  speed  on  the  intricacies  of  our  industry. 
Both  have  served  well  in  their  respective 
capacities  to  date,  and  for  that  we  commend 
them  and  their  fellow  researchers  and  scientist. 
We  have  had  many  good  years  with  this 
relationship  between  the  USDA,  LSU  and  the 
League  as  a  team.  And,  I  look  forward  to 
many  more. 

MEXICO  /  FARM  BILL 

It  seems  like  just  last  year  we  wrapped  up 


the  1996  Farm  Bill.  Boy,  how  time  flies.  And 
NAFTA,  with  its  continuing  conflicts  was  no 
better  in  that  it  seems  to  have  kept  itself  on  a 
front  burner  for  the  entire  period  since  passage. 
Now  we  are  faced  with  the  issue  of  Mexico 
having  the  ability  to  export  up  to  250,000  tons 
of  sugar  to  the  US  in  this  upcoming  year.  I 
find  it  quite  ironic  that  the  Mexicans  have 
challenged  the  corn  refiners  on  their  eligibility 
to  export  product  into  Mexico.  The  Mexicans, 
ironically,  are  charging  high  tariffs  on  fructose 
corn  syrup  coming  into  their  country  from  the 
US.  The  agreement  on  the  syrup  was  in  the 
main  text  of  the  NAFTA,  and  the  Mexicans 
challenge  its  validity.  Even  more  ironic,  or 
maybe  coincidentally,  the  sugar  deal  is  in  a 
side-  letter.  So  What?  It  really  doesn't  seem 
to  matter  where  the  deal  with  Mexico  resides; 
in  the  text  of  the  agreement  or  in  a  side  letter. 
They  seem  to  disavow  any  and  all  parts  of  the 
NAFTA  that  aren't  100%  in  their  favor.  It  was 
my  understanding  that  the  NAFTA  was  to  be 
a  mutually  beneficial  agreement;  or  was  it? 
Well,  it  appears  that  the  Mexicans  haven't  met 
a  deal  that  they  have  made,  that  they  like.  I 
wish  it  were  as  easy  as  canceling  the  present 
agreement  in  its  entirety  and  starting  anew.  It 
use  to  be  just  farm  bill  years  that  gave  our 
industry  concern.  Now,  it  is  every  year, 
including  the  farm  bill  years. 

Speaking  of  which  .  .  .  Negotiations  for  the 
upcoming  farm  bill  are  on  the  near  horizon. 
Much  of  the  discussions  about  the  Mexican 
situation,  stuffed  molasses,  and  other  issues 
flow  over  into  discussions  of  causes  and 
solutions  that  are  being  batted  around  from  the 
local  farmer's  morning  coffee  stop  to  the  halls 
of  Congress,  and  beyond.  We  have  seen  a  $7 
billion  dollar  farm  budget  become  a  $  1 5  billion 
farm  budget.  The  irony,  sugar  receives  "nada" 
from  the  generous  attempt  by  the  President  and 
Congress  to  help  the  agriculture  community 
through  these  tough  times.  And,  to  add  insult 
to  injury  is  to  have  our  usual  detractors 
attacking  us,  while  they  stuff  their  corporate 
coffers.  What  hypocrites!  When  our  price 
dropped  by  25%,  I  never  heard  of  one  of  these 


major  companies  reducing  the  price  of  their 
sugar  containing  products,  nor  corn  containing 
products,  nor  wheat/flour  containing  products. 
However,  I  still  have  a  vivid  memory  of  the 
times  they  blamed  sugar,  or  milk,  or  flour,  or 
corn,  or  peanuts  for  the  reason  they  had  to 
increase  their  products'  prices  . . .  but,  not  once 
have  I  heard  them  say  that  they  were  reducing 
the  price  on  a  given  product  because  the  price 
of  the  farm  commodity(s)  they  use  in  the 
manufacture  of  these  products  had  fallen.  No 
siree,  Bob!  And,  I  don't  guess  we  will  hear 
such  statements  from  them  as  they  mount  their 
usual,  multi-multi  millions  of  dollars 
campaigns  against  us.  CORPORATE  GREED 
HAS  NO  CONSCIENCE.  Thus  far,  Congress 
has  realized  such.  I  can  only  hope  that  they 
will  continue  to  recognize  the  true  villain. 
Maybe  a  small  hint  might  be  in  order.  The 
people  who  are  spending  the  real,  "big  bucks," 
annually,  on  the  anti-sugar  propaganda  are  the 
ones  that  have  the  "big"  money.  It  is  definitely 
not  the  guys  that  these  huge  corporations  refer 
to  as  "Big  Sugar."  Why,  when  you  compare 
our  sugar  companies  to  our  opponent's 
companies,  I  can't  seem  to  find  one  sugar 
company  that  generated  sales  of  approximately 
$1  billion  in  the  last  several  years.  But,  I  can 
find  a  few  of  their  companies  that  have.  And, 
let's  not  talk  about  salaries  to  their  executives! 
In  many  cases  these  salaries  are  larger  than 
both  the  gross  sales  and  gross  profit  of  some 
US  sugar  companies.  I  hope  some  of  the 
people  in  Washington  read  this  and  check  out 
the  difference.  As  we  all  know,  its  only  about 
money! 
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WASHINOTON  UPDATE 


By  Don  WgUchzg 


USDA  Purchases  132,000  Tons  of  Sugar 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
(USDA)  recently  announced  that  they  had 
accepted  bids  for  the  purchase  of  1 32,000  tons 
of  refined  sugar.  The  purchase  was  made 
pursuant  to  USDA  Secretary  Dan  Glickman's 
May  1 1  determination  to  purchase  sugar  in  an 
effort  to  reduce  the  costs  associated  with 
forfeitures  of  sugar  pledged  as  collateral  for 
sugar  loans  with  the  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  (CCC).  Under  the  terms  of 
Secretary  Glickman's  May  11  decision,  up  to 
150,000  tons  could  be  bought  by  the  CCC,  of 
which  37,500  tons,  or  25%,  could  be  in  raw 
form. 

CCC  Executive  Vice  President  Keith  Kelly 
invited  bids  in  late  May,  indicating  the  sugar 
would  be  purchased  instore,  in  bulk.  The 
Kansas  City  Commodity  Office  announced  the 
total  value  of  the  purchase  to  be  just  over  $54 
million. 

No  further  announcements  have  been  made 
on  future  purchases. 

Appropriators  Wait  to  Consider  Agriculture 

An  impasse  between  House  leadership  and 
Representative  George  Nethercutt  (R-WA) 
over  whether  to  allow  sales  of  food  and 
medicine  to  Cuba  continues  to  tie  up  the 
progress  of  the  FY  2000  Agriculture 
Appropriations  bill.  The  impasse  also  delays 
consideration  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  which 
appears  to  be  refraining  from  voting  on  an 
appropriations  bill  this  year  until  after  it  has 
been  approved  by  the  House. 

The  source  of  the  impasse  is  a  disagreement 
over  whether  or  not  to  end  the  ban  on  the  sale 
of  agriculture  commodities  to  Cuba,  as  well  as 
to  several  other  nations  such  as  North  Korea, 
which  are  also  subject  to  similar  sanctions. 


Rep.  Nethercutt  successfully  attached  an 
amendment,  to  end  the  ban,  to  the  Agriculture 
Appropriations  bill  as  it  moved  through  the 
House  Appropriations  Committee.  He 
accomplished  this  despite  the  ardent 
opposition  of  House  Majority  Whip  Tom 
DeLay  (R-TX),  who  like  Rep.  Nethercutt  is  a 
member  of  the  Appropriations  Committee. 
Upon  committee  approval,  the  bill  was  sent  to 
the  House  Rules  Committee,  where  it  ran  into 
trouble.  Generally  seen  as  an  arm  of  the 
Speaker's  office,  the  Rules  Committee  issued 
a  rule  that  would  effectively  prevent  floor 
consideration  of  Rep.  Nethercutt's 
amendment.  Undaunted,  Rep.  Nethercutt 
threatened  to  initiate  a  push  against  the  rule. 
He  sought  and  reportedly  received  crucial 
support  from  a  sizable  group  of  legislators, 
who  he  says  will  vote  against  the  rule  once  it 
is  brought  to  the  floor.  A  floor  vote  against 
the  rule  would  deal  an  embarrassing  defeat  to 
the  House  leadership,  particularly  Rep.  DeLay. 
The  rule  is  not  currently  scheduled  for  a 
vote  on  the  House  floor,  though  Capitol  Hill 
staff  suggest  a  resolution  could  be  just  around 
the  corner.  A  report  on  the  progress  of  the 
Agriculture  Appropriations  bill  will  be 
included  in  next  month's  "Washington 
Update." 

Production  Estimates  for  Next  Year 
Unchanged 

The  USDA  has  released  the  June  report  of 
the  World  Agricultural  Supply  &  Demand 
Estimates  (WASDE),  making  few  changes  to 
its  projections  for  the  coming  year.  Estimates 
of  beginning  stocks  for  next  year  are  lowered 
by  29,000  tons,  while  projections  of  domestic 
production  and  domestic  deliveries  are 
unchanged.  The  end-of-season  throughput  for 


this  past  year  is  down  to  18.5%,  compared  to 
18.8%  in  last  month's  report. 

Total  domestic  production  is  expected  to 
reach  9.023  million  tons.  Beet  production 
should  reach  4.7  million  tons,  while  cane 
production  should  reach  4.323  million  tons. 
Louisiana  is  expected  to  produce  1 .72  million 
tons,  compared  to  an  estimate  of  1.68  million 
tons  for  this  past  year. 

Beginning  stocks  for  the  coming  year  are 
lowered  mainly  to  reflect  a  25,000  ton  decrease 
in  imports  for  re-export  of  sugar-containing 
products,  commensurate  with  a  slow  import 
pace.  The  carryover  of  stocks  from  this  past 


year  to  next  includes  sugar  purchased  by  the 

ccc. 

USDA,  HHS  Release  Dietary  Guidelines 

The  USDA  and  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services  have  jointly 
released  the  fifth  edition  of  the  "Dietary 
Guidelines  for  Americans."  The  updated 
Guidelines  includes  a  recommendation  to 
"[cjhoose  beverages  and  foods  to  moderate 
your  intake  of  sugars."  This  recommendation 
reflects  the  recommendation  made  in  the 
previous  edition,  released  in  1995,  to  "choose 
a  diet  moderate  in  sugars." 


HEARNE   CANE    PLANTERS 


SIMPLE 


•ROW  PLANTER 

Patent  #5,469,791 


•  Fully  Automatic 

•  All  Hydraulic 

T  X  25'  Carrying 
Capacity 

•  15  Acres  Per  Day 
Proven 

•  Stainless  Steel 

Hoppers 


RUGGED 


RELIABLE 


-ROW  BILLET  PLANTER 

Patent  #5.469.791 


••...  the  Hearne  3-Row  Billet 
Planter  paid  for  itself  the  first  year 
in  labor  costs  alone!  It  was  the 
most  stress  free  planting  season 
we've  ever  had  and  this  spring,  we 
had  excellent  stands  of  plant  cane. 
-    L.B.   Maringouin,  LA    %% 


/  nowt* 

^AVAILABLEt*^ 

planting  rates    [7 
up  to  SO  acres  A* 
L^x  per  day!  /v«A 


Call  today  for  a 
free  video! 


HEARNE   CONSULTING  INC. 
537/942/8180    2440  POWERS  AVE.  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 


THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CLI 


CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting  \\    Equipment 


LEMANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 


Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(225)  473-7927  (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    L 

Case  Credit  ■  CASE  CREDIT 

financing 


Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years, 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838 

HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 

1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.      Member  FDIC.     www.hiberniabank.com 
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FAR/A    NOTES 


By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Dre 


Crop  Report  -  Planting  Strategy 
Ben  Legendre  and  Ed  Richard  —  Dr.  Ray  Ricnud 


As  of  June  15,  the  industry  is  still  drier 
than  normal.  Some  parts  of  the  cane  belt 
are  as  much  as  18  inches  of  rain  below 
normal  for  the  year  2000  and  considerably  more 
than  that  when  last  year  is  included.  The  last 
eleven  months  have  all  been  below  normal  in  total 
rainfall.  As  a  result  of  the  dry  weather,  the  crop 
is  shorter  than  normal.  While  crop  height  is 
generally  meaningless  until  mid  June,  if  rain 
doesn't  fall  in  the  next  week  or  so,  the  crop 
potential  will  certainly  be  negatively  affected. 
Stands  across  the  belt  are  generally  very  good, 
and  plant  cane  has  been  growing.  It  is  mostly  the 
older  stubble  fields  that  are  affected  in  height. 

Across  the  cane  belt,  drastic  changes  in  cane 
height  and  color  can  be  seen  within  fields  and 
even  within  rows.  Many  people  feel  that  most  of 
this  unevenness  and  color  variation  is  due  to 
fertilizer  placement  and  the  lack  of  rain  to  help 
move  the  nutrients  out  of  the  application  area.  It 
would  appear  that  cane  roots  have  not  moved 
adequately  to  reach  nutrients  in  some  areas  of 
numerous  fields  scattered  across  the  cane  belt. 
Other  fields  that  show  this  short  and  tall  cane 
situation  are  plant  cane  fields  which  were 
precision  graded  last  year.  In  areas  where  heavy 
cuts  and  fills  were  made,  cane  seems  to  be 
suffering  more  than  in  other  fields.  There  has 
also  been  a  considerable  amount  of  leaf  diseases 
present  in  many  cane  fields  as  well.  Rust,  in  some 
cases,  changed  the  normally  green  fields  into 
oddly  shaped  color  patterns.  Cane  appears  to  be 
growing  out  of  the  rust  situation,  as  is  normally 
the  case  by  mid-summer.  The  unusually  mild 
winters  of  the  last  few  years  have  allowed  some 


of  these  diseases  to  build  to  levels  not  normally 
seen. 

If  rainfall  is  experienced  within  the  next  week, 
the  crop  potential  may  still  be  achieved. 
However,  if  rain  does  not  fall  soon,  valuable 
growing  days  will  be  lost  and  yields  will  be  less 
than  anticipated.  This  could  drastically  reduce 
the  prediction  for  sugar  production  for  the  state. 

PLANTING  STRATEGY 

As  growers  plan  their  planting  strategy  for  the 
coming  fall  season,  they  should  gather  all  of  the 
information  they  can  to  make  the  most  intelligent 
decision  regarding  varieties  to  choose  from  and 
the  type  of  planting  they  want  to  make.  Elsewhere 
in  this  issue  of  the  Sugar  Bulletin  are  two  articles 
that  can  help  you  with  these  decisions.  The 
outfield  test  results  provide  last  year's  harvest 
information  on  commercial  and  experimental 
variety  yields.  The  article  on  billet  planting  shows 
the  yields  obtained  in  comparisons  made  in  1999 
between  whole  stalk  and  billets.  As  readers  look 
at  this  data  they  should  remember  that  last  year 
was  a  record  year  for  cane  yields  in  Louisiana 
and  that  the  winter  conditions  of  the  last  few 
years  have  been  extremely  mild.  Almost 
everything  yielded  well  and  conditions  during  the 
past  winters  allowed  even  very  old  stubble  to 
survive.  Not  many  times  in  the  last  decade  has 
the  industry  been  able  to  keep  third  and  fourth 
stubble  of  CP70-32 1 .  The  point  to  be  made  about 
these  two  articles  and  others  that  growers  should 
look  at  to  develop  their  strategy  is  that  this 
situation  of  mild  winters  and  excellent  growing 
seasons  may  not  occur  again.    Budgets  should 
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not  be  based  on  last  year's  yields  which  were  the 
highest  on  record  and  plantings  should  not  be 
made  anticipating  that  every  winter  will  be  as 
mild  as  the  last  few.  While  many  weather 
predictors  are  indicating  that  the  state  is  in  a  cycle 
of  milder  temperatures  and  that  sea  level  is  rising, 
there  will  be  extremes  that  will  be  faced.  Growers 
should  be  prepared  for  the  inevitable  and  build 
these  facts  into  their  planting  strategies  for  the 
coming  years. 

DRS.  BEN  LEGENDRE  &  ED  RICHARD 

Dr.  Ben  Legendre  has  served  as  Research 
Leader  at  the  USDA/ARS  Houma  facility  for  the 
last  decade  and  has  worked  at  the  station  since 
1969.  His  career  has  included  work  on  cane 
ripening,  maturity,  cold  tolerance  and  breeding, 
both  in  the  basic  as  well  as  commercial  programs. 
After  a  3 1  year  career  in  Houma,  Dr.  Legendre 
has  decided  to  move  on  to  the  LSU  Agriculture 
Center  where  he  will  take  over  the  position  as 
Sugarcane  Specialist  with  the  Cooperative 
Extension  Service.  Ben  will  again  have  the 
opportunity  to  work  directly  with  growers 
through  the  Extension  Service  as  he  coordinates 
sugarcane  activities  with  the  county  agents.  The 
League  and  this  author  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  work  with  Ben  on  numerous  projects  over  the 
years.  We  wish  him  the  best  and  look  forward  to 
cooperating  with  Dr.  Legendre  as  he  continues 
his  career  in  his  new  position. 

Dr.  Edward  Richard  has  worked  at  the  Houma 
facility  for  close  to  20  years  in  weed  control.  He 
will  assume  the  duties  of  Acting  Research  Leader 
for  the  Sugarcane  Research  Unit  in  Houma  of 
the  Southern  Regional  Research  Center  which  is 
headquartered  in  New  Orleans.  Ed  has  already 
assumed  this  position  and  the  League  will  work 
closely  with  him  until  a  permanent  research 
leader  is  announced.  The  League  has  always  had 
a  good  working  relationship  with  the  Station  and 
all  of  its  leaders  and  we  will  continue  the  team 
effort  that  includes  LSU,  USDA  and  the  League 
in  providing  the  industry  with  its  research  needs. 

DR.  RAY  RICAUD 

Dr.  Ray  Ricaud,  Professor  of  Agronomy  in  the 


LSU  Agricultural  Center,  died  on  Tuesday,  May 
23,  2000  in  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  He  was  born 
October  10,  1930,  and  was  raised  on  a  family 
farm  in  Moreauville,  LA.  He  received  his  B.S., 
M.S.,  and  Ph.D.  degrees  in  Agronomy  from 
Louisiana  State  University  in  1953,  1957,  and 
1964,  respectively.  He  served  in  the  U.S.  Air 
Force  as  a  commissioned  officer  during  the 
Korean  War.  After  a  brief  period  as  an  Assistant 
County  Agent  in  1955,  he  joined  the  LSU 
Agronomy  Department  in  1956  as  a  Research 
Assistant.  He  worked  his  way  through  the 
academic  ranks  and  was  promoted  to  Professor 
on  July  1,  1975.  Dr.  Ricaud  had  a  long  and 
distinguished  career  during  which  he  authored 
over  100  articles  in  various  publications,  most 
of  which  were  aimed  at  disseminating 
information  pertaining  to  increasing  sugarcane 
yields  in  Louisiana.  He  was  an  authority  in  the 
fields  of  soil  fertility,  cultural  and  land 
management  practices  in  sugarcane,  sweet 
sorghum,  and  kenaf,  and  presented  his  research 
findings  at  state,  national,  and  international 
professional  meetings.  He  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  LSU  Agricultural  Center  Area 
Sugarcane  Field  Day  at  St.  Gabriel.  He  was  a 
traditional  agronomist  conducting  mostly  applied 
research  to  provide  information  that  was  useful 
and  practical  to  sugarcane  growers.  His  research 
was  widely  accepted  by  Parish  Extension  Agents 
and  sugarcane  growers  in  Louisiana  and 
recognized  by  other  researchers  in  the  sugar 
world.  Dr.  Ricaud  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Myrna 
Stockwell  Ricaud;  his  daughter,  Reba  Lovvorn; 
his  son,  John  Ricaud;  his  granddaughter,  Jennifer 
Lovvorn;  a  sister  and  three  brothers.  He  was 
preceded  in  death  by  his  wife,  Joyce  St.  Romain 
Ricaud;  parents  and  a  sister. 

The  League  had  a  long  standing  relationship 
with  Dr.  Ricaud,  having  provided  funding  for  a 
graduate  position  working  in  the  area  of  soil 
fertility  and  cultural  practices  for  a  number  of 
years.  Several  members  of  the  Louisiana  sugar 
industry  got  their  graduate  training  under  Dr. 
Ricaud,  including  League  Agronomist,  Herman 
Waguespack,  Jr.  We  offer  our  sympathies  to  the 
family  of  Dr.  Ricaud  and  know  that  he  will  be 
sadly  missed  by  all. 
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THE  BATON  ROUGE  LINE 


By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  &  Spradley 


Session  Ends... Sort  Of 

After  muddling  through  one  of  the  most 
confusing  legislative  sessions  in  modern  history, 
the  boys  and  girls  in  Baton  Rouge  hit  high  gear 
in  the  last  few  hours  of  the  last  day  of  the 
Regular  Legislative  Session.  They  passed  a 
bunch  of  stuff,  but  just  didn't  quite  get  around 
to  passing  the  BUDGET!  Not  to  worry. 
Governor  Foster  has  called  a  very  limited 
special  session  to  clear  up  some  little  problems, 
mostly  local  in  nature,  some  middle  size 
problems,  like  University  fees  and  tuition,  and 
some  really  big  problems  like  the  budget. 
Finally,  the  special  session  will  address  a  huge 
problem  -  increasing  hunting  and  fishing  fees. 
This  last  item  seems  to  be  more  controversial 
than  income  tax  hikes  are,  with  some  Senators 
reporting  that  they  got  more  mail  on  fishing 
licenses  than  they  have  ever  gotten  on  any 
subject. 

Taxes 

Upper  income  folks  were  hit  with  a  new  law 
that  prevents  them  from  deducting  half  of  the 
federal  income  tax  paid  from  their  state  income 
taxes.  This  hurts  the  people  who  make  enough 
money  to  itemize  their  federal  taxes;  but  only 
about  10%  of  households  do  this.  Everyone  will 
pay  a  new  one-cent  sales  tax  on  food  and 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


utilities.  Tobacco  users  were  hit  with  a  modest 
increase  too. 

What  wasn't  taxed  were  riverboat  casinos 
and  liquor.  It  is  interesting  that  "sin"  taxes  were 
so  hard  to  pass.  Also  not  taxed  were  any 
businesses.  All  sorts  of  proposals  were  offered 
including  a  processing  tax  on  oil  and  gas, 
inventory  taxes  and  an  administration  proposal 
called  the  "single  business  tax."  None  of  these 
ideas  survived. 

One  really  big  item  "sort  of"  passed.  A 
constitutional  amendment  passed  that  would 
raise  the  income  tax  and  reduce  the  sales  tax  on 
food  and  utilities  which  could  generate  enough 
revenue  to  raise  teacher  and  professor  pay  to 
the  Southern  average.  But  there  is  a  catch!  This 
must  pass  muster  in  public  elections  this  fall. 

Sugar  To  Be  Studied 

Representative  Sydnie  Mae  Durand  passed 
a  resolution  ordering  a  study  on  how  the  state 
might  expand  and  develop  all  aspects  of  the 
industry,  which  produces  value-added  products, 
derived  from  sugarcane  including  private, 
commercial  and  industrial  uses.  This  promises 
to  be  a  comprehensive  look  at  what  we  need  to 
do  to  expand  product  applications,  showing  the 
state  what  resources  they  have  which  can  help 
us. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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Galyean  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 

tMMsC^h&i/  ZCUtxditu/  &^C*ltM>{> 

Swim/  tjeUwetwi/ &04t4fa4M&nsJsr 


Offering  " over the  top  or  "off  the  floof  dumping 
action,  sales  of  new  equipment  with  leasing  options 


available. 


Galyean  Equipment  Co. 
welcomes  the  opportunity 
to  custom  manufacture  all 

types  of  agricultural 

equipment  to  fit  the  needs 

of  your  operation. 

HENDERSON,  TX  75653    (800)  230-0924  ♦ 
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1,000  acres.  12-hour  days.  4  seasons. 


One  bank. 

Seasons  change.  The  weather's  unpredictable.  Through  it  all,  there's  one  constant  on  which 
farmers,  both  large  and  small,  know  they  can  rely:  the  Land  Bank. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  rolling  up  our  sleeves  and  helping  farmers  just  like  you. 
We're  locally  owned  and  operated,  and  ready  to  lend  you  a  financial  hand.  Whether  you're 
looking  to  buy  more  land,  update  equipment,  or  even  refinance  existing  debt. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  for  your  money  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  your  business  grow. 


LAND BANK 


Part  of  the  fabric  of  rural  life. 


FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION,  FLCA 

1-877-648-LAND 

Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply  for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve,  or  refinance.  f^> 

You  can  also  visit  us  at  www. louisianalandhank.cnm.  ^ttS" 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)  561-7844 
FAX:  (941)561-7855 

CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404     USA 

www.casecorp.com 


A  Report  on  the 
1999  Outfield  Variety  Tests 

Windell  R.  Jackson  ASCL  Agronomist 

Herman  L.  Waguespack,  Jr.  ASCL  Agronomist 

Donnie  D.  Garrison  USDA-ARS,  SRRC,  Agronomist 

Daniel  P.  Guillot  LAES-Research  Associate 

This  report  has  been  written  to  inform  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  of  the  agronomic 
performance  of  varieties  harvested  in  outfield  variety  tests  during  1999.  Outfield  variety  tests  are 
conducted  during  the  final  three  years  of  the  12-year  multistage  Louisiana  sugarcane  variety 
improvement  program. 

These  tests  are  planted,  harvested  and  evaluated  cooperatively  by  the  Agricultural  Research 
Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  Louisiana  Agricultural  Experiment  Station 
of  the  Louisiana  State  University  Agricultural  Center,  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

In  1999,  24  outfield  tests  (Table  1)  were  mechanically  harvested.  In  this  report,  yield  results  are 
reported  from  17  outfield  tests  located  throughout  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  belt  (nine  locations.) 
These  tests  were  on  sugarcane  farms  with  typical  soils  for  that  region.  The  soil  type,  region,  planting 
date  and  harvest  date  for  each  outfield  test  location  are  presented  in  Table  1 .  The  other  7  tests  had 
problems  with  the  harvesting  equipment  and/or  missing  plots. 

Yield  data  for  six  tests  were  obtained  using  whole-stalk  (2-row)  harvesters  and  a  tractor  mounted 
weigh-rig.  Additional  information  on  the  procedure  used  for  data  collection  and  preparation  of 
whole-stalk  harvested  tests  is  given  in  the  publications  listed  at  the  end  of  this  article  (1,2,3).  Data 
is  reported  for  eleven  tests  which  were  harvested  using  combine  harvesters  provided  by  the  test 
location  and  a  weigh-wagon.  The  weigh-wagon  was  a  three-ton  single-axle  high-dump  wagon  with 
a  load  cell  in  each  wheel  hub  and  one  load  cell  in  the  hitch.  Each  row  of  a  plot  was  harvested  and 
loaded  in  the  weigh-wagon  by  the  combine.  The  only  change  in  procedure  for  combine  harvested 
tests  when  compared  to  whole-stalk  harvested  tests,  was  in  the  use  of  the  weigh-wagon  to  obtain  plot 
weights.  The  final  test  design  best  suited  for  use  with  combine  harvesters  is  still  under  evaluation. 

Figure  1  summarizes  the  harvestability  data  by  showing  scrap  ratings  and  the  percent  of  plots 
where  scrap  was  observed  in  the  two  plant-cane  tests  which  were  harvested  with  whole-stalk  harvesters. 
In  the  plots  harvested  with  a  combine,  much  less  field  scrap  was  observed.  In  this  report,  data  for 
plant-cane  through  third-stubble  tests  on  light  soil  (Table  2)  and  plant-cane  through  second-stubble 
tests  on  heavy  soil  (Table  3)  are  reported.  These  tables  show  data  for  sugar  per  acre,  tons  of  cane  per 
acre,  sugar  per  ton  of  cane,  stalk  weight  and  stalk  population;  however,  only  sugar  per  acre  is  discussed 
in  the  text  of  this  report.  In  1999,  LCP  85-384  occupied  about  58%  of  the  sugarcane  acreage  in 
Louisiana.  Because  LCP  85-384  is  now  the  leading  variety  grown  in  Louisiana,  it  is  used  in  this 
report  as  the  standard  for  comparison  and  is  highlighted  in  each  table.  It  should  be  noted  that  although 
the  results  are  presented  by  soil  types,  statistical  analyses  of  past  outfield  data  suggest  that  the  relative 
yields  of  current  outfield  varieties  are  not  affected  by  soil  type. 

Data  are  presented  for  two  unreleased  varieties  (L95-462  and  Ho  95-988),  which  were  only  in 
plant-cane,  on  light  and  heavy  soil.  Neither  variety  was  significantly  different  from  LCP  85-384  in 
sugar  per  acre.  In  first-stubble  and  second-stubble  tests,  no  unreleased  varieties  were  in  the  variety 
selection  program. 

Of  the  commercial  varieties  tested  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble  and  third-stubble 
on  light  soil,  no  variety  was  significantly  higher  than  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per  acre.  HoCP  91-555 
was  significantly  less  than  LCP  85-384  in  plant-cane  for  sugar  per  acre,  as  was  CP  72-370  in  third- 
stubble.  Of  the  commercial  varieties  tested  in  plant-cane,  first-stubble  and  second-stubble  on  heavy 
soil,  no  variety  was  significantly  higher  than  LCP  85-384.   In  the  first-stubble  tests  HoCP  85-845 
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was  significantly  lower  than  LCP  85-384  in  sugar  per  acre. 
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Table  1 


Dates  of  plantin 
locations  during 

g,  dates  of  harvest,  soil  types  and  regions  for  nine  mechanically  harvested  outfield 
1999  in  the  plant-cane,  first-stubble,  second-stubble  and  third-stubble  crops. 

Location 

Crop 

Year 

Plant- cane 

First-stubble 

Second-stubble           Third-stubble 

Planted 

1998 

Harvested 
1999 

Planted 
1997 

Harvested 
1999 

Planted 
1996 

Harvested   Planted  Harvested 
1999          1995          1999 

Light  Soil 

B.Secour1 

9/25 

12/2** 

9/15 

12/2** 

9/24 

11/10**        9/20        11/10** 

Georgia2 

10/21 

11/16*** 

9/25 

11/15*** 

10/24 

11/15*** 

Glenwood2 

9/22 

11/30 

9/9 

11/8 

9/18 

10/28* 

Lanaux1 

10/6 

12/17 

9/18 

11/11 

10/1 

11/11          9/22      10/25*** 

R.Hebert3 

9/24 

12/9 

9/16 

10/27* 

9/20 

10/26* 

St.John3 

9/29 

11/18 

9/5 

11/17 

-- 

-- 

Heavy  Soil 

Allain3 

10/1 

Y 1/9*** 

9/12 

1  ye)*** 

-- 

Magnolia2 

10/2 

11/4 

-- 

-- 

10/16 

11/4 

Palo  Alto1 

-- 

-- 

-- 

-- 

9/26 

10/19 

*  =  Data  NOT  presented  for  this  test  due  to  problems  with  weigh-wagon. 
**  =  Data  NOT  presented  for  this  test  due  to  missing  commercial  variety. 
***  =  These  tests  were  harvested  by  2-row  whole-stalk  harvesters,  all  other  tests  were  harvested 
by  1-row  combine  harvesters. 

Regions. 

1  =  Mississippi  River  area 

2  =  Bayou  Lafourche  area 

3  =  Bayou  Teche  area 

19 


Table  2 


Combined  analyses 

of  outfield 

tests  on  light  soil  locations  during  1999 
Plant-cane  crop  at  5  locations 

Variety 

Sugar/A 

Tons/A 

Sugar/T 

St.  Wt. 

Population 

CP  70-321 

8224 

29.7 

279 

2.83+ 

21139- 

LCP  85-384 

9153 

32.5 

282 

2.38 

27795 

HoCP  85-845 

8381 

32.5 

257- 

2.64+ 

24568- 

HoCP  91-555 

7648- 

27.9- 

274 

2.28 

24747 

L  95-462 

9376 

33.9 

275 

2.76+ 

25137 

Ho  95-988 

9537 

33.5 

284 

2.54 

26309 

MSD0.05 

1164 

45.0 

10 

0.19 

3069 

First-stubble  crop  at  4  locations 

CP  70-321 

8399 

30.2 

280 

2.54+ 

23676- 

LCP  85-384 

9167 

32.9 

280 

2.05 

32732 

HoCP  85-845 

8330 

31.7 

264 

2.44+ 

25631- 

HoCP  9 1-555 

8574 

30.4 

282 

2.00 

30691 

MSD0.05 

NS 

NS 

NS 

0.22 

3807 

Second-stubble  crop 

at  2  locations 

CP  70-321 

7960 

30.5 

263 

2.83 

21898- 

CP  72-370 

8792 

32.0 

274 

2.34 

27547 

CP  79-3 18 

9300 

35.2 

266 

2.59 

27260 

LCP  82-89 

7557 

28.8 

262 

2.31 

25358- 

LHo  83-153 

8560 

32.6 

262 

2.31 

28340 

LCP  85-384 

9101 

34.2 

268 

2.06 

33266 

HoCP  85-845 

10216 

39.0 

263 

2.44 

32466 

HoCP  9 1-555 

9832 

34.0 

290+ 

2.16 

31661 

MSD0.05 

NS 

NS 
Third-stubble  crop 

16 
at  1  location 

NS 

6953 

CP  65-357 

6922 

24.8 

278 

2.30+ 

21862- 

CP  70-321 

7323 

27.0 

272 

2.42+ 

22257 

CP  72-370 

4747- 

17.5- 

272 

2.20+ 

16020- 

LCP  82-89 

6018 

21.7 

277 

2.16+ 

20130- 

LHo  83-153 

7291 

29.8 

244- 

2.00 

29831 

LCP  85-384 

7659 

27.4 

279 

1.73 

32082 

HoCP  85-845 

7596 

28.2 

269 

2.26+ 

25016 

HoCP  9 1-555 

8117 

29.8 

273 

1.88 

32399 

MSD0.05 

2193 

7.2 

22 

0.33 

9833 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which 

are  statistically  high 

er  or  lower  than  LCP  85-384. 
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Table  3 


Combined  analyses  of  outfield  tests  on  heavy  so 

il  locations  during 

1999. 

Plant-cane  crop  at  2  locations 

Variety                         Sugar/A              Tons/A 

Sugar/T 

St.  Wt. 

Population 

CP  70-321                       9060 

33.0 

276 

2.98+ 

22115- 

LCP  85-384                    9708 

36.2 

269 

2.44 

29842 

HoCP  85-845                  8374 

33.8 

247- 

3.02+ 

22486- 

HoCP  91-555                  9164 

33.2 

277 

2.53 

26330- 

L  95-462                         9658 

37.4 

258 

2.90+ 

25836- 

Ho  95-988                       9101 

34.0 

268 

3.01  + 

22550- 

MSD0.05                          NS 

NS 

12 

0.24 

3099 

First-stubble  crop  at  1  location 

CP  70-321                       8753 

32.9 

266 

2.88 

22986 

LCP  85-384                    9484 

34.9 

271 

2.51 

28182 

HoCP  85-845                 7582  - 

32.8 

232- 

2.77 

23887 

HoCP  91-555                  9382 

35.2 

267 

2.13 

33164        | 

MSD0.05                         1067 

NS 

20 

0.56 

6878 

Second-stubble  crop  at  2  locations 

CP  70-321                       6254 

24.0 

258 

2.10+ 

22956- 

CP  72-370                       6732 

24.2 

278 

2.04+ 

23734- 

CP  79-3 18                       7280 

27.4 

261 

2.07+ 

26201- 

LCP  82-89                       6318 

24.3 

257 

1.80 

26726- 

LHo  83-153                    5400 

21.2 

254 

1.50 

28260- 

LCP  85-384                    8335 

31.0 

265 

1.57 

39846 

HoCP  85-845                  7294 

27.4 

261 

2.02+ 

27068- 

HoCP  91-555                  6824 

25.0 

270 

1.50 

33290 

MSD0.05                          NS 

NS 

NS 

0.32 

7013 

(+)  or  (-)  denotes  yields  which 

are  statistically  hi 

gher  or  lower  than  LCP  85-384. 
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Figure  1 


1999  Scrap  Ratings  for  Two  Soldier  Harvested  Plant-cane  Outfield  Tests 
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Billet  Planting  Research 
Results  from  1999 

J.  W.  Hoy  and  C.  F.  Savario 

Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology  Department 

LSU  Ag  Center 

C.  A.  Richard,  W.  R.  Jackson,  and  H.  Waguespack,  Jr. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League 

There  continues  to  be  intense  interest  in  billet  planting  within  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry. 
Research  was  initiated  in  1994  to  compare  planting  with  machine-cut  billets  to  whole  stalk  planting 
and  attempt  to  develop  methods  for  successful  billet  planting.  Results  from  research  conducted 
during  1999  and  multiple  year  experiments  are  provided  below. 

During  1999,  yield  results  were  obtained  from  field  experiments  on  commercial  farms  comparing 
billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  for  one  experiment  in  third  ratoon,  three  experiments  in  second  ratoon, 
and  single  experiments  in  first  ratoon  and  plant  cane.  Millable  stalk  counts  were  obtained  from  six 
other  experiments  in  plant  cane.  These  experiments  were  conducted  in  cooperation  with  cooperating 
growers.  Results  were  obtained  from  second  ratoon  and  plant  cane  experiments  at  the  Sugar  Research 
Station.  Variables  tested  for  possible  effects  on  billet  planting  performance  in  these  experiments 
included:  varieties,  billet  length,  fertilization  at  planting,  fungicides,  antitranspirants  (film  coating), 
plant  growth  regulators  (in  cooperation  with  R.  Lencse),  and  biological  control. 

LCP  85-384  is  the  variety  for  which  there  is  the  greatest  interest  in  billet  planting,  and  all  of  the 
most  recent  experiments  utilize  this  variety.  Previous  research  compared  multiple  varieties  and  showed 
that  tolerance  to  billet  planting  varies  among  varieties.  In  continuing  experiments  (Tables  1,2  and  4) 
and  others  conducted  previously  on  farms,  yields  from  billet  plantings  of  CP  70-321  have  been 
erratic.  Yields  compared  to  whole  stalk  planting  have  been  less  in  some  experiments  and  greater  in 
others.  Yields  of  billet  planted  LCP  85-384  have  generally  been  less  than  whole  stalk  plantings  in 
plant  cane  (Tables  1-4).  However,  there  have  been  some  experiments  (Table  5  and  other  experiments 
from  which  only  millable  stalk  counts  were  obtained)  in  which  billet  and  whole  stalk  plant  cane 
yields  have  been  the  same.  In  addition,  yield  reductions  observed  in  plant  cane  have  not  persisted  in 
the  ratoon  crops  in  the  majority  of  experiments. 

Various  different  treatments,  including  cultural  practices  and  chemical  applications,  have  been 
evaluated  to  determine  their  effect  on  yields  of  billet  planted  cane.  The  application  of  fertilizer  at 
planting  (45-45-45)  increased  the  yield  of  CP  70-32 1  in  one  experiment  (Table  2)  and  LCP  85-384  in 
one  of  two  experiments  (Tables  2  and  3).  Propiconazole  (Tilt)  has  been  the  only  fungicide  that  has 
increased  the  yield  of  billet  planted  LCP  85-384  (Table  4).  However,  propiconazole  did  not  increase 
yields  in  multiple  additional  experiments  (Table  5  and  others  not  shown).  A  soil  applied  insecticide, 
phorate  (Thimet)  did  not  increase  billet  planting  yield  (Table  5).  Antitranspirants  that  form  a  film 
coating  on  billets  have  produced  erratic  results.  However,  yields  have  not  been  increased  in  the 
majority  of  experiments  (Table  5,  two  experiments  from  which  millable  stalk  counts  were  obtained, 
and  previous  experiments),  and  antitranspirants  have  not  improved  the  effect  of  propiconazole 
treatment  (Table  5  and  other  experiments).  Plant  growth  regulators  containing  gibberellic  acid  did 
not  increase  billet  planting  yields  when  applied  as  a  billet  dip  treatment  or  sprayed  on  emerged 
shoots  in  two  experiments.  The  effects  of  billet  length,  level  of  damage,  and  planting  rate  have  been 
compared  in  previous  experiments.  In  a  small  scale  experiment  conducted  at  the  Sugar  Research 
Station,  stand  establishment  in  the  spring  was  inadequate  with  a  one  billet  planting  rate.  Shoot 
population  showed  stepwise  increases  with  three  and  six  billet  planting  rates  and  did  not  increase 
further  with  a  nine  billet  planting  rate. 
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Billet  planting  research  will  be  continued  during  2000.  Yield  results  will  be  obtained  from 
experiments  on  commercial  farms,  and  new  experiments  will  be  established.  A  chopper  harvester  is 
now  available  for  research  at  the  LSUAC  Sugar  Research  Station.  Effort  will  be  devoted  to  examining 
the  effects  of  factors  that  have  been  hard  to  evaluate  on  farms,  including  harvester  setting  effects  on 
billet  damage,  billet  length,  planting  rate,  and  planting  date. 

Conclusions 

Factors  that  have  been  associated  with  obtaining  yields  from  billet  planting  comparable  to  whole 
stalk  planting  include  use  of  20-24"  billets  without  excess  damage,  planting  rate  (4-8  running  billets), 
good  planting  practices  (soil  preparation,  depth  of  cover,  drainage  and  weed  control),  and  good 
growing  conditions  (adequate  rainfall  and  mild  winter  conditions).  These  conditions  were  met  in 
most  areas  during  1999,  and  billet  planting  yields  of  LCP  85-384  were  comparable  to  whole  stalk 
plantings.  Spring  shoot  populations  for  plantings  established  during  the  fall  of  1999  were  generally 
good,  except  at  some  locations  where  drought  conditions  occurred  before  and/or  after  planting. 

Previous  research  showed  that  drought  can  result  in  increased  red  rot  damage  to  planted  stalks.  It 
appears  that  stalk  rot  damage  followed  by  a  series  of  stress  events  that  may  include  freezes,  mechanical 
removal  of  top  growth,  herbicide  injury,  or  beetle  damage  can  result  in  stand  problems  in  the  spring. 
Billets  germinate  very  well  during  the  fall.  However,  once  a  billet  has  been  rotted,  the  young  shoots 
must  survive  on  their  own,  and  repeated  injury  can  result  in  a  depletion  of  energy  and  eventual  plant 
death.  This  is  the  scenario  that  gives  the  greatest  concern  for  a  stand  failure.  Mechanical  and  chemical 
injury  are  under  the  growers  control,  but  the  weather  is  not. 

Additional  practices  that  would  directly  reduce  stalk  rot  severity,  such  as  fungicide  application, 
biological  control,  or  antitranspirant  application,  have  not  been  effective.  Application  of  other  types 
of  chemicals  that  would  promote  plant  growth  and  thereby  overcome  stalk  rot  damage  also  have  not 
been  successful  to  date.  An  exception  may  be  the  application  of  starter  fertilizer  at  planting.  This 
could  be  an  additional  cultural  practice  that  will  improve  the  chances  of  success  in  billet  planting. 
Research  continues  in  each  of  these  areas. 

Research  demonstrated  that  varieties  vary  in  ability  to  tolerate  billet  planting.  In  time,  it  may  be 
possible  to  select  varieties  for  billet  planting.  In  the  meantime,  good  cultural  practices  can  maximize 
the  chances  of  success  in  billet  planting.  During  the  period  of  time  this  research  project  has  been 
going  on,  billet  planting  yields  have  been  comparable  to  whole  stalk  planting  yields  in  many  cases, 
and  severe  yield  reductions  have  not  occurred  when  appropriate  practices  were  used.  However, 
billets  are  more  sensitive  to  any  stress  or  problem,  and  as  a  result,  there  will  always  be  more  risk  of 
a  stand  problem.  Whole  stalk  planting  will  continue  to  be  the  safest  option,  and  the  research  results 
indicate  the  maximum  yield  over  time  will  be  obtained  with  whole  stalk  planting.  These  facts  make 
it  difficult  to  recommend  billet  planting.  However,  there  are  advantages  to  billet  planting,  such  as 
reduced  labor  requirements  and  time  required  for  planting,  so  growers  will  have  to  consider  all  the 
factors  when  deciding  whether  to  plant  whole  stalks  or  billets.  In  the  case  where  seed  cane  is  badly 
lodged,  billet  planting  would  likely  be  the  best  planting  option. 
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Table  1.  Results  from  a  four-year  crop  cycle  comparing  billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  in  an 
experiment  conducted  in  Pointe  Coupee  Parish. 


Planting 

Tons  cane 

per  acre 

Sugar  per 

acre  (lbs 

•) 

Variety 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

CP  70-321 

Billet 

41.4* 

41.5* 

33.0 

19.9 

9170* 

9837* 

6460 

4177 

Whole 

37.9 

35.6 

34.2 

23.9* 

8426 

8462 

6586 

5182* 

LCP  85-384 

Billet 

45.5 

48.8 

47.7 

44.7 

10017 

11045 

9516 

8655 

Whole 

50.5 

49.3 

44.3 

41.2 

11284* 

11293 

8938 

8132 

An  asterisk  (*)  indicates  a  yield  that  is  significantly  higher  than  the  corresponding  billet  or  whole 
stalk  treatment  within  a  variety  and  year. 


Table  2.  Results  from  a  three-year  crop  cycle  comparing  billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  with  and 
without  fertilization  at  planting. 


Starter 
fertilizer 

Tons 

cane  per 

acre 

Sugar  per  acre 
1997          1998 

(lbs) 

Variety         Planting 

1997 

1998 

1999 

1999 

CP  70-321       Billet 

No 

41.4b 

42.6  a 

29.1  a 

9194  c 

10231  a 

6835  a 

Whole 

No 

52.4  a 

44.6  a 

30.8  a 

11679  a 

10445  a 

6668  a 

Billet 

Yes 

48.8  a 

44.3  a 

32.8  a 

10590  b 

11103  a 

7234  a 

Whole 

Yes 

51.1  a 

41.5  a 

28.7  a 

10989  ab 

10070  a 

6381  a 

LCP  85-384     Billet 

No 

50.8  b 

48.0  a 

32.9  b 

11236b 

11415a 

6543  b 

Whole 

No 

60.8  a 

49.7  a 

39.5  ab 

13508  a 

12034  a 

7624  ab 

Billet 

Yes 

52.6  b 

46.6  a 

34.9  b 

11758  b 

10627  a 

7671  ab 

Whole 

Yes 

63.2  a 

53.2  a 

42.1  a 

14181  a 

12488  a 

8813a 

Yield  values  within  the  same  column  and  variety  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly 
different. 

Table  3.   Plant  cane  and  first  ratoon  results  from  an  experiment  comparing  billet  and  whole  stalk 
planting  of  LCP  85-384  with  and  without  two  rates  of  fertilizer  applied  at  planting. 


Tons  cane  per  acre 

Sugar  per 

acre  (lbs) 

Planting 

Fertilizer 

1998 

1999 

1998 

1999 

Billet 

None 

44.1  c 

55.96  b 

9487  c 

12868  a 

Billet 

45-45-45 

53.0  ab 

58.7  ab 

11204abc 

13583  a 

Billet 

90-90-90 

51.6  ab 

54.8  b 

11391  abc 

12582  a 

Whole 

None 

46.3  be 

64.0  a 

10068  be 

14810a 

Whole 

45-45-45 

56.0  a 

55.3  b 

12719a 

12807  a 

Whole 

90-90-90 

54.0  a 

55.7  b 

11893  ab 

13084  a 

Yield  values  within  the  same  column  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different. 
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Table  4.   Results  from  a  three-year  crop  cycle  comparing  billet  and  whole  stalk  planting  with  and 
without  fungicide  treatment  of  billets  in  an  experiment  conducted  at  the  Sugar  Research 
Station. 


Tons  per  acre 

Sugar 

per  acre 

(lbs.) 

Variety/treatment 

1997 

1998 

1999 

1997 

1998 

1999 

CP  70-321 

Whole 

60.8  a 

62.5 

54.5 

11902  a 

13572 

10192 

Billet  +  Tilt 

46.2  b 

52.5 

53.0 

2685  b 

11189 

9614 

Billet  +  Ridomil 

44.5  b 

48.2 

47.7 

8406  b 

9801 

9010 

Billet  +  Tilt  +  Ridomil 

45.6  b 

50.2 

55.3 

8286  b 

10880 

10575 

Billet 

49.2  b 

49.2 

48.5 

7509  b 

10432 

8751 

LCP  85-384 

Whole 

61.1  a 

56.0 

72.6 

12774  a 

12592 

13656 

Billet  +  Tilt 

57.1  ab 

56.3 

62.9 

11508  ab 

11863 

12517 

Billet  +  Ridomil 

53.7  b 

52.0 

64.8 

10907  be 

11526 

12260 

Billet  +  Tilt  +  Ridomil 

56.2  ab 

52.7 

67.9 

11 120  be 

11177 

14231 

Billet 

51.8b 

48.1 

69.4 

10006  c 

9935 

13817 

Yield  values  within  the  same  column  and  variety  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly 
different. 

Table  5.  Results  from  LCP  85-384  plant  cane  of  an  experiment  in  Iberia  Parish  comparing  whole 
stalks,  long  billets  and  short  billets  treated  with  a  fungicide,  Tilt  (propiconazole),  an 
insecticide,  Thimet  (phorate),  an  antitranspirant,  and  Tilt  plus  an  antitranspirant. 


Treatment" 

Tons 

of  cane  per  acreb 

Sugar 

per  acre  (lbs.)b 

Whole  stalk 

42.5  ab 

9712  ab 

Long  billet 

44.3  a 

10095  a 

Short  billet 

44.0  a 

10299  a 

Short  billet  +  Tilt 

40.6  ab 

9362  ab 

Short  billet  +  Thimet 

38.0  b 

8778  b 

Short  billet  +  Antitranspirant 

40.9  ab 

9408  ab 

Short  billet  +  Tilt  +  Antitranspirant 

37.3  b 

8475  b 

"Long  billets  averaged  20  inches  in  length,  and  short  billets  averaged  11.5  inches  in  length. 
1 'Yield  values  in  the  same  column  followed  by  the  same  letter  are  not  significantly  different. 
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Canes  Are  Not  Created  Equal 

or  Progress  Towards  Variety 

Specific  Action  Thresholds 


W.H.  White 

USDA,  ARS  Sugarcane  Research  Unit 

Houma,  LA 


A  glance  at  the  Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Services'  Guide  to  Planting 
Recommendations  quickly  reveals  that  sugarcane  varieties  are  not  created  equal.  Some  are 
good  stubblers;  others  are  not.  One  variety  is  resistant  to  smut;  another  one  is  susceptible. 
Some  have  early  sugar,  while  others  are  late  maturing.  The  list  goes  on. 

Before  being  released  to  the  growers,  approximately  21  traits  were  evaluated  in  a  variety 
as  it  advanced  through  the  various  stages  of  the  variety  selection  program.  Rarely,  if  at  all, 
does  a  single  variety  possess  positive  characteristics  for  all  traits  important  to  growers. 
Fortunately,  a  variety  like  LCP  85-384  can  come  along  that  possesses  many  important  positive 
traits  allowing  the  grower  to  overlook  its  few  negative  traits. 

Potential  new  varieties  are  continuously  being  evaluated  for  future  release.  The  trait  of 
interest  to  entomologists  working  with  the  variety  program  is  borer  resistance  (or  susceptibility). 
For  this  trait  too  -  canes  are  not  created  equal. 

A  cane  can  express  resistance  to  the  borer  by  three  recognized  mechanisms.  The  first 
mechanism,  referred  to  as  non-preference,  is  where  a  resistant  variety  is  less  preferred  by  the 
female  moth  as  a  host  to  lay  its  eggs.  When  all  things  are  equal  (crop  age,  stand,  height,  etc.) 
we  have  not  been  able  to  demonstrate  that  any  one  of  our  varieties  is  less  preferred  than  others 
by  the  female  borer.  However,  to  evaluate  for  non-preference  requires  finding  and  counting 
eggs  masses  and  we  seldom  have  the  time  to  devote  to  this  labor-intensive  task. 

A  second  mechanism  of  resistance  is  called  antibiosis.  This  means  that  the  plant  has  some 
chemical  or  physical  trait  that  adversely  affects  the  borer  larvae.  For  example,  CP  70-321 
possesses  traits  that  make  it  difficult  for  the  young  borer  to  enter  the  stalk,  while  the  variety 
CP  65-357  appears  to  possess  traits  that  adversely  affect  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
larvae  once  they  enter  the  stalk. 

Finally,  some  varieties  are  more  tolerant  to  feeding  by  the  borer  than  others.  Tolerance  also 
is  an  important  characteristic  of  CP  65-357.  Its  tolerance  may  be  related  to  the  within  stalk 
resistance  of  this  variety.  Suppressing  larval  growth  may  result  in  less  stalk  damage. 

The  degree  of  expression  of  resistance  by  a  variety  is  relative  to  other  varieties  being 
evaluated  at  that  time  and  a  variety  may  express  different  levels  of  resistance  by  each 
mechanism.  For  example,  a  variety  can  have  high  levels  of  antibiosis,  but  low  levels  of  tolerance 
once  the  larvae  enter  the  stalk. 

Those  who  must  decide  when  it  is  necessary  to  spray  insecticides  should  be  well  informed 
with  the  complex  interaction  between  the  borer  and  its  cane  host.  Faced  with  shrinking  profit 
margins,  and  at  a  time  when  cane  quality  is  ever  more  closely  monitored,  the  grower  needs  to 
make  certain  that  an  insecticide  application  is  justified.  At  the  same  time,  the  grower  must 
insure  that  economic  losses  will  not  occur  from  either  poor  timing  of  the  insecticide  application 
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or  applications  made  under  less  than  optimum  conditions.  The  grower  struggles  with  several 
questions.  Do  I  need  to  spray?  If  yes,  do  I  spray  immediately  or  should  I  wait  and  hope  that 
beneficial  insects  or  adverse  weather  will  reduce  the  infestation  below  the  action  threshold  of 
5%  infested  stalks?  If  I  must  treat  now,  are  conditions  appropriate  for  spraying?  These  questions 
become  even  more  difficult  when  there  is  more  than  one  variety  to  consider. 

An  important  role  of  the  entomologist  is  to  inform  growers  and  their  consultant  how  best 
to  manage  varieties  once  they  are  released  to  the  industry.  Growers  are  known  to  routinely 
treat  varieties  differently  by  adjusting  thresholds  upward  or  downward  from  the  published 
5%  infestation  threshold;  however,  these  adjustments  are  made  without  the  benefit  of  data. 
The  objective  of  this  project  was  to  explore  the  possibility  of  developing  variety-specific 
action  thresholds.  Such  thresholds  would  help  to  maximize  grower  profits  by  avoiding 
unneeded  applications  and  to  minimize  field  and  factory  losses  caused  by  the  sugarcane 
borer  due  to  poorly  timed  or  applied  insecticides. 

Evaluations  consisted  of  a  series  of  experiments  with  data  taken  from  3-row  plots  infested 
with  borers  and  3-row  plots  kept  free  of  borers.  Theoretically,  this  allows  the  direct 
measurement  of  the  impact  of  borer  feeding  on  cane  yield  and  quality.  Other  environmental 
factors  that  influence  yield  were  assumed  to  have  an  equal  impact  in  both  the  treated  and 
untreated  plots. 

Two  harvesting  systems  were  used  for  obtaining  cane  yields  in  these  experiments.  Prior  to 
the  1999  harvest,  cane  yields  were  determined  by  whole-stalk  harvesting;  last  year,  cane 
yields  were  obtained  with  a  combine.  The  usual  whole-stalk  procedures  were  followed.  Plots 
were  cut,  burned,  and  weighed  to  determine  cane  yields.  Sucrose  and  fiber  determinations 
were  made  from  15-stalk  samples  collected  following  harvest.  An  additional  25-stalk  sample 
was  inspected  at  harvest  to  determine  percent  bored  internodes. 

A  dump-wagon  modified  with  a  load-cell  was  used  to  obtain  cane  yields  from  combine- 
harvested  plots.  Sucrose  and  fiber  determinations  were  made  from  subsamples  (approximately 
20  lb.)  captured  as  billets  were  feed  into  the  dump-wagon.  A  15-stalk  sample  was  removed 
prior  to  harvest  to  determine  percent  damaged  internodes. 

A  further  modification  of  the  experiment  was  made  in  1999.  In  order  to  investigate 
differences  that  may  exist  among  varieties  for  non-preference  by  the  female  moth,  weekly 
infestation  counts  were  made  from  mid-June  to  mid-September.  Each  week,  leaf  sheaths  on 
10  stalks  in  the  borer-infested  plots  were  inspected  for  the  presence  of  larvae.  Larvae  found 
in  the  leaf-sheath  were  counted  and  their  stage  of  development  was  noted. 

Establishing  a  variety-specific  threshold  has  proven  to  be  a  difficult  task.  An  important 
reason  for  the  lack  of  success  in  establishing  these  thresholds  is  the  extreme  variability  in  the 
results.  Applying  variable  insect  infestations  to  variable  yield  data  creates  difficulties  with 
the  data.  Season  to  season  differences  also  can  be  great.  Nevertheless,  important  information 
has  been  obtained  from  these  studies. 

Figure  1  summarizes  last  year's  findings.  I  chose  to  present  1999  data  because  it  is 
the  first  year  that  we  combine  harvested  and  the  first  year  that  we  monitored  borer  infestations 
in  our  studies.  The  data  clearly  show  how  varieties  react  differently  when  infested  by  borers 
and  that  the  borer  also  reacts  differently  to  each  variety. 

The  varieties  LCP  85-384  and  HoCP  9 1  -555  averaged  a  higher  percent  infestation  than  the 
other  varieties.  With  higher  infestations  and  greater  numbers  of  bored  internodes  obtained  at 
harvest,  these  two  varieties  are  considered  susceptible.  These  varieties  appear  to  be  preferred 
by  the  borer  moths  and  they  express  low  levels  of  antibiosis  to  the  borer  larvae. 
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Figure  1.  Average  %  weekly  borer  infestation,  average  %  bored  internodes  and  average  % 
reduction  in  sugar/acre  from  yield  reduction  studies,  respectively,  in  five  varieties.  The  values 
above  bars  are  ratios  between  %  reduction  in  S/A  and  %  bored  internodes  and  express  yield 
loss  on  a  per  internode  basis. 

The  figure  also  shows  that  the  susceptible  varieties  will  suffer  a  greater  percent  reduction 
in  sugar  per  acre  than  the  resistant  varieties.  However,  when  losses  are  expressed  on  a  percent 
bored  internode  basis,  LCP  85-384  (0.69  =  percent  reduction  in  sugar/acre  per  one  percent 
bored  internodes)  is  considerably  more  tolerant  (approximately  40%)  to  feeding  than  HoCP 
91-555,  which  expresses  greater  than  1%  reduction  in  sugar/acre  per  1%  bored  internodes. 
These  results  suggest  that  low  level  infestations  can  be  tolerated,  up  to  some  level,  by  all 
varieties  except  HoCP  91-555. 

If  these  ratios  are  in  fact  good  predictors  of  what  future  thresholds  may  become,  then  the 
5%  infestation  threshold  would  remain  for  70-321,  85-384  and  85-845;  the  threshold  would 
increase  for  83-153;  and  the  threshold  would  decrease  for  91-555. 

Ultimately,  it  may  not  be  practical  for  a  specific  threshold  to  be  determined  for  each  variety. 
The  decision  process  is  probably  much  too  complex  for  a  single  value  to  summarize  the  many 
factors  needed  to  determine  the  need  to  spray  or  not.  To  paraphrase  Dr.  Henry  Long,  "...  the 
decision  to  spray  will  continue  to  be  based  on  the  experience  and  intuitive  judgment  of  the 
consultant  or  grower."  The  data  being  obtained  in  these  studies,  however,  will  provide  valuable 
guidelines  for  a  more  informed  decision  by  the  grower  and  his  consultant. 
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CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


(2)  7  1/2  ton  Cameco  High  Dump  Wagons  - 

$1 5,000  each;  JD  3020  Engine  -  $2,500;  1988 
Int'l  Truck  -  $9,500;  John  Blue  High  Boy 
Spray  Rig  -  $3,000;  (2)  Auto  Planters  -  $3,500 
each;  3-row  Covering  Tool  -  $3,000;  Folding 
Thompson  3-row  -  $2,000;  2-Tandum  Whole 
Stalk  Wagons  -  $2,500  each;  40'  Whole  Stalk 
Trailer  -  Best  Offer.  Call  Johnny  McCollum  at 
(504)446-0136. 


best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre  at  (337)  229- 
6932. 

Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain  pilar  and 
backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with  60 
ton  Army  Hitches,  extra  wheels  and  hubs;  1 8- 
Wheeler  quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell  Judice  at 
(337)  394-4727. 


1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD 
engine  and  front  wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  1990 
Case/lnt'l  51 20  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $1 7,000. 
Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (337)  365-0014. 

JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD  7400  Hi- 
Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900 
hours;  Int'l  1 086  Hi-Crop  w/tank  &  rack;  1 993 
Cameco  CHT  2500  Chopper  Harvester.  Call 
(225)  937-0846  (day)  or  (225)  627-9577 
(evenings),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  &  air  - 

$60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.   Call  (318)  346-7385. 

1 996  2-row  LaCane  Tiger  Loader,  2,000  hrs., 
excellent  condition  -  $58,000;  20  -  New 
16.9x28  R1W  tires;  20  -  New  16.9x30  R1W 
tires  -  $495  each.  Call  (337)  879-7932  (W) 
leave  message. 

3  Cane  Trailers,  Cameco  2-row  Harvester. 

Call  Roland  Bourgeois,  Vacherie  at  (225)  265- 
4452  (leave  a  message). 

1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 
18-4-  38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new  trans  & 
engine  overhauled  in  '97  -  $14,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type 
Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with  gauge  wheels  and 
cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance  1 981 ; 
1  front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal.  tank  - 
$1 00;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  1 7'  -  $2,000; 
Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  -  $250; 
Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  -  $75;  Int'l 
3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one-row  shavers  - 


Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended  front 
end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power.  1993 
2-row  Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD 
power.  Both  ready  and  repaired.  6  sets 
Direct  Haul  Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24 
grader  tires.  Call  (337)  365-5036  night  or  day 
or  (337)  373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 

1992  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

cab  &  air  with  extended  gate  and  front  end  to 
accommodate  4-rows  in  one,  gathering  arms 
have  been  extended.  Front  wheel  pull. 
Excellent  Condition  -  $42,000.  Call  (337)  276- 
4547  office,  (337)  276-4778  home,  or  (337) 
276-7070  shop. 

2  new  (never  used)  10  ton  Hydraulic  High 
Dump  Combine  Wagons.  Australian  design 
with  30"  tires  and  trunnion  axles  -  $21,000 
each.  Contact  Daniel  @  (337)  364-5885, 
Keith  @  (337)  365-0800,  or  Ricky  @  (337) 
364-9769  with  Gonsoulin  Farms. 

4020  Cameco  Loader  -  $5,500;  JD  4250  Hi- 
Clear,  cab  &  air  -  $17,000;  JD  4850,  cab  & 
air  -  $21 ,000;  Thompson  3-row  w/off-bar  & 
extension  -  $2,500;  Thompson  3-row  Plane 
-  $1,700;  3-row  Closing  Tool  -  $4,500;  3- 
row  Opening  Tool  -  $2,500.  Call  Loup  Farms 
at  (225)  627-  5997  home  or  (225)  938-3985 
mobile. 

(3)  7130  Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  7120 
Magnum  w/MFD  low  hours;  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester  -  one  of  last  4  built;  2- 
row  Broussard  Loader  -  reworked  from  grab 
to  swing  cylinders  w/new  drive  pump;  (2)  Low 
Clear  1086-2  High  Clear  3688  Int'l;  High 


30 


CLASSIFIEDS    -    FOR    SALE 


Clear  1086  -  1066'S-806/856  Int'l  Tractors; 
5120  Maxium  -  2,400  hours;  5220  Maxium, 

1 985  house  w/air  &  2  year  warranty  remaining; 
Broussard  Loader  w/ditcher  bucket  (5)  Auto 
Drum  Cane  Planters;  Wide  Hand  Planter  - 
like  new;  Hooded  Sprayer  (Red  Ball);  (2) 
Lilleston  3-row;  Midland  Scoop  (6  yard); 
4-row  2-row  Chopper  w/busters  (layby).  Call 
Larry  Battaglia  at  (337)  828-1188  or  Joey 
Battaglia  at  (337)  828-1710. 

•  JD  Model  4955  -  $25,000;  Case  Model  5140 
FWD  -  $16,700;  Case  IH  Model  659  ITH 
power  unit,  180  hrs.  -  $8,500;  Ingersol 
Dresser  Model  14  well  head  -  $11 ,000;  1999 
Hearne  Automatic  Cane  Planter  w/running 
gear  -  $15,000;  Thomson  3-row  Cultivator 
w/off  bars  -  $2,250;  Laurent  Covering  Tool  - 
$3,200;  Shop  Made  Land  Leveler  -  $800; 
Shop  Made  Spray  Rig  Boomer  -  $450;  Shop 
Made  Row  Opener  -  $1 ,200;  Huval  Ditcher 
-  $500;  21  ft.  Amco  Disc  -  $2,750;  Rhino 
Grader  Blade  Model  1400  -  $750.  Call  Gary 
Lavergne  @  (337)  945-  7988  or  (337)  942- 
5370. 

•  (3)  1 4  ton  Billet  Basket  Wagons  with  walking 
axes;  8  ft.  Billet  Grab.  Call  Thibodeaux  Bros., 
Inc.  at  (504)  526-8271  home  or  (504)  526- 
8095  shop. 

•  Hot  Water  Heat  Treating  Unit  with  1 6  baskets 
(4'  x  9').  Call  (504)  447-4023. 


1983  2-Row  Cameco  Harvester  -  $40,000; 

1983  JD  690B  Tract  Excavator  -  $20,000: 
Broussard  1-row  Loader  -  $15,000.  Call 
(318)  346-2756  or  (318)  346-2166. 

1984  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

front  wheel  pull,  good  condition,  field  ready! 
Call  (504)  448-0920. 

Large  type  Planters  Aid  with  axles 
EXCELLENT  CONDITION.  Call  Lloyd 
Crawford,  Charenton  (337)  276-71 38  or  (337) 
519-5600. 

(5)  Davis  Frames  with  running  gear.  Used 
to  have  shipping  containers.  1  year  old.  Call 
Northside  Planting  at  (337)  828-2188. 

(2)  Louviere  Automatic  Planters,  front  drum, 
with  running  gear  -  $16,000  each;  La  Cane 
Covering  Tool  w/new  Thimet  boxes  -  $5,000; 
(4)  Planters  Aids,  8ft.  wide  -  $3,000  each. 
Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988  or 
(337)  942-5370. 


WANTED  -  Whole  Stalk  Trailers  in  Good 
Condition.  Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945- 
7988  or  (337)  942-5370. 

WANTED  -  Billet  Grabs  for  transloader. 
Contact  Vic  Bellelo  at  (225)625-2832  or 
e-mail  @  vicandpearl@hotmail.com. 
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ADDRESS  CHANGE  ECRM 


Please  verify  that  your  address  is  correct  on  the  address  label  that  appears  on 
the  front  cover.  If  your  address  is  incorrect,  please  fill  out  the  form  below 
and  return  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Please  list  your  phone  numbers 
also  so  that  it  may  be  included  in  the  database. 

I I        Please  change  my  address  to  the  address  that  appears  below. 

I I        Please  remove  my  name  from  the  mailing  list.  I  no  longer  wish  to 

receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

My  correct  address  is: 

Name 


Farm  Operation 
Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


E-Mail  Address  _ 
Phone  Numbers: 


Office 

Home 

Shop 

Mobile 

Pager 

Fax 


Please  return  to. 


American  Sugar  Cane  League 
P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 
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COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE  LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


American  Cyanamid 

P.  O.  Box  10955,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  369,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 

P.  O.  Box  2869,  Parks,  LA  70582 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 

P.  O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  TX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  407  Briarwood  Dr.,  Suite  205-C 
Jackson,  MS  39206 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 
P.  O.  Box  80978,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-0978 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  367,  Cottonport,  LA  71327 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

458  McCown  Rd.,  Welsh,  LA  70591 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thiboduax,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp  and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Material  Resources,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  1183,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Monsanto 

204  Cresthill,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 

M  &  L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

P.  O.  Box  626,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765-0626 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.  O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Regions  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 
P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rohm  &  Haas 

503  S.  Michot  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

Southern  Agribusiness  Associates 

120  Southpointe  Dr.,  Suite  B,  Jackson,  MS  39212 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Viking  Trailers 

803  W.  Seale  St.,  Nacagdoches,  TX  75964 

Washington  State  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  128,  Washington,  LA  70589 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

125  Kirkwood  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 

•  Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs) 

•  48  ft.  x  102  in.  (Two  23  ft.  baskets) 

•  Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

•  3056  cu.  ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

•  Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

•  Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 


Distributed  by: 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 

1-800-542-9940 


803  W.  Seale  Street     Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
1-800-562-0730 


1,000  acres.  12-hour  days.  4  seasons. 


One  bank. 

Seasons  change.  The  weather's  unpredictable.  Through  it  all,  there's  one  constant  on  which 
farmers,  both  large  and  small,  know  they  can  rely:  the  Land  Bank. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  rolling  up  our  sleeves  and  helping  farmers  just  like  you. 
We're  locally  owned  and  operated,  and  ready  to  lend  you  a  financial  hand.  Whether  you're 
looking  to  buy  more  land,  update  equipment,  or  even  refinance  existing  debt. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  for  your  money  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  your  business  grow. 


LAND BANK 


Part  of  the  fabric  of  rural  life. 


FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION,  FLCA 

1-877-648-LAND 

Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply  for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve,  or  refinance.  f£> 

You  can  also  visit  us  at  www.louisianalandbank.com.  "SJB" 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE   LEAOUE 


By  Charlie  A\elan<zon 


Elections 


I  have  stated  in  the  past  that  during  election 
cycle  years,  everything  but  members' 
elections  are  put  on  the  back  burner. 
Everything  other  than  those  issues  that  either 
party  might  feel  will  give  them  an  electoral 
advantage  such  as  budget  battles,  environmental 
debate,  and  certainly,  what  party  might  gain 
control  of  the  White  House  becoming  secondary. 
Well,  this  election  cycle  is  no  different  than  those 
I  have  witnessed  in  the  past.  However,  this  cycle 
has  a  House  "divided"  (if  you  would)  looking 
for  who  will  control  it  when  the  new  Congress 
convenes.  There  is  a  narrow  margin  of  majority, 
and  even  if  the  Party  in  control  should  change,  it 
will  probably  be  by  a  slim  majority.  It  will  be 
quite  interesting  to  watch  the  outcome  and  the 
eventual  happenings  on  the  House  side  of  the 
Capital  during  the  next  two  years,  regardless  of 
which  party  is  in  the  majority. 

Which  brings  us  to  the  next  Farm  Bill.  As  we 
have  noted  throughout  the  past  several  years,  the 
sugar  program  was  not  what  the  industry  had 
asked  for  when  it  went  to  the  Hill.  Had 
commodity  prices  not  taken  a  down  turn,  and  had 
stuffed  molasses  not  reared  its  ugly  head,  we 
might  have  been  able  to  keep  a  fair  price  for  sugar. 
However,  with  "high  pol  syrup"  being  brought 
in  by  refiners,  "stuffed  molasses"  being  spun  out 
up  north,  coupled  with  farmers,  nationwide, 
seeking  a  commodity  that  might  give  them 
positive  cash  flow,  we  ended  up  in  the  same 
dilemma  that  has  perplexed  all  of  agriculture  for 
the  past  two  years.  DEVASTATINGLY  LOW 
PRICES! 

The  main  core  of  the  Louisiana  sugar  industry 
has  not  had  the  luxury  (if  in  fact  having  an  option 
is  a  luxury)  of  having  alternative  crops  to  grow 


when  another  takes  a  price  downturn.  Now  the 
entire  country's  agriculture  community  is 
experiencing  that  same  perplexing  dilemma.  I 
remember  when  I  was  growing  up,  a  certain 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  that  was  practically 
tarred,  feathered,  and  run  out  of  Thibodaux  on  a 
rail  when  he  suggested  that  cane  farmers  in 
Louisiana  look  for  alternative  crops.  He 
apparently  was  clueless  that  people  within  the 
Louisiana  industry,  throughout  history  and 
because  of  the  constant  political  attacks,  had 
explored  every  commodity  known  to  man  that 
might  have  half  a  chance  of  being  grown  here  in 
South  Louisiana.  The  bottom  line  is  that  the  few 
options  that  might  have  shown  some  potential 
could  not  be  counted  on  to  be  their  major  crop  / 
revenue  producer,  year  in  and  year  out. 

Now  we  have  been  asking  the  present 
Administration  in  Washington,  the  Congress, 
USDA  and  OMB  for  help.  No  different  from 
any  other  commodity.  Right!  You  wouldn't 
know  it.  I  can  pick  up  a  newspaper  and  read 
about  USDA  and  Congress  sending  American 
farmers  $7  Billion  here  and  $8  Billion  there  on 
top  of  the  regular  appropriations,  to  help  them 
through  these  hard  times.  Purchasing  cranberries 
and  wheat,  and  I  think  I  saw  some  lamb  purchases 
in  there,  too.  The  government  was  doing  all  it 
could  to  help  American  agriculture.  Then  USDA 
announced  a  plan  to  buy  $  54  Million  worth  of 
sugar  to  help  the  industry  with  its  price  problems, 
and  you  would  have  thought  that  the  Japanese 
had  again  bombed  Pearl  Harbor  or  something  just 
as  devastating  or  horrendous.  I  apologize  for 
using  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  as  an  illustration, 
but  that  is  how  ludicrous  these  attacks  by  the 
Commercial  Users  and  their  allies  are  becoming. 


With  sugar  prices  down  to  below  18  cents 
(Tuesday,  July  11),  I  can  walk  into  any  grocery 
store  (  even  Case  and  Wholesale  Stores),  and 
find  sugar  at  the  same  price,  or  higher,  than  they 
were  charging  when  our  price  was  at  a  higher  level 
well  over  one  year  ago.  I  haven't  bought  a  cold 
drink(not  that  it  might  contain  sugar),  cake, 
cookie,  candy  bar,  or  yes,  Bob,  a  candy  mint  for 
less  than  I  had  bought  them  before.  In  fact,  the 
price  has  gone  up  on  most  of  these  products.  Yet 
some  in  Washington,  with  their  inborn  or  inbred 
ideologies,  can't  seem  to  admit  that  maybe,  just 
maybe,  they  were  wrong.  I  always  thought  a 
"good"  politician  could  admit  when  he  was 
wrong.  I  guess  that  would  have  precluded  me 
from  being  a  good  politician! 

It  is  my  hope  that  in  this  election  year,  that  all 
of  agriculture  might  unite,  through  the  electoral 
process,  and  not  return  those  people  to  office  that 
believe  that  they  know  more  about  our  business 
and  agriculture  then  do  we.  It  amazes  me  that 
these  large  corporate  lobbyists  can  get  members 
of  Congress  to  introduce  legislation  on  their 
behalf,  that  helps  them  stay  "competitive."  Yet, 
when  agriculture  goes  to  the  hill  and  cries  out  for 
help,  we  have  to  listen  to  some  members  and  their 
young  staffers,  who  in  the  words  of  one  of  my 
Board  members,  "tells  you  what  it  is  you  don't 
understand  about  the  business  in  which  you  are 
actively  engaged!" 

As  time  goes  on,  I  am  beginning  to  better 
understand  the  frustrations  that  beset  my  father, 
my  uncles,  and  all  those  others  in  the  sugar 
business  for  all  those  years,  past  and  present.  The 
French  don't  trade  in  their  old  farm  equipment. 
They  save  it  to  burn  on  the  streets  of  Paris.  I  am 
beginning  to  think  it  is  time  for  American 
agriculture  to  once  again  revolt.  Many  of  those 
people  on  the  Hill  just  don't  know,  and  many 
others  seem  to  take  the  attitude  of  "don't  mistake 
them  for  someone  who  cares!"  And  that,  my 
friend,  is  where  the  real  problem  lies! 

Congress  and  the  American  public  won't 
realize  how  important  agriculture  is  to  this 
country  until  it  is  gone  and  we  are  paying  as  much 
for  our  food,  or  more,  than  the  people  in  the  rest 


of  the  world.  Gasoline  is  $6  a  gallon  in  England, 
and  it  appears  that  maybe  the  major  oil  companies 
would  like  to  see  that  kind  of  price  for  their 
product  in  the  U.S.  Well,  isn't  it  ironic  that  the 
Congress  is  carrying  on  and  commanding  that 
these  companies  explain  what  is  happening  when 
our  gas  goes  over  $1.50.  Lacking  a  viable  and 
sound  energy  policy  is  not  the  oil  companies' 
fault.  What  might  you  think  the  Congress's 
reaction  will  be  when  a  pound  of  sugar  cost  $.5C 
to  $.75  cents  a  pound.  Will  they  demand  an 
explanation  from  those  that  they  have  run  out  ol 
business,  or  rather,  the  Commercial  Users?  II 
they're  successful  in  keeping  us  suppressed. 
Americans  will  then,  as  expressed  by  our  industry 
so  often,  be  paying  dearly  for  their  sugar  anc 
other  foods !  They  are  not  now !  I  have  yet  tc 
hear  a  housewife  complain  about  the  cost  of  sugai 
at  the  grocery  store!  The  only  people  groveling 
as  they  continue  to  reap  larger  profits,  is  the  "BIG 
CORPORATE  COMMERCIAL  USERS!" 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 

(504)  526-8973 


Galyean  Equipment  Co.,  Inc. 
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Offering  "over the  top  or  "off  the  f loot"  dumpin 


of  new  equipment  with  leasing  options 


Galyean  Equipment  Co. 
welcomes  the  opportunity 
to  custom  manufacture  all 

types  of  agricultural 

equipment  to  fit  the  needs 

of  your  operation. 

HENDERSON,  TX  75653    (800)  230-0924  ♦ 
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BROUSSARD 

CANE  EQUIPMENT 
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Cane 

Contractors 

Inc. 


Chopper  Type 
Cane  Harvesters 

High  Dump  Wagons 


Wholestalk 
Cane  Harvesters 

Cane  Loaders 


Contract  Harvesting 

with  Chopper 

Harvesters 


Sales  ♦  Service  ♦  Parts 


Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 


P.O.  Box  2869  •  Parks,  LA  70582  •  Phone  (337)  845-5080 


Your  Trust  is  Important  To  Us 

Confidence  and  trust  in  a  financial  institution  is  something  that  is  earned. 

It  starts  with  employees  who  are  knowledgeable,  qualified  and 

dedicated  to  providing  good  service. 

At  First  South  PCA,  your  trust  is  important  to  us. 


First  South  PCA 


A 
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Dean  Martin 

Thibodaux 


Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(504)  446-9450 


Howell  Chiasson 

Thibodaux 


WASHINOTON  UPDATE 


By  Don  Wallace 


House  Passes  Agriculture  Appropriations  Bill, 

No  Vote  on  Sugar 


A  peaceful  resolution  to  a  weeks-long 
standoff  involving  the  Cuban  embargo 
has  broken  up  a  logjam  for  the 
agriculture  spending  measure.  The  resolution 
allowed  the  House  to  take  up  and  complete  action 
on  the  FY  2001  Agriculture,  Rural  Development, 
Food  &  Drug  Administration,  and  Related 
Agencies  appropriations  bill,  and  send  the 
package  to  the  Senate.  Representatives  Dan 
Miller  (R-FL)  and  George  Miller  (D-CA)  offered 
a  floor  amendment  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
government  funds  to  purchase  surplus  sugar  in 
FY  2001,  but  their  amendment  was  struck  on  a 
point  of  order,  rendering  the  need  for  a  vote  moot. 
The  Senate,  which  this  year  will  not  consider  a 
spending  bill  until  after  action  on  it  has  been 
completed  in  the  House,  is  expected  to  finish  its 
work  on  the  measure  by  the  end  of  July,  just 
before  legislators  leave  Washington  for  the 
August  break. 

Since  the  spring,  speculation  over  the  fate  of 
the  agriculture  spending  bill  has  focused  on  the 
disagreement  between  House  leadership  and 
Representative  George  Nethercutt  (R-WA)  over 
whether  to  allow  sales  of  agricultural 
commodities  to  Cuba.  Rep.  Nethercutt,  a  member 
of  the  House  Agriculture  Appropriations 
Subcommittee,  had  successfully  attached  an 
amendment  to  the  spending  bill  that  would  allow 
such  sales.  Some  in  the  House  leadership,  along 
with  several  anti-Castro  legislators,  objected  to 
the  amendment,  and  hoped  to  influence 
consideration  of  the  spending  measure,  so  that 
the  bill  would  pass  the  House  without  the 
Nethercutt  amendment.  Rep.  Nethercutt  warned 
that  he  had  enough  support  to  stymie  such  an 
effort,  which  if  true  could  have  been  perceived 
as  an  embarrassing  defeat  for  the  leadership. 


Finally,  as  the  House  approached  the  Fourth  of 
July  recess,  and  as  pressure  mounted  on  the 
leadership  to  push  the  bill  forward,  a  late  night 
compromise  was  reached.  By  the  end  of  the 
week,  the  House  was  able  to  finish  debate  on  a 
long  list  of  other  amendments,  including  the 
Miller  amendment  on  sugar.  Work  on  the  bill 
was  completed  shortly  after  Congress  returned 
from  the  break.  The  spending  package  would 
provide  nearly  $60.9  billion  for  commodity 
programs,  rural  development,  and  other 
programs,  about  $1  billion  less  than  originally 
provided  by  Congress  last  year  in  the  FY  2000 
bill 

A  report  on  the  Senate's  consideration  of  the 
agriculture  spending  bill  will  be  included  in  next 
month's  "Washington  Update." 

USDA  Raises  Estimate  of  Production 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA) 
has  released  its  June  report  of  the  World 
Agricultural  Supply  and  Demand  Estimates 
(WASDE),  projecting  higher  beet  output  and 
another  record  season  in  Louisiana.  Overall, 
domestic  production  for  the  coming  year  should 
reach  9.083  million  short  tons,  raw  value,  an 
increase  of  60,000  tons  from  last  month's 
estimate,  though  only  8,000  tons  above  last  year's 
production. 

Beet  output  is  now  expected  to  total  4.730 
million  tons,  up  30,000  tons  from  last  month's 
projection,  yet  still  below  the  past  year's  output 
of  4.950  million  tons.  Cane  production  should 
reach  4.353  million  tons,  also  30,000  tons  above 
last  month's  projection.  Yet,  the  current  estimate 
would  mean  an  increase  of  228,000  tons  over  the 
past  year's  production. 

Only  Hawaii  did  not  contribute  to  the  rise  in 


cane  production.  Louisiana  is  expected  to 
produce  1.80  million  tons,  up  120,000  tons  from 
the  past  year's  record  of  1.68  million  tons. 
Florida  should  produce  2.040  million  tons,  a 
yearly  increase  of  64,000  tons.  Production  in 
Texas  may  rise  the  greatest  proportionally,  from 
105,000  tons  this  past  year,  to  160,000  tons  the 
coming  year,  a  55,000  ton  increase. 

Estimates  of  total  domestic  deliveries  for 
2000/01  remain  at  10.385  million  tons,  up 
135,000  tons  from  1999/00. 

U.S.  Negotiators  Present  Plan  in  Geneva 

U.S.  Trade  Representative  Charlene 
Barshefsky  and  USD  A  Secretary  Dan  Glickman 
traveled  to  Geneva,  Switzerland,  headquarters  of 
the  World  Trade  Organization  (WTO),  recently 
to  announce  a  new  U.S.  proposal  for 
improvements  to  the  global  trading  system  in 


agriculture.  In  presenting  the  plan,  Barshefsky 
and  Glickman  highlighted  the  distortions  to 
global  trade  created  by  such  schemes  as  export 
subsidies  and  state  trading  enterprises  and  pushed 
for  greater  focus  on  these  and  other  problems. 
They  also  indicated  that  the  U.S.  would  seek  more 
fairness  in  tariff  disparities,  rejecting  a  formula 
approach  to  tariff  reduction  that  would  simply 
strengthen  existing  advantages  rather  than  resolve 
them. 

The  U.S.  plan  may  help  rekindle  interest  in 
the  Seattle  Round  of  WTO  negotiations.  Last 
December,  the  WTO  launched  its  current  round 
in  Seattle,  hoping  to  reach  agreement  among  its 
members  on  a  blueprint  for  reform  in  specified 
sectors  of  trade,  most  notably  in  agriculture.  Yet, 
members  were  unable  to  conclude  consensus  on 
the  major  issues,  and  left  Seattle  without  a  clear 
direction. 


HEARNE    CANE    PLANTERS 


SIMPLE 


ROW  PLANTER 

Patent  #5,469,791 


•Fully  Automatic 
•  All  Hydraulic 

T  X  25'  Carrying 
Capacity 

•15  Acres  Per  Day 


RUGGED 

m 


RELIABLE 


••...  the  Hearne  3-Row  Billet 
Planter  paid  for  itself  the  first  year 
in  labor  costs  alone!  It  was  the 
most  stress  free  planting  season 
we've  ever  had  and  this  spring,  we 
had  excellent  stands  of  plant  cane. 
-    L.B.  Maringouin,  LA    %% 


CM  today  for  a 
free  video! 


HEARNE    CONSULTING  INC. 
337/942/8180    2440  POWERS  AVE.  OPELOUSAS,  LA  70570 


Billet  or  WholestalK  Flanting 
As  Good  As  It  Gets! 


"The  Quality  Planter  Wagon  has  a  more  uniform  and  even  flow  of  cane 
than  any  of  the  other  wagons  we  have  seen  or  had  the  chance  to  use." 

Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  LA 


THERE  IS  A  DIFFERENCE!! 


™*^"^™ 

\           HI-DUMP  WAGONS 

i        A 
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■i 

LOW  PROFILE  BILLET  CANE  TRAILER 


Better  performance  with  less  maintenance! 


Get  greater  efficiency  with 

"QUALITY'S  PROVEN 

PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY' 


"uality 


Give  us  a  calif 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street  •  P.O.  Box  406  •Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •  (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 


"Other  Agricultural  Products  Available" 


PROWL 

$3.00/GALLON 
REBATE 


Ends  August  31,  2000 

(1/1/2000-8/31/2000) 

through  Harvest  Partners 

25-399  gallons  =  $2.00  per  gallon  rebate 

>  400  gallons  =  $3.00  per  gallon  rebate 

See  your  local  Agricenter  for  Details 


PROWL 

Safe,  Proven  and 
Economical  Herbicide 


SUGARCANE  PLANTING  UPDATE 

from  BASF  (formerly  American  Cyanamid) 


Broadcast  herbicide  programs  at  planting  are  recommended 
to  STOP  grass  and  broadleaves  from  becoming  established 
in  your  perennial  sugarcane  crop. 


PROWL  Controls  Seedling  Johnsongrass: 

•  Stops  the  development  of  Rhizone  Johnsongrass 

•  Rhizome  Johnsongrass  can  develop  in  3  weeks! 

•  Established  Rhizome  Johnsongrass  decreases  yields  for  the  life  cycle 
of  your  plant  cane  crop. 


PROWL  Controls  Itchgrass: 

•  Stopping  the  development  of  seed  can  eliminate  Itchgrass  from  your 
sugarcane  fields. 

•  For  best  results,  treat  your  fields  with  PROWL  at  planting,  in  the 
spring,  and  at  layby. 
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Planted  Sugarcane  Fields 
Herbicide  Recommendation 


PROWL  Pre-emergence: 


Broadcast  Rate 


Seedling  Johnsongrass 


2-3  quarts /acre 


Itchgrass 


3-4  quarts  /acre 


Browntop  Panicum 


1.5-2  quarts /acre 


Annual  grass 


1.5-2  quarts /acre 


plus 


A  Broadleaf  Herbicide 


For  questions  contact: 

BASF 


Marc  A.  Grabert  at  (337)  367-0925 


or 


Ann  Thompson  at  (337)  989-4277 


*always  read  and  follow  label  directions 
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Thimet  20G  for  Wireworms  at  planting. 

Use  Thimet  20G  Soil  Insecticide  as  a  wireworm  preventative 
because  once  you  have  a  problem  THERE  IS  NO  CURE! 


Cajun  Spraying  Equipment 

Brent  Crochet 

1-800-264-1061  I 

(337)  394-6362 
St.  Martinville,  LA 

New  Microband  Poly  Box  applicators  and 
Microband  Poly  Box  Gandy  Converson  kits  now 
available. 


-  Call  for  details  on  BASF's  $600  Applicator  rebate. 
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THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CLi 


CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting rx\    Equipment 


LEM  ANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 


Donaldsonville  Thibodaux 

(225)  473-7927  (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    L       .s^sajM!.„ 

Case  Credit*   ~    "^El    CASE  CREDIT 

financing 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT.  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)561-7844 
FAX:  (941)561-7855 

CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404     USA 

www.casecorp.com 


FARAV    NOTES 


By  Dr.  Chorley  Ridhord 


Crop  Report  -  Cxme/Sugar  Roflo 


Some  rain  fell  throughout  much  of  the  belt 
during  the  past  month  which  allowed  most 
of  the  plant  cane  and  some  stubble  to  begin 
some  very  rapid  growth.  However,  black  land 
and  old  stubble  (especially  the  combination  of 
those  two)  have  still  been  slow  to  move.  Since 
the  rains  of  early  July,  much  of  the  belt  has  again 
turned  very  dry.  At  this  point,  the  lack  of  rain  is 
causing  a  reduction  in  the  yield  potential  of  the 
crop.  The  stand  of  cane  is  generally  good  to 
excellent  throughout  the  belt.  However,  the 
drought  will  reduce  crop  height.  Soil  moisture 
is  very  low  at  this  time  and  considerable  rainfall 
is  needed  if  sustained  growth  rates  are  to  be  seen. 
Parts  of  the  cane  belt  are  as  much  as  20  inches  of 
rain  below  normal  for  this  year  alone. 

As  agronomists,  we  have  all  used  the  saying 
that  cane  stands  are  much  more  important  than 
crop  height  in  predicting  yield.  In  fact,  for  a  crop 
with  normal  height,  we  often  used  the  expression 
that  height  was  of  no  importance  since  soldier 
harvesters  would  top  the  cane  and  throw  anyway 
any  excess  growth  (tonnage).  About  the  only 
difference  height  made  in  that  case  was  taller  cane 
was  normally  a  little  sweeter  since  the  immature 
top  was  cut  off  as  compared  to  shorter  harvested 
cane  which  would  include  some  of  the  immature 
portion.  While  this  is  still  true  for  the  25%  of  the 
acreage  to  be  soldier  harvested,  this  "rule  of 
thumb"  has  changed  with  the  combine  harvester. 
Growers  can  now  take  advantage  of  the  extra 
tonnage  included  in  the  upper  portions  of  a  stalk. 
This  probably  results  in  lower  cane  quality  but 
has  contributed  to  the  extraordinary  yields  of 
sugar  per  acre  in  recent  years. 


The  final  impact  of  the  drought  this  summer 
is  still  uncertain.  However,  days  in  which  less 
growth  is  seen  than  what  would  have  been 
possible  with  additional  rain  are  considered  as 
lost  and  generally  cannot  be  replaced.  Therefore, 
crop  predictions  for  this  coming  harvest  are  being 
steadily  lowered  as  the  drought  conditions  persist. 

CANE/SUGAR  RATIO 

Prior  to  the  core  sampler,  the  Louisiana 
industry  always  used  standard  tons  of  cane  to 
reflect  the  quality  of  the  crop.  Since  the  core 
sampler,  the  industry  has  always  used  pounds  of 
sugar  per  ton  of  cane  as  the  measure  of  cane 
quality.  Often  times,  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of 
cane  were  converted  to  %  recovery  as  a  measuring 
stick  for  the  industry.  The  calculation  was  made 
by  dividing  pounds  of  sugar  by  the  2000  pounds 
in  a  ton  of  cane.  As  an  example,  a  yield  of  195 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  was  quoted  as  a  sugar 
recovery  of  9.75%  while  a  yield  of  210  pounds 
of  sugar  per  ton  was  recorded  as  a  recovery  of 
10.5%.  This  calculation  is  also  used  by  USDA 
in  its  reporting  of  both  cane  and  beet  crops  in  the 
U.S. 

Because  of  the  rapid  change  in  harvest  system 
from  soldier  machines  to  combines  and  with  the 
potential  threat  of  someday  losing  the  privilege 
to  burn  sugarcane,  this  industry  should  begin  to 
think  of  cane  quality  using  a  different  term.  It  is 
often  used  in  other  sugar  industries  and  is  actually 
the  inverse  of  our  current  %  recovery  method. 
Commonly  referred  to  as  a  "cane/sugar  ratio",  it 
measures  how  many  tons  of  cane  need  to  be 
ground  to  produce  one  ton  of  sugar.  Obviously, 
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the  tonnage  to  be  ground  is  not  pure  cane  but 
rather  a  mixture  of  cane  stalks,  tops,  leaves  and 
soil.  The  larger  the  amount  of  this  extraneous 
material  (everything  besides  the  stalks)  the  higher 
the  cane/sugar  ratio.  Also,  the  lower  the  sugar 
content  in  the  cane,  the  higher  the  cane/sugar 
ratio.  The  higher  the  ratio,  the  more  work  growers 
and  processors  are  doing  to  produce  the  ton  of 
sugar.  The  more  work  involved,  the  higher  the 
production  and  processing  costs  are  to  this 
industry. 

In  our  current  method  of  measuring  cane 
quality,  the  higher  the  recovery  percentage,  the 
better  the  indication  of  cane  quality.  For  example, 
last  year  the  industry  finished  the  season  with  an 
estimated  211  pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane. 
This  converts  to  a  recovery  of  10.55%.  This  yield 
ties  the  third  highest  yielding  year  in  recovery  in 
the  history  of  this  industry. 

When  we  calculate  the  cane/sugar  ratio,  the 
higher  the  number  the  worse  the  indication  of  cane 
quality.  Last  year's  yield  of  21 1  pounds  of  sugar 
per  ton  would  indicate  that  only  9.5  tons  of  cane 
supply  needed  to  be  ground  to  produce  one  ton 
of  sugar.  On  the  other  hand,  1998's  yield  of  189 
pounds  of  sugar  per  ton  gave  a  cane/sugar  ratio 
of  10.6  which  means  that  more  than  10  tons  of 
cane  supply  needed  to  be  ground  to  produce  that 
same  ton  of  sugar. 

By  using  the  cane/sugar  ratio,  perhaps  this 
industry  will  begin  to  concentrate  harder  on 
delivering  cane  with  as  little  extraneous  matter 
as  possible  and  with  the  highest  yield  of  sugar. 
With  current  sugar  prices  and  with  the  possibility 
of  little  price  improvement  in  the  future,  it  will 
be  extremely  important  (perhaps  even  a  matter 
of  survival  or  business  failure)  for  this  industry 
to  grind  as  few  tons  as  possible  to  make  that  ton 
of  sugar.  Figure  1  shows  a  graph  of  domestic 
sugar  prices  (#14  contract)  for  the  past  24  months. 
This  graph  is  not  encouraging  and  should  be  a 
wake  up  call  to  everyone  in  this  industry  to  think 
EFFICIENCY!  In  fact,  at  the  risk  of  sounding 
pessimistic,  this  may  be  the  last  wake  up  call 
available  for  some  growers  and  or  processors  in 
this  industry  if  various  aspects  of  harvesting 
efficiency  are  not  practiced! 


Figure  2  is  a  graph  of  the  cane/sugar  ratio  for 
the  industry  during  the  last  century.  Apparent 
from  the  graph  are  numerous  changes  in  this 
industry.  In  the  early  part  of  the  century,  diseases 
almost  destroyed  the  industry.  Changes  in  the 
varieties  being  grown  alleviated  the  tonnage 
problem  but  it  took  some  time  before  the  industry 
could  consistently  yield  an  acceptable  level  of 
sugar  from  these  newer  canes.  It  was  not  until 
the  late  1930s  and  early  1940s  that  sugar  levels 
reached  those  at  the  turn  of  the  century  and  the 
number  of  i.ons  needed  to  be  ground  to  produce  a 
ton  of  sugar  dropped  to  less  than  13.  Then  the 
mechanization  problems  associated  with  soldier 
harvesters  raised  the  cane/sugar  ratio  to  above 
13  where  it  stayed  until  the  mid  1960s.  Better 
machinery,  higher  sugar  content  varieties, 
improved  pest  control,  and  better  production  and 
processing  practices  then  caused  a  trend  toward 
lower  cane/sugar  ratios.  Over  the  last  15  years, 
new  varieties,  improved  harvesters,  and  more 
recently  combines  have  caused  serious  changes 
in  the  industry  and  a  lower  cane/sugar  ratio. 

Figure  3  shows  the  cane/sugar  ratio  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  using  the  delivered  cane  supply 
and  a  theoretical  prediction.  There  were  eight 
years  where  the  industry  produced  a  cane/sugar 
ratio  of  10  or  greater  while  the  other  seven  years 
saw  yields  where  less  than  10  tons  of  cane  supply 
were  ground  to  produce  a  ton  of  sugar.  When 
one  uses  research  samples  of  cane  to  predict 
recoverable  sugar,  it  can  be  shown  that  it  is 
theoretically  possible  to  grind,  on  average,  8  tons 
of  cane  or  less  to  produce  a  ton  of  sugar.  Of 
course,  it  is  probably  impossible  to  reach  that  low 
a  cane/sugar  ratio  on  a  commercial  basis,  but 
somewhere  between  where  we  are  and  8  should 
be  the  objective  for  this  industry.  Other  sugar 
industries  around  the  world  consistently  produce 
a  lower  cane/sugar  ratio  than  does  Louisiana. 
Some  of  these  industries  are  more  tropical,  only 
harvest  in  dry  weather,  and  have  hand  harvesting 
operations.  However,  some  of  these  have 
comparable  problems  as  we  do  in  Louisiana  and 
we  should  attempt  to  improve  our  cane/sugar 
ratios  through  whatever  means  possible.  This 
includes  continued  breeding  for  high  sugar  and 
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low  trash  levels,  molecular  techniques  that  may 
someday  improve  cane  quality,  improved  cane 
harvesters,  improved  processing  and  most 
importantly,  management  focused  on  improved 
cane  quality. 

Growers  should  remember  that  it  is  not  only 
the  processor  who  bears  the  expense  of  grinding 
extraneous  material  and  low  quality  sugarcane. 
That  cane  supply  which  has  a  high  level  of  trash 
has  to  be  harvested  in  either  a  combine  or  soldier 
machine,  transported,  and  then  ground.  It  delays 
the  completion  of  the  season  thus  risking  cane 
deterioration  from  freezes,  causes  losses  in  the 
factory  which  affect  all  growers,  and  then  must 
be  disposed  of  in  some  manner.  These  costs  are 
tremendous  to  the  industry  and  could  destroy  it 
if  growers  and  processors  do  not  concentrate  on 
achieving  a  low  cane/sugar  ratio.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  in  Louisiana's  history  that  cane  quality 


has  been  critical.  When  the  industry  made  the 
transition  from  hand  harvest  to  soldier  harvest  in 
the  1940s,  the  same  issues  were  important.  It  is 
once  again  time  to  focus  on  cane  quality. 

Two  years  ago,  a  revision  was  made  to  the  core 
sampler  formula  for  predicting  recoverable  sugar. 
That  formula  is  now  very  accurate  in  predicting 
the  level  of  sugar  per  ton  of  cane.  To  provide 
extra  encouragement  for  growers  to  deliver  as 
high  a  quality  product  as  possible  with  as  little 
extraneous  matter  as  practical,  one  factory 
incorporated  a  sugar  bonus/penalty  correction  to 
their  formula.  It  appears  to  have  helped  that 
factory  since  its  sugar  recovery  improved 
considerably  during  the  last  year.  Other  factories 
are  considering  similar  or  other  sugar  bonus/ 
penalty  programs  to  provide  the  necessary 
incentives  for  growers  to  deliver  the  cleanest  and 
highest  quality  product. 


23 


21 


19 


17 


—  No.  14  sugar  price 

June  October  February  June  October  February 

1998  1999  2000 


18 


YEAR 


20 


15  - 


10  - 


LOUISIANA  SUGAR  INDUSTRY 
—Cane/sugar  ratio 


5  - 


1900 


2000 


19 


Switch  to  Hibernia,  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838 

HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters.™ 

©  1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.      Member  FDIC.     www.hiberniabank.com 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE 


By  )ames  F.  Coerver, 
GEO,  Inc. 
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Smoke  Pollution  Control 


Louisiana  Smoke  Management  Guidelines 
for  Sugarcane  Harvesting  was  recently 
released  by  the  Louisiana  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  (LDAF).  These  smoke 
management  guidelines  provide  directions  on  when, 
where,  and  how  confined  burning  in  cane  fields  can 
(and  sometimes  cannot)  be  done  while  minimizing 
the  risk  of  causing  significant  offsite  smoke  and  ash 
damage  or  other  nuisance. 

The  new  smoke  management  guidelines  and  field 
burning  management  system  came  about  because  of 
numerous  and  widespread  complaints  about  smoke 
and  ash  during  the  1999  cane  harvest.  There  was 
much  uncomplimentary  coverage  of  the  problems 
in  the  news  media,  and  questions  were  raised  about 
the  practice  of  burning  sugarcane  trash  in  the  field 
and  whether  the  practice  should  be  banned  if  smoke 
and  ash  nuisance  situations  cannot  otherwise  be 
abated.  The  new  and  greatly  improved  cane  field 
burn  management  system  will  no  doubt  be 
scrutinized  by  the  news  media  throughout  the  Y2K 
cane  harvest.  The  system  is  thus  on  trial  in  the  "court 
of  public  opinion." 

The  large  attendance  and  enthusiastic 
participation  by  cane  farmers  at  the  recent  LDAF 
smoke  management  seminars  is  a  good  omen.  It 
indicates  widespread  understanding  that  the 
continued  use  of  burning  as  a  harvest  management 
tool  depends  on  the  full  cooperation  of  every  sugar 
cane  farmer.  Program  success  is  an  economic 
necessity,  and  success  is  the  only  acceptable 
outcome. 

Judging  the  success  of  the  new  smoke 
management  system  will  be  highly  subjective.  It 
cannot  be  judged  on  the  basis  of  ambient  air  quality 
because  there  is  presently  no  State  or  National 
Ambient  Air  Quality  Standard  (NAAQS)  in  force 
that  is  applicable  to  the  situation.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  there  will  be  a  significant  improvement  over  the 


1999  smoke  situation,  but  even  controlled  fires 
produce  some  smoke.  There  will  also  be  other 
sources  of  smoke  in  the  vicinity  such  as  accidental 
fires  and  factory  emissions  which  some  may  blame 
on  the  program.  Weather  forecasts,  upon  which  the 
control  system  relies,  are  not  100  percent  accurate 
and  sudden  and  unpredicted  wind  shifts  could 
change  smoke  dispersal  from  direction  planned. 
Keeping  neighbors  and  the  general  public  fully 
informed  and  prepared  is  more  likely  to  gain 
program  acceptance  than  unpleasant  surprises. 

It  is  not  possible  to  eliminate  all  complaints 
because  many  health/environmental  activists  insist 
that  there  should  be  no  smoke  anywhere  at  any  time, 
and  their  viewpoints  receive  preferential  treatment 
in  the  news  media.  Whether  or  not  such  views  are 
reasonable,  the  constituency  exists  and  should  be 
appeased  to  the  extent  that  it  is  feasible  to  do  so, 
i.e.,  make  no  more  smoke  than  is  necessary. 
However,  the  objective  of  the  smoke  management 
program  is  to  avoid  any  situation  where  smoke  or 
ash  from  burning  cane  fields  can  become  an  offsite 
nuisance.  Close  adherence  to  the  guidelines, 
including  preparing  and  keeping  accurate  records, 
can  provide  farmers  with  a  measure  of  protection 
from  civil  liability  and  help  the  sugar  cane  industry 
maintain  its  position  that  overall  public  benefits  from 
controlled  burning  far  outweigh  those  of  any  local 
and/or  statewide  burn-ban. 

The  non-applicability  of  NAAQS  to  the  situation 
is  only  a  temporary  situation  (see  August  1997  and 
December  1997  issues  of  The  Sugar  Bulletin).  The 
new  "PM25  Standard"  could  prohibit  all  such 
outdoor  burning  if  enforced  as  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  indicated  it  would 
be.  The  regulatory  procedure  on  the  PM2  5  standard 
is  in  litigation  now  headed  for  review  at  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court.  Comment  on  that  situation  will 
be  forthcoming. 
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REAL  POWER.  REAL  CHOICE. 


O, 


One  touch  of  TOUCHDOWN®  herbicides  patented 

active  ingredient,  sulfosate  (glyphosate-trimesium) , 

quickly  penetrates  even  the  toughest  grasses  and 

broadleaf  weeds.  Then  it  moves  down  to  the  roots 

for  all  the  annual  and  perennial  weed  control  power 

you'll  need.  TOUCHDOWN  is  great  for  controlling 

tough  weeds  like  bermudagrass  in  your  fallow  sugar  cane  as  well  as 

weeds  in  noncrop  farm  areas,  such  as  in  ditches.  TOUCHDOWN  is 

your  real  choice  for  real  powerful  systemic  burndown.     For  more 

information,  see  your  retailer,  call  our  hotline  at  800-759-2500  or  visit 

our  web  site  at  zenecaagproducts.com. 


TOUCHDOWN 


ZENECA 

Ag  Products 


THE  POWER.  THE  CHOICE. 


©2000  Zeneca  Ag  Products  Inc.  TOUCHDOWN"  is  a  registered  trademark  of  a  Zeneca 
company.  Farm  Safely.  Always  read  and  follow  label  directions. 
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Choppers,  Cultivators,  Plows,  4  Row  tools 
New  and  Repairs,  Build  to  your  needs. 


Trailers,  side  dump,  sheeted,  conversion,  and  new 
repair  etc. 


Prados 


Works 


We  are  dedicated  to  your  farm  needs  .  . 

Located  in  Centerville,  LA 

St.  Mary  Parish 

Phone:  337-836-9421  or  337-836-1000 

558  Prairie  Road 
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Wagons,  side  dump,  sheeted.  New  and  Repair 


Billet  Cane  Modules  (holds  approx.  80  -  90  tons) 
12  ft.  x  12  ft.  x  30  ft. 


SAVE  A  TON 

Call  for  more  information  or  an  estimate  .  .  . 
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Please  verify  that  your  address  is  correct  on  the  address  label  that  appears  on 
the  front  cover.  If  your  address  is  incorrect,  please  fill  out  the  form  below 
and  return  to  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League.  Please  list  your  phone  numbers 
also  so  that  it  may  be  included  in  the  database. 

I I        Please  change  my  address  to  the  address  that  appears  below. 

I I        Please  remove  my  name  from  the  mailing  list.  I  no  longer  wish  to 

receive  The  Sugar  Bulletin. 

My  correct  address  is: 
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City 


State 
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Home 

Shop 

Mobile 

Pager 

Fax 


Please  return  to. 


American  Sugar  Cane  League 
P.O.  Drawer  938 
Thibodaux,  LA  70302-0938 


24 


The  Rust  Outbreak  of  2000 
What's  Going  On! 


By  Jeff  Hoy 

Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology 

LSU  Ag  Center 

Mike  Grisham 
USDA/ARS/SRRC  Sugarcane  Research  Unit 

Clayton  Hollier 

Louisiana  Cooperative  Extension  Service 

LSU  Ag  Center 


Rust  is  a  sugarcane  disease  that  has  been  present  in  Louisiana  for  more  than  20  years  now. 
It  has  generally  been  of  minor  importance  during  that  time.  However,  during  Spring  2000,  a 
widespread  outbreak  occurred,  and  rust  was  prominent  in  fields  all  over  the  Louisiana  industry. 
A  commonly  heard  question  was:  "What  did  you  spray  on  that  field?"  This  was  particularly 
alarming  to  growers,  since  it  occurred  in  what  has  come  to  be  the  dominant  variety,  LCP  85- 
384.  This  article  addresses  the  questions:  why  was  there  so  much  rust  this  season,  why  was  it 
so  prominent  in  LCP  85-384,  what  are  the  likely  effects  on  growth  and  yield,  and  what  might 
we  expect  in  the  future  from  rust? 

Rust  is  caused  by  a  fungus  named  Puccinia  melanocephala.  Microscopic,  red-brown  spores 
of  the  organism  infect  leaves  of  susceptible  varieties  under  disease  favorable  conditions.  The 
fungus  grows  in  the  leaf  tissues  and  produces  small,  yellow  spots  or  flecks  that  then  may 
develop  into  reddish-brown,  elongate  lesions.  The  lesions  can  erupt  through  the  underside  of 
the  leaf  and  release  a  new  generation  of  spores.  Under  favorable  conditions,  tremendous 
numbers  of  lesions  can  be  produced  and  vast  quantities  of  spores  are  released  and  dispersed 
by  air  currents  to  cause  new  infections. 

Most  of  the  orange-brown  fields  observed  this  season  have  been  caused  by  rust.  However, 
there  are  two  other  foliar  diseases  of  sugarcane,  brown  spot  and  brown  stripe,  that  can  cause 
brown  lesions  on  leaves  that  look  a  lot  like  rust.  LCP  85-384  can  be  attacked  by  these  diseases, 
but  severe  outbreaks  have  been  uncommon.  Severe  brown  spot  and  brown  stripe  usually 
occur  when  there  are  poor  growing  conditions.  For  example,  one  condition  cited  in  the  literature 
that  leads  to  severe  disease  is  potassium  deficiency.  Neither  brown  spot  nor  brown  stripe  have 
lesions  that  erupt  through  the  underside  of  the  leaf  and  produce  red-brown  spores  that  will  rub 
off  on  your  finger. 

The  organism  that  causes  rust  is  what  is  known  as  an  obligate  parasite.  This  means  it  only 
occurs  in  living  tissue  (mainly  leaves)  of  the  sugarcane  plant.  If  all  of  the  above-ground  plant 
tissue  is  killed  by  freezes  during  winter,  it  cannot  survive  in  the  soil  or  plant  debris.  The  series 
of  mild  winters  we  have  had  recently  in  Louisiana  established  the  conditions  that  would  make 
a  severe  outbreak  of  rust  possible.  In  addition,  rust  is  favored  by  mild  temperatures  and  vigorous 
plant  growth.  Severe  rust  is  most  commonly  observed  in  plant  cane  fields  or  stubble  cane  cut 
early  for  seed.  The  disease  probably  gets  established  during  the  fall  then,  if  it  survives  the 
winter,  gets  an  early  start  in  the  spring.  Extensive  leaf  growth  can  protect  the  rust  pathogen 
from  cold  temperatures  and,  once  spring  has  begun,  moisture  that  favors  infection  development 
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will  persist  longer  on  leaves  in  a  thick  stand  of  cane. 

Varieties  vary  in  level  of  susceptibility  to  rust.  However,  even  in  susceptible  varieties,  rust 
severity  is  affected  by  environmental  conditions  and  the  nutritional  status  and  age  of  plants. 
Rust  has  been  reported  to  be  more  severe  when  nutrient  imbalances  occur,  either  too  much  or 
too  little.  It  is  favored  by  high  nitrogen  and  soil  fertility.  It  is  more  severe  when  the  soil  pH  is 
low.  Severe  rust  was  observed  this  season  in  some  fields  with  vigorously  growing  cane  located 
along  north  tree  lines  or  where  spoil  from  ditches  had  been  deposited.  The  stage  of  plant 
growth  also  may  affect  the  severity  of  rust  development.  As  temperatures  increase  and  plants 
grow  and  mature,  rust  infection  decreases  dramatically. 

Now  we  can  address  the  first  question  being  asked:  why  is  there  so  much  rust  this  season? 
Mild  temperatures,  dry  days  and  regular  dew  formation  at  night  all  were  conditions  highly 
favorable  for  rust  development  that  occurred  routinely  this  spring.  These  conditions  following 
a  mild  winter  created  ideal  circumstances  for  a  severe  rust  epidemic  to  occur,  and  that  is 
exactly  what  happened.  The  only  other  thing  needed  was  widespread  planting  of  a  susceptible 
variety,  and  this  brings  us  to  the  question  on  everyone's  mind:  why  was  there  so  much  rust  in 
LCP  85-384? 

Observations  on  rust  development  are  routinely  made  as  part  of  the  variety  selection  program. 
When  LCP  85-384  was  coming  through  the  program,  only  very  mild  rust  symptoms  were 
observed  on  it,  while  rust  development  was  observed  on  varieties  known  to  be  susceptible, 
such  as  LCP  82-89.  This  led  to  the  assignment  of  a  resistant  rating  to  LCP  85-384  for  rust.  This 
is  obviously  not  the  case  now.  So,  what  has  happened? 

Rusts  are  important  diseases  on  many  crops,  and  the  organisms  that  cause  rusts  are  well 
known  for  the  ability  to  adapt  and  develop  genetic  types,  what  pathologists  refer  to  as  "races," 
that  can  attack  what  were  previously  resistant  varieties.  This  has  been  observed  repeatedly  for 
sugarcane  rust  and  resistant  varieties  released  in  Florida.  The  possibility  exists  that  a  new  race 
of  rust  has  developed  here  that  can  attack  LCP  85-384,  or  there  may  have  been  a  portion  of  the 
rust  population  that  always  was  able  to  infect  LCP  85-384  but  only  became  prominent  when 
the  acreage  of  the  variety  increased  dramatically  and  disease  favorable  conditions  occurred. 
In  either  case,  a  rust  race  capable  of  infecting  LCP  85-384  is  now  common,  and  this  means  we 
will  continue  to  see  rust  on  LCP  85-384  whenever  rust  favorable  conditions  occur. 

The  next  question  is:  what  will  the  impact  of  rust  be  on  LCP  85-384?  The  truth  is  we  do  not 
really  know.  All  we  can  do  is  report  on  what  experiences  have  been  in  other  places  and  consider 
how  the  disease  develops  here  in  relation  to  how  the  crop  develops.  Yield  losses  due  to  rust 
have  been  reported.  In  Florida,  research  has  shown  significant  yield  losses  in  susceptible 
varieties.  Losses  have  been  due  to  reductions  in  shoot  populations  and  stalk  weight. 

In  Louisiana,  rust  is  worst  during  the  time  when  plants  are  tillering.  Observations  this  season 
have  indicated  that,  in  most  parts  of  the  industry,  a  more  than  adequate  shoot  population  has 
been  produced  (more  than  will  be  able  to  survive  as  unliable  stalks)  despite  the  rust.  Rust  will 
disappear  quickly  once  temperatures  climb  into  the  90's,  we  get  some  rain,  and  the  cane  starts 
to  grow.  This  means  it  will  not  be  reducing  the  leaf  area  available  to  trap  the  energy  from  the 
sun  while  the  shoots  are  developing  into  stalks.  Older  leaves  contribute  very  little  to  growth. 
This  makes  us  think  that,  under  Louisiana  growing  conditions,  the  impact  of  rust  on  sugarcane 
yield  should  be  minor.  It  is  our  feeling  that,  while  rust  made  the  cane  look  ugly  this  spring,  it 
will  not  significantly  reduce  yields,  if  we  can  get  some  favorable  summer  growing  conditions. 
The  low  incidence  of  rust  during  the  summer  and  the  fact  that  the  pathogen  only  occurs  in 
green  leaf  tissue  mean  that  there  should  be  no  danger  in  using  cane  for  seed  from  fields  that 
showed  severe  rust  symptoms  during  the  spring. 

Successful  control  of  rust  in  other  places  has  only  been  achieved  with  varietal  resistance, 
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and  that  has  only  been  temporary  in  many  cases.  Numerous  fungicides  have  been  looked  at, 
but  none  have  ever  been  recommended  for  use  to  control  rust.  The  rust  epidemic  occurs  over 
an  extended  period,  so  multiple  applications  would  be  necessary  to  achieve  disease  control. 
In  Florida,  the  experience  has  been  that  many  fungicides  will  provide  some  control,  but  none 
have  provided  a  high  level  of  control.  These  factors  coupled  with  uncertainty  about  the  effect 
on  yield  mean  that  fungicidal  control  of  rust  is  unlikely  to  be  economical.  Hot  weather  and 
increasing  plant  maturity  will  provide  natural  control  of  rust. 

We  will  continue  to  monitor  the  rust  situation  during  the  rest  of  the  season  and  in  the 
coming  years.  It  is  difficult  to  answer  with  certainty  the  last  question:  what  can  we  expect  in 
the  future?  With  the  widespread  planting  of  a  susceptible  variety,  we  will  see  rust  from  now 
on  whenever  conditions  favorable  for  rust  occur.  However,  based  on  previous  experience  and 
what  we  know  about  rust,  it  is  possible,  perhaps  even  likely,  that  a  rust  outbreak  similar  to  the 
one  this  year  will  turn  out  to  be  an  unusual  event.  The  dry,  cool  spring  conditions  that  contributed 
strongly  to  the  severity  of  the  outbreak  do  not  occur  routinely.  In  addition,  whenever  we  have 
a  return  to  the  occurrence  of  winter  freezes, 
rust  incidence  should  drop  dramatically. 

Rust  is  a  highly  visible  disease,  and  it  is 
natural  for  growers  to  become  concerned 
when  they  see  it  in  their  major  variety. 
However,  there  is  nothing  growers  can  do 
about  it,  and  considering  all  of  the  factors 
involved,  the  chances  are  that  rust  will 
continue  to  be  a  disease  of  minor  importance. 
At  this  time,  we  do  not  view  rust  as  a  threat  to 
LCP  85-384.  Growers  have  a  long  list  of 
things  to  worry  about.  On  this  one,  leave  the 
worrying  to  us. 


UAP 

MIDSOUTH 

Thibodaux,  LA 
(504)  447-4031 

Jeanerette,  LA 
(337)  276-5051 

New  Roads,  LA 
(225)  638-8343 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 
Donaldsonville,  LA 
(225)  473-7927 
Satellite  Plant 

CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


(2)  Whole  Stalk  Trailers  in  good  condition. 
Call  Clevelend  Provost  @  (337)  276-4288  or 
e-  mail  tjjazie@aol.com. 

Broussard  Single  Row  Cutter,  Sunstran 
Hydraulics,  JD  Power  -  $17,500  or  will  trade 
for  tractor,  Woods  15ft.  Shredder  -  $1,000. 
Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (337)  229-8409. 

Broussard  2-row  Harvester,  4-wheel  drive, 
2-row  Loader  -  $75,000  for  both.  Thompson 
3-  row  Plow  -  $3,000.  Call  (31 8)  346-61 74  or 
(318)838-2505. 

(1)  IH-5240,  yr  1995,  MFWD,  Pipe  bumper, 
Military  hitch,  Tires  excellent,  Full  light  system 
-  $18,000.00.  Call  (225)  673-4583  or  (225) 
647-2994. 


(12)  Tandem  Chain  Net  Carts;  (4)  Tandem 
Transloader  Carts;  S-30  J  &  L  Cutter  (needs 
engine).  Make  Offer.  Call  Ray  Champagne  at 
(504)532-3810. 

(2)  7 1/2  ton  Cameco  High  Dump  Wagons  - 
$1 3,500  each;  JD  3020  Engine  -  $2,500;  1 988 
Int'l  Truck  -  $9,500;  Auto  Planter  -  $3,500 
3-row  Off  Bar  or  Covering  Tool  -  $3,000 
Tandum  Whole  Stalk  Wagons  -  $2,500  each 
40'  Whole  Stalk  Trailer  -  Best  Offer.  Call 
Johnny  McCollum  at  (504)  446-0136. 

1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD 
engine  and  front  wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  1990 
Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $17,000. 
Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (337)  365-0014. 
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JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD  7400  Hi- 
Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900 
hours;  Int'l  1086  Hi-Crop  w/tank&  rack;  1993 
Cameco  CHT  2500  Chopper  Harvester.  Call 
(225)  937-0846  (day)  or  (225)  627-9577 
(evenings),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  &  air  - 

$60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

1996  2-row  LaCane  Tiger  Loader,  2,000 
hrs.,  excellent  condition  -  $58,000;  20  -  New 
16.9x28  R1W  tires;  20  -  New  16.9x30  R1W 
tires  -  $495  each.  Call  (337)  879-7932  (W) 
leave  message. 

1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 
18-4-  38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new  trans  & 
engine  overhauled  in  '97  -  $14,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type 
Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with  gauge  wheels 
and  cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance 
1981;  1  front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal. 
tank  -  $100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17'  - 
$2,000;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  - 
$250;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  - 
$75;  Int'l  3-row  Chopper  -  $1 ,000;  3  one- 
row  shavers  -  best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre 
at  (337)  229-6932. 

Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain  pilar  and 
backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with  60 
ton  Army  Hitches,  extra  wheels  and  hubs;  1 8- 
Wheeler  quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell  Judice  at 
(337)  394-4727. 

Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended  front 
end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power.  1993 
2-row  Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air, 
extended  front  end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD 
power.  Both  ready  and  repaired.  6  sets 
Direct  Haul  Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24 
grader  tires.  Call  (337)  365-5036  night  or  day 
or  (337)  373-7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 


•  1992  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

cab  &  air  with  extended  gate  and  front  end  to 
accommodate  4-rows  in  one,  gathering  arms 
have  been  extended.  Front  wheel  pull. 
Excellent  Condition  -  $42,000.  Call  (337)  276- 
4547  office,  (337)  276-4778  home,  or  (337) 
276-7070  shop. 

•  JD  Model  4955  -  $25,000;  Case  IH  Model 

659  ITH  power  unit,  180  hrs.  -  $8,500; 
Ingersol  Dresser  Model  14  well  head  - 
$11,000;  Thomson  3-row  Cultivator  w/off 
bars  -  $2,250;  Laurent  Covering  Tool  - 
$3,200;  Shop  Made  Land  Leveler  -  $800; 
Shop  Made  Spray  Rig  Boomer  -  $450;  Shop 
Made  Row  Opener  -  $1 ,200;  Huval  Ditcher 
-  $500;  21  ft.  Amco  Disc  -  $2,750;  Rhino 
Grader  Blade  Model  1400  -  $750.  Call  Gary 
Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988  mobile  or  (337) 
942-5370  home. 

•  1983  2-Row  Cameco  Harvester  -  $40,000; 
1983  JD  690B  Tract  Excavator  -  $20,000: 
Broussard  1-row  Loader  -  $15,000.  Call 
(318)  346-2756  or  (318)  346-2166. 

•  1984  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

front  wheel  pull,  good  condition,  field  ready! 
Call  (504)  448-0920. 

•  Large  type  Planters  Aid  with  axles 
EXCELLENT  CONDITION.  Call  Lloyd 
Crawford,  Charenton  (337)  276-7138  or  (337) 
519-5600. 

•  (2)  Louviere  Automatic  Planters,  front  drum, 
with  running  gear  -  $16,000  each;  La  Cane 
Covering  Tool  w/newThimet  boxes  -  $5,000; 
(4)  Planters  Aids,  8ft.  wide  -  $3,000  each. 
Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988  mobile 
or  (337)  942-5370  home. 

•  WANTED  -  Whole  Stalk  Trailers  in  Good 
Condition.  Single  row,  self  propelled 
Broussard  Loader.  Either  2  or  4  wheel  drive. 
Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988  mobile 
or  (337)  942-  5370  home. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE 

LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


The  Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  517,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BASF  (formerly  American  Cyanamid) 

P.  O.  Box  10955,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 

P.  O.  Box  2869,  Parks,  LA  70582 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Lhibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 

P.  O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  LX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  407  Briarwood  Dr.,  Suite  205-C 
Jackson,  MS  39206 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 
P.  O.  Box  80978,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-0978 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  367,  Cottonport,  LA  71327 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Duplantier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

Certified  Public  Accountants 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

458  McCown  Rdv  Welsh,  LA  70591 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thiboduax,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp  and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Material  Resources,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  1183,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Monsanto 

204  Cresthill,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 

M  &  L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  Trail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

P.  O.  Box  626,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765-0626 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.  O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Regions  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 
P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rohm  &  Haas 

503  S.  Michot  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

Southern  Agribusiness  Associates 

120  Southpointe  Dr.,  Suite  B,  Jackson,  MS  39212 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Viking  Trailers 

803  W.  Seale  St.,  Nacagdoches,  TX  75964 

Washington  State  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  128,  Washington,  LA  70589 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

125  Kirkwood  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 
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SIDE  DUMP  SUGAR  CANE  TRAILER 


•  Strong,  lightweight  construction  (20,400  lbs) 

•  48  ft.  x  102  in.  (Two  23  ft.  baskets) 

•  Steel  disc  wheels  with  24.5  radial  tires 

•  3056  cu.  ft.  total  capacity  in  baskets 

•  Dumping  mechanism  eliminates  possible  flip-over 

•  Options  available:  ladders,  trap  doors,  2  speed  legs 


Distributed  by: 

Blackmon  Trailer  Sales 

Mansfield,  LA  /  Poplarville,  MS 

1-800-542-9940 


803  W.  Seale  Street     Nacogdoches,  TX  75964 
1-800-562-0730 


THE  DIFFERENCE 
IS  NOW 

CRYSTAL  CLSJHC^ 

CLEAN 


Cane  Harvesting TX\    Equipment 


LEM  ANN'S 

Farm  Supply,  Inc. 


Donaldsonville  Tkibodaux 

(225)  473-7927  (504)  447-3776 


Ask  about    L 

Case  Credit  ■  CASE  CREDIT 

financing 


Ronald  J.  Gonsoulin 

King  Sucrose  LIX 


The  Louisiana  Sugar  Cane  Festival  and  Fair  Association  has  announced  that  Ronald  J.  Gonsoulin  of 
New  Iberia  will  reign  as  King  Sucrose  over  the  annual  festival.  This  year's  festival  will  be  held  in  New 
Iberia,  Sept.  21-24,  2000. 

As  a  fifth  generation  sugar  cane  farmer,  Gonsoulin  has  resided  in  Iberia  Parish  his  entire  life,  where 
he  is  presently  the  President  of  Ulysse  Gonsoulin  and  Sons  Farm.  For  27  years  he  operated  the  farm  with 
his  father,  two  brothers  and  son.  Since  1996  he  has  operated  the  farm  with  his  father  Ulysse  Jr.,  and  his 
son  Keven,  with  farms  located  in  New  Iberia,  St.  Martinville  and  Cade. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Catholic  High  School  and  a  1970  graduate  of  U.S. L.  with  a  degree  in  Agriculture 
Business  and  an  active  member  of  the  Alpha  Zeta  Honorary  Fraternity.  Currently  Gonsoulin  serves  as 
President  of  the  Iberia  Sugar  Cooperative,  Past-President  of  the  American  Society  of  Sugar  Cane 
Technologists,  and  is  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League. 

He  is  a  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  member  serving  on  the  Louisiana  State  Board  and  currently  serves  as 
Chairman  of  the  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  Sugar  Advisory  Committee.  He  helped  organize  the  first 
Young  Farmer  &  Rancher  Committee  and  served  as  Iberia  Parish  Farm  Bureau  President  for  12  years. 

Gonsoulin  also  represents  the  sugar  industry  by  serving  on  numerous  committees  of  the  American 
Sugar  Cane  League  and  was  a  participant  in  the  LSU  Agricultural  Leadership  Program.  He  has  been 
instrumental  in  aiding  to  develop  new  technology  and  designing  new  farm  equipment  used  in  sugarcane 
production. 

Married  to  Cheryl  Melancon  Gonsoulin,  they  are  the  parents  of  Keven  Gonsoulin  and  Rochelle 
Gonsoulin  Landry,  and  their  respective  spouses  Dawn  Kleinpeter  and  Cory  Landry.  They  also  have  four 
grandchildren.  He  is  the  son  of  Elise  Babineaux  Gonsoulin  and  Ulysse  Gonsoulin,  Jr.  Ronnie  enjoys 
hunting  and  flying  with  his  wife  Cheryl,  who  is  a  certified  multi-engine  pilot. 

The  American  Sugar  Cane  League  congratulates  Ronald  on  being  selected  King  Sucrose  LIX. 
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Billet  or  WholestalU  Planting  — 
As  Good  As  It  Gets! 


CANE 
PLANTER 
WAGONS 
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"The  Quality  Planter  Wagon  has  a  more  uniform  and  even  flow  of  cane 
than  any  of  the  other  wagons  we  have  seen  or  had  the  chance  to  use." 

Daniel  Naquin,  Thibodaux,  LA 

THERE  IS  A  DIFFERENCE!! 


j            HI-DUMP  WAGONS 

3k     ^\ 
i 

w 

)  A 

i¥ 

Kilt 

\ 

. 

LOW  PROFILE  BILLET  CANE  TRAILER 
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Better  performance  with  less  maintenance! 


Get  greater  efficiency  with 

"QUALITY'S  PROVEN 

PERFORMANCE  &  DURABILITY" 
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Give  us  a  call! 


INDUSTRIES,  INC. 


118  West  Main  Street  •  P.O.  Box  406  •  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 
(504)  447-4021  •  (800)  447-8403  •   (504)  447-4028  -  Fax 


Tony  Collinson 

Ag  Sales 


'Other  Agricultural  Products  Available" 


UP  FRONT  WITH  THE    LEAGUE 


By  ChoHie  AVel^ncon 


American  Sugar  Alliance  Meeting 


I  returned  from  the  ASA  meeting  at  the  end  of 
last  week  (8/10).  As  usual,  the  meeting  was 
very  informative  with  speakers  ranging  from 
Members  of  Congress  to  the  Mexican  Trade 
Representative,  and  much  in  between.  The 
Alliance  Symposium  is  always  very  enlightening, 
as  it  always  provides  you  with  the  observations 
of  others  who  view  our  industry  from  perspectives 
that  often  differ  from  our  own.  The  only  thing 
that  I  would  change,  if  I  could,  would  be  the  time 
of  year  that  the  meeting  is  held.  It  is  quite  obvious 
that  August,  through  the  end  of  each  year,  is  not 
an  opportune  time  for  growers  or  processors  to 
be  away  from  their  operations.  However,  the  only 
time  of  the  year  that  Members  of  Congress  are 
"collectively"  available,  is  the  month  of  August. 
They  are  on  a  month  long  break,  every  year,  in 
the  month  of  August.  Thus  the  reason  for  this 
meeting  being  scheduled  at  this  time  of  year,  every 
year. 

Which  brings  me  to  what  did  the  members  say. 
I  guess  the  key  phrase  gleaned  this  year  was 
"inventory  management."  What  does  it  mean?  I 
guess  that  is  for  each  of  us  to  decide  on  our  own. 
However,  I  generally  think  that  it  is  the  new 
vernacular  that  we  will  be  hearing  regarding 
agricultural  programs  in  the  upcoming  new 
Congress.  I  do  believe  that  the  old  phrase, 
"production  control,"  is  passe' .  For  the  most  part, 
Congressmen  Stenholm,  Combest  and  Ewing 
spent  much  time,  informally,  with  symposium 
attendees  during  the  4-5  day  event. 

SYMPOSIUM  TIDBITS 

Congressman  Stenholm  suggested  that  sugar 
growers  get  use  to  the  idea  that  the  US  will  re- 
establish trade  relations  with  Cuba.  He  said,  "It's 


going  to  happen.  Let's  work  together  to  the 
benefit  of  the  sugar  industry." 

The  Congressman  addressed  his  feelings  on 
ethanol.  He  sees  ethanol  use  as  one  way  to  use 
up  the  current  surplus  of  sugar.  "  This  country 
needs  to  look  at  every  single  alternative  for 
energy."  The  cost  of  subsidizing  ethanol  has  to 
include  the  costs  of  sending  American  soldiers  to 
Kuwait  and  other  countries  to  protect  the  US  oil 
supply.  He  suggested  that  in  that  light  it  would 
be  a  cheap  proposition. 

One  senior  USDA  official  told  the  attendees 
that  "it's  very  uncertain"  whether  the  government 
will  offer  non-recourse  loans  to  sugar  growers  in 
FY  2001 .  A  USDA  political  appointee  stated,  "it 
is  not  a  given  we  will  have  non-recourse  loans. 
It  will  be  even  more  of  a  struggle  this  year.  The 
outlook  for  non-recourse  loans  is  very  uncertain." 

Landell  Mills(LMC),  in  its  eighth  study  of 
sugar  production  over  a  20-year  period,  reported 
that 

1.  The  U.S.  is  the  world's  most  efficient 
producer  of  HFCS. 

2.  The  U.S.  is  the  second  cheapest  producer 
of  sugar  beets. 

3.  The  U.S.  is  the  31st  cheapest  producer  of 
sugar  cane. 

4.  The  U.S.  is  the  20th  among  120  countries 
in  total  "sweetener"  cost  of  production. 

5.  Considering  just  beets  and  cane  sugar,  the 
U.S.  is  32nd  among  102  producing  countries. 

6.  World  average  cost  of  production  of  sugar 
is  about  18  cents. 

Additionally,  Bob  Stallman,  the  new  President 
of  American  Farm  Bureau  spoke  on  the 
Wednesday  morning.  It  is  good  to  find  the  new 
leader   of   this    major   farm    organization 


acknowledging  that  he  wants  to  work  with  "all" 
commodity  groups.  In  the  short  time  that  he  has 
been  President,  he  has  said  more  positive  things 
regarding  our  industry  and  our  needs  than  the 
former  President  did  during  the  seven  and  one- 
half  years  that  I've  been  with  the  League.  Our 
industry  has  never  asked  for  help  from  other 
commodity  groups  that  might  have  caused  them 
hardships.  Neither  directly  nor  inadvertently !  So, 
I  thank  those  that  supported  Bob  Stallman  for 
President  of  Farm  Bureau.  I  firmly  believe  you 
made  a  good  choice.  Commodities  had  best  stick 
together,  or  we  may  all  find  ourselves  in  real 
trouble.  And  then,  it  will  be  too  late! 

MEXICO 

The  Mexican  sugar  industry  is  putting  great 
pressure  on  its  government  to  resolve  the 
"perceived"  impasse  between  our  two  countries 
on  the  NAFTA  dispute.  As  of  yesterday 
afternoon(8/17),  Commerce  Minister  Blanco  was 
saying  that  Mexico  would  file  for  a  dispute  panel 
within  the  next  forty-eight(48)  hours.  They  have 
argued  all  sides  of  the  NAFTA,  including  the  side 


letter,  and  the  U.S.  industry  has  made 
considerable  attempts  to  resolve  the  dispute.  The 
bottom  line  is  that  the  Mexican  sugar  industry 
still  wants  the  U.S.  sugar  industry  to  absorb, 
financially,  the  conversion  of  the  Mexican  soft 
drink  industry,  as  well  as  their  other  sweetener 
markets,  to  HFCS  in  Mexico.  What  they  can't 
seem  to  understand  is  that  we  suffered,  as  a  viable 
industry,  through  that  same  situation  in  the 
1960's.  It  is  not  for  us  to  pay  the  price  twice. 
Ironically,  as  I  write  this  article  in  mid-August, 
the  Mexican  sugar  growers  are  rebelling  because 
the  processing  segment  of  their  industry  has  only 
paid  them  the  equivalent  of  20.5  cents  per  pound 
for  their  sugar  and  the  growers  claim  they  were 
promised  over  25  cents  per  pound  prior  to  the 
harvest.  I  wish  I  could  have  guaranteed  my 
growers  the  20  plus  cents  a  pound  this  past  year, 
not  to  mention  the  25  cent  price.  Where,  exactly, 
is  their  problem?  Someone  needs  to  explain  to 
me  just  how  does  our  market  solve  their  problem 
when  our  price  is  presently  in  the  17-cent  range? 
GO  FIGURE! 
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WASHINGTON  UPDATE 


By  Don  Wallace 


Senate  Rejects  McCnin  Amendment 


For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the  U.S. 
Senate  rejected  an  amendment  by  Senator 
John  McCain  (R-AZ)  to  eliminate  the 
sugar  program,  during  consideration  of  the  annual 
agriculture  appropriations  measure.  This  time, 
the  Senate  voted  65-32  against  the  McCain 
amendment.  Last  year,  the  Senate  defeated  a 
similar  attempt  by  a  vote  of  66-33. 

Senator  McCain's  amendment,  if  approved, 
would  have  prohibited  the  use  of  funds  during 
FY  2001  to  pay  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  employees 
to  administer  the  sugar  program,  effectively 
abolishing  the  sugar  program  for  the  next  fiscal 
year.  His  amendment  is  nearly  identical  to  last 
year's  effort,  which  sought  to  maintain  imposition 
of  the  marketing  assessment,  despite  otherwise 
eliminating  the  rest  of  the  sugar  program.  Support 
for  the  sugar  program  was  strong,  as  many 
legislators  spoke  out  on  the  Senate  floor  against 
the  McCain  amendment,  including  Senators  John 
Breaux  (D-LA)  and  Mary  Landrieu  (D-LA). 
Senator  McCain  was  alone  in  speaking  on  behalf 
of  his  amendment. 

The  Senate  eventually  finished  work  on  its 
version  of  the  FY  2001  Agriculture,  Rural 
Development,  and  Related  Agencies 
Appropriations  bill,  which  would  provide  nearly 
$69.5  billion  for  commodity  programs,  rural 
development,  and  other  programs.  The  Senate 
and  House  must  now  iron  out  differences  between 
their  respective  versions  of  the  spending  package. 
A  report  on  progress  towards  the  completed 
measure  will  be  included  in  next  month's  issue. 

USDA  Requests  Comments  on  FY  2001  TRQ 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  issued 


a  public  request  for  comments  on  administration 
of  the  fiscal  year  (FY)  2001  tariff-rate  quotas 
(TRQs)  for  raw  cane  sugar  and  certain  imported 
sugars,  syrups,  and  molasses. 

In  issuing  the  request  for  comments,  the 
USDA  stated  it  is  not  yet  proposing  a  specific 
administrative  approach  for  the  raw  cane  or 
refined  sugar  TRQs.  However,  the  USDA 
indicated  that  two  factors  are  relevant. 

First,  in  accordance  with  its  international 
obligations  under  the  World  Trade  Organization 
(WTO),  the  USDA  must  establish  a  raw  cane 
sugar  TRQ  of  not  less  than  1 , 1 1 7, 1 95  metric  tons 
raw  value  and  a  refined  sugar  TRQ  of  not  less 
than  22,000  metric  tons  raw  value. 

Second,  in  order  for  the  USDA  to  offer  non- 
recourse support  loans,  the  Federal  Agriculture 
Improvement  and  Reform  Act  of  1996  (FAIR 
Act)  requires  the  TRQ  for  imports  of  sugar  to  be 
established  at,  or  increased  to,  a  level  in  excess 
of  1 ,500,000  short  tons  raw  value  during  the  fiscal 
year. 

Regarding  specialty  sugar,  the  USDA 
proposes  establishing  its  allocation  at  14,656 
metric  tons,  which  will  result  in  a  refined  sugar 
TRQ  of  at  least  35,000  metric  tons. 

Senate  Agriculture  Committee  Holds  Hearing 
on  Sugar 

The  Senate  Agriculture  Committee,  chaired 
by  Senator  Richard  Lugar  (R-IN),  held  a  hearing 
in  late  July  to  discuss  the  sugar  program.  Of 
particular  interest  to  the  Committee  were  the 
problems  facing  the  sugar  industry,  including  the 
recent  purchase  of  sugar  by  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation.  Senator  John  Breaux  (D-LA) 
testified  before  the  Committee  in  support  of  the 


industry,  stressing  the  importance  of  the  industry 
and  urging  a  solution  for  problems  such  as  the 
TRQ-evading  importation  of  stuffed  molasses 
into  the  domestic  market.  Senator  Breaux  also 
pointed  out  the  disastrous  price  declines  suffered 
by  the  industry,  while  reminding  the  Committee 
of  the  significant  changes  to  the  program 
introduced  by  the  FAIR  Act.  He  also  discussed 
the  strong  votes  in  favor  of  the  program  cast  by 
the  Senate  each  of  the  past  two  years. 

ASA  Symposium  Explores  Issues  Confronting 
Industry 

The  American  Sugar  Alliance  (ASA)  hosted 
another  successful  symposium  this  past  month. 
This  year  the  event  was  held  in  Steamboat 
Springs,  Colorado.  As  in  past  years,  the  ASA  was 
honored  by  the  attendance  of  important  members 


of  Congress  and  their  staffs,  including  House 
Agriculture  Committee  Chairman  Larry  Combest 
(R-TX),  House  Agriculture  Subcommittee  on 
Risk  Management,  Research  and  Specialty  Crops 
Chairman  Tom  Ewing  (R-IL),  and  House 
Agriculture  Committee  Ranking  Member  Charles 
Stenholm  (D-TX).  The  ASA  was  also  honored 
by  the  presence  of  important  staff  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture.  Each  of  the  major 
issues  affecting  the  domestic  sugar  industry  were 
explored,  including,  for  example,  the  ongoing 
negotiations  between  Mexico  and  the  United 
States  regarding  the  NAFTA  side  letter  dispute, 
the  future  of  domestic  farm  policy,  as  well  as 
sugar  market  supply  and  demand  trends. 

Next  year's  symposium  will  be  held  in  Sun 
Valley,  Idaho. 
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FARM    NOTES 


By  Dr.  Charley  Richard 


Crop  Report  -  A\orc  on  Cxme/Sugar  Rotlo 
Le^if  Diseases  in  LCP  85-384  - 
Variety  Program  -  RSD  Testing 


This  year,  the  monthly  crop  report  has 
become  more  of  a  monthly  lack  of  rain 
report.  While  sporadic  rains  have  fallen 
this  summer,  much  of  the  cane  belt  is  still  some 
20  inches  of  rain  below  normal  for  the  year  2000. 
Some  scientists  say  that  La  Nina  is  weakening 
its  hold  on  the  southern  U.S.  and  that  weather 
patterns  may  soon  return  to  normal.  But  that 
may  be  a  little  too  late  for  this  crop  to  reach  its 
early  year  potential.  In  past  years,  when  soldier 
harvesting  was  dominant,  crop  height  had  much 
less  impact  on  the  state's  yields.  With  combine 
harvesting,  the  more  growth,  the  higher  the 
potential  tonnage.  This  year,  with  combine 
harvest  being  dominant,  the  lack  of  rain  has  had 
a  much  more  pronounced  decrease  in  crop 
potential.  With  an  expected  combine  harvest  of 
80%  of  the  industry  (only  20%  soldier  harvest), 
reduced  tonnage  potential  will  be  a  major  loss. 
There  are  still  another  30  to  45  days  of  what  most 
would  consider  the  normal  growing  season  prior 
to  the  start  of  harvest,  and  so  some  growth  can 
still  be  made.  However,  it  is  the  older  stubble  on 
heavy  soils  which  has  taken  the  brunt  of  the 
drought  conditions  and  is  generally  the  shortest 
cane  in  the  belt.  This  same  cane  is  normally  the 
least  likely  to  grow  once  rains  do  occur.  As  a 
result,  crop  predictions  are  currently  10%  less 
than  last  year's  record  crop  for  the  industry.  In  a 
few  areas  where  rain  did  fall,  growers  have 
indicated  that  their  tonnage  is  better  than  last  year. 
However,  much  of  the  belt  is  at  least  10%,  or 
more,  behind  last  year's  yield  of  close  to  37  tons 
of  cane  per  acre. 

CANE/SUGAR  RATIO 

Last  month,  this  article  contained  information 


about  clean,  fresh  cane  (that  is,  cane  free  of 
leaves,  tops,  weeds  and  mud).  One  way  to 
measure  the  quality  of  cane,  which  includes  not 
only  how  clean  and  fresh  it  is  but  also  how  high 
in  sugar  content  the  cane  is  and  how  well  the 
factory  can  extract  that  sugar,  is  with  a  cane/sugar 
ratio.  While  this  industry  has  normally  used 
recovery  percentage  as  a  means  of  measuring 
cane  quality,  the  number  of  tons  of  cane  required 
to  produce  one  ton  of  sugar  is  another  "yardstick" 
that  can  be  interpreted  from  the  data. 

In  these  days  of  low  sugar  prices,  it  is 
important  that  this  industry  cut  its  input  costs  to 
a  minimum.  One  way  to  do  that  is  to  grind  the 
fewest  tons  of  material  and  still  make  a  ton  of 
sugar.  In  last  month's  issue,  the  graphs  showed 
that,  typically,  Louisiana  has  ground  between  9.5 
and  10.5  tons  of  cane  (material)  to  make  a  ton  of 
sugar  in  the  last  couple  of  years.  It  was  also  noted 
that  research  plots  showed  that,  theoretically,  less 
than  8  tons  of  cane  could  be  ground  to  make  that 
same  ton  of  sugar.  This  author  challenged  the 
industry  to  work  toward  reducing  the  cane/sugar 
ratio  in  an  effort  to  become  more  efficient. 

Some  growers  have  claimed  that  they  are 
doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  deliver  the  cleanest 
possible  product,  especially  in  rainy  weather. 
That  may  be  true  for  some,  but  a  little  more  data 
is  offered  here  to  show  that  some  progress  may 
still  be  possible.  During  the  last  two  years  when 
the  industry  averaged  about  10  tons  of  cane  to 
one  ton  of  sugar,  there  was  a  fifteen  percent 
difference,  or  range,  among  the  factories  in  both 
years.  This  means  that,  while  there  are 
differences  in  any  one  factory's  ability  to  recover 
sugar,  a  portion  of  this  1 .5  ton  difference  in  cane/ 
sugar  ratio  is  probably  due  to  the  quality  of  the 
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incoming  cane  supply.  In  other  words,  some 
factories  are  receiving  a  "purer"  cane  supply  than 
others.  This  may  be  due  to  less  clay  soil  in  the 
area,  less  rain,  or  perhaps  growers  more  intent 
on  delivering  cleaner  cane.  Whatever  the  case, 
growers  at  the  factories  with  the  lower  cane/sugar 
ratios  have  gross  cane  deliveries  that  are  closer 
to  net  cane  deliveries  than  factories  with  higher 
ratios.  This  means  less  input  cost  to  make  that 
ton  of  sugar,  which  may  make  the  difference 
between  survival  and  death  in  this  period  of  low 
prices. 

LEAF  DISEASES  IN  LCP  85-384 

Again  this  year,  a  disease  complex  is  occurring 
on  LCP  85-384  which  is  composed  of  brown 
stripe,  brown  spot  and  rust,  either  individually  or 
in  conjunction  with  each  other.  While  the  level 
of  injury  that  these  leaf  diseases  cause  has  not 
been  accurately  measured,  they  certainly  interfere 
with  photosynthesis  in  the  leaves  and  must  restrict 
the  growth  of  cane  which  has  been  severely 
infected.  Obvious  from  the  record  crops  of  recent 
years,  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  injury  throughout 
the  industry,  but  anything  that  detracts  from  this 
variety  should  be  closely  monitored.  Growers 
have  a  lot  invested  in  LCP  85-384  and  everything 
should  be  done  to  protect  this  investment. 
Numerous  scientists  and  industry  officials  are 
working  on  this  problem  and  evaluating 
everything  from  the  variety's  genetic 
susceptibility  all  the  way  to  nutrient  content  of 
the  soil  that  may  affect  susceptibility.  Hopefully, 
enough  can  be  learned  about  this  disease  complex 
so  that  this  important  variety  can  get  the  industry 
through  these  tough  economic  times  without  a 
substantial  loss  in  yield. 

RSD  TESTING 

Not  to  sound  redundant  or  pessimistic,  but  with 
the  low  price  of  sugar,  growers  should  insure  that 
their  seed  supply  is  as  healthy  as  possible.  One 
way  this  can  be  tested  is  through  the  disease 
testing  service  offered  through  Dr.  Jeff  Hoy  of 
the  LSU  Plant  Pathology  Department.  Your 
League  dues  are  being  used  to  partially  fund  this 
service  and  is  being  provided  to  offer  you,  the 


grower,  a  check  on  the  healthiness  of  your  seed 
culture  and  farming  practices. 

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  is  an 
article  by  Dr.  Hoy  on  the  disease  testing  service. 
Please  read  that  article  and  be  as  informed  as  you 
can  on  this  matter.  The  service  is  for  your  benefit 
and  you  should  be  taking  advantage  of  it. 

VARIETY  PROGRAM 

In  an  effort  to  make  the  Louisiana  variety 
development  program  as  effective  as  possible, 
part  of  your  League  dues  have  been  invested  in 
increasing  the  size  of  the  selection  programs  at 
St.  Gabriel  and  Houma.  This  past  year,  additional 
seedlings  (first  stage  of  the  variety  development 
program)  were  planted  at  both  locations  which 
will  be  selected  in  first  stubble  next  year.  The 
program  plans  to  continue  with  this  expanded  size 
and  the  industry  should  realize  the  benefits  of 
this  over  the  years  as  this  material  moves  through 
the  selection  stages.  Of  course,  simply  increasing 
the  size  of  a  program  doesn't  guarantee  a  better 
variety.  Lots  of  other  improvements  have  been 
made  and  continue  to  be  made  in  the  program  in 
parental  selection,  seedling  selection  and 
selection  among  variety  plots.  To  make  all  of 
this  work,  your  League  dues  are  being  used  to 
provide  additional  manpower  and  facilities  at  the 
two  stations.  The  League  staff,  Board  of 
Directors  and  Variety  Committees  realize  how 
important  varieties  are  to  this  industry  and  will 
continue  to  work  with  LSU  and  USDA  to  release 
the  most  effective  varieties  for  this  industry. 


Our  fluids 
make  sugar. 


Ouachita 


Fertilizer 


New  Iberia,  LA        (337)  367-8233 
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Switch  to  Hibernia.  Louisiana's  bank  for  over  125  years. 


Louisiana's  Bank  For  Business 

Is  Louisiana's  Bank 

For  Leasing. 

For  years,  Hibernia  has  been  working  hard  to  meet  the  needs 

of  Louisiana  business.  We've  taken  that  commitment  further  by 

adding  equipment  leasing  to  our  long  roster  of  business  services. 

Leasing  enables  you  to: 

Leave  lines  of  credit  free  for  other  needs. 

Free  up  capital  for  investment. 

Hedge  against  inflation. 

Gain  tax  advantages. 

Finance  100%  of  the  purchase  price  of  your  equipment. 

Hibernia's  capital  and  operating  lease  programs 

are  flexible  like  our  annual  payment  lease. 

We  can  arrange  a  program  to  meet  the  special  needs 

of  your  business.  Best  of  all,  we're  offering  our  leasing  services 

through  the  business  bankers  you've  come  to  know  and  trust. 

Right  here  at  Hibernia,  right  here  in  Louisiana. 

To  learn  more  about  our  equipment  leasing  programs 

and  what  they  can  do  for  your  business, 

call  your  local  Hibernia  Banking  Office  or 

the  Commercial  Equipment  Leasing  Department  toll  free  at: 

800-562-9007,  extension  3838 


HIBERNIA 

Where  service  matters. 


SM 


©  1998  Hibernia  National  Bank.      Member  FDIC.     www.hiberniabank.com 
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CASE  IH  SUGAR 


Successful  cane  growing  is  all  about 
return-on-investment,  particularly 
with  capital-intensive  heavy  equipment. 
The  brand  which  delivers  the  best 
return  on  this  investment  is  the  brand 
that  delivers  lower  owning  and  operating 
costs,  a  longer  productive  life  and 
generates  higher  resale  value. 

The  brand  is  Case  IH  Austoft 
because  it  offers  a  range  of  integrated 
equipment  and  support  technologies  that 


improve  viability  today  and  sustainability 
for  tomorrow. 

A  broad  range  of  massively  powerful 
two-wheel  drive  and  four-wheel  drive 
tractors  and  the  efficient,  reliable  planting 
and  tillage  equipment  to  pull  behind  them. 
Unique  Austoft  harvesters,  packed  from 
front  to  back  with  innovative  features  that 
are  proven  in  every  aspect  of  their  role. 
Big  new  Powerhauls  and  Trailhauls  are 
integrated  to  maximize  harvest  productivity. 


CANE  SYSTEMS 


Austoft  is  the  original,  and  still  the  best, 
when  it  comes  to  cane  harvesting  systems. 

Excellent  service,  flexible  financing, 
broad  availability  of  genuine  parts,  and 
friendly,  professional  advise  from  your 
Case  IH  Austoft  dealer,  make  Case  IH 
Austoft  cane  systems  the  best  choice  for 
your  long-term  capital  investment  of 
agricultural  equipment. 


^ 

AUSTOFT  AMERICAS 

12771  WESTLINKS  DRIVE,  UNIT  #1 
FT.  MYERS,  FLORIDA  33913     USA 
TEL:  (941)561-7844 
FAX:  (941)  561-7855 

CASE  CORPORATION 

700  STATE  STREET 

RACINE,  WISCONSIN   53404     USA 

www.casecorp.com 


1,000  acres.  12-hour  days.  4  seasons. 


Bail 


a::?;;:;..,:. 
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One  bank. 

Seasons  change.  The  weather's  unpredictable.  Through  it  all,  there's  one  constant  on  which 
farmers,  both  large  and  small,  know  they  can  rely:  the  Land  Bank. 

For  more  than  80  years,  we've  been  rolling  up  our  sleeves  and  helping  farmers  just  like  you. 
We're  locally  owned  and  operated,  and  ready  to  lend  you  a  financial  hand.  Whether  you're 
looking  to  buy  more  land,  update  equipment,  or  even  refinance  existing  debt. 

For  a  financial  partner  who  works  as  hard  for  your  money  as  you  do,  call  the  folks  at  the  Land 
Bank.  We'll  help  your  business  grow. 


LAND BANK 


Part  of  the  fabric  of  rural  life. 


FEDERAL  LAND  BANK  ASSOCIATION,  FLCA 

1-877-648-LAND 

Call  now  for  information,  or  to  apply  for  a  loan  to  buy,  build,  improve,  or  refinance.  f=j> 

You  can  also  visit  us  at  www.louisianalandbank.com.  iVn°e" 
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THE  BATON  ROUOE  UNE 


By  Tom  Spradley 
Spradley  &  Spradley 


November  7  Elections 


This  fall  will  host  an  election  that  should 
tell  us  something  about  where  America 
is  going.  "W"  Bush  and  Al  Gore  are 
pitted  against  each  other  is  a  classic  Presidential 
race.  Bush  seems  to  be  moving  toward  the 
middle  in  several  ways  with  his  "compassionate 
conservatism"  agenda,  and  Gore  is  too,  at  least 
as  far  as  his  party  stalwarts  will  let  him.  But 
perhaps  the  most  dramatic  effect  either  of  these 
men  will  have  on  the  future  of  the  country  is 
not  being  discussed  much  -  that  being  the 
possible  appointments  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court.  Any  reasonable  scenario 
predicts  at  least  a  couple  of  appointments  during 
the  next  eight  years. 

The  last  few  appointments  to  the  "Supremes" 
seem  to  have  brought  the  Court  back  toward  a 
stricter  line  on  constitutional  issues.  Bush 
would  presumably  offer  more  conservative 
nominees  and  Gore  should  suggest  a  return  to 
liberal  interpretations.  But  nobody  is  talking 
about  that  very  much. 

Also  on  the  ballot  this  fall  will  be  two  issues 
which  could  dramatically  effect  the  future  of 
Louisiana.  Put  on  the  ballot  for  your 
consideration,  and  possible  approval,  are 
proposals  to  re-engineer  economic 
development  and  to  restructure  sales  and 
income  taxes.  Expect  lots  of  hot  debate  on  these 
issues. 

First  is  Louisiana  Inc.,  by  Senators  Hollis 
and  Dardenne.  This  is  a  constitutional 
amendment  that  would  largely  abolish  the  La. 


Dept.  of  Economic  Development  and  create  a 
private  entity  to  perform  most  of  the  old  agency 
functions.  The  amendment  provides  for  a  15 
member  board  of  directors  which  will  carry  out 
it  functions  through  a  series  of  cooperative 
endeavor  agreements  with  the  state. 

The  drive  behind  this  idea  is  that  Louisiana 
is  way  behind  and  old  fashioned  in  its  attempts 
to  recruit  new  businesses  and  the  resulting  jobs. 
A  big  part  of  the  philosophy  behind  this  is  to 
get  away  from  civil  service  and  its  restrictive 
labor  management  practices,  and  move  to 
principles  used  by  modern  business  such  as 
financial  rewards  (substantial  ones,  like  higher 
pay  and  bonuses)  for  successful  employees. 
Proponents  of  the  idea  promise  faster  acting, 
less  bureaucratic,  more  modern  approaches  to 
economic  development. 

The  idea  has  enemies.  Rep.  Shirley  Bowler 
thinks  the  legislation  has  too  many  flaws  to  be 
fixed.  She  expresses  concern  for  the 
opportunity  for  Louisiana  Inc.  employees  and 
board  members  to  corrupt  the  system,  or  at 
least,  to  steer  it  in  the  wrong  direction.  The 
Baton  Rouge  Morning  Advocate  newspaper  is 
also  taking  a  negative  view  of  Louisiana  Inc. 
But  Governor  Foster  likes  it.  He  is  currently 
trying  to  raise  public  support  for  the  proposal. 
He  thinks  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  jobs 
state  government  has  to  do  to  prepare  our 
children  to  the  best  of  their  ability  for  careers, 
and  then  to  provide  those  career  opportunities 
at  home. 

Next  month  -  Tax  changes  on  the  ballot. 
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Choppers,  Cultivators,  Plows,  4  Row  tools 

Trailers,  side  dump,  sheeted,  conversion,  and  new 

New  and  Repairs,  Build  to  your  needs. 

repair  etc. 

Prados  Machine  Works 

We  are  dedicated  to  your  farm  needs  .  . 

Located  in  Centerville,  LA 

St.  Mary  Parish 

Phone:  337-836-9421  or  337-836-1000 

558  Prairie  Road 


Wagons,  side  dump,  sheeted.  New  and  Repair 


Billet  Cane  Modules  (holds  approx.  80  -  90  tons) 
12  ft.  x  12  ft.  x  30  ft. 


SAVE  A  TON 

Call  for  more  information  or  an  estimate 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  PERSPECTIVE 


By  jdmes  F.  Coerver,  P.E. 
GEO,  Inc. 


Ambient  Air  Qualify  Standards  in  Judicial  Limbo 


As  mentioned  in  the  previous  issue  of  this 
publication  (August  2000),  the  U.S. 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
(EPA)  July  1997  National  Ambient  Air  Quality 
Standards  (NAAQS)  for  photochemical  smog 
(ozone)  and  PM2.5  are  now  before  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  for  review.  Because  of  the 
litigation,  these  standards  are  not  enforceable. 
However,  the  lower  (District)  court  ruling  merely 
"remanded"  the  controversial  revised  rules  back 
to  EPA  for  further  consideration.  It  is  EPA  that 
decided  to  appeal  the  lower  court  decision  rather 
than  reconsider  and  conduct  more  public  hearings 
on  the  rules,  thus  providing  the  widely  welcomed 
reprieve.  The  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals  upheld  the 
lower  court  decision,  but  again  EPA  decided  to 
appeal  (to  the  Supreme  Court)  rather  than 
reconsider. 

It  is  not  the  rule  content  that  EPA  is  most 
concerned  about,  but  rather  it  is  about  the 
challenge  to  EPA's  position  that  the  agency  can 
make  any  law  it  wants  to  make,  even  when 
statutory  authority  is  questionable,  costs 
enormous,  and  benefits  dubious.  The  challenge 
boils  down  to  a  Constitutional  issue  -  whether 
the  rulemaking  authority  delegated  by  Congress 
to  an  Executive  agency  (EPA)  by  statute  is 
unlimited  if  no  definite  limits  are  specified  in  the 
enabling  legislation.  Previous  court  decisions 
have  been  mostly  in  EPA's  favor,  but  such 
previous  court  decisions  on  rulemaking  did  not 
involve  as  much  blatant  disregard  for  the 
expressed  wishes  of  Congress,  as  much  damaging 
economic  impact  or  lack  of  actual  benefits  (see 
The  Sugar  Bulletin,  January  1997  and  August 
1997  issues). 


After  insisting  that  the  need  for  so  revising 
NAAQS  to  protect  public  health  was  so  urgent 
and  immediate  that  there  was  not  time  for  an 
unbiased  scientific  review  (of  the  alleged  health 
threat),  and  that  costs  versus  benefits  are  not  a 
valid  consideration  in  health  matters,  why  then 
is  EPA  allowing  these  NAAQS  revisions  to  be 
delayed  (nearly  three  years  now,  and  counting)? 
The  remanded  rules  could  have  been  reexamined, 
corrected  and  repromulgated  (if  they  are  found 
to  have  any  merit)  before  the  end  of  1997,  thereby 
relieving,  promptly,  the  urgent  health  need 
perceived  by  EPA  ecologists.  Perhaps  the 
upcoming  presidential  elections  may  have  had 
something  to  do  with  the  decision  to  litigate  (and 
delay)  before  any  possible,  unfavorable  change 
in  Executive  Department  policy  can  occur. 

In  fairness,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  EPA 
is  not  the  only  Federal  agency  that  has  abused 
rulemaking  authority  delegated  by  Congress, 
though  it  is  the  most  flagrant  abuser.  Thus,  it  is 
not  just  the  EPA  and  rabid  environmentalists  that 
want  to  see  the  lower  court  decision  overturned. 
Lots  of  other  entrenched  bureaucrats  are  shaking 
in  their  jackboots. 

It  is  important  to  consider  that  the  primary 
purpose  of  the  original  suit  against  EPA  by  the 
American  Trucking  Association,  the  U.S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  the  State  of  Ohio, 
Michigan  and  West  Virginia,  was  to  seek  relief 
from  an  onerous  and  very  costly  rule  -  not  to 
subvert  EPA's  rulemaking  authority.  It  is  EPA 
that  "drew  a  line  in  the  sand." 

The  Supreme  Court  is  now  expected  to 
consider  the  matter  this  Fall,  probably  after  the 
election.  It  is  presumed  that  the  court  could 
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simply  uphold  the  lower  court  decision  and  leave 
the  arguments  over  Executive  agency  rulemaking 
unresolved.  That  would  be  a  decision  all  parties 
could  live  with.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Supreme 
Court  could  rule  that  EPA  cannot  refuse  to 
consider  economic  impact  when  drafting  rules 
to  benefit  health.  Overzealous  environmentalists 
insist  that  such  a  ruling  would  be  disastrous. 
Based  on  three  decades  of  legal  precedent,  and  a 
liberal  leaning  judiciary  in  matters  labeled 
"environmental,"  it  seems  unlikely  that  the  latter 


will  happen  even  though  it  should  happen. 
Whatever  the  Supreme  Court  does  rule  is  almost 
sure  to  be  prime  time,  front  page  news. 

If  Congress  intended  to  and  did  delegate 
authority  to  decide  what  is  best  for  human  health 
to  an  agency  of  tree  huggers  rather  than  to  an 
agency  of  health  professionals,  then  Congress 
should  correct  the  absurdity.  The  story  of  how 
this  legal/environmental  mess  came  to  be  is  a  long 
one,  much  too  long  to  be  included  in  this  one 
article. 


ENTERPRISES 

CORRUGATED  METAL  CULVERTS 

*  PVC  Irrigated  Pipe  and  Fittings 

*  Dual  Wall  Plastic  Culverts 

*  Pipe  Drops  and  Weirs 

*  Polytubing 

We  deliver  anywhere  in  Louisiana! 
Check  our  prices! 


(504)  526-8973 


L 

JAR 

MIDSOUTH 

Thibodaux,  LA 

Jeanerette,  LA 

!      (504)  447-4081 

(337)  276-5051 

New  Roads,  LA 

Lemann's  Farm  Supply 

(225)  638-8343 

Donaldsonville,  LA 

(225)  473-7927 

Satellite  Plant 

You're  First  at  First  South  PCA 

At  First  South  PCA,  you're  not  just  a  number. 
We  believe  that  personal  service  is  a  way  of  life.  Your  financial  transactions  are 

important  to  us. 

Our  staff  has  the  knowledge,  qualifications  and  experience  along  with  that 
personal  touch  that  make  you  feel  that  you're  FIRST  at  First  South  PCA. 


First  South  PCA 

Agricultural  Lender 

Give  us  a  call! 
(318)  364-0217 


Lester  Simon 

New  Iberia 


Patsy  Champagne 

New  Iberia 
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Louisiana 

Smoke  Management  Guidelines 

for  Sugarcane  Harvesting 

All  growers  should  have  been  certified  by  now 
and  as  part  of  this  program  received  a  copy  of 
the  guidelines  that  should  be  used  as  part  of 
the  Certified  Burn  Manager  Program.  If  you 
have  misplaced  your  copy  or  would  like 
additional  copies,  contact  the  League  office  or 
your  county  agent.  The  League  staff  wishes  to 
remind  all  growers  that  it  is  vitally  important 
that  burning  operations  be  conducted  in  as 
efficient  a  manner  as  possible  in  order  to 
manage  smoke  and  ash  and  reduce  their 
impact  on  the  public.  The  future  of  cane 
burning  depends  upon  the  successful 
incorporation  of  these  guidelines  into  your 
farming  operation. 


Are  We  Winning  the  RSD  War 

at  Last? 

Jeff  Hoy,  Lori  Grelen  and  Jane  Paccamonti 

Department  of  Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology 

LSU  Ac  Center 


Ratoon  stunting  disease,  better  known  as  RSD,  has  cost  the  Louisiana  sugarcane  industry  a  lot  of 
money  over  the  years.  Since  this  disease  does  not  show  any  visible,  external  symptoms  of  infection 
and  can  be  spread  mechanically  without  growers  knowing  it,  RSD  has  been  a  persistent  problem. 
The  lack  of  ability  to  monitor  the  disease  was  part  of  the  problem.  However,  three  years  ago  an  RSD 
testing  service  began  operation,  and  the  testing  results  have  provided  a  survey  of  how  the  industry  is 
faring  in  its  efforts  to  control  RSD.  The  test  results  suggest  that  we  may  finally  be  beginning  to  win 
the  war  against  RSD. 

The  amount  of  RSD  detected  in  commercial  fields  has  decreased  in  each  year  of  testing  (Table  1). 
The  average  infection  level  for  all  tested  fields  was  12%  in  1997,  3%  in  1998,  and  less  than  2%  in 
1999.  The  factors  associated  with  this  decrease  in  disease  appear  to  be  increased  planting  of  LCP  85- 
384  (a  variety  with  some  resistance  to  spread  of  RSD)  and  increased  use  of  Kleentek  seedcane.  The 
total  percentage  of  tested  fields  that  were  LCP  85-384  increased  from  29%  to  81%  from  1997  to 

1999.  The  percentage  of  tested  fields  that  were  from  a  Kleentek  source  increased  from  57%  to  67% 
during  the  same  three-year  period. 

The  RSD  testing  service  is  operated  as  part  of  the  Sugarcane  Disease  Detection  Lab  at  the  LSU 
Ag  Center.  Additional  functions  of  the  lab  are  first  to  operate  a  "local  quarantine"  to  insure  that 
micropropagation  of  seedcane  by  Kleentek  is  begun  with  the  correct  varieties  and  healthy  plant 
material  and  second  to  provide  an  independent  assessment  of  the  RSD  infection  status  of  Kleentek 
seedcane  sources.  The  RSD  testing  summary  for  1999  (Table  2)  indicates  the  extensive  sampling 
done  at  all  levels  of  Kleentek  seedcane  production.  No  RSD  has  ever  been  detected  in  any  Kleentek 
seedcane  source.  The  amount  of  RSD  detected  in  fields  planted  with  Kleentek  progeny  has  been  low 
each  year  of  testing  (Table  3),  and  no  RSD  was  detected  in  fields  of  Kleentek  progeny  during  1999. 

There  is  one  problem  with  the  RSD  testing  results.  Grower  participation  has  not  been  as  high  as 
hoped,  so  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  encouraging  results  can  be  extended  to  apply  to  the  entire 
industry  or  not.  At  the  least,  the  test  results  indicate  that  some  growers  are  beating  RSD.  During 

2000,  we  intend  to  conduct  a  large-scale  survey  to  better  determine  whether  RSD  is  being  effectively 
controlled  industry  wide.  You  may  be  asked  by  your  County  Agent  to  participate,  or  you  can  request 
that  your  farm  be  tested.  Consultants  also  will  be  willing  to  collect  samples  for  RSD  testing.  The  lab 
will  not  charge  a  fee  for  testing  during  2000.  All  a  grower  has  to  do  is  direct  us  to  the  appropriate 
fields,  and  we  will  take  care  of  the  rest.  We  can  discuss  with  you  what  types  of  fields  should  be 
sampled  to  provide  a  picture  of  how  effectively  your  healthy  seedcane  program  is  working.  The 
lower  two  joints  from  twenty  stalks  will  be  collected  from  each  field  and  transported  to  the  Sugarcane 
Disease  Detection  Lab  for  testing.  We  are  now  using  a  highly  accurate  test  for  RSD  detection.  The 
test  results  will  be  returned  to  you  by  your  County  Agent  or  consultant,  and  the  survey  results  will  be 
published  in  the  Sugar  Bulletin  next  year. 

If  RSD  is  finally  being  effectively  controlled  by  the  industry,  this  would  be  a  major  positive 
development.  The  important  message  to  growers  is  to  keep  doing  what  you  are  doing.  If  the  war  is 
being  won,  keep  doing  what  is  working;  do  not  stop.  An  effective  healthy  seedcane  program  is  an 
essential  part  of  sugarcane  production.  Another  article  accompanies  this  one  in  the  Sugar  Bulletin 
discussing  what  makes  a  healthy  seedcane  program  effective. 
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Table  1.  RSD  testing  summary  by  crop  cycle  year: 
Comparison  of  1997,  1998,  and  1999. 


Crop  cycle  year 


Number  of  fields 

Average  infection  (%) 

1997     1998 

1999 

1997 

1998     1999 

36           85 

27 

9 

2           0 

22           48 

9 

10 

3           0 

20         23 

15 

21 

1            6 

15           12 

6 

13 

18           0 

1             10 

1 

10 

<1            0 

Plant  cane 
First  stubble 
Second  stubble 
Older 
Unknown 


Total 


94 


178 


58 


12% 


3% 


2% 


Table  2.   1999  RSD  testing  summary. 


Source 

Location 

fields 

varieties 

stalks 

La.  Growers 

Statewide 

58 

6 

1147 

LSUAC 

St.  Gabriel  &  Iberia 

12 

33 

252 

Variety  Release  Program 

1°&  2°  stations 

- 

24 

486 

Kleentek® 

Foundation  stock 

- 

11 

65 

Kleentek® 

Increase  farms 

67 

8 

1256 

Kleentek® 

2°  increase  farms 

29 

6 

559 

Local  Quarantine 

LSUAC 

- 

14 

92 

Research  &  Procedure  Testing 

LSUAC 

- 

- 

873 

Total 


166 


4730 


Table  3.  RSD  testing  summary  by  healthy  seedcane  program: 
Comparison  of  1997,  1998,  and  1999 


Treatment 


Number  of  f 

ields 

1997     1998 

1999 

10           19 

9 

54         117 

39 

0             3 

2 

30           39 

8 

Average  infection  (%) 
1997     1998     1999 


Heat-treated 
Kleentek® 
Cleanseed® 
Other 


24 
12 

10 


0 

0 

0 
12 


Total 


94 


178 


58 


12%        3%        2% 
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Is  Seedcane  Certification 

Worth  Anything, 

or  How  Do  I  Know  If  My 

Healthy  Seedcane  Really  Is? 

Jeff  Hoy 

Plant  Pathology  and  Crop  Physiology  Department 

LSU  Ag  Center 


Many  growers  seem  to  be  a  little  unsure  about  everything  that  is  needed  for  a  healthy  seedcane 
program  to  control  ratoon  stunting  disease  (RSD).  A  considerable  investment  in  time  and  money  is 
required  for  a  healthy  seedcane  program.  If  a  program  is  not  properly  operated,  you  can  end  up 
wasting  your  investment  and  losing  profits  to  disease-a  double  loss  that  you  cannot  afford  with 
lower  sugar  prices.  This  article  will  discuss  the  various  components  that  go  together  to  make  a 
healthy  seedcane  program  effective.  Things  to  be  addressed  will  include:  what  are  the  ways  to  get 
healthy  seedcane,  what  is  seedcane  certification  and  what  value  does  it  have,  and  how  to  keep  seedcane 
healthy. 

In  the  past,  the  only  way  to  obtain  seedcane  free  of  RSD  was  heat  treatment.  One  heat  treatment 
does  not  completely  control  RSD,  but  done  on  an  annual  basis,  it  effectively  controls  the  disease.  For 
a  heat  treatment  program,  cane  has  to  be  transported  to  the  heat  treatment  unit,  usually  at  the  mill, 
only  small  amounts  of  cane  can  be  treated,  and  it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  seedcane  more  than 
once.  In  addition,  heat  treatment  is  stressful  to  the  cane,  so  sometimes  there  are  stand  problems  in 
fields  planted  with  heat-treated  stalks.  Due  to  the  difficulties  and  problems  associated  with  heat 
treatment,  there  were  many  growers  who  never  effectively  utilized  this  disease  management  tool. 

Tissue  culture,  or  micropropagation,  provided  a  new  approach  to  the  control  of  RSD  with  a  healthy 
seedcane  program.  In  addition,  it  provides  opportunities  to  reduce  the  occurrence  and  impact  of 
other  diseases,  such  as  mosaic  and  leaf  scald.  The  first  healthy  seedcane  to  be  made  available  was 
produced  by  a  commercial  company  and  sold  as  a  product  called  "Kleentek."  The  industry  was 
uncertain  about  this  new  technology  and  wanted  assurance  that  it  was  what  it  was  claimed  to  be.  The 
producers  of  Kleentek  saw  it  was  in  their  own  best  interests  to  have  independent  verification  of  the 
quality  of  their  product,  so  experiments  were  established  and  conducted  cooperatively  by  LSU,  the 
USDA  and  the  American  Sugar  Cane  League  to  compare  Kleentek  to  the  original  varieties.  In  addition, 
the  industry  and  Kleentek  sought  to  develop  some  mechanism  for  continuous  monitoring  and 
evaluation  of  the  quality  of  the  seedcane  produced  by  micropropagation.  Industry,  research  and 
Kleentek  representatives  approached  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  to  request 
that  certification  standards  be  developed  and  enforced  by  LDAF  to  regulate  the  production  of  seedcane 
through  micropropagation.  The  industry  wanted  protection  for  growers,  and  Kleentek  was  happy  to 
have  quality  assurance  provided  by  an  independent  agency.  LDAF  was  uncertain  how  to  handle  a 
vegetatively  propagated  crop,  like  sugarcane,  and  they  had  never  attempted  to  incorporate  disease 
standards  into  certification.  Therefore,  industry  and  research  representatives  met  to  determine 
appropriate  standards  and  procedures  to  ensure  quality  in  the  seedcane  production,  and  research 
representatives  provided  training  to  LDAF  inspectors  who  would  be  conducting  the  certification 
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process.  The  process  regulates  the  type  of  plant  material  that  may  be  used  to  initiate  the  tissue 
culture  process  and  the  means  and  number  of  increases  of  seedcane  that  will  be  allowed.  In  addition, 
standards  were  established  for  permissible  levels  for  contamination  by  weeds,  infection  levels  by 
smut  and  mosaic,  and  off-types  (plants  that  vary  from  the  original  variety)  caused  by  the  tissue 
culture  process. 

The  seedcane  certification  program  was  developed  at  the  request  of  the  Louisiana  sugarcane 
industry  for  the  protection  of  the  industry.  There  is  nothing  "magic"  about  the  tissue  culture 
process.  It  is  simply  a  lab  technique  that  can  be  used  to  produce  high  numbers  of  plants  from  a  single 
source  plant.  The  quality  of  plant  you  start  with  and  how  you  handle  the  increase  of  plants  in  the  field 
are  very  important  components  of  the  process.  The  seedcane  certification  program  ensures  that  these 
are  done  properly.  As  a  result,  seedcane  certification  is  an  extremely  valuable  component  of  a  healthy 
seedcane  program  relying  on  tissue  culture  seedcane  produced  by  a  commercial  company. 

A  final  component  of  a  healthy  seedcane  program  is  keeping  RSD  out  of  seedcane  during 
the  increase  process.  This  actually  should  begin  for  tissue  culture  seedcane  prior  to  sale  to  the  grower. 
Even  though  it  is  our  most  important  disease,  we  were  unable  to  incorporate  RSD  into  the  seedcane 
certification  program  since  no  visible,  external  symptoms  of  disease  are  produced  that  can  be 
monitored  by  visual  inspection.  However,  now  a  RSD  testing  service  is  in  operation  under  my 
supervision  at  the  LSU  Ag  Center.  The  functions  of  RSD  testing  and  results  are  reported  in  the 
article  accompanying  this  one  in  the  Sugar  Bulletin.  Kleentek  seedcane  is  monitored  for  RSD  at  all 
levels  of  production,  and  no  RSD  has  ever  been  detected.  These  results  should  give  growers  confidence 
that  Kleentek  seedcane  they  purchase  is  free  of  RSD.  The  RSD  testing  service  also  is  available  to 
growers,  and  they  should  use  it  to  make  sure  that  RSD  is  not  persisting  on  their  farms  and  hurting 
yields.  They  can  do  this  by  testing  old  stubble  fields  of  cane  intended  for  the  mill.  RSD  testing  is  the 
final  component  of  a  healthy  seedcane  that  will  allow  growers  to  determine  that  their  healthy  seedcane 
program  is  accomplishing  the  goal  of  successful  disease  control. 


CLASSIFIEDS  -  FOR  SALE 


1997  Cameco  10  ton  High  Dump  Billet 
Wagon  -  $20,000;  JD  200  LC  Excavator 

(1800  hours)  with  hydraulic  thumb,  quick 
coupler,  digging  bucket,  clean-out  bucket,  & 
V-bucket  -  $1 30,000;  1 999  Shop  Made  3-row 
3-point  hitch  Fertilizer  Applicator  with  500 
gal.  tank,  hydraulic  pump,  &  coulter  knives  - 
$2,500.  From  family  operation.  Call  (225)  627- 
4862  (leave  a  message)  or  (225)  627-9459 
(evenings). 

(2)  Whole  Stalk  Trailers  in  good  condition. 
Call  Clevelend  Provost  @  (337)  276-4288  or 
e-  mail  tjjazie@aol.com. 


Broussard  2-row  Harvester,  4-wheel  drive, 
2-row  Loader  -  $75,000  for  both.  Thompson 
3-  row  Plow  -  $3,000.  Call  (31 8)  346-61 74  or 
(318)838-2505. 

(1)  IH-5240,  yr  1995,  MFWD,  Pipe  bumper, 
Military  hitch,  Tires  excellent,  Full  light  system 
-  $18,000.00.  Call  (225)  673-4583  or  (225) 
647-2994. 

(12)  Tandem  Chain  Net  Carts;  (4)  Tandem 
Transloader  Carts;  S-30  J  &  L  Cutter  (needs 
engine).  Make  Offer.  Call  Ray  Champagne  at 
(504)532-3810. 


Broussard  Single  Row  Cutter,  Sunstran 
Hydraulics,  JD  Power  -  $17,500  or  will  trade 
for  tractor,  Woods  15ft.  Shredder  -  $1,000. 
Call  Erne  Plessala,  Jr.  at  (337)  229-8409. 


(2)  7  1/2  ton  Cameco  High  Dump  Wagons  - 
$1 3,500  each;  JD  3020  Engine  -  $2,500;  1 988 
Int'l  Truck  -  $9,500;  Auto  Planter  -  $3,500; 
3-row  Off  Bar  or  Covering  Tool  -  $3,000; 
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CLASSIFIEDS    -    FOR    SALE 


Tandum  Whole  Stalk  Wagons  -  $2,500 
each;  40'  Whole  Stalk  Trailer  -  Best  Offer. 
Call  Johnny  McCollum  at  (504)  446-0136. 


Wheeler  quick  hitch  on  rear  end  with  tongue 
used  to  pull  trailers.  Call  Russell  Judice  at 
(337)  394-4727. 


•  1972  Thompson  Cane  Cutter  with  large  JD 
engine  and  front  wheel  assist  -  $5,000;  1990 
Case/lnt'l  5120  Maxum,  3490  hrs.  -  $1 7,000. 
Call  Randy  Gonsoulin  at  (337)  365-0014. 

•  JD  4455  MFWD,  4,842  hours;  JD  7400  Hi- 
Crop  MFWD  w/low  profile  tank  &  rack,  4,900 
hours;  Int'l  1 086  Hi-Crop  w/tank  &  rack;  1 993 
Cameco  CHT  2500  Chopper  Harvester.  Call 
(225)  937-0846  (day)  or  (225)  627-9577 
(evenings),  ask  for  David  Jarreau. 

•  1985  2-row  Broussard  Cutter,  cab  &  air  - 

$60,000.  WILL  TRADE  FOR  SINGLE-ROW 
CUTTER.  Call  (318)  346-7385. 

•  1996  2-row  LaCane  Tiger  Loader,  2,000 
hrs.,  excellent  condition  -  $58,000;  20  -  New 
16.9x28  R1W  tires;  20  -  New  16.9x30  R1 W 
tires  -  $495  each.  Call  (337)  879-7932  (W) 
leave  message. 

•  1983  Single-row  Broussard  Harvester, 

double  ends  &  scroll,  CAT  3208  engine,  New 
18-4-  38  tires,  with  pulling  wheel,  shredder 
topper  -  $20,000;  JD  4840  with  new  trans  & 
engine  overhauled  in  '97  -  $14,000;  856  Hi- 
Clearance  Int'l  -  $2,500;  3-row  Bottom  Type 
Plow  Int'l,  heavy  duty  and  gauge  wheels  - 
$3,500;  4-row  JD  style  with  gauge  wheels 
and  cyclers  -  $3,500;  JD  4240,  Hi-clearance 
1 981 ;  1  front  mount  spray  rig  with  200-gal. 
tank  -  $100;  JD  Disk  Plow,  heavy  duty,  17'  - 
$2,000;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  4-row  - 
$250;  Rolling  Cultivator,  Lilliston,  3-row  - 
$75;  Int'l  3-row  Chopper  -  $1,000;  3  one- 
row  shavers  -  best  offer.  Call  Damiam  Pierre 
at  (337)  229-6932. 

•  Broussard  Cane  Loader  with  chain  pilar  and 
backhoe;  3  Tandum  Cane  Wagons  with  60 
ton  Army  Hitches,  extra  wheels  and  hubs;  1 8- 


Family  Farm  equipment:  1997  2-row 
Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended  front 
end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power.  1993  2- 
row  Broussard  Harvester,  cab/air,  extended 
front  end,  extended  piling  gate,  JD  power. 
Both  ready  and  repaired.  6  sets  Direct  Haul 
Chain  Net  Wagons,  13.6  x  24  grader  tires. 
Call  (337)  365-5036  night  or  day  or  (337)  373- 
7791  and  ask  for  Thomas. 

1992  Cameco  S-30  Single-row  Harvester, 

cab  &  air  with  extended  gate  and  front  end  to 
accommodate  4-rows  in  one,  gathering  arms 
have  been  extended.  Front  wheel  pull. 
Excellent  Condition  -  $42,000.  Call  (337)  276- 
4547  office,  (337)  276-4778  home,  or  (337) 
276-7070  shop. 

JD  Model  4955  -  $25,000;  Case  IH  Model 
659  ITH  power  unit,  180  hrs.  -  $8,500; 
Ingersol  Dresser  Model  14  well  head  - 
$11,000;  Thomson  3-row  Cultivator  w/off 
bars  -  $2,250;  Shop  Made  Land  Leveler  - 
$800;  Shop  Made  Spray  Rig  Boomer  -  $450; 
Huval  Ditcher  -  $500;  21  ft.  Amco  Disc  - 
$2,750;  Rhino  Grader  Blade  Model  1400  - 
$750.  Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988 
mobile  or  (337)  942-5370  home. 

(2)  Louviere  Automatic  Planters,  front  drum, 
with  running  gear  -  $16,000  each;  La  Cane 
Covering  Tool  w/new  Thimet  boxes  -  $5,000; 
(4)  Planters  Aids,  8ft.  wide  -  $3,000  each. 
Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988  mobile 
or  (337)  942-5370  home. 


WANTED  -  Whole  Stalk  Trailers  in  Good 
Condition.  Single  row,  self  propelled 
Broussard  Loader.  Either  2  or  4  wheel  drive. 
Call  Gary  Lavergne  @  (337)  945-7988  mobile 
or  (337)  942-  5370  home. 
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COMMERCIAL 

AMERICAN  SUGAR  CANE 


MEMBERS  OF  THE 

LEAGUE  OF  THE  U.S.A.,  INC. 


The  Bank  of  Commerce 

P.  O.  Box  517,  White  Castle,  LA  70788 

BASF  (formerly  American  Cyanamid) 

P.  O.  Box  10955,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Bayer  Corporation 

300  Legacy  Dr.,  Pineville,  LA  71360 

Broussard,  Bush  &  Hurst,  Inc. 

11764  Haymarket  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70816 

Broussard  Cane  Equipment,  LLC 

P.  O.  Box  2869,  Parks,  LA  70582 

CAMECO  Industries,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  968,  Lhibodaux,  LA  70302 

Cane  Equipment  Cooperative,  Inc. 

25265  Hwy.  1  South,  Plaquemine,  LA  70764 

Case  IH 

441  E.  Magnolia  St.,  Eunice,  LA  70535 

Coastal  Sugar  Producers  Co-op  Association 

P.  O.  Box  1509,  Winnie,  LX  77665 

CoBank 

Jackson  Region,  407  Briarwood  Dr.,  Suite  205-C 
Jackson,  MS  39206 

Cost  Management  Services,  Inc. 

A  Member  Company  of  Huval  Insurance  Group 
P.  O.  Box  80978,  Lafayette,  LA  70598-0978 

The  Cottonport  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  367,  Cottonport,  LA  71327 

Dravo  Lime  Company 

Pelican  State  Division 

12797  Scenic  Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70807 

Dupl  ^-ntier,  Hrapmann,  Hogan  &  Maher 

CertL       Public  Account? 

1340  Poydras  St.,  Suite  2000,  New  Orleans,  LA  70112 

Dupont  Ag  Products 

458  McCown  Rd.,  Welsh,  LA  70591 

Estes  Refractory 

P.  O.  Box  94,  Jeanerette,  LA  70544 

First  South  PCA 

P.  O.  Box  667,  Thiboduax,  LA  70302 
P.  O.  Box  10908,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562 

Gulf  Engineers  &  Consultants,  Inc. 

9357  Interline  Ave.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

Hibernia  National  Bank 

P.  O.  Box  3597,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70821 
P.  O.  Box  819,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 


Louisiana  Commerce  &  Trade  Assn. 

(Specializing  in  Workman's  Comp  and  other  Commercial  Insurance) 
1010  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Louisiana  Federal  Land  Bank  Association 

P.  O.  Box  432,  Opelousas,  LA  70571 
P.  O.  Box  1208,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Material  Resources,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  1183,  Port  Allen,  LA  70767 

Monsanto 

204  Cresthill,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 

M  &  L  Industries 

1210  St.  Charles  St.,  Houma,  LA  70360 
3811  Hwy.  90  East,  Broussard,  LA  70518 
5810  Airline  Hwy.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805 

M.J.  Naquin,  Inc. 

205  Arms  St.,  Thibodaux,  LA  70301 

Nadler,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  359,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765 

Ouachita  Fertilizer 

3714  Old  Spanish  frail  E.,  New  Iberia,  LA  70560 

Plaquemine  Bank  &  Trust 

P.  O.  Box  626,  Plaquemine,  LA  70765-0626 

Quality  Industries 

118  W.  Main,  P.  O.  Box  406,  Thibodaux,  LA  70302 

Regions  Bank 

P.  O  Box  11240,  New  Iberia,  LA  70562-1240 
P.  O.  Box  587,  Franklin,  LA  70538 

Rohm  &  Haas 

503  S.  Michot  Dr.,  Lafayette,  LA  70508 

Southern  Agribusiness  Associates 

120  Southpointe  Dr.,  Suite  B,  Jackson,  MS  39212 

Spectra-Physics  Laserplane 

703  Fragala,  Rayville,  LA  71269 

Standard  Supply  &  Hardware  Co.,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  60620,  New  Orleans,  LA  70160 

3-D  Chemical,  Inc. 

P.  O.  Box  607,  St.  Martinville,  LA  70582 

Viking  Trailers 

803  W.  Seale  St.,  Nacagdoches,  TX  75964 

Washington  State  Bank 

P.  O  Box  128,  Washington,  LA  70589 

Westway  Trading  Corp. 

365  Canal  St.,  Suite  2200,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Whitney  National  Bank 

228  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  LA  70130 

Zeneca  Ag  Products 

125  Kirkwood  Lane,  Youngsville,  LA  70592 


